

[image: cover]




Be your own


Astrologer


[image: images]




[image: images]




Be your own


Astrologer


Unlock the secrets of the


signs and planets


[image: images]


Joanna Watters


[image: images]




This book is dedicated to Paul Hitchings and Ronnie Lloyd whose combined worldly and spiritual wisdom has seen me through every challenge of my life and taught me so much over the last 30 years. Without you my work would lack the depth that I hope I have achieved and I dedicate this book to both of you with all my love and gratitude.




Published in 2015 by CICO Books


An imprint of Ryland Peters & Small Ltd


20–21 Jockey’s Fields         341 E 116th St


London WC1R 4BW        New York, NY 10029


www.rylandpeters.com


10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1


Text © Joanna Watters 2015


Design and photography © CICO Books 2015


The author’s moral rights have been asserted. All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, or otherwise, without the prior permission of the publisher.


A CIP catalog record for this book is available from the Library of Congress and the British Library.


eISBN: 978 1 78249 621 2


ISBN: 978 1 78249 201 6


Printed in China


Editor: Jennifer Jahn


Designer: Emily Breen


Illustrator: Sarah Perkins


In-house editor: Dawn Bates


Art director: Sally Powell


Production controller: Sarah Kulasek-Boyd


Publishing manager: Penny Craig


Publisher: Cindy Richards


[image: images]


[image: images]


[image: images]




Contents


Introduction


Chapter 1


Sun Signs


Chapter 2


The Planets


Chapter 3


The Houses and Ascendants


Chapter 4


Aspects and Chart Interpretation


Chapter 5


Cycles, Returns, and Transits


Index


Acknowledgments


Bibliography, Resources, and Recommended Reading


[image: images]




Introduction


The road to astrology is paved with misconceptions, which are largely down to the fact that the gap between Sun-sign astrology and horoscopy is immense. Whilst the former is kept alive and kicking in media horoscopes, often referred to as “Your Stars,” the latter is the study of the individual horoscope, also known as the birth chart or the nativity. Your stars in a newspaper, magazine, or on a website are not in fact your “horoscope,” but an astrologer’s “take” on the current planetary activity. Even when written professionally, such columns can only generalize, they still wear the fortune teller’s hat and are inevitably branded in the public eye as entertainment. On the other hand, the study of your own birth chart means unlocking a treasure trove of self awareness, guidance, insights, and deep understanding of how you came into this world, your psychological makeup, your purpose in this life, and the nature of the relationships and experiences that you will encounter along your way.


We all have our own individual horoscope, a chart that is unique to us and that is calculated from our personal data of date, place, and time of birth. Nobody else’s chart can be identical to our own unless that other person is born on exactly the same day, in the same place, and at the same time. Whilst we all know our Sun sign, none of us can know our Moon sign, Mercury sign, Venus sign, and so on without consulting an Ephemerides, a book containing the planetary timetables that tell us which planet is in which sign on any given day. Furthermore, none of us can know our Ascendant—or Rising Sign—without knowing our time of birth and calculating the whole horoscope.


In the past, the craft of calculating the horoscope required the skills of a trained astrologer, but modern-day technology has changed this forever. Now the mathematical exercise of erecting a horoscope based on the exact data of an individual’s date, place, and time of birth can be done online in a matter of minutes.
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Simply by typing “calculating your horoscope,” any search engine will direct you immediately to numerous astrology sites that offer this service. These are quick and easy to use. Entering your date, place, and time of birth will instantly produce the visual of your personal horoscope, showing you the degree and sign of your Ascendant and the exact position of all the planets on the wheel. You can find out more about the Ephemerides, your Rising Sign, and chart calculation in Chapter Three (see p. 102). Two websites that I have found reliable in chart calculation are http://www.alwaysastrology.com/birth-chart-calculator.html and http://astrology.about.com/library/bl_freeAstrochart.htm.


