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To our grandchildren: Peyton, Reese, Parker, Beckham, Jack, Norah, and Maya. I love you. I believe in you. Change the world. Now is the time to lead.


“With a pillar of cloud You led them by day, and with a pillar of fire by night to light for them the way in which they were to go.”


NEHEMIAH 9:12














INTRODUCTION







Recently, I chose to leave a significant position of leadership. Decisions were made that impacted the organization in such a way that I felt I could no longer lead effectively.


This decision to leave brought about great personal loss in ways I had never experienced before. The losses of identity, influence, relationships, and future impact in leadership absolutely devastated me personally. God used this experience to humble me and teach me to walk with him day by day and night by night, experiencing the presence of God. Each day I looked for the cloud, and each night I looked for the pillar of fire.


The inspiration for Day by Day and Night by Night came from this journey, and it will inspire you to experience the presence of God daily. You can go through each day’s devotion in one sitting or divide it easily, bringing inspiration to your mornings and your evenings. Overall, this devotional can contribute to your development as a leader, and if you are part of a team or a small group, consider going on this journey together.


May you soon be compelled to repeat daily this declaration: Day by day and night by night, I want to experience the presence of God.















JANUARY








 








JANUARY 1


EXPERIENCING THE PRESENCE OF GOD





“With a pillar of cloud You led them by day, and with a pillar of fire by night to light for them the way in which they were to go.”


NEHEMIAH 9:12


God wants you to experience his presence day by day and night by night. In the past, God was faithful to reveal himself to his people and clarify his way and will for their lives. God led them with a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. While God manifested his presence to them by cloud and by fire, he manifests his presence to us through the Holy Spirit. God is with us always. Look for him today.




DECLARE THIS TODAY


I will experience God’s presence day by day and night by night this year.


[image: ]


Did you look for God today? His cloud? His fire? As a leader, you need to experience God’s presence. You must always know God’s will and direction for you and the people God has entrusted you to lead. Whether you are a leader in business, government, finance, law, education, sports, health care, the military, or ministry, you always need to know God is with you. Your greatest asset in leadership is to experience God’s presence day by day and night by night. With God, nothing is impossible.


God, I want to experience your presence day by day and night by night this year. Show me your way. Amen.


 














JANUARY 2


WHAT DO YOU SEE?





The LORD said to me, “What do you see, Amos?”


AMOS 7:8


What do you see for the future in this first week of the year? Having vision is seeing something before you see it. Leaders see their goals with their spiritual eyes before they ever see the vision come to fruition with their physical eyes. God revealed to Amos the future and shared his role with him. In the same way, God is asking each of us today, What are you seeing right now for your life and future this year? Keep your eyes and heart open, and God will reveal it to you.




DECLARE THIS TODAY


I will see what God sees for my life and leadership this year.
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Sometimes what God wants us to see for life and leadership is more than evident. He is not hiding our future from us or playing spiritual games with us. Yet sometimes we struggle to see what God wants us to see. Therefore, we need to talk to God about our life and leadership. Simultaneously, we also need to open the Bible each day to read it and hear what God is saying to us in his Word. When we do this, his path for our life often becomes clearer. Additionally, connecting with a local church so we have a spiritual family is a significant asset. Our church family will pray for us to see what God wants us to see and may even act as messengers of God’s guidance.


Lord, I want to see what you want me to see in my life and future. Amen.


 














JANUARY 3


RALLY PEOPLE TO A BETTER FUTURE





They said, “Let’s arise and build.”


NEHEMIAH 2:18


Leadership is hard, and today’s leaders have an extraordinary challenge before them. Leading has always been difficult, but it seems the challenge is extraordinary today due to the amplification of public opinion. Instant communication ignites public opinion both negatively and positively.


When Nehemiah declared Jerusalem was devastated and its security was at significant risk, he called for everyone to unite and rebuild Jerusalem for God’s glory. His clear and compelling vision led the people to respond by saying, “Let’s arise and build.” What moved the people to make this decision? Nehemiah, a great leader who rallied people to a better future.




DECLARE THIS TODAY


I will become a leader who rallies others to a better future.
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When God begins to reveal his future to a leader, that leader needs to share with the people what God has put in their heart to say and to do. With transparency, the leaders should speak about the greatness of God as they share the vision with others. Why is this important? The people need assurance that there is nothing our God cannot do. Yet due diligence is essential and should always precede the verbal communication of the vision. This takes time. Therefore, the “spirit of hurry” is not an attribute nor an asset to the Spirit of God. He is the only one who rallies people to the future God has for them.


Our Father, empower me to lead others to a better future. Amen.


