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The 'Gallery of Comicalities; Embracing Humorous Sketches' offers an intriguing exploration into the early 19th-century British humor through an assortment of sketches and illustrations that capture the essence of daily life, political satires, and social commentaries of the time. This collection showcases a rich diversity in styles and subjects, reflecting the eclectic tastes of the era and highlighting the importance of visual satire as a form of social discourse. The anthology stands out for its inclusion of works by prominent figures in the field of caricature, whose contributions have significantly shaped the landscape of British visual humor. The contributing artists, George Cruikshank, Robert Cruikshank, and Robert Seymour, were key figures in the transition from traditional caricature to the more nuanced and narrative-driven comic illustration. Their backgrounds as illustrators and satirists during a period marked by political upheaval and social change allowed them to masterfully intertwine humor with sharp commentary on contemporary issues. Collectively, their work encapsulates significant themes relevant to their times, offering insights into historical, cultural, and literary movements of early 19th-century Britain. This anthology is a must-read for enthusiasts of historical humor, art history, and cultural studies, offering a unique window into the myriad ways humor and satire were employed to navigate and critique society's norms and politics during a pivotal period in British history. Readers will appreciate the opportunity to immerse themselves in a significant collection that not only entertains but also provides valuable commentary on the socio-political landscape of the past, fostering a deeper understanding of the role of visual satire in shaping public discourse.
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Gilbert Abbott À Beckett's 'The Comic History of Rome' is a witty and satirical account of the history of Ancient Rome, told in a humorous and entertaining style. Written in a light-hearted and comedic tone, the book provides a unique perspective on Roman history, combining factual events with humorous anecdotes and exaggerated characters. À Beckett's playful approach to historical storytelling sets this book apart in the literary landscape of the time, appealing to readers who enjoy a blend of humor and history. The narrative is not only informative but also engaging, making it an enjoyable read for those interested in both Roman history and comedic literature. The book's satirical tone adds a refreshing twist to traditional historical accounts, offering a fresh and entertaining take on ancient civilization. Gilbert Abbott À Beckett, known for his wit and humor, brings his comedic talent to 'The Comic History of Rome,' making it a must-read for fans of historical fiction and satire. With its lively storytelling and humorous narration, this book is sure to entertain and educate readers in equal measure.
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A WRITER'S DIARY by Virginia Woolf is a compelling collection of the author's diary entries spanning from 1918 to 1941. Written in a stream-of-consciousness style, the book captures Woolf's inner thoughts, musings, and struggles as a writer, providing a rare glimpse into her creative process and personal life. The entries discuss her opinions on literature, reflections on her own work, and intimate details of her daily routines. The literary context of the book showcases Woolf's unique perspective on the role of the writer in society, highlighting her experimentation with narrative form and her exploration of female subjectivity. Woolf's exquisite prose and keen observations make A WRITER'S DIARY a must-read for fans of modernist literature and aspiring writers alike. Virginia Woolf's own experiences as a novelist, essayist, and feminist thinker undoubtedly informed the depth and complexity of this insightful work, making it a valuable resource for understanding her artistic vision and legacy. I highly recommend A WRITER'S DIARY to anyone interested in delving into the mind of one of the most influential writers of the 20th century.
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BEATRIX POTTER Ultimate Collection - 22 Children's Books With Complete Original Illustrations
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In the 'BEATRIX POTTER Ultimate Collection - 22 Children's Books With Complete Original Illustrations', readers are transported to a whimsical world filled with beloved animal characters such as Peter Rabbit, Jemima Puddle-Duck, and Squirrel Nutkin. Beatrix Potter's charming tales are presented with vivid illustrations that captivate audiences of all ages. Potter's clear and simple writing style, coupled with her attention to detail in the illustrations, make her stories timeless classics in children's literature. The themes of friendship, nature, and adventure are prevalent throughout the collection, appealing to young readers and sparking their imagination. Beatrix Potter's works continue to engage and delight generations of readers worldwide, making her a renowned figure in children's literature. Her ability to bring anthropomorphic animals to life in her stories reflects her deep connection to the natural world and her passion for storytelling. Readers will find themselves drawn into a mesmerizing realm where animals speak, explore, and learn valuable life lessons. The 'BEATRIX POTTER Ultimate Collection' is highly recommended for readers of all ages who appreciate timeless tales filled with enchantment, humor, and heartwarming moments.
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In 'Excellent Women' by Various, the reader is taken on a journey through the lives of various women in different walks of life, showcasing their strengths and vulnerabilities. The book is written in a subtle yet insightful manner, offering a deep and thought-provoking look into the complexities of female characters. Set in mid-20th century England, the novel captures the societal norms and expectations of the time while simultaneously challenging them through the lens of its female protagonists. Various employs a distinct literary style, incorporating sharp wit and nuanced character development that keeps the reader engaged from beginning to end. The book is considered a classic in feminist literature, offering a unique perspective on the role of women in society. Written by multiple authors, 'Excellent Women' sheds light on the diverse experiences and emotions of women, making it a compelling read for those interested in gender studies and literature enthusiasts alike.

