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In "The Fortunate Isles: Life and Travel in Majorca, Minorca and Iviza," Mary Stuart Boyd offers an evocative exploration of the Balearic Islands, combining rich descriptive prose with insightful cultural commentary. The book is structured around Boyd'Äôs personal travels, woven with historical vignettes and reflections on the islands'Äô landscapes, customs, and people. Through a keen literary lens, Boyd captures the allure of these Mediterranean paradises, employing a style that marries the lyrical with the informative, situating her observations within the broader context of late 19th-century travel literature which often sought both adventure and enlightenment. Mary Stuart Boyd, a Scottish author and traveler, was influenced by her experiences and the prevailing Victorian fascination with exotic locales. Her background in Victorian society and her own travels informed her perspective, leading her to document not just the scenery, but the local life and traditions of the Balearic Islands. This intimate and comprehensive portrayal reflects Boyd's dedication to understanding and sharing the nuanced cultures she encountered. Readers seeking to delve into the enchanting world of the Balearic Islands will find Boyd'Äôs work both enlightening and inspiring. "The Fortunate Isles" stands as a captivating testimony to the beauty and complexity of these islands, making it a must-read for those interested in travel, history, and cultural exploration.
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In "Three Years' Wanderings in the Northern Provinces of China," Robert Fortune chronicles his extensive travels across northern China during the mid-19th century, presenting a vivid portrayal of the cultural, social, and geographical landscapes he encountered. Written in a narrative style that combines descriptive detail with insightful analysis, Fortune's work serves not only as a travelogue but also as a significant ethnographic study. Set against the backdrop of Western imperialism and the burgeoning interest in East Asia during the Victorian era, this book captures the transcultural explorations of a botanist deeply engaged in the natural and human environment of the time, reflecting both the marvels and complexities of cross-cultural interactions. Robert Fortune, a Scottish botanist and plant hunter, was driven by an ambition to collect specimens and understand the botanical wealth of China, particularly its tea cultivation. His experiences in China were shaped by a turbulent socio-political climate, as well as by his firsthand observations of Chinese customs and lifestyles. Fortune's dual identity as a scientist and a traveler enriched his narrative, allowing him to render both the physical landscapes he traversed and the intricate lives of the people he met. "Three Years' Wanderings in the Northern Provinces of China" is an essential read for anyone interested in the intersections of travel, science, and imperial history. Fortune's keen observations provide profound insights into 19th-century China, making this book a valuable resource for scholars, historians, and general readers alike who seek to understand the complexities of cultural exchange and exploration. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A succinct Introduction situates the work's timeless appeal and themes. - The Synopsis outlines the central plot, highlighting key developments without spoiling critical twists. - A detailed Historical Context immerses you in the era's events and influences that shaped the writing. - A thorough Analysis dissects symbols, motifs, and character arcs to unearth underlying meanings. - Reflection questions prompt you to engage personally with the work's messages, connecting them to modern life. - Hand‐picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an effortless, more informed read.
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    Curiosity becomes a passport in this work, where youthful travelers learn to see the wider world through observation, comparison, and a steady appetite for facts as they journey across the storied landscapes of East Asia.

The Boy Travellers in the Far East [Part First] by Thomas Wallace Knox belongs to the tradition of nineteenth-century juvenile travel literature, presenting an educational journey framed as an adventure. Issued in the late nineteenth century, it reflects a period when American and European readers were avid for accounts of distant places and new routes of steamship and rail made them more accessible. As the opening volume in a broader sequence, this installment situates readers in the East Asian sphere—introducing countries, cities, and customs—while establishing a tone that is both instructive and inviting.

The premise is straightforward and spoiler-safe: young companions venture abroad under responsible guidance and encounter the ports, interiors, and public life of the Far East, including places such as Japan and China. Rather than centering on peril or mystery, the narrative emphasizes discovery and explanation—how people live, work, trade, worship, and travel. The voice is clear and orderly, moving from scene to summary and from anecdote to background. The mood is purposeful but warm, encouraging readers to absorb geographic, social, and historical detail while sharing in the protagonists’ sense of wonder.

Education through travel stands at the heart of this book. Topics unfold through careful observation, with attention to transportation, commerce, craftwork, etiquette, and civic life, and with frequent comparisons that help situate unfamiliar practices. The text models habits of noting measurements, costs, routes, and timelines—hallmarks of a didactic approach that values concrete particulars. At the same time, it invites readers to consider differences without dismissing them, asking what can be learned from markets, temples, streets, schools, and ship decks. The experiential lens keeps the focus on what travelers see, hear, and read as they move onward.

