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In the summer of 1997, I was in Davenport, Iowa, 

at the Affiliated Wood Carvers Congress. We 

distributed a flyer announcing the launch of a new 

woodcarving magazine. After seeing the flyer, a 

carver handed me a $20 bill and his address. It was a sweet moment—

the first paid subscriber to 

WCI

. 

From that small start 10 years ago, 

Woodcarving Illustrated

has 

grown to be the world’s largest magazine on the subject of carving. 

And one we are committed to keeping as the best example of carving 

art and instruction.

I think 

WCI

’s success can primarily be attributed to the fact, 

surprisingly, that neither Shannon or I are great carvers ourselves. 

What I am, is a passionate fan and booster of carving. 

(Founding 

Editor Roger Schroeder is one of those rare few that possess the 

combination of gifted carver and talented writer/researcher.)

What excites me, and drives our products, is a simple love of 

craftsmanship and design. I love the creativity of woodcarving—the 

sheer magic of someone grabbing a hunk of wood and making it 

beautiful through their own skill and unique vision. I love the type 

of people who are drawn to the field of woodcarving. If you have been 

carving for very long, you know what I mean. Carvers are humble 

people. They’ve lost count of the mistakes they’ve made, the number 

of times they’ve nicked themselves, and won’t judge you on the pile 

of half-done projects in your shop. And because even the best carver 

remembers doing some awful work in the beginning, they’re patient 

and generous with encouragement and advice.

I love discovering a new carver of great talent who has been 

working in obscurity and introducing them to our readers. I love 

seeing young faces light up when they carve their first simple project.

And I love the independent artist’s attitude of carvers. Unlike 90% 

of magazines produced, 

WCI

is all about what you can make, NOT 

about what you should buy. Carvers know that laboring over a 

special piece for someone they love will long outlast this Christmas’ 

“toy of the hour.”

Thanks so much for allowing us to support you as a carving artist. 

Perhaps because we are not master carvers ourselves, it’s easier for us 

to stand back in awe of the work that we see come across our desks. 

And because we’re your biggest fans, it will always be our greatest 

delight and pleasure to see where your creativity and skill take you.

As we look forward to the next ten years, we have a few guiding 

principles to improve the magazine and support the carving 

community. Check out the column at right for a sneak peek at some 

of our goals for the future.

Happy Carving!

Alan Giagnocavo

Publisher

publisher’s

letter
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ONLINE 

ARTICLE

woodcarvingillustrated.com

Be sure to see Bob Duncan’s “Top Ten 

Underrated Carving Tools.”

3 GUIDING PRINCIPLES 

FOR THE FUTURE

As Shannon and I look forward to the next 10 years of 

producing 

WCI

, we want to share with you the three 

main principles we’ll be focusing our efforts on. All of 

these flow from our desire to keep woodcarving thriving, 

prospering, and receiving the respect it deserves.

Standing up for woodcarving as 

an Art and Craft.

We’re going to explore ways to connect the woodcarving 

world to the broader arts and crafts fields. Museums and 

galleries are interested in carving, but don’t know where to 

turn. We want to help them find top carvers and subjects of 

interest. We also want to put a stop to the many retailers and 

catalogs that falsely use “hand carved” to describe cheap, 

foreign manufactured items. The average consumer is misled 

and doesn’t know the difference. This hurts carving by not 

recognizing true artistry, as well as hurting a carving artist’s 

chances of making a living selling their work.

Involve the next generation.

With the electronic distractions available today, we need 

to make an intentional effort to get children excited and 

interested in carving. We want to support today’s carvers 

and help them pass along the love of carving to the next 

generation. 

Support the grassroots—

clubs and teachers.

Without Ed Gallenstein and the NWCA, carving would never 

have developed as it has. We’ve been doing many things to 

help promote clubs, shows, and teachers. But we want to do 

even more. 

These three goals are pretty general right now. We’d 

love to hear your thoughts and suggestions as we work 

to flesh them out and make them practical.