If you do not know your time of birth, then simply enter 12.00 midday. This will produce what is known as a Noon Chart. Whilst this chart will not be wholly accurate in terms of the Ascendant and the position of the Moon—the swiftest moving body—you will still be able to learn the sign and degree held by the other planets. This means that you will have the necessary data for understanding the structure of your horoscope (see Chapter Four, p. 124) and also for the predictive work of transits (see Chapter Five, p. 138). Throughout this book you will find several examples of celebrities, whose birth times are not known, to illustrate how accurate this can be.


Looking at your horoscope online is sufficient for finding out which planet is in which sign for any date of birth, but for the serious student I strongly recommend drawing up the horoscope in your own hand. You need only a stack of blank wheels divided into twelve sections, which you can either make yourself or buy from any astrology shop. This will speed up your “connection” with each horoscope, as discussed further in Chapter Four.
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interpreting your chart


Having armed yourself with your horoscope, however, is where the value of astrological software ends. Putting it another way, this is where the worlds of astronomy and astrology divide. At an objective and mathematical level, the horoscope is generated from specific data and is firmly rooted in time and space, but at a subjective and symbolic level, the horoscope holds destiny’s DNA that awaits to be unraveled and decoded.


The main focus of this book, then, is to lead the reader along the road that starts with objective information and ends with particular meaning. No software in the world can take you on that journey, as the act of interpretation—the reading of your unique astrological DNA—can be achieved only when the horoscope is aligned with context. In other words, the craft of horoscopy shows us how to marry astrological symbolism with the uniqueness of an individual’s life story. Every craft needs learning and honing, and in these pages lie the tools of the astrologer’s trade. Horoscopy therefore is not clairvoyance. But it is magic.
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CHAPTER 1


Sun Signs


All astrology starts with Sun signs. At some point in your childhood you will have learned your Sun sign and, as with your own name, you almost certainly do not remember the exact moment at which you learned it. It is simply part of your identity and, somehow, even without any conscious studying, some of the key characteristics associated with your sign probably also came to be part of this unconsciously acquired knowledge.
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A starting point


The horoscope shows us that we are all, in fact, a mixture of signs, but the Sun sign is nevertheless always a central consideration. The Sun symbolizes our essential self, the core of our personality and purpose around which everything else revolves. This may appear to suggest that we all can be easily pigeonholed but, as you read on, you will discover that the study of any individual horoscope reveals that this is actually very far from the truth. As to what extent you find that you are “typical” of your Sun sign is less a definitive test of astrology’s accuracy than an issue that is determined by the condition of the Sun in your natal horoscope. In other words, the key characteristics of your sign will be modified to a greater or lesser extent depending on the position of the Sun in your horoscope and how it is connected to the other planets. This is further explored in Chapters Three (Houses, see p. 104) and Four (Aspects, see p. 126).


The biggest stumbling block of astrological literature is to state any kind of interpretation as if it were a given. This results only in the creation of myths rather than meaningful information, such as “all earth signs are practical,” or “all fire signs are spontaneous.” Such statements are obviously over-simplified and easy to dismantle. We all know earth-sign individuals who do not know one end of a screwdriver from another or fire-sign people who are not risk takers.


The following illustrations of the twelve signs of the zodiac are therefore designed to encapsulate their core meaning. The characteristics of the signs with regard to physical appearance, nature, aptitudes, and needs are based on tradition—the astrological knowledge that has been handed down to us over thousands of years—and also on my own observations and findings through client work and research that spans nearly 30 years.
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Most importantly, a sound grasp of the symbolism of the twelve signs is the bedrock of astrological interpretation and goes way beyond an understanding of just the Sun sign. As explored in the following chapter, all the planets in a horoscope have their own symbolic nature. It is the astrologer’s job to unpack their particular message and meaning by interpreting how a particular planet and a particular sign work together.


Learning to think symbolically starts with the Sun signs and is crucial to the understanding of the craft of horoscopy. One of my favorite phrases when I am teaching is that “the chart is the individual, the individual is the chart.” In other words, you are your chart. Astrology is not causal. No planet makes you into the kind of person that you are or dictates that you behave in a certain way. More accurately, the horoscope is a celestial mirror. Look into it, and it will reflect back to you your life, your purpose, your relationships, your vocation, your health, and so on.