 














JANUARY 4


YOUR BURDEN SHOULD AWAKEN YOU





When I heard these words, I sat down and wept and mourned for days; and I was fasting and praying before the God of heaven.


NEHEMIAH 1:4


A burden is something troubling that you get up with in the morning, live with through the day, and even go to bed with in the evening. And no, I am not talking about your spouse! When a leader feels burdened about the future, this burden should become a wake-up call to act.


When Nehemiah saw the great distress within Jerusalem and the obvious disgrace of its condition, he was deeply and emotionally moved to do something about it. His burden became a wake-up call in his life and his leadership. Will you do something today about the things that burden you?




DECLARE THIS TODAY


I will let the burdens in my life wake me up to act.
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Before Nehemiah even thought about repairing walls and the people rising to build them, he prayed and fasted. In humility, he prayed and fasted. These spiritual disciplines preceded his actions. Fasting occurs when you abstain from food while keeping a spiritual goal in mind. While it can help bring clarity to a situation, fasting may be a path that not everyone can take because of health concerns. However, prayer is not optional. Prayer should always be your first choice and not your last resort. This year, talk to God about your burdens and sometimes join your prayers with fasting.


Lord, may prayer always be my first choice and not my last resort. Amen.


 














JANUARY 5


LOVING GOD WITH YOUR ALL





You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.


DEUTERONOMY 6:5


God loves you. He has given to you the gift of his Son, Jesus Christ, to die on the cross for your sins and the sins of the whole world. God gave, and still provides today, 100 percent of himself to you. When we ask Jesus Christ to come into our lives, we receive his gift of eternal life. This begins a daily relationship with God. Scripture calls upon us to love the Lord our God with all our heart and with all our soul and with all our strength. Therefore, we are to love God with all of who we are and all that he has given us.




DECLARE THIS TODAY


I will love God with 100 percent of my life, day by day and night by night.
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We should aspire each day to love God with all we are and with all we have. When we worship God each Sunday, whether we are singing, praying, or listening to the preaching of God’s Word, we should be fully engaged and responsive to him. This is loving and worshiping God with all our heart, all our soul, and all our strength, which will require you to be present where you are.


God, from this day forward, I will love you with all my heart, all my soul, and all my strength. Amen.


 














JANUARY 6


BE PRESENT WHERE YOU ARE





To the weak I became weak, that I might gain the weak; I have become all things to all people, so that I may by all means save some.


1 CORINTHIANS 9:22


Without ever compromising the Bible or the gospel, the apostle Paul was willing to become all things to all people for them to know Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. This was a remarkable testimony of his life and personal commitment to the Lord. Paul was so committed to sharing the good news of Jesus Christ with the whole world that he was willing to be present wherever he was and with whomever he was at the time. This verse illustrates one of the most powerful principles in leadership: be present where you are.




DECLARE THIS TODAY


I will be present wherever I am and with whomever I am today.


[image: ]


Have you ever been in a conversation with someone and felt they were not there with you? Their eyes were not focused on you, and they made you feel unimportant to them. We know what this is like and how this makes us feel. This violates the principle of being present wherever you are.


The most outstanding leaders I know are always assuring others that they value and appreciate them. Being present can be something as simple as actively listening to and engaging with others. Apply this to your family, friends, colleagues, and even people you do not know.


God, help me to always prioritize people and be present wherever I am. Amen.


 














JANUARY 7


READ THE BIBLE DAILY





Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.


PSALM 119:105


Reading God’s Word daily becomes a lamp to your feet and a light to your path. Experiencing the presence of God day by day and night by night only occurs when the Bible plays a significant part in your life. When you read the Bible, God speaks to you.


Trucking magnate J. B. Hunt used to tell me that the Bible was like a map for him to live his life by. He compared it to how he needed a map when he was a truck driver. Knowing where he was going and how to get there was always his priority. Every leader needs to know where they are going. The Bible will help you get there successfully. Will you read the Bible daily and let it be a road map for your life?




DECLARE THIS TODAY


I will read the Bible daily.


[image: ]


The most significant spiritual discipline I have ever implemented in my life is reading God’s Word daily and reading through the entire Bible annually. For over thirty years, I have read the Bible through at least one time each year. Nothing else has impacted my life more significantly. In times of transition and through the deepest days of disappointment and discouragement as a leader, the Holy Spirit has used God’s Word to lift my spirit, restore my faith, and declare unwaveringly that our God is faithful. He will do the same for you.


God, when I read the Bible daily, please speak to me and change me. Amen.


 














JANUARY 8


TALK TO GOD DAILY





“When you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by others.”