Buy now and read (Advertising)




  
    Robert Seymour
  



  Sketches by Seymour — Complete





[image: ]



  
    Published by Good Press, 2019


  






  
goodpress@okpublishing.info



  
    EAN 4057664648242
  




































EVERYDAY SCENES.


Table of Contents




SCENE I. Sleeping Fisherman.



SCENE II. A lark—early in the morning.



SCENE III. The rapid march of Intellect!



SCENE IV. Sally, I told my missus vot you said.



SCENE V. How does it fit behind?



SCENE VI. Catching-a cold.



SCENE VII. This is vot you calls rowing, is it?



SCENE VIII. In for it, or Trying the middle.








A DAY'S SPORT.


Table of Contents




CHAP. I. The Invitation, Outfit, and the sallying forth



CHAP. II. The Death of a little Pig



CHAP. III. The Sportsmen trespass on an Enclosure



CHAP. IV. Shooting a Bird, and putting Shot into a Calf!



CHAP. V. A Publican taking Orders.



CHAP. VI. The Reckoning.



CHAP. VII. A sudden Explosion












OTHER SCENES.


Table of Contents




SCENE IX. Shoot away, Bill! never mind the old woman



SCENE X. I begin to think I may as well go back.



SCENE XI. Mother says fishes comes from hard roes



SCENE XII. Ambition.



SCENE XIII. Better luck next time.



SCENE XIV. Don't you be saucy, Boys.



SCENE XV. Vy, Sarah, you're drunk!



SCENE XVI. Lawk a'-mercy! I'm going wrong!



SCENE XVII. I'm dem'd if I can ever hit 'em.



SCENE XVIII. Have you read the leader in this paper



SCENE XIX. An Epistle from Samuel Softly, Esq.



SCENE XX. The Courtship of Mr. Wiggins.



SCENE XXI. The Courtship of Mr. Wiggins.(Continued)



SCENE XXII. The Itinerant Musician.



SCENE XXIII. The Confessions of a Sportsman.












MISCELLANEOUS.


Table of Contents




PLATE I. THE JOLLY ANGLERS.



PLATE II. THE BILL-STICKER.



PLATE III. OLD FOOZLE.



PLATE IV. THE "CRACK-SHOTS." No. I.



PLATE V. THE "CRACK-SHOTS." No. II.



PLATE VI. THE "CRACK-SHOTS." No. III.



PLATE VII. DOCTOR SPRAGGS.



PLATE VIII. [SCENE IX.(b)] Well, Bill, d'ye get any bites?



PLATE IX. THE POUTER AND THE DRAGON.



PLATE X. THE PIC-NIC. No. I.



PLATE XI. THE PIC-NIC. No. II.



PLATE XII. THE BUMPKIN.











TITLE PAGE II. VOLUME II.



PLATE XIII. [WATTY WILLIAMS AND BULL]



PLATE XIV. DELICACY!



PLATE XV. Now, Jem, let's shew these gals how we can row



PLATE XVI. STEAMING IT TO MARGATE.



PLATE XVII. PETER SIMPLE'S FOREIGN ADVENTURE. No. I.



PLATE XVIII. PETER SIMPLE'S FOREIGN ADVENTURE. No. II.



PLATE XIX. DOBBS'S "DUCK."—A LEGEND OF HORSELYDOWN.



PLATE XX. STRAWBERRIES AND CREAM.



PLATE XXI. A DAY'S PLEASURE. No. I.—THE JOURNEY OUT.



PLATE XXII. A DAY'S PLEASURE. No. II.—THE JOURNEY HOME.



PLATE XXIII. [HAMMERING] Beside a meandering stream



PLATE XXIV. PRACTICE.



PLATE XXV. PRECEPT.



PLATE XXVI. EXAMPLE.



PLATE XXVII. A MUSICAL FESTIVAL.



PLATE XXVIII. THE EATING HOUSE.



PLATE XXIX. [SCENE X.(b)] This is a werry lonely spot, Sir



PLATE XXX. GONE!



PLATE XXXI. THE PRACTICAL JOKER. No. I.



PLATE XXXII. THE PRACTICAL JOKER. No. II.



PLATE XXXIII. FISHING FOR WHITING AT MARGATE.



ANDREW MULLINS. —AN AUTOBIOGRAPHY. CHAP. I. Introductory



CHAP. II. Let the neighbors smell ve has something



CHAP. III. I wou'dn't like to shoot her exactly



CHAP. IV. A Situation.



