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In "Anecdotes of Dogs," Edward Jesse presents a charming and insightful exploration of canine behavior, loyalty, and companionship, using a blend of personal anecdotes and well-researched historical accounts. The book is structured around various vignettes that highlight the unique traits and stories of specific dogs, captivating readers with both humor and poignancy. Jesse's literary style is characterized by an engaging narrative voice, rich descriptions, and a heartfelt reverence for the animal kingdom, placing this work within the broader context of 19th-century British literature that often celebrated natural history and the domestic sphere. Edward Jesse, a noted naturalist and author of the early Victorian era, had a deep affinity for animals, particularly dogs, which likely informed his work in "Anecdotes of Dogs." His background in natural history and keen observations of animal behavior enabled him to weave together a tapestry of stories that reflect not only the endearing qualities of dogs but also their vital roles in human lives throughout history. Jesse's affinity for these creatures underscores a profound respect for nature, a common thread in the literary climate of his time. This book is highly recommended for dog lovers, naturalists, and anyone interested in the intricacies of the human-animal bond. Jesse's eloquent prose and the delightful stories encapsulated in this work invite readers to reflect on the loyalty and emotional complexities of dogs, making it a timeless addition to the canon of animal literature.
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In "Spanish Highways and Byways," Katharine Lee Bates embarks on an evocative journey through Spain, capturing the essence of the country with her lyrical prose and keen observations. Written during a time when travel literature flourished, Bates employs a vivid and descriptive literary style that invites readers to immerse themselves in Spain'Äôs diverse landscapes, rich history, and cultural tapestry. Each chapter unfolds like a carefully crafted tapestry, interweaving personal narrative with insightful commentary on local customs, art, and architecture, creating a sense of intimacy and connection to the place. Katharine Lee Bates, known for her iconic hymn "America the Beautiful," was not only a poet but also an accomplished scholar and traveler. Her deep appreciation for beauty and culture, combined with her academic background, fueled her desire to depict Spain through an American lens during the early 20th century. Bates's travels support her profound understanding of the social and political climate of Spain, reflecting her capacity to engage with the complexities of European landscapes and their historical roots. "Spanish Highways and Byways" is a must-read for those who seek to understand the multifaceted spirit of Spain, as well as for lovers of travel literature. Bates's rich narrative not only facilitates an escape to the sun-drenched streets and rugged cliffs of Spain but also enriches readers with a deeper appreciation for the heritage and vibrancy of Spanish life.
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In "Horse Stories, and Stories of Other Animals," Thomas Wallace Knox masterfully weaves a rich tapestry of narratives that celebrate the bond between humans and animals. Through vivid prose and engaging storytelling, this compilation captures the essence of the human-animal relationship, exploring themes of companionship, loyalty, and adventure. Knox'Äôs style is both accessible and engaging, drawing readers into each tale with lively descriptions and well-crafted characters that depict the vernacular of the time, making it a delightful read for young and adult audiences alike. The literary context of this work positions it within the broader tradition of animal literature, reflecting the Victorian fascination with nature and the moral lessons often imparted through animal tales. Thomas Wallace Knox, a contemporary of many notable 19th-century writers, had a profound appreciation for the natural world and the animals within it. His experiences as a travel writer and journalist informed his deep understanding of both the human experience and the animal kingdom. This dual perspective enabled him to approach subjects with a unique sensitivity and insight, allowing him to explore the nuances of animal behavior and human emotion in encouraging ways. For readers who cherish tales that evoke empathy and understanding, "Horse Stories, and Stories of Other Animals" is a compelling recommendation. This collection not only entertains but also prompts reflection on the interdependence of life, making it an essential addition to the library of anyone who values storytelling as a window into human and animal kinships.
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In 'Murphy: A Message to Dog Lovers', Ernest Gambier-Parry delivers a heartfelt narrative that intertwines humor, affection, and poignant reflection on the bond between humans and their canine companions. The prose is both accessible and evocative, employing a distinctively conversational tone that invites readers into an intimate dialogue with the author. Set against a backdrop of personal anecdotes and universal truths about pet ownership, Gambier-Parry examines the joys and challenges that accompany a dog's life, presenting a compelling case for the emotional and psychological benefits of nurturing this timeless human-animal relationship. Ernest Gambier-Parry, an author and dog enthusiast, draws upon his own experiences with dogs to craft this narrative. His profound love and understanding of man's best friend resonate throughout the book, illuminating the nuances of canine behaviors and the myriad ways they enrich our lives. Gambier-Parry's background in both literature and animal welfare informs his compassionate approach, making this text as educational as it is engaging, appealing to both seasoned dog owners and potential adopters. 'With 'Murphy', readers are invited on a heartfelt journey that celebrates the unique joys dogs bring to our lives. This book is highly recommended for dog lovers and anyone interested in exploring the deeper connections between humans and their furry friends, providing not just entertainment but also valuable insights into the responsibilities and joys of caring for a dog.
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In "From Gretna Green to Land's End: A Literary Journey in England," Katharine Lee Bates invites readers on an evocative exploration of England's most iconic landscapes, tracing the literary footprints of celebrated writers through the country'Äôs picturesque and often overlooked corners. Written in a rich, lyrical style, Bates combines vivid imagery with keen observations, creating a tapestry of England's cultural heritage that speaks to both the heart and intellect. Set against a backdrop of historical and geographical significance, the work not only serves as a travelogue but also as a homage to the literary giants who have found inspiration in these varied locales. Bates, an esteemed poet and scholar, is perhaps best known for her composition of "America the Beautiful," but her deep appreciation for England's literary legacy profoundly shaped her perspective in this book. Educated at Wellesley College and a prolific writer, Bates possessed a unique understanding of both literature and geography, which allowed her to weave personal anecdote with scholarly insight. Her travels throughout England led to reflections on the interplay between landscape and literature, enriching the reader's understanding of both. This book is highly recommended for those passionate about literature, travel enthusiasts, or anyone seeking to uncover the intricate connections between place and prose. Through Bates' detailed descriptions and thoughtful analysis, readers will not only gain a greater appreciation for England's rich literary history but will also feel inspired to embark on their own journeys through these storied landscapes.
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    At its heart, this book traces how the road’s uncertainties reveal the steadfast grace of companionship, with a golden collie named Sigurd guiding a human imagination toward attentiveness, responsibility, and the quiet, transforming rituals of care that make travel feel like home.