MATTHEW 6:5 NIV


Prayer is a mystery. Prayer is a conversation with God. Jesus wants you to talk to him. But remember that he also wants to speak to you, and he does this through his Word, the Bible. The phrase “when you pray” in today’s verse operates on the belief that you will want to talk to God about your entire life. Therefore, he gives you an open invitation to pray. You can go to God anywhere, at any time, about anything.




DECLARE THIS TODAY


I will talk to God daily.


[image: ]


Why would you not want to go into the presence of God each day? You have direct access to God, and he invites you to talk to him. You can spend time with God and deepen your relationship with him.


Prayer shapes your mindset, changes your perspective, improves your attitude, and even conforms your will to God’s sovereign and providential will for your life. Yes, prayer changes you. So here is one way you can pray more consistently. Make a list of a few people, situations, burdens, or whatever concerns are on your heart. Then talk to God about them each day.


Lord, I want you to teach me how to pray each day consistently and effectively. Amen.


 














JANUARY 9


THE SECRET PLACE





“When you pray, go into your inner room, close your door, and pray to your Father who is in secret.”


MATTHEW 6:6


In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus did not just invite us to pray, but he also instructed us how to pray. While using the hypocrites as his example of how not to pray, he called his followers to pray in the secret place. Jesus said this is how we are to pray. He wants each of us to enter a private room where nothing can interrupt or distract us. Close the door, focus, and talk to him in this secret place. The secret place is private and secluded so you can focus when you pray.




DECLARE THIS TODAY


I will establish a special, private place where I will talk to God daily.


[image: ]


My home office is my secret place. I enter, close the door, meet with God, and experience his presence. My wife, Jeana, also has a secret place in our home where she meets with God daily.


Do you have a private place to meet with God daily? If not, create one.


In the secret place of prayer, there are no CEOs, no presidents, no pastors, no doctors, no titles, and no positions. Prayer is a place without pressure, interruption, labels, or accusations. It is you being alone with God. There is power in the secret place.


Father in heaven, create in me a greater desire and passion for meeting with you daily in the secret place. Amen.


 














JANUARY 10


JESUS IS CHANGELESS





Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today, and forever.


HEBREWS 13:8


The declaration in today’s verse from Hebrews 13:8 affirms that Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever. He is changeless and unalterable. Jesus Christ changes people, but Jesus himself, his character, never changes. Through conversion, Jesus has the power to change us supernaturally. Through sanctification, Jesus has the power to transform us continually. Whatever he promises is everlasting. Whatever he chooses to do will illustrate his unstoppable, incomprehensible power. Jesus is God, and he can do anything.




DECLARE THIS TODAY


I am confident that Jesus Christ will do whatever he promises to do.


[image: ]


The Jesus we read about in the Bible is the same Jesus we know today. “What He was when He walked through Judaea, Samaria, and Galilee, He is now.”     1 There is no difference, so stop trying to qualify what God can or will do today. Our God can do anything.


I have seen and experienced the mighty hand of God in my life and through his church. I have seen Jesus remove obstacles and open doors of opportunity for our church to have significant impact on thousands of people who come to know him personally. Therefore, with confidence, I encourage you to know this: whatever your greatest problem may be today, there is nothing our God cannot do.


Jesus, you are changeless; therefore, I believe you can do anything. Amen.


 














JANUARY 11


REST A LITTLE WHILE





He said to them, “Come away by yourselves to a secluded place and rest a little while.”


MARK 6:31


Busyness and crises happened even in the days of Jesus. In the sixth chapter of Mark, a series of recorded events led to Jesus calling his followers to come away with him to rest a little while. The most tragic event was the beheading of John the Baptist. Upon hearing this news, Jesus knew his followers needed to draw aside and rest.


Rest is a biblical principle that we must adhere to in life and even in our leadership. Just as Jesus wanted his followers then to come away and experience refreshment, peace, and rest, so he wants the same for us today.




DECLARE THIS TODAY


I will value the need for rest and refreshment in my life.


[image: ]


Have you ever been so busy with demands that you struggled to find time to eat? Jesus’ followers faced this same problem. Yet they drew aside with Jesus. We may think that rest gets in our way or prevents us from achieving our goals. However, as we can see in this biblical example, this brief time away did not set them back but set them up to experience back-to-back miracles. So God uses even rest and refreshment for the next great thing he may want to do in and through us.


Oh God, use times of rest, refreshment, and peace to prepare me to experience your mighty power in my life. Amen.


 














JANUARY 12


WE NEED THE CHURCH





Let us not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but encourage one another, especially now that the day of his return is drawing near.