The same applies to predictive astrology, looking in the mirror of the past, present, and future to see what has happened, what is happening, and what will happen, as explored in Chapter Five (see p. 138). If we say that all astrology starts with the Sun signs, we can equally say that all astrology ends with the twelve signs too. At a natal or predictive level, you will always find yourself returning to their essential symbolism, and staying true to their guidelines will keep you on track as you convert each horoscope’s information into particular meaning.
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Aries (March 21st–April 20th)


Symbol: The Ram


Ruling Planet: Mars


Element and Mode: Cardinal Fire


Key phrase: I am
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in a nutshell


immediate


incisive


direct


innovative


inspirational


effective





Spot the Aries


Aries rules the head and the face and you can often recognize this sign by the sharp profile, high cheekbones, an aquiline nose, and firm jaw. Look for a scar on the face, too. When you meet an Aries they tend to look you straight in the eye and ask direct and highly interested questions. They are the masters of giving undivided attention, even if they do quickly move on to the next person or the next topic of interest. Mars’ color red is also a big clue. It is quite astonishing how many Aries people are red haired. You will also find that most Aries women have dyed their hair red at some point in their life, even if it does not suit them. What does suit them is a hat. Baseball caps are a favorite, but they can carry off any kind of headwear, from beach sombreros to an Ascot creation. Royal milliner Frederick Fox (April 2, 1931– December 11, 2013), who created 350 hats for the Queen and many other members of the British royal family over the span of 35 years, was an Aries.


The ArieS Nature


As the first sign of the zodiac, Aries people are initiators and individualists. They thrive on action and immediacy and are energetic, impatient, and direct. They are the first to volunteer to do something, and they do it straight away. They have a knack of getting straight to the point, cutting through red tape, and finding a positive answer. This is the sign of the ego, so they are also competitive and tend to regard second place as one for losers. This can be coupled with irreverence—or even total disregard for the “rules”—as they know that giving too much weight to what others might think will hold them back. Here, then, is the archetype of the pioneer and the trailblazer. Just because something has never been done before does not mean that it cannot be done now. In fact, the challenge of “finding a way” is irresistible for this can-do sign. Tucking a “first” under their belt, no matter what it may be, is possibly one of their greatest missions in life.


Love and Relationships


It is not unusual to find that the Aries’ courage often wavers when venturing into emotional territory. The fear of rejection is the fear of failure—and to feel ridiculous is an Aries nightmare. They are also speed freaks, and it is practically a knee-jerk reaction to up the tempo and race to a conclusion. In this respect, it is difficult for them to endure the courtship stage and, once partnered, they then have to learn that the “let’s compromise and do it my way” approach does not work. Their opposite sign of Libra—the sign of balance, partnership, and arbitration—embodies the natural skills and arts of relating that Aries has to acquire. However, their vision can often be proved right. The most successful Aries marriage I know of is of a woman who proposed after six weeks of dating with words that amounted to, “Well, are you going to marry me or what?” The couple is still together 36 years later.


Generally, for an Aries to be happy in love, there must never be any risk of playing second fiddle. Love triangles are a no-no, as are long-distance relationships. The need to feel special and prized is an essential ingredient in the Aries life and, in their love life, it is indispensable.
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Textbook


ARIES


Journalist and broadcaster Piers Morgan (b. March 30, 1965), whose career is peppered with controversy and clashes of ego. He is the editor of First News, the UK’s only national newspaper for children, and, from early 2011 until March 2014, he presented Piers Morgan Live on CNN.


Anne Sullivan (April 14, 1866–October 20, 1936), who—as savior, teacher, and lifelong companion—devoted her life to deaf and blind Helen Keller, as portrayed in the 1962 movie The Miracle Worker.


Reba McEntire (b. March 28, 1955) aka “Big Red,” the first singer to win the Country Music Association’s Female Vocalist of the Year Award four consecutive times, and the only female to achieve solo number ones across four decades in the US.