Sigurd Our Golden Collie, and Other Comrades of the Road by Katharine Lee Bates belongs to the tradition of animal-centered literature, unfolding across domestic and travel settings and published in the early twentieth century. As its title suggests, the volume keeps company not only with Sigurd, a golden collie, but also with other wayfarers encountered along the journey. The result reads as a sequence of portraits rather than a single plotted narrative, a work where observation and affection form the connective tissue. Without demanding prior knowledge, it situates readers in a world of roads, thresholds, and the bonds that accompany them.

The premise is straightforward yet evocative: a writer attends closely to the character and conduct of a beloved dog and to additional companions met on the way, shaping their presence into reflective prose sketches. The reading experience is intimate and measured, inviting readers to slow down with the text’s cadence and notice mannerisms, encounters, and moods that might otherwise pass unremarked. The voice remains discerning without sentimentality, generous without indulgence, and clear without austerity. The mood favors warmth and curiosity, emphasizing the everyday drama of kinship between species and the small adventures that map a humane life.

Bates’s focus on a collie named Sigurd provides a stable center from which to contemplate larger questions: what loyalty looks like in action, how trust is earned and kept, and why attention is the first form of love. The “other comrades” widen the frame to include creatures and people who share the road, underscoring the reciprocity that travel makes visible. Ethical care emerges not as doctrine but as habit—an accumulation of choices about patience, safety, and respect. The book’s structure allows these themes to develop organically, inviting readers to engage through recognition rather than argument.