HEBREWS 10:25 NLT


The New Testament is a historical record of God’s activity in the church as a whole and through specific local churches named in it. We even learn in the Scriptures about specific people in these churches. The church is a biblical community of baptized believers and followers of Jesus Christ. Culture does not define us, but the Scriptures define us. We are a spiritual family on a mission with God across the world. While the church ministers to people daily, the church also worships God together weekly. We should not neglect this but prioritize it in our weekly schedule.




DECLARE THIS TODAY


I will prioritize worshiping God each week at my church.


[image: ]


Everyone needs spiritual encouragement. The church is to be a family of encouragement. The church’s mission to preach the gospel to the entire world gives us a vision that is more significant than each of us. We need the church.


I do not want to walk through life alone, and you probably do not either. The church adds value to our life, family, community, and the world. One day, a crisis will happen, we will feel pain, and we will experience loss. Not one of us escapes these life experiences. We need the church daily, weekly, and eternally to see us through the good times and the bad.


Lord, I love you, and may I live life knowing that I need the church. Amen.


 














JANUARY 13


A DAILY QUIET TIME





In the morning, LORD, You will hear my voice; in the morning I will present my prayer to You and be on the watch.


PSALM 5:3


In Psalm 5:3, morning means the first part of the day. While the nighttime is ending, the breaking of the day is beginning. In Hebrew thought, the morning is the time to do the most important matters of the day. There is also an urgency in this passage to pray and watch with God. Before God, we plead our case, laying out our life before him and bringing order to the day. Each of us needs to have a daily quiet time with God. Spending time with God is our most important appointment each day.




DECLARE THIS TODAY


I am going to have a quiet time with God daily.


[image: ]


The morning is prime time for spending quiet time with God, but the timing is a personal decision. What matters most is that you do it daily. People often ask me how I manage to have a daily quiet time. Here are a few tips to keep in mind:




	Establish a set time.


	Determine a set place.


	Develop a plan for spending time with God, which may include reading the Bible, talking to him, and allowing the Holy Spirit to fill you.


	Leave this quiet time with the goal of pleasing God.





Oh God, empower me with the Holy Spirit to have a daily quiet time with you. Amen.


 














JANUARY 14


BE FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT





Do not get drunk with wine, in which there is debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit.


EPHESIANS 5:18


The most forgotten command in Christianity today is to be filled with the Spirit. This imperative means allowing the Holy Spirit to control, dominate, and direct you. Since Paul gave us this instruction in the present tense, we must be filled repeatedly and continually. Day by day, night by night, and moment by moment, we are to be ever filled with the Holy Spirit. This leads to wise living. Being filled with the Holy Spirit is the only way we can consistently and effectively represent Jesus in this world.


Conversely, we are forbidden from allowing substances such as wine, our careers, or our idols to control us. Each of these leads to reckless living.




DECLARE THIS TODAY


I will ask God to fill me with the Holy Spirit.


[image: ]


One of the most consequential decisions you will make daily as a leader is to be filled with the Holy Spirit. This is your greatest need. The concern is not how much of the Holy Spirit you have in your life but how much of you the Holy Spirit is controlling each day. To be filled by the Holy Spirit each day, take these three steps: (1) confess your sins to God, (2) surrender your life to him completely, and (3) ask him to fill you with the Holy Spirit.


Lord, I surrender all of myself to all of you. Fill me with your Holy Spirit. Amen.


 














JANUARY 15


THE UNINVITED GUEST





“When you pass through the waters, I will be with you.”


ISAIAH 43:2


On this date in 1990, an uninvited guest came to our home. The steps we believed to be procedural and preventive soon became something else. Before noon, we discovered that cancer had become an uninvited guest in my wife’s body and our family. This led to a year with multiple ups and downs. Jeana underwent surgery, months of challenging and grueling chemotherapy treatments, and radiation treatments; however, God began healing her body. Through the entire experience, God worked in our lives powerfully.


Just as God was with us then, so he is with us now. Whatever you may be going through in your life, family, career, or any other area, our God is with you.




DECLARE THIS TODAY


I am confident that God is with me.


[image: ]


I believed God wanted me to pray for Jeana’s healing by standing every day on Isaiah 43:1–3. I also joined this with a day of fasting, one day a week. Yes, God did heal Jeana, and we thank God for it. This entire experience humbled us, taught us, and prepared us for everything we have endured since that time.


Who is the uninvited guest in your life right now? Is it a person, a diagnosis, a career setback, a financial disaster, or something different? Always know that God is with you and will see you through it all. Therefore, rejoice; you are not alone.


Father, help me to remember you are always with me. Amen.


