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			Getting the Most Out of The Jesus Paul Knew


			The apostle Paul experienced an extraordinary encounter with Jesus that changed the trajectory of his life. In Scripture, we witness Paul learning more about Jesus—about his remarkable grace, peace, power, love, and sacrifice—and then passionately sharing his message with others. This passion is what eventually led Paul to declare, “For me, to live is Christ. To die is gain” (Philippians 1:21).

			In recent years, scholars have tended to focus more on Paul’s foundational theology, but we can learn so much from Paul and what it looks like to obey Jesus in the everyday tests of faith.

			Suggestions for Individual Study

			1. As you begin each study, pray that God will speak to you through his Word. 

			2. Read the introduction to the study and respond to the personal reflection question or exercise. This is designed to help you focus on God and on the theme of the study.

			3. Each study deals with a particular passage so that you can delve into the author’s meaning in that context. Read and reread the passage to be studied. The questions are written using the language of the New International Version, so you may wish to use that version of the Bible. The New Revised Standard Version is also recommended.

			4. This is an inductive Bible study, designed to help you discover for yourself what Scripture is saying. The study includes three types of questions. Observation questions ask about the basic facts: who, what, when, where, and how. Interpretation questions delve into the meaning of the passage. Application questions help you discover the implications of the text for growing in Christ. These three keys unlock the treasures of Scripture.

			Write your answers to the questions in the spaces provided or in a personal journal. Writing can bring clarity and deeper understanding of yourself and of God’s Word.

			5. It might be good to have a Bible dictionary handy. Use it to look up any unfamiliar words, names, or places.

			6. Use the prayer suggestion to guide you in thanking God for what you have learned and to pray about the applications that have come to mind.

			7. You may want to go on to the suggestion under “Now or Later,” or you may want to use that idea for your next study.

			Suggestions for Members of a Group Study 

			1. Come to the study prepared. Follow the suggestions for individual study mentioned above. You will find that careful preparation will greatly enrich your time spent in group discussion.

			2. Be willing to participate in the discussion. The leader of your group will not be lecturing. Instead, he or she will be encouraging the members of the group to discuss what they have learned. The leader will be asking the questions that are found in this guide. 

			3. Stick to the topic being discussed. Your answers should be based on the verses that are the focus of the discussion and not on outside authorities such as commentaries or speakers. These studies focus on a particular passage of Scripture. Only rarely should you refer to other portions of the Bible. This allows for everyone to participate in in-depth study on equal ground.

			4. Be sensitive to the other members of the group. Listen attentively when they describe what they have learned. You may be surprised by their insights! Each question assumes a variety of answers. Many questions do not have “right” answers, particularly questions that aim at meaning or application. Instead the questions push us to explore the passage more thoroughly.

			When possible, link what you say to the comments of others. Also, be affirming whenever you can. This will encourage some of the more hesitant members of the group to participate.

			5. Be careful not to dominate the discussion. We are sometimes so eager to express our thoughts that we leave too little opportunity for others to respond. By all means participate! But allow others to also.

			6. Expect God to teach you through the passage being discussed and through the other members of the group. Pray that you will have an enjoyable and profitable time together, but also that as a result of the study you will find ways that you can take action individually and/or as a group. 

			7. Remember that anything said in the group is considered confidential and should not be discussed outside the group unless specific permission is given to do so.

			8. If you are the group leader, you will find additional suggestions at the back of the guide.
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Source of Grace

			
1 Timothy 1:1-2, 12-17


			For many people, the quality of grace brings out feelings of love and forgiveness. My niece’s son received what we thought was an unusually severe sentence for his felony. We kept hoping and praying that his sentence would be reduced, which eventually it was. He had become a Christian while in prison, and grace took on an entirely new meaning for him. He was beginning to understand something about God and his grace. Grace is more than a theological idea because it moves people to change and give God glory. The apostle Paul found grace in Jesus, which changed him forever. 

			Group Discussion. Christians have been called the recipients of “cheap grace.” In what way might this accusation be fair? How do you respond to this charge?

			Personal Reflection. When you receive the gift of God’s grace as Paul did, how does it make you feel? What changes should God’s grace bring about in you?

			The setting of Paul’s letters to Timothy are intensely personal. Paul wants to teach his young protégé what it means to be a pastor and evangelist. We ought to study and discover the Jesus Paul knew so we might be better prepared to worship and serve Jesus in our everyday lives, not just to become a professional church leader. Read 1 Timothy 1:1-2, 12-17.

			1. What points about Jesus does Paul want to make clear in his greeting to Timothy (vv. 1-2)?

			2. Why were these points critical to understanding his relationship with Jesus?

			3. Can you identify with any of these facts about Jesus? Explain.

			4. For what three things was Paul grateful to Jesus for providing a foundation for their life together (v. 12)?

			5. What gifts from Jesus had overcome Paul’s past (vv. 13-14)?

			6. In what ways have these gifts changed your life and built your confidence in Jesus?

			7. Why did Jesus come to our world (v. 15)?

			8. Why did Jesus show his mercy to Paul (v. 16)?

			9. How can you help to display Christ’s patience to others (v. 16)?

			10. How does Paul’s benediction help us to better understand the Jesus Paul knew (v. 17)? 

			Ask God to help you overcome your past and make a fresh start with Jesus.

			 Now or Later

			Find a good book about Paul’s life with Jesus and keep a notebook of your new ideas. You might try John Pollock, The Apostle: A Life of Paul, 3rd ed. (Colorado Springs, CO: Cook, 2012), or Jim Reapsome, The Imitation of Saint Paul: Examining Our Lives in Light of His Example (Eugene, OR: Cascade, 2013).
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Visionary Leader

			
Acts 26


			Visionary leaders have left their mark on history. Some of them were spiritually minded, like Joan of Arc, but many others were simply politically motivated and gave God the credit for their empires. The Holy Roman Empire exerted both religious and political power. Ordinary Christians among the peasants easily accepted their leaders’ claims to divine power and authority. 

			Closer to our time, people have been led by Mother Teresa, Mohandas Gandhi, and Martin Luther King Jr., as well as by wicked visionaries like Adolf Hitler, Joseph Stalin, and Mao Zedong. Paul’s vision of his commission by Jesus extended to what we might call his spiritual empire or leadership among the new churches he founded.
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