Knox’s method blends narrative momentum with explanatory pauses. Chapters typically gather related material—geography, customs, historic background—so that each stop becomes a compact lesson as well as a story beat. The style is accessible and precise, designed for young readers but attentive to older ones who appreciate orderly presentation. Factual passages anchor the scenes, while descriptive writing sustains a sense of place. The result is a steady rhythm: encounter, reflection, and context. Readers who enjoy clear organization, practical information, and a tone of earnest curiosity will find this approach particularly engaging.

As a product of its time, the book offers a revealing window on nineteenth-century American views of Asia. Contemporary readers may notice perspectives and generalizations that reflect the era’s assumptions, and the text invites critical engagement on that front. Approached thoughtfully, it becomes both an introduction to East Asian locales and a document of how travel writing shaped understanding across cultures. It prompts questions about who describes whom, which facts are emphasized, and how comparison can clarify or distort. The educational value, then, includes both the information presented and the opportunity to read historically.

For readers today, The Boy Travellers in the Far East [Part First] offers a measured, curiosity-driven tour that balances narrative interest with a commitment to detail. It suits those who appreciate classic travel narratives, students and educators exploring children’s literature, and anyone interested in the history of cross-cultural description. Its enduring appeal lies in its organized clarity, its invitation to look closely at daily life, and its portrayal of learning as an adventure. Read as both journey and artifact, it encourages reflective travel by page—an approach that remains as valuable as the distances it set out to cross.
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    The Boy Travellers in the Far East Part First, by Thomas W. Knox, is a juvenile travel narrative presenting the journey of two American youths, Frank and Fred, under the guardianship of Doctor Bronson, through Japan and China in the late nineteenth century. Structured as a sequence of visits and conversations, it blends itinerary, observation, and concise explanations of history, geography, and commerce. The book uses the framework of responsible travel to introduce readers to transportation networks, port cities, industries, and social customs. Its episodes progress logically from preparation to departure, arrival, inland excursions, and comparisons, offering factual sketches and statistics while retaining a clear, accessible tone for young audiences.

At the outset, the mentor outlines practical arrangements for an extended tour: passports, letters of credit, packing lists, and the value of keeping notes. The party embarks from San Francisco on a transpacific mail steamer, and the narrative pauses to explain steam propulsion, coaling, signaling, and the computation of distance by knots. Navigational topics such as great circle sailing, longitude, and the International Date Line are summarized in plain terms. Life at sea, including watches, weather changes, and the sighting of marine birds and fish, provides context. A brief coaling call in the Hawaiian Islands, common on the route, marks the mid ocean transition toward Asia.

Japan is first reached at Yokohama, a treaty port whose customhouse, wharves, and foreign settlement introduce the formalities of entry. The travellers exchange currency, hire local interpreters and servants, and experience jinrikisha transport on smooth, well kept roads. Early chapters establish contrasts between indigenous quarters and international districts, noting police order, post and telegraph facilities, and new rail connections. Doctor Bronson highlights the recent political consolidation and reforms of the era, while the boys learn practical etiquette such as removing shoes, bowing, using chopsticks, and taking tea. The hotel, shops, and harbor views supply initial impressions before longer excursions begin.

In Tokyo, still often called Yedo within the text, the party examines the layout of the capital, from moats and broad avenues to markets and temple precincts. Public buildings, schools, and barracks illustrate institutional change, while festivals and theaters preserve older forms. The mentor frames visits with brief accounts of Shinto and Buddhist practices, the calendar, and ceremonies. The youths observe street trades, examine lacquer and porcelain, visit a bathhouse, and practice simple phrases. Attention is given to postal service, newspapers, and railways as signs of modernization. Throughout, observations remain descriptive and compact, offering a composite picture rather than narrative suspense.

Short journeys lead them along the Tokaido and nearby districts to view celebrated sites and rural life. They see great sculptural images at a coastal temple town, explore an island shrine, and travel by kago and jinrikisha up mountain roads where hot springs and inns appear. Agricultural scenes introduce rice planting, tea culture, sericulture, and the processes of reeling silk and packing leaves. Clear weather gives distant views of a sacred volcano. Farther west, commercial centers and an old imperial city present warehouses, canals, castles, and famous gardens. Each stop supplies concise notes on crafts, costume, coinage, and provincial administration.