Stylistically, the prose favors clarity and poise, offering vivid but unforced detail that brings character to life through gesture and atmosphere. Scenes feel episodic, each sketch complete in itself while echoing the larger arc of companionship across distance. The descriptive method dwells on behaviors—glances, postures, routines—letting character emerge through observation rather than exposition. Humor appears in light touches, balanced by a reflective undercurrent that keeps the tone grounded. The result is a quietly lyrical book, hospitable to readers who value craft that is felt more than flaunted, and emotion that gathers through the steadiness of attention.

As a work of early twentieth-century prose, the book sits at a crossroads where travel writing, animal narrative, and personal reflection overlap. Its settings shift between road and hearth, yet the perspective remains consistent: the journey matters because it discloses relationships. Without relying on plot reversals, the momentum comes from noticing—how a companion adapts to a new path, how a meeting changes the day, how responsibility deepens with shared experience. This approach aligns form with theme, demonstrating that the art of seeing is itself a kind of passage, and that companionship is both subject and method.

Readers today may find the book resonant for its ethical steadiness and consoling clarity. In an age of distracted motion, it proposes a counterpractice: to move through the world with receptivity, to regard animals as fellow travelers rather than ornaments, and to recognize how care anchors freedom. For those drawn to humane narratives, reflective travel, or the literature of dogs, it offers a durable pleasure—neither nostalgic retreat nor moral tract, but a composed invitation to look closer. Sigurd’s presence, and that of the other comrades, suggests that the road’s true destination is companionship understood and honored.
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    Sigurd Our Golden Collie, and Other Comrades of the Road is a sequence of reminiscences centered on a beloved collie and broadened by sketches of other animals encountered over years of travel and daily life. Presented in a loosely chronological order, the book opens with the dog’s arrival and growth into a steady companion, then widens to portraits of working and domestic animals met on roads, farms, and in towns. The narrative blends observation, anecdote, and brief travel notes, emphasizing the distinct character of each creature. Without polemic, the author records episodes that reveal habits, loyalties, and the quiet labor of animals alongside humans.

The early chapters introduce Sigurd’s appearance, temperament, and training. Details of his naming, first lessons in obedience, and the establishment of household routines present a framework for understanding his later behavior. The account notes how a collie’s inherited tendencies—alertness, herding instinct, and sensitivity to voice—shape everyday interactions. Scenes of early walks, meetings with neighbors, and cautious exploration of new places outline the dog’s growing confidence. The book treats these milestones plainly, focusing on observable conduct rather than sentiment, and uses them to explain how a well-managed companionship develops from consistent expectations and the animal’s readiness to interpret human cues.

As Sigurd matures, the narrative records his responses to community life. He adapts to visitors and strangers, learns boundaries in public spaces, and demonstrates protective attention without needless barking or aggression. The chapters emphasize routines that keep a lively dog occupied: errands, supervised play, and quiet attendance during work. Episodes highlight his recognition of family members at a distance, deference to children, and patience with the infirm. The author traces how these patterns form a dependable character, suggesting that predictability, kindly firmness, and regular exercise produce steadiness. The collie’s manners on walks and at thresholds become a recurring measure of his progress.

The book next recounts challenges that test the dog’s training. Weather, crowds, and sudden noises require composure on streets and rail platforms. Occasional missteps—overexcitement, a chase begun too eagerly, or confusion at crossroad commands—are described alongside corrective strategies. The narrative notes the dog’s facility with tone rather than elaborate vocabulary, and his ability to match human pace or halt on gesture. Instances of finding the way back after short separations illustrate memory and scenting skill. These episodes are presented as practical demonstrations of canine intelligence shaped by routine, showing how reliable behavior emerges from repeated, calm rehearsal rather than harsh discipline.