Please write or email us:

Woodcarving Illustrated

1970 Broad Street

East Petersburg, PA 

17520

Shannon@FoxChapelPublishing.com

Ten Satisfying Years

Shannon Flowers

Editorial Manager





[image: image]

Volume 11, Number 3 (Issue No. 40)

How-To Magazine for Carvers™

Internet: www.WoodCarvingIllustrated.com


Woodcarving Illustrated Magazine

1970 Broad Street, East Petersburg, PA 17520

Phone: 717-560-4703

Faxline: 717-560-4702

“In the Heart of Pennsylvania Dutch Country”

Our Mission: 

To promote woodcarving as an artform 

and an enjoyable pastime.

Publisher/Editor

Alan Giagnocavo

Editorial Manager

Shannon Flowers

Technical Editor

Bob Duncan

Creative Director

Troy Thorne

Art Director

Jon Deck

Contributing Editors

Roger Schroeder

Joel Hull 

Lori Corbett

Barry McKenzie

Lora S. Irish

Mike Burton

Studio Photographer

Scott Kriner

Technical Illustrators

Jack Kochan

Irene Bertils

Carolyn Mosher

Ad Sales

Paul McGahren

Domestic Newsstand Distribution

Curtis Circulation Company

©2007 by Fox Chapel Publishing Co. Inc.

All Rights Reserved. Printed in USA

Subscription rates in US dollars:

One year

$19.95

Two years

$39.90

Canada

One year

$22.50

Two years

$45.00

International

One year 

$27.95

Two years 

$55.90

Customer Service for Subscribers

Please call toll free 1-888-506-6630, 

Hours 9am-5pm Eastern time, or write to us 

at our above address.

Display Advertising/Classifieds

Please call or email Cindy Fahs, (ext. 26) 

for rates and/or 

a media kit. 

Cindy@FoxChapelPublishing.com

Wholesale/Distribution

Woodcarving Illustrated is available to retailers for resale 

on advantageous terms.

Contact Paul McGahren (ext. 42) for details. 

Identification Statement: Woodcarving Illustrated vol. 11, no.3 

(Fall 2007) (ISSN#1096-2816) is published four times a year in the months of 

February, May, August and November by 

Fox Chapel Publishing Co. Inc., 1970 Broad Street, East Petersburg, PA 17520. 

Periodical Postage paid at 

East Petersburg, PA and additional mailing offi

ces. 

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Woodcarving Illustrated, 

1970 Broad Street, East Petersburg, PA 17520.

Woodcarving and the use of associated equipment can potentially result 

in health hazards and injuries. 

While we cannot impose safety standards 

in every article, we do ask that you make safety your number one priority. 

Protect your respiratory system, hearing, vision and the rest of your body 

with the proper safety equipment and prudent precautions. 

Read manu-

als that are supplied with your tools. 

Be aware that most accidents occur 

when you are tired or distracted. 

And when in doubt, seek advice from 

professionals, on how to keep your tools sharp and maintained. 

Fall 2007

Printed in the USA

This issues marks the 10th anniversary of 

Woodcarving Illustrated

. The 

success of the magazine is due to our dedicated readers, talented contributors, 

and passionate staff. Managing Editor Roger Schroeder summed it up in the 

very first editor’s column with this simple statement: “And it has all been 

made possible by a common love we have: the carving of wood.” 

We are proud to have played a part, however small, in furthering the art 

form and helping to build the carving community. Join us as we celebrate the 

past and welcome the opportunities of the future. 

news and

notes

A Decade of Carving Wood

1995

Alan Giagnocavo

, president of Fox Chapel Publishing, and 

noted author, 

Roger Schroeder

, meet in Manhattan, NY, 

to discuss an American carving magazine.

Nov. 1997

The Premiere Issue of 

Woodcarving Illustrated

is published. 

Roger Schroeder

is Founding Managing Editor. 

Jan. 2001

Woodcarving Illustrated

launches a website at 


www.carvingworld.com 

(now 

www.woodcarvingillustrated.com

).

Nov. 2001

Caricature carver 

Harold Enlow

named 

Woodcarving 

Illustrated

Woodcarver of the Year.

May 2002

Wildfowl carver 

Pat Godin

named Woodcarver of the Year. 