The itinerary then shifts to China by coastwise steamer, making Shanghai the first base. Entering the river and the Bund, the travellers compare foreign concessions with the walled Chinese city, its gates, tea houses, and narrow streets. River traffic of junks and sampans is described, as are guilds and customary trade practices. Visits to tea and silk warehouses, and to workshops for bamboo, paper, and fans, illustrate export staples. Doctor Bronson explains taels and cash, weights and measures, and the examination system that produced mandarins. Temples and processions offer scenes for concise accounts of ritual, symbolism, and neighborhood administration.

Continuing south, they visit Hong Kong, noting its harbor, steep hillsides, granite works, and the organization of colonial transport, policing, and quarantine. The narrative emphasizes commercial routines linking ship, comprador, and warehouse. A river steamer carries them to Canton, where a guided circuit presents markets, narrow lanes, pawnshops, medicine halls, and temples. The floating population in the anchorage, with families living aboard sampans, is sketched with attention to livelihoods and customary rules. Workrooms for carving, weaving, and lacquer are observed, and examination halls and guildhalls are summarized as civic institutions. Street food, lanterns, and festivals appear as set pieces rather than digressions.

Supplementary chapters collect background topics that enlarge the Chinese survey without requiring distant travel. The party hears accounts of the Grand Canal, earlier dynasties, measures against piracy, and the course of recent treaties. A brief excursion to a Portuguese settlement on the coast adds a historical note on the earliest European trade in the region. Discussions of porcelain manufacture, gunpowder and fireworks, paper and printing, and the tea trade explain processes and routes. Sensitive social subjects, including footbinding and the queue, are described factually. The narrative remains within treaty port limits while conveying the scale of the empire through maps, statistics, and anecdote.

The volume closes by summarizing lessons from Japan and China, stressing methodical observation and comparison. The boys, guided by Doctor Bronson, have learned to relate geography to commerce, customs to institutions, and travel arrangements to larger historical change. Japan is presented as rapidly reforming while honoring tradition; China appears conservative yet complex and adaptive in trade. Without dramatizing risk, the book affirms that careful preparation and respectful conduct yield access to information and hospitality. The party prepares to continue toward other parts of Asia in subsequent volumes. Part First thus fulfills its purpose as an instructive, sequential introduction to the Far East.
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    Thomas W. Knox’s The Boy Travellers in the Far East [Part First] is set in East Asia in the late 1870s, when Japan and China were undergoing accelerated encounters with Western power. The narrative follows Americans crossing the Pacific—typically via San Francisco and Yokohama—into treaty ports and interior routes newly opened by diplomatic agreements. Japan appears in its early Meiji phase, with Tokyo (formerly Edo), Yokohama, Kobe, Osaka, and Kyoto linked by rail and steam. China is portrayed through Hong Kong, Canton (Guangzhou), Shanghai, and excursions toward Beijing and the Great Wall, within a landscape shaped by foreign concessions, customs houses, and modern communication lines that made such youth travel feasible.

The Meiji Restoration (1868) forms a central historical frame for the book’s Japanese scenes. The overthrow of the Tokugawa shogunate, the Charter Oath, and the 1869–1871 consolidation of imperial power culminated in the 1871 abolition of feudal domains (haihan chiken). Rapid reforms followed: the Iwakura Mission (1871–1873), the Shinbashi–Yokohama railway opening (14 October 1872), the 1873 conscription law, and the 1876 Haitōrei sword prohibition, with the Satsuma Rebellion erupting in 1877. The book mirrors these transformations in descriptions of uniforms, telegraphs, and ordered streets, presenting boys encountering a Japan where samurai privileges were vanishing and Western technologies defined urban experience.

Diplomacy and the treaty-port regime in Japan, born of the 1858 Harris Treaty and the Ansei Treaties, provide the infrastructural backdrop for movement and commerce. Ports such as Yokohama (opened 1859), Nagasaki (1859), and Kobe/Hyōgo (1868) hosted foreign settlements with extraterritorial courts and fixed low tariffs (commonly 5%). Customs supervision and mixed jurisdictions structured daily life. The book’s routes through wharves, bonded warehouses, and consulates reflect this legal geography, where Western merchants, interpreters, and Japanese officials negotiated a new order. Scenes of international mail, lighthouse systems, and quarantine stations align with the administrative realities that made juvenile, didactic travel narratives plausible and safe.