CHAP. V. The Stalking Horse.



CHAP. VI. A Commission.



CHAP. VII. The Cricket Match



CHAP. VIII. The Hunter.



CHAP. IX. A Row to Blackwall.



CHAP. X. The Pic-Nic.



CHAP. XI. The Journey Home.



CHAP. XII. Monsieur Dubois.



CHAP. XIII. My Talent Called into Active Service.



CHAP. XIV. A Dilemma.



CHAP. XV. An Old Acquaintance.



CHAP. XVI. The Loss of a Friend.



CHAP. XVII. Promotion.



 A RIGMAROLE. PART I. "De omnibus rebus."



PART II. "Acti labores Sunt jucundi"



PART III. "Oderunt hilarem tristes."



 INTERCEPTED LETTER PLATE I. Dye think ve shall be in time for the hunt?



PLATE II. Vat a rum chap to go over the 'edge that vay!





















EVERYDAY SCENES.


Table of Contents













SCENE I.


Table of Contents










"Walked twenty miles over night: up before peep o' day again got a capital place; fell fast asleep; tide rose up to my knees; my hat was changed, my pockets picked, and a fish ran away with my hook; dreamt of being on a Polar expedition and having my toes frozen."
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O! IZAAK WALTON!—Izaak Walton!—you have truly got me into a precious line, and I certainly deserve the rod for having, like a gudgeon, so greedily devoured the delusive bait, which you, so temptingly, threw out to catch the eye of my piscatorial inclination! I have read of right angles and obtuse angles, and, verily, begin to believe that there are also right anglers and obtuse anglers—and that I am really one of the latter class. But never more will I plant myself, like a weeping willow, upon the sedgy bank of stream or river. No!—on no account will I draw upon these banks again, with the melancholy prospect of no effects! The most 'capital place' will never tempt me to 'fish' again!

My best hat is gone: not the 'way of all beavers'—into the water—but to cover the cranium of the owner of this wretched 'tile;' and in vain shall I seek it; for 'this' and 'that' are now certainly as far as the 'poles' asunder.

My pockets, too, are picked! Yes—some clever 'artist' has drawn me while asleep!

My boots are filled with water, and my soles and heels are anything but lively or delighted. Never more will I impale ye, Gentles! on the word of a gentleman!—Henceforth, O! Hooks! I will be as dead to your attractions as if I were 'off the hooks!' and, in opposition to the maxim of Solomon, I will 'spare the rod.'

Instead of a basket of fish, lo! here's a pretty kettle of fish for the entertainment of my expectant friends—and sha'n't I be baited? as the hook said to the anger: and won't the club get up a Ballad on the occasion, and I, who have caught nothing, shall probably be made the subject of a 'catch!'

Slush! slush!—Squash! squash!

O! for a clean pair of stockings!—But, alack, what a tantalizing situation I am in!—There are osiers enough in the vicinity, but no hose to be had for love or money!
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A lark—early in the morning.
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Two youths—and two guns appeared at early dawn in the suburbs. The youths were loaded with shooting paraphernalia and provisions, and their guns with the best Dartford gunpowder—they were also well primed for sport—and as polished as their gunbarrels, and both could boast a good 'stock' of impudence.

"Surely I heard the notes of a bird," cried one, looking up and down the street; "there it is again, by jingo!"

"It's a lark, I declare," asserted his brother sportsman.

"Lark or canary, it will be a lark if we can bring it down," replied his companion.

"Yonder it is, in that ere cage agin the wall."

"What a shame!" exclaimed the philanthropic youth—"to imprison a warbler of the woodlands in a cage, is the very height of cruelty—liberty is the birthright of every Briton, and British bird! I would rather be shot than be confined all my life in such a narrow prison. What a mockery too is that piece of green turf, no bigger than a slop-basin. How it must aggravate the feelings of one accustomed to range the meadows."

"Miserable! I was once in a cage myself," said his chum.

"And what did they take you for?"

"Take me for?—for a 'lark.'"

"Pretty Dickey!"

"Yes, I assure you, it was all 'dickey' with me."

"And did you sing?"

"Didn't I? yes, i' faith I sang pretty small the next morning when they fined me, and let me out. An idea strikes me Suppose you climb up that post, and let out this poor bird, ey?"

"Excellent."

"And as you let him off, I'll let off my gun, and we'll see whether I can't 'bang' him in the race."

No sooner said than done: the post was quickly climbed—the door of the cage was thrown open, and the poor bird in an attempt at 'death or liberty,' met with the former.

Bang went the piece, and as soon as the curling smoke was dissipated, they sought for their prize, but in vain; the piece was discharged so close to the lark, that it was blown to atoms, and the feathers strewed the pavement.