Travel provides another thread, placing Sigurd in inns, ferries, carriages, and on country lanes. The narrative observes how a dog accommodates unfamiliar quarters, accepts tethering when required, and navigates the courtesy expected in public conveyances. Encounters with drivers, innkeepers, and fellow passengers introduce brief character sketches of people who respond helpfully or warily to a well-behaved animal. Landscape descriptions stay secondary, serving mainly to show how different settings—coastal paths, villages, and market squares—present new signals to read. The chapters use these movements to illustrate the portability of good habits and the way a companion animal can accompany varied human activity without disorder.

Midway, the focus broadens to the "other comrades" promised by the title. Short portraits present dogs met on farms, cats who rule parlors and stables, and birds whose regular rounds become landmarks of a neighborhood. There are also working animals encountered in travel: patient donkeys, carriage horses, and teamsters’ partners. Each sketch centers on a distinct trait—endurance, ingenuity, or dignified routine—rather than on elaborate plot. Owners and handlers appear briefly, offering context in a sentence or two about training or customary tasks. The tone remains observational, recording behaviors and incidents that suggest competence, restraint, and mutual accommodations between species.

Several vignettes emphasize the labor of draft animals, noting the signals, harness, and pacing by which horse and human share a task. Others attend to small domestic rituals—a cat’s patrol, a songbird’s daily hour, a shepherd dog’s glance—showing how regularity quietly orders a household. The book remarks on differences in treatment seen from place to place, from careful grooming to careless overload, without extended moralizing. Instead, it exhibits examples of considerate practice and the workable results they produce. These sketches support a consistent inference: attentiveness and fair limits bring out steadiness, while neglect or confusion multiplies risk for animal and handler alike.

Later chapters return to Sigurd in his older years. The narrative notes changes in gait, diminished play, and the adjustments that preserve dignity and comfort. Routines shift to shorter outings and closer supervision, while the dog’s habitual politeness remains. When illness arrives, the account records practical care and quiet household arrangements rather than dramatic scenes. The concluding pages on Sigurd balance gratitude for long companionship with a plain acknowledgment of parting. This restraint aligns with the book’s method throughout: to set down specific behaviors and arrangements, allowing readers to see how a faithful animal’s life is marked by continuity as much as by event.

The book closes by drawing together its observations from home and road. It presents animals as partners in daily work and travel, whose reliability grows from patient instruction, consistent signals, and humane limits. Without argumentation, the cumulative sketches suggest a simple program: respect capacities, provide order, and recognize service. The author’s purpose is to preserve clear recollections of creatures who shared tasks and journeys, and to commend practices that sustain such companionships. The style remains anecdotal and descriptive, the focus practical rather than philosophical. The overall message is a record of steadfast presence and of the ordinary decencies that make it possible.
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    Katharine Lee Bates sets Sigurd Our Golden Collie, and Other Comrades of the Road largely in the Northeastern United States in the early twentieth century, with a home base in Wellesley, Massachusetts. The book’s vignettes unfold along New England roads, village greens, and coastal byways at the cusp of the Progressive Era (circa 1890–1920), when railways, bicycles, and the early motorcar stitched towns together. Bates, a Wellesley College professor, writes from the perspective of an educated woman traveling with a beloved dog, observing farmers, teamsters, and townsfolk. The time and place register a society negotiating rapid change—industrial mills, immigrant neighborhoods, and reformist energy—while the countryside still offered intimate, face-to-face encounters on the road.

The Progressive Era’s reform surge forms the broad historical canvas. Between 1890 and 1920, urbanization and immigration reshaped Boston, Lowell, and Lawrence, while reformers targeted child labor, food safety, and municipal corruption. Settlement houses such as South End House (Boston, 1892) bridged class divides; state-level investigations expanded factory inspection; and federal milestones included the Pure Food and Drug Act (1906). Bates’s humane, civic-minded perspective echoes this temper: her road encounters and attention to everyday ethics mirror a culture pressing for fairer institutions and kinder habits. The book’s gracious, observant tone channels Progressive moral reform—patient persuasion, public courtesy, and uplift—more than agitation, yet its sympathies align with reformist aims.