 














JANUARY 16


WHEN GOD GIVES YOU VISION





The LORD answered me and said, “Write down the vision and inscribe it clearly on tablets, so that one who reads it may run.”


HABAKKUK 2:2


God alone is the giver of visions. A vision from God is more than just a good idea because it is God’s idea. The more time you spend with God, the more vision he will pour into your life.


The prophet Habakkuk yearned for God to give him vision. He did not look to others but to God alone. Scripture says he was standing, looking, and waiting for God to speak to him. Then God gave Habakkuk his vision. We need to do as Habakkuk did. Are you looking to God to give you a vision?




DECLARE THIS TODAY


I am looking to God alone to give me his vision for my life and future.


[image: ]


When God speaks to you and places his vision into your heart, do what he says to do with the vision:




	Write it down.


	Make it clear.


	Run to it.





Simultaneously, realize that God gives every vision for a specific time, his time. It can be hard to wait, but if you are clear about what the vision is, others will be better able to understand and run to it with excitement. Even if it is delayed, they can wait with greater faith because they have a firm sense of what to expect. Until then, keep your eyes on the vision and live by faith. If God says it, in his time he will do it.


Lord, give me your vision for my life and future so that I may run to it. Amen.


 














JANUARY 17


WAITING IN FAITH





“The vision is yet for the appointed time; it hurries toward the goal and it will not fail. Though it delays, wait for it; for it will certainly come, it will not delay long.”


HABAKKUK 2:3


God uses every experience in life to increase our maturity in him. Once he gives you his vision for the future, God uses even a delay of the vision to speak to us. Waiting in faith is a part of walking with God and becoming the leader God wants you to be. If becoming a leader is God’s vision for you, it will undoubtedly come. Moreover, today’s verse says, “It will not delay long.” Therefore, we can wait with great faith and expect the vision to be fulfilled.




DECLARE THIS TODAY


I will wait with great faith and expectation for God to fulfill the vision.


[image: ]


While we wait in faith for God to fulfill the vision, we learn that faith is waiting. We wait with expectation because we are convinced that what God says he will do, he will do. So yes, the vision will undoubtedly come. This is also why God says his timing is significant and that if a delay comes, he will bring the vision into reality in his time. Leaders must continue to lead through a season of waiting upon the Lord. Remember that you are leading with faith and not with doubt. Therefore, believe God and lead.


Father, when you give me your vision about anything, I believe you will do it. Amen.


 














JANUARY 18


SPEAKING OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD





To these He also presented Himself alive after His suffering, by many convincing proofs, appearing to them over a period of forty days and speaking of things regarding the kingdom of God.


ACTS 1:3


After Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection, he was on earth for forty days. When Jesus appeared to others, his message to them was about the kingdom of God. Much of what Jesus said across these forty days he might have said before, but now people were listening to him in a completely different manner.


The grand story of the Bible is about the kingdom of God. The kingdom of God is the presence of Jesus Christ, ruling as Lord and King in the supernatural power of the Holy Spirit.




DECLARE THIS TODAY


I declare that Jesus rules as Lord and King in the supernatural power of the Holy Spirit.


[image: ]


For forty days, Jesus spoke about things relating to the kingdom of God. Since this was on Jesus’ heart, it should be on ours also. As Jesus’ church, we need to advance the good news of Jesus to the whole world. Before Christ returns, he will extend his reign and his kingdom to every corner of every galaxy forever. As a leader, you are not here on this earth to live for yourself and your own little kingdom. You are here to live for the kingdom of God.


Oh God, turn my life and my leadership toward living for your kingdom. Amen.


 














JANUARY 19


KINGDOM PRIORITY





“You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be my witnesses both in Jerusalem and in all Judea, and Samaria, and as far as the remotest part of the earth.”


ACTS 1:8


The followers of Jesus Christ believed Jesus was speaking about his kingdom coming on the earth now. But Jesus told them that only God determines earthly kingdoms and their existence. Then Jesus shifted the congregation to talk about the kingdom’s priority, promising them the Holy Spirit would empower each of them to become witnesses not only regionally but also across the world. As he promised the kingdom and its advancement, he told them the kingdom of God would progress worldwide, beginning in Jerusalem. The Holy Spirit will empower each of us to be witnesses to the world.




DECLARE THIS TODAY


The Holy Spirit empowers me to be a witness for Jesus Christ to the entire world.


[image: ]


Jesus’ kingdom priority is to advance the good news to every person in the world. Wherever we live, wherever we work, wherever we play, wherever we live or go, we are to be witnesses for Jesus Christ. Witnessing is telling people what we know for sure. We know Christ died for our sins, was buried, and was raised from the dead on the third day. All you are, all you do, and all you have, God has given to you to advance the kingdom of God.