Vocation


Fiercely independent, those born under this Mars sign are not ideally suited for teamwork, unless they happen to be team leader, of course. They are generally self-starters and are capable of phenomenal single-mindedness. They are “project people” and therefore unlikely to stay in the same job for years on end. In the words of an Aries client, “We like to set it up, put in a plan, ensure it’s working, then we’re bored and ready to move on.”


Whatever their chosen profession, the Aries goal is not just to achieve but to excel, and at some point in the conversation they usually manage to tell you how good they are at their job. They are absolutely brilliant at self-advertisement, they believe in hard work and striving for what they want and have little time for the moaners and complainers of this world.


The flip side of the Aries coin is the “self”-ish streak and a capacity for diva behavior. But when they are fired up with a worthwhile cause—then it is a completely different story. Suddenly the tables are turned and they are selfless in the role of inspirer or role model. As natural defenders, they will move mountains in order to help someone in genuine need. Many Aries people are to be found in the caring professions that require fight as opposed to pity, such as social work or human rights. They are natural born crusaders and delight in making a difference.


Health


A typical Aries does not need any instructions when it comes to living it up, but all fire signs have to be careful of “burnout.” It is too easy for this sign to overdo things, to burn the candle at both ends, and they have to learn to slow down occasionally and recharge their batteries. Early warning signs of depletion are afflictions such as headaches, migraines, or sinusitis. They are also prone to all Mars’ heat-related conditions, such as burns, fevers, rashes and inflammation, bites or stings, injuries incurred through haste, such as cuts or grazes, sports injuries, or strains to the body incurred when not recognizing their physical limitations.
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Taurus (April 21–May 21)


Symbol: The Bull


Ruling Planet: Venus


Element and Mode: Fixed Earth


Key phrase: I possess
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in a nutshell


stoical


reliable


sensuous


appetitive


tolerant


risk averse





Spot the Taurus


Taurus rules the neck. You will occasionally come across the long swan variety, but more usually Taureans are distinguishable by the short, muscular “bull” neck atop broad shoulders. Their faces bear an uncanny resemblance to cows, in the nicest possible sense. Look for the bovine square face, the gentle eyes, the placid expression, and that thoughtful look that they adopt as they chew the cud. The men tend to be typically masculine with strong solid bodies, barrel-chested, and with pronounced square chins. The women can be either stocky or tall but are usually exceptionally feminine—look for the ribbons and bows. When untroubled, both sexes ooze serenity, softness, and sensuality. You will occasionally come across a skinny, wiry Taurean, but more usually they tend to have slow metabolisms, they love their food and battle with their weight. Taurus also rules the throat, so listen for the slow, rich, resonant, earthy, or gravelly voice.


The TaurUS Nature


The typical Taurus nature is steady and unhurried. Patient, kind, and good-natured, their approach is slow, deliberate, and they tend to be risk averse. They are usually at their best when able to do things in their own way and in their own time, or if arrangements are made with plenty of advance warning. On a bad day, they are slow to the point of inertia, lazy, or just plain obstinate. If you try to rush them, they will dig their heels in even deeper. When goaded, which usually takes extreme provocation, you will see the steely glint in the eye or witness the raging bull in full explosion. Clear a half-mile radius and leave them well alone for up to three days.


When dealing with a crisis, however, this sign has a reputation for staying serene under pressure. They generally will not get steamed up about their own issues or on anyone else’s behalf. They have huge reserves of common sense and will click into sensible mode and deal with matters in a hands-on way. Tolerance and droll humor are their saving graces, and they can be hilariously funny.


Love and Relationships


With their own brand of earthy charm and humor, Taureans can be incredibly sociable and entertaining. This, however, sometimes gives the wrong impression in the dating game. Their dislike of being pushed or pressured definitely extends to their love life. Their sensual appetite means that they are perfectly capable of having flings like everyone else, but they are probably the least likely sign to enter into a committed relationship in haste. Their top must-have is safety, and the slightest hint of insincerity or behavior that makes them feel uncomfortable is enough to prompt a huge step back.