The Good Roads Movement decisively shaped the book’s milieu. Originating with cyclists in the League of American Wheelmen (founded 1880) and amplified by Good Roads magazine (1892), the campaign accelerated with automobilism: the American Automobile Association formed in 1902; Ford’s Model T debuted in 1908; the Lincoln Highway was dedicated in 1913. In New England, voluntary associations and state highway commissions macadamized farm-to-market routes and improved bridges, altering patterns of travel and sociability. Bates’s title foregrounds roads as social spaces, and her narratives of wayfarers, wagons, cyclists, and early motorists register the democratic promise—and frictions—of shared thoroughfares. The book’s gentle etiquette of passing, helping, and conversing embodies Good Roads’ civic ideal of connectivity.

The humane movement and dog culture also frame the text. The ASPCA (New York, 1866, founded by Henry Bergh) and the MSPCA (Boston, 1868, founded by George T. Angell) spread anti-cruelty legislation, humane education, and the Band of Mercy clubs in schools. The American Kennel Club (1884) standardized breeds as dog shows popularized collies—favored since Queen Victoria’s Balmoral kennels in the 1860s—across the Atlantic. Around 1900–1915, New England towns expanded dog licensing and rabies-control ordinances, while humane societies promoted leashing, veterinary care, and kind training. Bates’s portrayal of Sigurd models responsible guardianship, arguing by example that animals are moral companions. The book leverages the collie’s intelligence and loyalty to advance the Progressive ethic of compassion in everyday life.

Women’s higher education and civic activism power the book’s vantage point. Wellesley College, chartered in 1870 and opened in 1875 by founders Henry and Pauline Durant, created professional pathways for women. Bates, a professor of English, worked alongside economist and dean Katharine Coman, whose Industrial History of the United States (1905) sharpened campus engagement with labor and policy. Massachusetts hosted a major suffrage referendum on 2 November 1915; despite intensive organizing by the Massachusetts Woman Suffrage Association, the amendment failed statewide (approximately 35.5% in favor). Bates’s independent travel and public voice—accompanied by Sigurd as a practical safeguard and social bridge—embody the expanding, contested freedoms of educated women who claimed the open road and the civic sphere as their own.

Immigration and labor unrest in Massachusetts were central realities. The Lawrence textile strike of 1912—“Bread and Roses”—mobilized 20,000–25,000 largely immigrant workers after a pay cut tied to a new hours law. Organized by the Industrial Workers of the World, it witnessed the fatal shooting of Anna LoPizzo (29 January 1912), the arrests of Joseph Ettor and Arturo Giovannitti, and U.S. House hearings in March. The settlement brought wage increases across New England mills. Traveling through mill towns and rail corridors, Bates encountered multilingual, multiethnic communities whose struggles for dignity paralleled her ethical themes. The book’s respectful encounters with itinerants and workers mirror the era’s contest over industrial justice and public sympathy.

Conservation and scenic touring supplied the landscapes of travel. The Weeks Act (1911), sponsored by Massachusetts congressman John Wingate Weeks, authorized federal purchase of eastern forests for watershed protection, paving the way for the White Mountain National Forest (formally established 1918). The Appalachian Mountain Club (founded 1876) and state park commissions improved trails and access, while the National Park Service was created in 1916 to unify federal stewardship. In coastal Massachusetts, infrastructure projects like the privately built Cape Cod Canal (opened 1914) reorganized regional routes. Bates’s road sketches dwell on woods, shores, and village commons, reflecting a conservationist sensibility that pairs mobility with mindful caretaking of American scenery.