Holy Spirit, use me to be a witness for Jesus Christ. Amen.


 














JANUARY 20


FROM ONE, EVERY NATION





“He made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth.”


ACTS 17:26


When Paul entered the city of Athens to share God’s message with the people, he realized the diversity of their beliefs and philosophies. Therefore, he communicated that each had one significant commonality. God created each person from one man, Adam, and from him, every nationality across the earth stems.


Nationality comes from the word ethnos, meaning “nation” or “tribe.” Every person and every ethnicity go back to Adam; therefore, racism and prejudice should never have a place in any of our hearts. Each of us is made in the image of God.




DECLARE THIS TODAY


I will recognize that each person is made in the image of God.


[image: ]


On the third Monday of each January, America celebrates the life and legacy of Martin Luther King Jr. As a pastor, he became a prominent civil rights leader who led a nonviolent movement across this country, calling for a commitment to racial equality. In his most famous address, “I Have a Dream,” he stated, “I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live out the true meaning of its creed: We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal.”2 Dr. King believed this because he knew each of us is made in the image of God. Therefore, we must honor and respect one another constantly.


Lord, empower me to honor and respect others. Amen.


 














JANUARY 21


THE GOD WHO ANSWERS PRAYER





Jabez called on the God of Israel,… and God brought about what he requested.


1 CHRONICLES 4:10


The Bible mentions Jabez only twice. One of these references, today’s verse, says Jabez called out to God in prayer and that God answered his request. This is a significant testimony that should captivate us. Why is this important?


Most Christ-followers do not even know this man’s name or recall this God-sized testimony about him. Yet, when he prayed, God heard him and answered him. Think about all the times you have prayed and wondered if God would ever answer your prayer. The next time you do this, remember Jabez and remember that we serve the God who answers prayer.




DECLARE THIS TODAY


I will call out to God in prayer and believe he will answer me.


[image: ]


What is it about Jabez that caused God to answer his prayer? We do not know the answer to this specifically, but we learn from 1 Chronicles 4:9 that Jabez was more honorable than his brothers and that when his mother gave birth to him, she experienced much pain. His brothers respected him, and he had a level of influence on them. Yet his very name testified he was born from pain. God did not give Jabez a new name like he did with Jacob. However, in answer to his prayer, God did give Jabez a very special future. Jabez prayed. God answered. Enough said.


Oh God, give me a powerful prayer life. Amen.


 














JANUARY 22


A PRAYER WORTH PRAYING DAILY





“Oh that You would greatly bless me and extend my border, and that Your hand might be with me, and that You would keep me from harm so that it would not hurt me!”


1 CHRONICLES 4:10


While there must have been something about the humility and purity of the heart of Jabez that caused God to hear his request and answer him, something about the prayer must have also moved the heart of God. The prayer that Jabez prayed was short and specific. It is a prayer we need to pray consistently and one that is worth praying daily. When we pray with humility and with a pure heart, what we pray for is very important.




DECLARE THIS TODAY


I am going to pray today what Jabez prayed to God.


[image: ]


While Jabez’s prayer is not a formula that we pray, it teaches us how we should talk to God about our future. We need to pray with conviction, passion, and intensity, just like Jabez. Not only did Jabez know whom to talk to about his future, but he also knew how to talk to him and what to talk to him about. What he prayed, we can pray also:




	Lord, bless me.


	Lord, extend my border.


	Lord, place your hand upon me.


	Lord, keep me from harm.





Lord, bless me, extend my border, place your hand upon me, and keep me from harm. Amen.


 














JANUARY 23


BEYOND YOUR COMFORT ZONE





He was the one who prayed to the God of Israel, “Oh, that you would bless me and expand my territory! Please be with me in all that I do, and keep me from all trouble and pain!” And God granted him his request.


1 CHRONICLES 4:10 NLT


As a young pastor, I heard a couple of sermons from 1 Chronicles 4:9–10 about the life and prayer of Jabez. Each moved me to pray this biblical prayer. A few years later, in April 2000, a book entitled The Prayer of Jabez was released.3 God used Bruce Wilkinson to write this book, and it became an international bestseller. God used this book to move me to believe him for greater things in my life. This is why I urge leaders like you to pray 1 Chronicles 4:10 daily as well.




DECLARE THIS TODAY


I desire to have my faith lifted to believe God for greater things.