Aug. 2002

Roger Schroeder

takes on Editor-at-Large position. 

Cathy Hart

becomes Managing Editor.

May 2003

Wildlife/caricature carver 

Desiree Hajny

named 

Woodcarver of the Year. 

May 2004

Rick Butz

named Woodcarver of the Year. 

May 2005

Chip carver

Wayne Barton

named Woodcarver of the Year. 

Aug. 2005

Shannon Flowers

takes over as 

Editorial Manager of 

Woodcarving Illustrated

.

Aug. 2006

Woodcarving Illustrated

launches re-design with changes 

to the look and feel of the magazine.

Aug. 2006

Caricature carver 

Marvin Kaisersatt

named 

Woodcarver of the Year.

Aug. 2007

Ed Gallenstein

and 

Lora S. Irish

named 

Woodcarvers of the Year.

www.woodcarvingillustrated.com

5





[image: image]

from our

mailbag

Finding Inspiration

FOX HUNT

Irene Holbrook of White Lake, WI, and Andrea Cecchi 

of Scandicci, Italy, were randomly drawn from the 

152 entries who located the Fox in the Summer 2007 

(Issue 39) of 

WCI

. The fox was located on Page 45 in 

upper right corner of the alligator photo. 

If you find the fox in this issue, contact us and 

tell us the page number and location. Two readers 

randomly selected from all correct replies will receive 

a $25 Fox Chapel Publishing gift certificate. Entries 

must be received by October 1, 2007, to be eligible. 

NOTE: Contest fox faces left (other foxes appearing in 

WCI

don’t count).

Send your entry to 

Woodcarving Illustrated

, 

Attn: Find the Fox, 1970 Broad Street, East 

Petersburg, PA 17520, or e-mail to 

editors@woodcarvingillustrated.com

.

Carving through the generations

My dad, Willie B. Sharit (Ben) was a carver that never received 

a formal lesson.

After working all day, he would come home and start to 

carve small pieces of wood he found along the banks of the river. 

He started carving miniature ducks. It wasn’t long before those 

pieces of wood started to turn into bigger ducks and song birds. 

He started buying books on ducks or songbirds to see more 

about how they lived, how they acted, and how they looked.

On one vacation trip, he went by Lem and Steve Ward’s shop 

and met Lem Ward, a carver he had admired. He spent several 

hours talking with him and sharing the stories of the rivers and 

marshes, and comparing their lives as they grew up in different 

sections of the country.

A couple of years ago, I lost my dad to a sudden death. I now 

sit thinking of my father and looking at the incomplete pieces 

my mother gave me, including a small mouth bream carved and 

not yet painted, and a wood duck standing on one 

foot, waiting for the other to be carved. As I sit 

and reminisce about his stories of the river 

and marsh, of the waterfowl that he loved, I 

take my knife and start to carve the foot the 

wood duck is missing. 

Robert Benjamin Sharit

Panama City, FL

A duck carved by the 

late Willie B. Sharit.

Marnie Whillock, editor of 

Carving Magazine

, 

recently passed away after a lengthy 

battle with cancer. Marnie, and her many 

community efforts and contributions to the 

world of woodcarving, will be sorely missed. 

While 

Carving Magazine

is a friendly 

competitor, we want to express our deepest 

sympathies to the Whillock family. We 

continue to keep them in our prayers.

After getting stuck on the 

feathering details, Bill Meiners 

found inspiration to begin again.

Your magazine gave me the 

inspiration to start carving 

again. I started carving a duck 

in basswood years ago, but 

I didn’t finish; I got 

stuck when I was doing 

the feathering. But I 

picked up a copy of your magazine, 

and it inspired me to start again. 

Now I have something to look 

forward to when I retire.

Bill Meiners

North Charleston, SC
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tips and

techniques

Benchtop Tool Holder

From Russell Lavigne, 

Saint Albans, VT

The pool “noodles,” often 

sold at dollar stores across 

the country, can quickly be 

turned into a tool holder. 

Cut one down the 

middle lengthwise. The 

size and shape of the foam counters the weight of any 

leaning tools, and it seldom tips over, unlike a simple 

block of foam. One noodle makes numerous holders.