China’s 19th-century landscape was remade by the Opium Wars and the subsequent treaty system. The First Opium War (1839–1842) ended with the Treaty of Nanking, ceding Hong Kong and opening five ports (Canton, Amoy/Xiamen, Fuzhou, Ningbo, Shanghai). The Second Opium War (1856–1860) produced the Treaties of Tianjin and the Convention of Beijing, legalizing foreign legations in Beijing, extending mission rights, and ceding Kowloon (1860). Shanghai’s International Settlement formed in 1863; the Imperial Maritime Customs Service, led by Sir Robert Hart from 1863, administered revenues and standards. Knox’s travellers move through this network—Hong Kong’s colonial order, Shanghai’s concessions, and legation districts—revealing how extraterritoriality shaped itineraries and perceptions.

The Self-Strengthening Movement (c. 1861–1895) and the Tongzhi Restoration (1862–1874) sought to rebuild Qing power after the Taiping Rebellion. Figures such as Zeng Guofan, Li Hongzhang, and Zuo Zongtang sponsored arsenals and schools: the Jiangnan Arsenal (Shanghai, 1865) produced rifles and translated technical texts; the Fuzhou Navy Yard (1866) built ships with French assistance; telegraphy and steam navigation expanded in the 1870s. Early steps toward northern naval forces that later became the Beiyang Fleet began under Li. The book’s attention to foundries, shipyards, and Western instructors in Chinese employ aligns with these modernization efforts, juxtaposing traditional cityscapes with factories and drill grounds seen from rivers and docks.

Diplomatic crises that widened access and hardened controls also frame travel. The 1870 Tianjin Massacre underscored tensions surrounding missionaries and consular authority. The 1875 Margary Affair in Yunnan, involving the murder of British official Augustus Margary, led to the Chefoo Convention (1876), which adjusted consular procedures, opened additional ports, and affirmed foreign travel rules by passport. The Burlingame Treaty (1868) briefly eased Sino–U.S. relations and affirmed mutual rights before later restrictionist turns. The book’s measured excursions beyond treaty ports, coupled with emphasis on passes, escorts, and interpreters, reflect the era’s wary balance between opening and sovereignty that governed Western visitors’ steps.

Commerce and transport revolutions explain the very possibility of youthful, serial travel. The U.S. transcontinental railroad (1869) linked Atlantic lines to Pacific mail steamers running San Francisco–Yokohama–Hong Kong; the Suez Canal (1869) shortened Europe–Asia routes. In Japan, British-engineered railways (Shinbashi–Yokohama, 1872; Kobe–Osaka, 1874), the 1871 New Currency Act establishing the yen, the modern postal system (1871), and telegraph lines (Tokyo–Yokohama, 1869) integrated markets. Trade in tea and silk—Fujian and Zhejiang teas, Jiangsu–Zhejiang silk, and Yokohama’s 1870s raw silk boom—pulsed through customs sheds and auctions. The book’s tours of plantations, filatures, and exchanges embed these concrete economic circuits within a didactic geography lesson.

As a social and political critique, the book exposes uneven sovereignties and social dislocations produced by empire and reform. It juxtaposes foreign extraterritorial privilege in Hong Kong and Shanghai with constrained Chinese jurisdiction, implicitly questioning justice under unequal treaties. In Japan, it registers the costs of rapid modernization: dispossessed samurai after the 1876 sword ban, peasant burdens under the 1873 conscription and new taxes, and urban rebuilding that privileged official spectacle over common livelihood. By cataloguing customs rules, passport regimes, and factory discipline, it foregrounds power’s bureaucratic face, while its depictions of labor in docks and workshops illuminate class divides that modernization often deepened.
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To my Young Friends:

Not many years ago, China and Japan were regarded as among the barbarous nations. The rest of the world knew comparatively little about their peoples, and, on the other hand, the inhabitants of those countries had only a slight knowledge of Europe and America. To-day the situation is greatly changed; China and Japan are holding intimate relations with us and with Europe, and there is every prospect that the acquaintance between the East and the West will increase as the years roll on. There is a general desire for information concerning the people of the Far East, and it is especially strong among the youths of America.