[image: ]


As a leader, ask God to bless you greatly, even in an exceedingly great manner. As a leader, ask God to expand your territory and boundaries and move you beyond your comfort zone. Stop limiting what God may want to do through you. He will move you beyond your comfort zone. Do not fear or fight this occurring in your life. The power of the Holy Spirit is with you. Finally, as a leader, plead with God to protect you and keep you from harm. As a leader, pray the Word of God.


Holy Spirit, empower me to pray like this. Amen.


 














JANUARY 24


LET ANOTHER PRAISE YOU





Let another praise you, and not your own mouth; a stranger, and not your own lips.


PROVERBS 27:2


We know that in our relationships with other people, it is always best for us not to bring praise and recognition to ourselves and all that we have done in life and even our leadership. Do you ever talk about yourself too much and list all the things you have accomplished in your life? Has that ever received negative reactions from others? Today’s verse says that praising ourselves is not our role, and we should let other people do this. Instead, we should praise the work and effort of others.




DECLARE THIS TODAY


I will not bring praise to myself any longer but will become more aware of praising and encouraging others.


[image: ]


While it would be detrimental to praise ourselves, it is favorable to honor other people. Think about your own life. When someone compliments you and commends you for your attitude about something or praises you for your actions, this encourages you greatly. At times, it can positively lift your entire day.


Leaders should be conscientious enough to know the needs of other people. So always add value to someone else with a genuine compliment whenever possible. Additionally, do this with others in front of their peers in the workplace because it will help build a healthy culture.


God, when possible, help me to honor and compliment other people. Amen.


 














JANUARY 25


A HUMBLE LEADER





“He must increase, but I must decrease.”


JOHN 3:30


Each of us could learn so much from John the Baptist. First, he was a very humble leader. As people came from everywhere wanting him to baptize them, they admired his life as well as his leadership. However, John made it clear who he was and who he was not. Emphatically, he proclaimed that he was not the Christ but stated clearly that he was sent to prepare the way for Jesus Christ. This role brought John great joy. The biblical principle that John stated in today’s verse is what he built his life and leadership upon. John believed Jesus had to increase and that John himself needed to decrease. Do you see yourself decreasing so Jesus can increase through your life?




DECLARE THIS TODAY


I will decrease; Jesus will increase.


[image: ]


Like John the Baptist, great leaders serve before they ever lead, and they only lead well when they serve. Each of us needs to adopt the mantra of John the Baptist: “He must increase, but I must decrease.” No matter the area in which we lead, humility must precede exaltation. We must be servant leaders. Just think what would happen if we were willing to decrease so that others could increase.


Lord, I ask you to help me become a humble servant leader. Amen.


 














JANUARY 26


YOUR DAYS ARE NUMBERED





Teach us to number our days, that we may present to You a heart of wisdom.


PSALM 90:12


Psalm 90 teaches us that our days are finite on this earth. Whether we live until we are seventy or eighty or one hundred, our days are limited and numbered. Scripture encourages us to redeem our time to make the most of every opportunity in life. Therefore, we must continually assess our time and determine how to use it. About our days, the Bible says, “Yes, they pass quickly and we fly away” (Psalm 90:10 NET).




DECLARE THIS TODAY


I will live knowing my days are limited and will assess how I should use them.


[image: ]


When we die and fly away into eternity, we are hopeful our God will be pleased with how we have spent the life he has entrusted to us on this earth. Today’s verse indicates that when we learn from our days on this earth, God will increase our wisdom to live life from his perspective. When we live the way God wants us to, we will experience satisfaction, gladness, joy, and favor.


Therefore, we should ask ourselves questions like these each day:




	How do we want to live?


	How do we want to lead?


	How do we want to invest the rest of our days?





God, give me your wisdom, satisfaction, gladness, joy, and favor for the rest of my days on this earth. Amen.


 














JANUARY 27


SHOW ME YOUR WAY





They answered Joshua, saying, “All that you have commanded us we will do, and wherever you send us we will go.”


JOSHUA 1:16


As a Christian and a spiritual leader, one of my greatest desires has always been to go wherever God wants me to go and do whatever God wants me to do. Therefore, regardless of my age, stage, location, or vocation, I want to always be available to go and do whatever God wills for my life.


Willingness to do God’s will may never require a change in your geographic location. Whether it does or not, life is still full of transitions. Some of these may be very difficult, but may we always trust the Lord to show us his way.




DECLARE THIS TODAY


I am willing to go and do whatever God wills for my life.


[image: ]


After God’s people spent forty years in the wilderness, the time came for God to lead them into the promised land. When Joshua shared what God desired, the people responded by agreeing to do and to go wherever God directed Joshua. During this season, their attitude honored God. Many times in life we may not know what to do. But we can pray for God to show us the way.