It is a remarkably inexpensive and creative way 

to keep sharp tools within easy reach. I don’t have 

to worry about damaging sharp edges, or cutting my 

fingers on one item while reaching for another.

Tips from the Masters

Screw a hook into the bottom of your canes to 

hang them while painting.

(Ron Darnell, Page 80)

Use a woodburner to add wrinkles and texture.

(Desiree Hajny, Page 37)

Use a skew chisel to free stubborn chips in endgrain.

(Frederick Wilbur, Page 48)

From David Carlson, Richland, WA

I use pieces of aluminum angle stock to make 

marking gauges for any number of projects. 

The angle stock is perfectly square and works 

great to mark the edges or corners of a work 

piece. The aluminum is durable, but easy to 

cut with an ordinary hacksaw.

I usually cut one end perfectly square, and angle the other end. They work 

great for marking chains, zig-zags, balls-in-cages, spirals, and any number of 

other geometric designs.

With these marking tools, it’s a cinch to layout the same design over and over 

on different carving blanks. Instead of measuring and drawing a bunch of lines 

over and over, you draw the lines once on the marking tool, and make the marks 

on the wood with the marking tool.

Marking Tool 

Repeats Angles 

Perfectly

TOP TIP 

wins this sharpening kit, worth $100, 

featuring a stone, strop, honing compound, and 

a roll-up pouch, from Tools for Working Wood. 

Send your tip to 

Woodcarving Illustrated

, 1970 

Broad St., East Petersburg, PA 17520, or email to 

Duncan@FoxChapelPublishing.com

.

TOP

TIP

✔

Portable Carving Bench

From Mike Tryba, Hotsprings, AR

Many carvers don’t have space for 

a permanently-mounted carving 

bench. A Workmate portable 

workbench is an ideal solution.

The top is split across its 

30"-width and accommodates 

a carvers box or bench hook. 

Bench-dog holes let you store 

tools or mount a carvers screw 

through the bench. You can also 

secure your work to the bench 

with a clamp. 

One advantage to this setup is that you can 

move 360° around the bench to work on spots that 

would require you to reposition the work piece on a 

permanent bench.

It’s sturdy enough to carve with a gouge and a 

mallet, and you can carve sitting or standing. When 

you’re done carving, it packs up quickly.

Use aluminum angle stock to 

make custom angle guides 

when making repeating 

marks on a blank.
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DVD: Sharpening Simplified

Having trouble getting your carving tools razor
both the novice and long-time carver. Follow the sharp? In Sharpening Simpliified, Everett
steps involved in carving a Cotton Tail Rabbit, Ellenwood wil show you a simple proven
Mallard Drake Duck, and Small Mouth Bass. method to get your carving tools properly
The set includes a pattern for the rabbit and a contoured and sharp, each time you sharpen
sandpaper template for a spit mandrel. Pop them. Professionally made in a studio, the 110
highly recommends this excellent DVD by Frank minute video is divided into nine segments.
Russell. What a deal at just $29.95 pus shioping This DVD gets good reviews. $29.95 plus shp

Kt Wl DVDs: lan Norbury Collection

(S TRl Carving the Female Figure 80 minutes  Carving the Male Torso 45 minutes

[Re5+AKN Carving a Portait in Relief 60 minutes There is no doubt that lan Norbury of Great Britin
is a Master Sculptor ...now you can experience his excellent teaching sils!
Each DVD kit contains: Toollist; Printed Drawing Plans; Stil photographs; email support
for those wishing to contact lan. Each DVD is $32.95 pius shisoing

Avkansas Bench Stones 8'x 2" x 1" Soft
& Hard Arkansas Combination has
two grades combined. It is an all-pur-
pose stone in a wooden box.

$39.95 pus shipping

Diamond Stones 6" x 2" x 3/4* DMT®
Diamond Whetstones™ are renown
for their remarkable sharpening speed.
Coarse, Fine or Extra Fine.

$54.95 pus shipping.

Ceramic Sharpening Stones Fast,
Easy, do not require lubrication and
will remain Flat Forever. Dark stone is.
800 grit and white stone is 8000 grit.
Available in two sizes: (plus shipping)
4" x 2 112" with pouch $29.95 ea.