Once in love, Taureans make for rock-solid and loyal partners. They tend to live and let live rather than find fault, they have a long fuse, and they value the relaxation, loving sex, and companionship of genuine attachment. The flip side of the coin is that they can endure discontent for a long time and, just as they are slow to commit, they are also slow to leave. This earth sign finds it hard to climb out of ruts, often preferring familiarity, financial security, and their creature comforts to the lure of new adventures.
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Vocation


With their innate persistence and pragmatic streak, Taureans can turn their hands to pretty much anything when it comes to bringing home the bacon. Being connoisseurs of comfort, security, and retail therapy, they dislike constantly having to make ends meet. They would rather slog away at something menial than be broke, but there is always the danger of creating and staying in that legendary Taurus rut as a result.


Together, the sign of Taurus and ruling planet Venus govern money, produce, women, and beauty. Job satisfaction is, ultimately, important for this sign and is often discovered through a connection with nature. Taureans do not mind getting their hands dirty, and here we find them in the farming and food industries, from the land workers who grow the crops to the chef who serves up gourmet meals. Pottery and floristry are also part of the picture of working with the earth and producing objects of art and beauty. Many Taureans have a keen interest in fashion, too, and are talented artists with a sensual feel for fabrics and designs. The financial sectors, such as banking and accountancy, are also traditional Taurus roles.


With the Taurus rulership of the throat, many Taureans are drawn to the music industry. In particular, this sign tends to produce distinctive singers, as exemplified by Barbara Streisand (b. April 24, 1942), Willie Nelson (b. April 29, 1933), Joe Cocker (b. May 20, 1944), Roy Orbison (b. 23 April, 1936) and Adele (b. May 5, 1988), to name but a few.




Textbook


TAUREANS


Pop and country singer Kelly Clarkson (b. April 24, 1982) who, with her powerful, growly voice sang her way to victory in the first American Idol, and whose continually fluctuating weight became a subject of obsessive media scrutiny.


Jay Leno (b. April 28, 1950), comedian and television host whose autobiography is called Leading with my Chin. He has donated thousands to charity Feminist Majority, to help the plight of women in Afghanistan.


Donatella Versace (b. May 2, 1955), vice president and chief designer at Versace, she took the helm to continue and promote brother Gianni Versace’s legacy and empire after his untimely death.





Health


Those born under the sign of the Bull tend to be hardy creatures, often blessed with a strong, stocky physique. They usually enjoy robust health and seem to escape the endless list of minor ailments to which others are prone. Their stamina levels tend to be higher than average, or they are simply good at pacing themselves. What may come across as laziness is often a type of built-in physical regulator, allowing them to meet the physical demands on their body by expending the minimum amount of energy required.


When their immune system does let them down, it comes as no surprise to learn that this sign is susceptible to sore throats, tonsillitis, laryngitis, swollen glands, or problems related to the vocal chords or thyroid. This sign also rules the gums and the middle ear. Weight is the other issue. As the sign of the senses, they are often comfort eaters and can pile on the pounds at a rate of knots.
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Gemini (May 22–June 21)


Symbol: THE TWINS


Ruling Planet: MERCURY


Element and Mode: MUTABLE AIR


Key phrase: I SPEAK
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in a nutshell


multitasking


animated


talkative


inventive


resourceful


mischievous





Spot the Gemini


Gemini rules the lungs, nervous system, shoulders, arms, and hands. You can often spot this excitable sign by the way they gesticulate in order to express themselves. As the communicators of the zodiac, talking is as natural as breathing, but if you asked them to sit on their hands, most Geminis would be rendered mute. They are rarely overweight, as they run off nervous energy and tend to under-eat or burn calories at a rate of knots. They find it hard to be still, but this chirpy sign in full flow is your original breath of fresh air, cracking jokes, laughing easily, and chattering away to anyone about anything. There is something bird-like in their quick, restless movements and bright, inquisitive eyes that reflect a busy brain, ceaselessly computing information. Youthfulness is a hallmark of this sign and often shows in their dress sense, too. Look for checks, stripes, or a riot of contrasting colors and styles.