Lord, show me your way, and I will follow you. Amen.


 














JANUARY 28


LIVING AND LEADING THROUGH TRANSITION





Joshua got up early in the morning.


JOSHUA 3:1


Joshua got up early in the morning. He went to the Jordan River with his officers and spent the night there before they crossed over it and entered the promised land. After three days, his officers went through the camp and shared with the people the plan that God had revealed to Joshua.


As followers of Christ and leaders in today’s world, we must understand that living and leading through transition is what leaders do day by day and night by night. We can only lead according to God’s will when we abide in God’s presence and share his way with the people.




DECLARE THIS TODAY


I will live and lead through transition day by day and night by night.


[image: ]


The early morning becomes your friend when you live and lead through a transition. The Lord may speak his will and his plan to you in these quiet morning moments. Then you can tell your team the plan, and they can help you communicate with others.


While Joshua and his officers communicated a clear and concise plan, they also acknowledged to everyone that none of them had ever been this way before. Yet they knew God was with them and would successfully show them the way forward. Joshua declared with confidence, “By this you will know that the living God is among you” (Joshua 3:10).


Oh God, you are the living God, who always is with me through life’s transitions. Amen.


 














JANUARY 29


GOD’S ACTIVITY IN YOUR LIFE





They commanded the people, saying, “When you see the ark of the covenant of the LORD your God with the Levitical priests carrying it, then you shall set out from your place.”


JOSHUA 3:3


One of the most powerful and tangible representations of the presence of God and the activity of God was the ark of the covenant. In the twenty-fifth chapter of Exodus, you can read how this small chest was set apart in its appearance and revered by the people.


The New Testament also speaks of the ark of the covenant and confirms that it contained “a golden jar holding the manna, Aaron’s staff which budded, and the tablets of the covenant” (Hebrews 9:4). Therefore, Joshua told God’s people that they should focus on it when they saw it. Why? It represented the presence and activity of God. What are you focusing on today?




DECLARE THIS TODAY


I will look for and then focus on God’s presence and activity.


[image: ]


When God provided the manna as food for the people in the wilderness, made Aaron’s staff bud with life, and then gave the people the Ten Commandments, his presence and activity were among his people and visible to them.


While living and leading through transition, look for the presence and activity of God among us. Then, focus on it. Keep your eyes on what God is doing, and he will see you through.


God, help me to see what you are doing and to join you in it. Amen.


 














JANUARY 30


FOLLOW GOD’S MANIFESTED PRESENCE





“Go after it.”


JOSHUA 3:3


Since God’s presence and activity were visible for all to see, Joshua told the Israelites to follow the ark of the covenant in this season of transition and change. Finally, after forty years in the wilderness, it was God’s time for them to enter the promised land.


While this new spiritual adventure would involve crossing a body of water and entering a land they did not know, God had already prepared them for this moment. He had manifested himself to them for forty years through the cloud and the fire. Just as God’s presence had been with them day by day and night by night over these years, he would continue leading them now.


Following God’s manifested presence will lead you into seasons and moments with God you have never known before.




DECLARE THIS TODAY


I am looking for the manifested presence of God and am resolved to follow it in my life.


[image: ]


Continuously pursue God’s manifested presence and activity around you and worldwide. When you see God working, go after him. Focus your life upon him and follow wherever he takes you in the future. As Joshua warned the people, revere God and his presence. You will not know God’s way forward if you run ahead of him. Look for him and his activity. Then, follow God with all your heart more than you have ever followed anyone or anything else in your life.


God, lead me to pursue you and your presence passionately. Amen.


 














JANUARY 31


FAITH TO FOLLOW GOD WHEREVER





“Do not come near it, so that you may know the way by which you shall go, for you have not passed this way before.”


JOSHUA 3:4


From a distance, the people followed the ark of the covenant. They did this out of reverence for the Lord and his work, but they also did it because they needed to see the direction the people should go to cross over the Jordan River. Since they had never been this way, their faith needed to rise to this historic transition to their future. For them to be in this place at this time demonstrated that they were following God where he was leading them. They had the faith to follow God wherever. Do you?




DECLARE THIS TODAY


I will follow God wherever he leads me today and in the future.


[image: ]


When you are a follower of Jesus Christ, you belong to him. Above everyone and everything, you are his.


Your future may be influenced by where you prefer to live or by people who speak into your life, but these should never determine it or limit it. Only God should guide you and give you the faith in him to show you his way even when you do not know where you are going. Having never passed this way before should never limit or stop what God may choose to do with us in the future. A blessing and a miracle may be waiting for you there.


Lord, empower me to follow you wherever. Amen.
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