8 x2"x 1/2" no pouch § $50.95 ea.

Blue Jay Carving Kit: Includes
WingsGate Pattern showing vari-
ous anatomy and feather drawings:
Basswood cutout 117 x 4-1/4" x 3,
Pair of pewter Blue Jay feet; Pair of
Glass Blue Jay eyes.

Blue Jay Kit $23.50 pus shoping

Bench Oil Stone 8"x 2" 1
Our India stone s an aluminum oxide
stone made in USA in a Coarse & Fine
Combination for medium cutting rate.
$22.95 plus shpping
Water Stones We have both Japanese
and American water stones in a vari-
ety of Combination grits. Call for
description or see on Intemet
Various price ranges available.
Gouge Water Stones 6" x 2" Gouge
Water Stones are invaluable for
rapid sharpening the inner cannel
of your gouges and large size outer
edges. plus shipping
240 Grit Gouge Stone $29.95
1000 Grit Gouge Stone $23.25

Whitting Old Sea Captain Kit: Includes full
color 31 page book with carving instruc-
tions; Basic carving knife sharpened and
polished ready-to-use; Basswood cutout
712" x 2-112° x 2'. Close up shows the
finished piece.

$40.95 Pus shiping

Our Micro Carving Tools are perfect for miniature and fine detail work. They are made in USA and
tempered to a hardness of Rc58 to hold their edge. The octagon shape handies are cherry and the
overalltool length of 5 1/4” makes them easy to control and comfortable to hold.

We know you don't always want to purchase an entire set and are happy to offer these Micro Tools
1o you individually. Each tool comes with a protective clear vinyl cap to protect the edge and pro-

vide easy identification.

14 pocket too)

Gouges available in: 1.5, 2, 3, 4, and 5 mm sizes $11.95ea $1095
Chisels and skews come in: 1.5, 2, and 3 mm sizes $11.95ea
90d V-tools in: 1.5, 2, and 3 mm and 75d V-tool only in 3 mm size $11.95ea

Call Toll Free 1-888-682-9801
www.chippingaway.com products oo

or Order On-Line  of course we have

4,000 other carving
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80-page catalog from Traditional Woodworker
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Satisfaction Guaranteed
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Custom Roughouts

You Carve it- We duplicate it

Dale Heinecke Tim Heinecke
(715)822:8642 (715)822:3524
Cumberland, W1
Check out our site at:
www.heineckewood.com
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weineckewood.cop,

Woodcarvers

Complete line of Decoy &

Wood Carving Supplies:
Tools * Wood * Books * Flexcut Tools

« Foredom Tools
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Mon.-Fri. am-5pm

Wed. 9am-Spm - Sat. 9am-1pm
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Gregory D. Dorranc
it
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Tel. (508) 22

CAPE FORGE

Traditional Hand-Forged Edged Tools

- Interchangeable Mini tools
- Firmers - Customwork

Send $100 for complete catalog

CAPE FORGE
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n Knives/ Tools

« Ross Oar i
«Jery Rig Viss/ Accesories:
+ Optima Burmers Pens/ Micromalors
Jood Burners/ Pens
+ Carving Kits & Bird Eyes/ Fect
«Kiln Drid BasswoodJelutong
tail Mastr Burners,
and Pers.

ENTER THIS.
WILD WOOD

Sty
FREE comog
Today!

RITTER CARVERS, INC.
Complete Line of
Carving Supplies and Tools
e b pcarec
St
ot s P
TTER CARVERS, NG

an
1550 DILLON HOAD - WAPLE GLER, PA 19002
1215 6464806 - CALL AFTER 500 it

American Woodcarying School
2 Pupton Pl AL Wagne 0740

‘Woodearying Classes, Day & Evening
Flexcut; Stubai, Ramelson and
Ashley Iles Woodcarving Tools

Books from Fox Chapel Publishing
Life Sculpture Classes
Drawing Classes with

Ann Peabody
Visit www.americanwoodearving.com
for up to date information
or call: 1-800-779-4322
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