The Gemini Nature


Gemini’s archetype is the Puer aeternus/Puella aeterna, the eternal youth. In physical terms, they tend to look younger than their years, naturally or through artifice, but very often it is the former. Their approach is light and playful, sometimes irreverent, as they refuse to take life or authority too seriously. Their sense of fun shows in a quick wit, a slapstick sense of humor, and a childlike enthusiasm for games, ideas, and suggestions. A typical Gemini is up for anything if it promises to be a laugh. They thrive on company and conversation, and, with their butterfly minds, they can flit from subject to subject, rarely lost for words.


The sign of the Twins has a Jekyll and Hyde reputation that is unjustified and misleading. Just because they can be changeable does not mean that they have a split personality—think multifaceted rather than two-faced—and look for the “doubling up” twin symbolism, such as two jobs, two cars, two dogs, two marriages, and an inability to buy or own just one of anything.


Love and Relationships


Geminis may at first be attracted to the person who listens to them, but having someone hang on their every word is not their idea of a relationship. Love talk, or any kind of talk, for a Gemini is most definitely a dialogue not a monologue. This sign needs a meeting of minds, someone to play verbal volleyball with, someone who challenges them, makes them think and laugh, someone who will work and play with them, but who will always hold their attention and understand their complexities.


Commitment is not always easy for a Gemini as they are such free spirits. The moment that they sense any danger of being cornered, they simply slide away, so a long string of affairs until they meet “the one” is not unusual. However, it is also in their nature to “go along” with things, so the other typical scenario is to make an early first marriage that they then quickly grow out of, unless the relationship itself is one that evolves with them. Usually, a second, later marriage is more successful. They are secretly sentimental under that sometimes-glib exterior and can blossom with the emotional stability of the right partner.
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Textbook


GEMINIANS


The seemingly ageless Paul McCartney (b. June 18, 1942) is one of the most prolific songwriters and performers of all time, with sales of over 100 million albums and 100 million singles, with the Beatles and as a solo artist. He has been married three times and has five children.


The irreverent Joan Rivers (June 8, 1933—September 4, 2014) who wore the multiple hats of TV personality, actress, comedian, author, and playwright, whose works included self help, humor, fiction, and the autobiographies Enter Talking and Still Talking. She died as a result of complications during surgery on her vocal chords.


The versatile Anderson Cooper (b. June 3, 1967), journalist, author, talk and game show host, a self-proclaimed news junkie, and anchor of CNN’s live news show Anderson Cooper 360°.





Vocation


Ruled by Mercury, the winged messenger of the gods, Gemini rules everything connected to the communication industry. Anything media-related—marketing, journalism and reporting, television or radio broadcasting and presenting—Geminis are naturals when it comes to spreading the news, they think incredibly fast on their feet and are talented at using the written or spoken word. This sign also rules driving and professions such as bus or cab drivers.


Geminis are often called the “jack-of-all-trades and master of none,” which, up to a point, is true. This does not mean that they are incapable of excelling in their chosen career, but that they can be bored easily and need the mental stimulus of variety. They are natural multi-taskers, automatically doing more than one thing at a time, mentally and physically. Their hands can be busy with one job while their brain is engaged with something entirely different. They can solve a work problem, write a shopping list, eat their lunch, and plan a family event simultaneously.


As the Peter Pan of the zodiac, there is also something elusive about this sign and the buck never stops on the Gemini desk if they can possibly help it. A Gemini client insists that he made it to marketing director not through talent or any particular focus, but by “ducking and diving” his way up the career ladder. The duplicity of this sign knows that language conceals as well as reveals, they are clever and crafty, for good or ill, and can talk their way out of any corner.