The characters in "The Boy Travellers" are fictitious; but the scenes that passed before their eyes, the people they met, and the incidents and accidents that befell them are real. The routes they travelled, the cities they visited, the excursions they made, the observations they recorded—in fact, nearly all that goes to make up this volume—were the actual experiences of the author at a very recent date. In a few instances I have used information obtained from others, but only after careful investigation has convinced me of its entire correctness. I have aimed to give a faithful picture of Japan and China as they appear to-day, and to make such comparisons with the past that the reader can easily comprehend the changes that have occurred in the last twenty years. And I have also endeavored to convey the information in such a way that the story shall not be considered tedious. Miss Effie and "The Mystery" may seem superfluous to some readers, but I am of opinion that the majority of those who peruse the book will not consider them unnecessary to the narrative.

In preparing illustrations for this volume the publishers have kindly allowed me to make use of some engravings that have already appeared in their publications relative to China and Japan. I have made selections from the volumes of Sir Rutherford Alcock and the Rev. Justus Doolittle, and also from the excellent work of Professor Griffis, "The Mikado's Empire." In the episode of a whaling voyage I have been under obligations to the graphic narrative of Mr. Davis entitled "Nimrod of the Sea," not only for illustrations, but for incidents of the chase of the monsters of the deep.

The author is not aware that any book describing China and Japan, and specially addressed to the young, has yet appeared. Consequently he is led to hope that his work will find a welcome among the boys and girls of America. And when the juvenile members of the family have completed its perusal, the children of a larger growth may possibly find the volume not without interest, and may glean from its pages some grains of information hitherto unknown to them.

T.W.K.

New York, October, 1879.
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 [image: ] MR. BASSETT HAS DECIDED.


"Well, Frank," said Mr. Bassett, "the question is decided."

Frank looked up with an expression of anxiety on his handsome face. A twinkle in his father's eyes told him that the decision was a favorable one.

"And you'll let me go with them, won't you, father?" he answered.

"Yes, my boy," said the father, "you can go."

Frank was so full of joy that he couldn't speak for at least a couple of minutes. He threw his arms around Mr. Bassett; then he kissed his mother and his sister Mary, who had just come into the room; next he danced around the table on one foot; then he hugged his dog Nero, who wondered what it was all about; and he ended by again embracing his father, who stood smiling at the boy's delight. By this time Frank had recovered the use of his tongue, and was able to express his gratitude in words. When the excitement was ended, Mary asked what had happened to make Frank fly around so.

"Why, he's going to Japan," said Mrs. Bassett.

"Going to Japan, and leave us all alone at home!" Mary exclaimed, and then her lips and eyes indicated an intention to cry.


 [image: ] MARY.


Frank was eighteen years old and his sister was fifteen. They were very fond of each other, and the thought that her brother was to be separated from her for a while was painful to the girl. Frank kissed her again, and said,

"I sha'n't be gone long, Mary, and I'll bring you such lots of nice things when I come back." Then there was another kiss, and Mary concluded she would have her cry some other time.

"But you won't let him go all alone, father, now, will you?" she asked as they sat down to breakfast.

"I think I could go alone," replied Frank, proudly, "and take care of myself without anybody's help; but I'm going with Cousin Fred and Doctor Bronson[1]."

"Better say Doctor Bronson and Cousin Fred," Mary answered, with a smile; "the Doctor is Fred's uncle and twenty years older."

Frank corrected the mistake he had made, and said he was too much excited to remember all about the rules of grammar and etiquette. He had even forgotten that he was hungry; at any rate, he had lost his appetite, and hardly touched the juicy steak and steaming potatoes that were before him.

During breakfast, Mr. Bassett explained to Mary the outline of the proposed journey. Doctor Bronson was going to Japan and China, and was to be accompanied by his nephew, Fred Bronson, who was very nearly Frank's age. Frank had asked his father's permission to join them, and Mr. Bassett had been considering the matter. He found that it would be very agreeable to Doctor Bronson and Fred to have Frank's company, and as the opportunity was an excellent one for the youth to see something of foreign lands under the excellent care of the Doctor, it did not take a long time for him to reach a favorable decision.

"Doctor Bronson has been there before, hasn't he, father?" said Mary, when the explanation was ended.

"Certainly, my child," was the reply; "he has been twice around the world, and has seen nearly every civilized and uncivilized country in it. He speaks three or four languages fluently, and knows something of half a dozen others. Five years ago he was in Japan and China, and he is acquainted with many people living there. Don't you remember how he told us one evening about visiting a Japanese prince, and sitting cross-legged on the floor for half an hour, while they ate a dinner of boiled rice and stewed fish, and drank hot wine from little cups the size of a thimble?"