As social and political critique, the book advances a Progressive ethic that exposes class distance, cruelty to animals, and the rough edges of rapid modernization. By centering a woman traveler and her collie, it quietly challenges gendered constraints on movement and public speech. Its roads assemble farmers, immigrants, motorists, and “tramps” into a common civic theater, revealing inequities in work, policing, and courtesy. The humane treatment of animals becomes a test of character and citizenship, implying that compassion should govern labor relations and public policy as well. In depicting shared spaces that require mutual regard, the book critiques callousness and endorses reform grounded in everyday, practical ethics.
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VIGI



Wisest of dogs was Vigi, a tawny-coated hound

That King Olaf, warring over green hills of Ireland, found;

His merry Norse were driving away a mighty herd[1q]

For feasts upon the dragonships, when an isleman dared a word:




"From all those stolen hundreds, well might ye spare my score."

"Ay, take them," quoth the gamesome king, "but not a heifer more.

Choose out thine own, nor hinder us; yet choose without a slip."

The isleman laughed and whistled, his finger at his lip.




Oh, swift the bright-eyed Vigi went darting through the herd

And singled out his master's neat with a nose that never erred,

And drave the star-marked twenty forth, to the wonder of the king,

Who bought the hound right honestly, at the price of a broad gold ring.




If the herddog dreamed of an Irish voice and of cattle on the hill,

He told it not to Olaf the King, whose will was Vigi's will,

But followed him far in faithful love and bravely helped him win

His famous fight with Thorir Hart and Raud, the wizard Finn.




Above the clamor and the clang shrill sounded Vigi's bark,

And when the groaning ship of Raud drew seaward to the dark,

And Thorir Hart leapt to the land, bidding his rowers live

Who could, Olaf and Vigi strained hard on the fugitive.




'Twas Vigi caught the runner's heel and stayed the windswift flight

Till Olaf's well-hurled spear had changed the day to endless night

For Thorir Hart, but not before his sword had stung the hound,

Whom the heroes bore on shield to ship, all grieving for his wound.




Now proud of heart was Vigi to be borne to ship on shield,

And many a day thereafter, when the bitter thrust was healed,

Would the dog leap up on the Vikings and coax with his Irish wit

Till 'mid laughter a shield was leveled, and Vigi rode on it.





 

PUPPYHOOD


Table of Contents



"Only the envy was, that it lasted not still, or, now it is past, cannot by imagination, much less description, be recovered to a part of that spirit it had in the gliding by."

—Jonson's Masque of Hymen.

Sigurd was related to Vigi only by the line of Scandinavian literature. The Lady of Cedar Hill was enjoying the long summer daylights and marvelous rainbows of Norway, when word reached her that her livestock had been increased by the advent of ten puppies, and back there came for them all, by return mail, heroic names straight out of that splendid old saga of Burnt Njal.

But this is not the beginning of the story. Indeed, Sigurd's story probably emerges from a deeper distance than the story of mankind. Millions of glad creatures, his tawny ancestors, ranged the Highlands, slowly giving their wild hearts to the worship of man, and left no pedigree. The utmost of our knowledge only tells us that Sigurd's sire, the rough-coated collie Barwell Ralph (pronounced Rāfe), born September 3, 1894, was the son of Heather Ralph, a purple name with wind and ripples in it, himself the son of the sonorous Stracathro Ralph, whose parents were Christopher, a champion of far renown, and Stracathro Fancy; and of lovely Apple Blossom, offspring of Metchley Wonder and Grove Daisy. Ralph's mother of blessed memory was Aughton Bessie; her parents were Edgbarton Marvel, son of that same champion Christopher and Sweet Marie, and Wellesbourne Ada, in proudest Scotch descent from Douglas and Lady.