Health


Unsurprisingly, Geminis need their downtime. While their mental energy is legendary, this can tip over into hyperactivity, and they do not always notice when their physical energy is running out. They habitually take on far too much and are consequently prone to nervous exhaustion. More haste, less speed is part of this picture. When they fail to pace themselves properly, they will be slowed down through accidents or falls that produce broken bones, strains, or injuries mostly to the hands, arms, or shoulders. This sign, along with Mercury, also rules the respiratory system and all conditions or problems related to the chest and lungs.
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CANCER (JUNE 22–JULY 22)


Symbol: THE CRAB


Ruling Planet: THE MOON


Element and Mode: CARDINAL WATER


Key phrase: I SECURE
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in a nutshell


indirect


cautious


evasive


sympathetic


instinctive


tenacious





Spot the Cancer


The only sign ruled by the Moon, the typical Cancerian face tends towards roundness. Many men, in particular, born under this sign have the classic “Man in the Moon” look, complete with picture-book dimples and a wide smile. In women, even when the other features are long or sharp, there is often still a fullness in the cheeks that creates the circular look. The eyes are luminous with flecks of other colors, including the silvery glint of moonlight, and they telegraph care and sympathy. However, the popular image of Cancerians as shy and retiring wallflowers is far from the truth. While they may be cautious initially, they have a wicked sense of clownish fun. Cancer rules the stomach, so watch for the smile breaking into a real belly laugh that is unbelievably infectious. As with the image of the waning and waxing moon, there is something malleable about their features, and they are natural mimics, too.


The Cancerian Nature


As the sign of the Crab, a Cancerian’s knee-jerk response is evasion, to crab-walk sideways rather than confront head on. In their daily interactions, they tend to take the scenic route, sometimes going all around the houses before finally getting to the point. This springs from their own sensitivity, the fear of offending or wounding, as they themselves can find challenging types abrasive or intimidating. The dislike of directness is part of their charm and diplomacy but can also tip over into uncertainty, second-guessing, going off at tangents, or protracted going around in circles.


The constantly changing face of the moon also reflects the multifaceted Cancer nature. On a good day, they are funny, sweet, and affectionate, drawing others towards them like a magnet and letting everyone know how much they are liked and cared for. On a bad day, they can be downright crabby, withdrawn—into the famous shell—or needy. Those crab claws can also cling to grievances and brood over old hurts. One of the Cancer lessons is to learn how to unhook and let go.


Love and Relationships


The Moon rules our emotional nature, needs, and home life, thus Cancerians are especially known for their attachment to family. For good or ill, there is usually an incredibly strong tie to at least one of the parents. They are protective of their loved ones, but the nurturing instinct often reaches beyond blood ties. Rather than collect a wide circle of acquaintances, it is in the Cancer nature to “adopt” their chosen few, creating an extended family. Nobody can storm the barricades, but once someone is accepted into that inner sanctum, they are usually there for life.


The crab shell hides an extremely soft center that is secretly, or not so secretly, romantic and sentimental. When in love, Cancerians make for committed and loyal partners but need absolute trust and emotional security in order to thrive. Their high levels of receptivity are signs of finely tuned instincts, but, if they feel abandoned or misunderstood, they can be touchy and desperately unhappy. They are not always the most articulate of signs. As one Cancer client says, “I find it difficult to explain, to put things into words, but I can sense the slightest of emotions.” A partner who understands this is a top must-have.


[image: images]




Textbook


CANCERIANS


Nelson Mandela (July 18, 1918–December 5, 2013), aka Tata (father) and described as “the father of the nation” of South Africa, whose legendary quotes include “There can be no keener revelation of a society’s soul than the way in which it treats its children.”


Diana, Princess of Wales (July 1, 1961–August 31, 1997), the original yummy mummy, whose tireless and compassionate charity work earned her the accolade of “the people’s princess.” Her son, and fellow Cancerian, Prince William, Duke of Cambridge (b. June 21, 1982), continues her legacy.


Meryl Streep (b. June 22, 1949), a legend in her lifetime and applauded in particular for her unparalleled ability to imitate accents. Also known for a rock-solid home life, four children, and quoted as saying she was “wired for family.”
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