Mary remembered it all, and then declared she was glad Frank was going to Japan, and also glad that he was going with Doctor Bronson. And she added that the Doctor would know the best places for buying the presents Frank was to bring home.

"A crape shawl for mother, and another for me; now don't you forget," said Mary; "and some fans and some ivory combs, and some of those funny little cups and saucers such as Aunt Amelia has, and some nice tea to drink out of them."

"Anything else?" Frank asked.

"I don't know just now," Mary answered; "I'll read all I can about Japan and China before you start, so's I can know all they make, and then I'll write out a list. I want something of everything, you understand."

"If that's the case," Frank retorted, "you'd better wrap your list around a bushel of money. It'll take a good deal to buy the whole of those two countries."

Mary said she would be satisfied with a shawl and a fan and anything else that was pretty. The countries might stay where they were, and there were doubtless a good many things in them that nobody would want anyway. All she wished was to have anything that was nice and pretty.


 [image: ] MARY THINKING WHAT SHE WOULD LIKE FROM JAPAN.


For the next few days the proposed journey was the theme of conversation in the Bassett family. Mary examined all the books she could find about the countries her brother expected to visit; then she made a list of the things she desired, and the day before his departure she gave him a sealed envelope containing the paper. She explained that he was not to open it until he reached Japan, and that he would find two lists of what she wanted.

"The things marked 'number one' you must get anyway," she said, "and those marked 'number two' you must get if you can."

Frank thought she had shown great self-denial in making two lists instead of one, but intimated that there was not much distinction in the conditions she proposed. He promised to see about the matter when he reached Japan, and so the conversation on that topic came to an end.

It did not take a long time to prepare Frank's wardrobe for the journey. His grandmother had an impression that he was going on a whaling voyage, as her brother had gone on one more than sixty years before. She proposed to give him two heavy jackets, a dozen pairs of woollen stockings, and a tarpaulin hat, and was sure he would need them. She was undeceived when the difference between a sea voyage of to-day and one of half a century ago was explained to her. The housemaid said he would not need any thick clothing if he was going to Japan, as it was close to Jerusalem, and it was very hot there. She thought Japan was a seaport of Palestine, but Mary made it clear to her that Japan and Jaffa were not one and the same place. When satisfied on this point, she expressed the hope that the white bears and elephants wouldn't eat the poor boy up, and that the natives wouldn't roast him, as they did a missionary from her town when she was a little girl. "And, sure," she added, "he won't want any clothes at all, at all, there, as the horrid natives don't wear nothing except a little cocoanut ile[2] which they rubs on their skins."

"What puts that into your head, Kathleen?" said Mary, with a laugh.

"And didn't ye jest tell me," Kathleen replied, "that Japan is an island in the Pacific Oshin? Sure it was an island in that same oshin where Father Mullaly was roasted alive, and the wretched natives drissed theirselves wid cocoanut ile. It was in a place they called Feejee."

Mary kindly explained that the Pacific Ocean was very large, and contained a great many islands, and that the spot where Father Mullaly was cooked was some thousands of miles from Japan.

At breakfast the day before the time fixed for Frank's departure, Mr. Bassett told his son that he must make the most of his journey, enjoy it as much as possible, and bring back a store of useful knowledge. "To accomplish this," he added, "several things will be necessary; let us see what they are."

"Careful observation is one requisite,[1q]" said Frank, "and a good memory is another."

"Constant remembrance of home," Mrs. Bassett suggested, and Mary nodded in assent to her mother's proposition.

"Courage and perseverance," Frank added.

"A list of the things you are going to buy," Mary remarked.

"A light trunk and a cheerful disposition," said Doctor Bronson, who had entered the room just as this turn of the conversation set in.

"One thing more," Mr. Bassett added.

"I can't think of it," replied Frank; "what is it?"

"Money."

"Oh yes, of course; one couldn't very well go travelling without money. I'm old enough to know that, and to know it is very bad to be away from one's friends without money."

The Doctor said it reminded him of a man who asked another for ten cents to pay his ferriage across the Mississippi River, and explained that he hadn't a single penny. The other man answered, "It's no use throwing ten cents away on you in that fashion. If you haven't any money, you are just as well off on this side of the river as on the other."

"You will need money," said Mr. Bassett, "and here is something that will get it."

He handed Frank a double sheet of paper with some printed and written matter on the first page, and some printed lists on the third and fourth pages. The second page was blank; the first page read as follows:
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