Sigurd's mother, Trapelo Dora, born May 16, 1900, was also a sable and white rough collie. Her sire, Barwell Masterpiece, son of Rightaway and Caermarther Lass, had for dashing grandsires Finsbury Pilot and Ringleader, and for gentle grandams, Miss Purdue and Jane. Her mother, Barwell Queenie, came of the great lineage of Southport Perfection and numbered among her ancestors a Beauty, a Princess and a Barwell Bess.

Those ten puppies, poor innocents, had something to live up to.

But their sire, Ralph, cared nothing for his distinguished progenitors, not even for that prize grandmother who had sold for eight hundred pounds, in comparison with the Lady of Cedar Hill, whom he frankly adored. His most blissful moments were those in which he was allowed to sit up on the lounge beside her, his paw in her palm, his head on her shoulder, his brown eyes rolling up to her face with a look of liquid ecstasy. He had been the guardian of Cedar Hill several years when Dora arrived. Shipped from those same Surrey kennels in which Ralph uttered his first squeal, her long journey over sea and land had been a fearsome experience. When the expressman dumped a travelworn box, labeled Live Dog, in the generous country house hall, and proceeded with some nervousness to knock off the slats, the assembled household grouped themselves behind the most reassuring pieces of furniture for protection against the outrush of a ferocious beast. But the delicate little collie that shot forth was herself in such terror that even the waiting dish of warm milk and bread, into which she splashed at once, could not allay her panic. From room to room she raced, hiding under sofas and behind screens, finding nothing that gave her peace, not even when she came up against a long mirror and fronted her own reflection, another scared little collie, which she tried to kiss with a puzzled tongue against the glass. Then in sauntered the lordly Ralph, whose indignant growl at the intruder died in his astonished throat as Dora confidingly flung herself upon him, leaping up and clinging to his well-groomed neck with grimy forelegs quivering for joy. Ralph was a dog who prided himself on his respectability. Affronted, shocked, he shook off this impudent young hussy, but homesick little Dora would not be repelled. Here, at last, was something she recognized, something that belonged to her lost world of the kennels. Let Ralph be as surly as he might, he had her perfect confidence from the outset, while the winsome Lady of Cedar Hill had to coax for days before Dora would make the first timid response to these strange overtures of human friendship.

As for Ralph, he decided to tolerate the nuisance and in course of time found her gypsy pranks amusing, even although she treated him with increasing levity. As he took his prolonged siesta, she would frisk about him, biting first one ear and then the other, till at last he would rise in magnificent menace and go chasing after her, his middle-aged dignity melting from him in the fun of the frolic, till his antics outcapered her own.

Dora's wits were brighter than his. If the Lady of Cedar Hill, after tossing a ball several times to the further end of the hall, for them to dash after in frantic emulation and bring back to her, only made a feint of throwing it, Ralph would hunt and hunt through the far corners of the room, while Dora, soon satisfying herself that the ball was not there, would dance back again and nose about the hands and pockets of her mistress, evidently concluding that the ball had not been thrown. Or if a door were closed upon them, Ralph would scratch long and furiously at its lower edge, while Dora, finding such efforts futile, would spring up and strike with her paw at the knob.

The date made momentous by the arrival of the ten puppies was August 20, 1902. The Lady of Cedar Hill, home from the Norland, found Dora full of the prettiest pride in her fuzzy babies, while Ralph, stalking about in jealous disgust, did his best to convey the impression that those troublesome absurdities were in no way related to him. This was not so easy, for they, one and all, were smitten with admiration of their august father and determination to follow in his steps. No sooner did Ralph, after casting one glare of contempt upon his family, stroll off nonchalantly toward the famous Maze, the Mecca of all the children in the neighboring factory town, than a line of eager puppies went waddling after. Glancing uneasily back, Ralph would give vent to a fierce paternal snarl, whereat squat on their stomachs would grovel the train, every puppy wriggling all over with delicious fright. But no sooner did Ralph proceed, with an attempt to resume his careless bachelor poise, than again he found those ten preposterous puppies panting along in a wavy procession at his very heels.
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