"Bolt!" cried the freedom-giving youth, "or we shall have to pay for the lark."

"Very likely," replied the other, who had just picked up a few feathers, and a portion of the dissipated 'lark,'—"for look, if here ain't the—bill, never trust me."












SCENE III.


Table of Contents










"You shall have the paper directly, Sir, but really the debates are so very interesting."

"Oh! pray don't hurry, Sir, it's only the scientific notices I care about."
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WHAT a thrill of pleasure pervades the philanthropic breast on beholding the rapid march of Intellect! The lamp-lighter, but an insignificant 'link' in the vast chain of society, has now a chance of shining at the Mechanics', and may probably be the means of illuminating a whole parish.

Literature has become the favourite pursuit of all classes, and the postman is probably the only man who leaves letters for the vulgar pursuit of lucre! Even the vanity of servant-maids has undergone a change—they now study 'Cocker' and neglect their 'figures.'

But the dustman may be said, 'par excellence,' to bear—the bell!

In the retired nook of an obscure coffee-shop may frequently be observed a pair of these interesting individuals sipping their mocha, newspaper in hand, as fixed upon a column—as the statue of Napoleon in the Place Vendome, and watching the progress of the parliamentary bills, with as much interest as the farmer does the crows in his corn-field!

They talk of 'Peel,' and 'Hume,' and 'Stanley,' and bandy about their names as familiarly as if they were their particular acquaintances.

"What a dust the Irish Member kicked up in the House last night," remarks one.

"His speech was a heap o' rubbish," replied the other.

"And I've no doubt was all contracted for! For my part I was once a Reformer—but Rads and Whigs is so low, that I've turned Conservative."

"And so am I, for my Sal says as how it's so genteel!"

"Them other chaps after all on'y wants to throw dust in our eyes! But it's no go, they're no better than a parcel o' thimble riggers just making the pea come under what thimble they like—and it's 'there it is,' and 'there it ain't,'—just as they please—making black white, and white black, just as suits 'em—but the liberty of the press—"

"What's the liberty of the press?"

"Why calling people what thinks different from 'em all sorts o' names—arn't that a liberty?"

"Ay, to be sure!—but it's time to cut—so down with the dust—and let's bolt!"
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"Oh! Sally, I told my missus vot you said your missus said about her."—



"Oh! and so did I, Betty; I told my missus vot you said yourn said of her, and ve had sich a row!"
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SALLY. OH! Betty, ve had sich a row!—there vas never nothink like it;—I'm quite a martyr. To missus's pranks; for, 'twixt you and me, she's a bit of a tartar. I told her vord for vord everythink as you said, And I thought the poor voman vould ha' gone clean out of her head!

BETTY. Talk o' your missus! she's nothink to mine—I on'y hope they von't meet, Or I'm conwinced they vill go to pulling of caps in the street: Sich kicking and skrieking there vas, as you never seed, And she vos so historical, it made my wery heart bleed.

SALLY. Dear me! vell, its partic'lar strange people gives themselves sich airs, And troubles themselves so much 'bout other people's affairs; For my part, I can't guess, if I died this werry minute, Vot's the use o' this fuss—I can't see no reason in it.

BETTY. Missus says as how she's too orrystocratic to mind wulgar people's tattle, And looks upon some people as little better nor cattle.

SALLY. And my missus says no vonder, as yourn can sport sich a dress, For ven some people's husbands is vite-vashed, their purses ain't less; This I will say, thof she puts herself in wiolent rages, She's not at all stingy in respect of her sarvant's wages.

BETTY. Ah! you've got the luck of it—for my missus is as mean as she's proud; On'y eight pound a-year, and no tea and sugar allowed. And then there's seven children to do for—two is down with the measles, And t'others, poor things! is half starved, and as thin as weazles; And then missus sells all the kitchen stuff!—(you don't know my trials!) And takes all the money I get at the rag-shop for the vials!

SALLY. Vell! I could'nt stand that!—If I was you, I'd soon give her warning.

BETTY. She's saved me the trouble, by giving me notice this morning. But—hush! I hear master bawling out for his shaving water—Jist tell your missus from me, mine's everythink as she thought her!
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"How does it fit behind? O! beautful; I've done wonders—we'll never trouble the tailors again, I promise them."
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IT is the proud boast of some men that they have 'got a wrinkle.' How elated then ought this individual to be who has got so many! and yet, judging from the fretful expression of his physiognomy, one would suppose that he is by no means in 'fit' of good humour.

His industrious rib, however, appears quite delighted with her handiwork, and in no humour to find the least fault with the loose habits of her husband. He certainly looks angry, as a man naturally will when his 'collar' is up.
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