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In 'The Privilege of Pain,' Leo Mrs. Everett masterfully explores the intricacies of human suffering through a profound and poignant narrative that intertwines personal anecdotes with philosophical reflections. The book is characterized by its raw and lyrical prose, inviting readers to confront discomfort and seek meaning in anguish. With a seamless blend of memoir and existential inquiry, Everett's work situates itself within the broader literary context of contemporary reflections on mental health and the human condition, reminiscent of the works by authors such as Virginia Woolf and Albert Camus, who grappled with the depths of psychological turmoil. Leo Mrs. Everett, a seasoned writer and mental health advocate, draws from her own life experiences, marked by both triumph and tragedy, to illuminate the complexities of emotional pain. Her background in psychology and personal advocacy work significantly informs her narrative, allowing for a nuanced examination of pain as a privilege—an opportunity for growth and understanding rather than merely suffering. This dual perspective provides a robust framework for readers to reevaluate their own experiences with pain and resilience. Readers seeking a profound meditation on the interplay between suffering and self-discovery will find 'The Privilege of Pain' to be an indispensable addition to their literary repertoire. This book is not just an exploration of hardship, but an invitation to transform pain into a source of strength and insight, making it essential reading for anyone interested in the depths of the human experience.
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In "Anima Poetæ", Samuel Taylor Coleridge delves into the intricate relationship between the creative spirit and the poetic imagination. This work, reflective of the Romantic era's emphasis on individual emotion and the natural world, employs a lyrical style imbued with metaphysical inquiry. Coleridge's rich use of imagery and philosophical musings encapsulate the duality of the creative process as both a transcendental experience and a deeply personal voyage. His exploration of the 'soul of the poet' probes the essence of artistic expression, providing readers with a profound understanding of the inner workings of poetic creation. As a leading figure in Romantic literature, Coleridge's own struggles with imagination and creativity inform the depth of this text. His experiences with despair, inspiration, and the quest for a true artistic voice profoundly influenced his perspectives on poetry and the human condition. Coleridge's background in philosophy and theology further enriches "Anima Poetæ", allowing him to merge the spiritual and the aesthetic in his examination of the poet. I highly recommend "Anima Poetæ" to anyone interested in the philosophical underpinnings of poetry and the creative process. Coleridge's insights are essential for both literary scholars and casual readers, offering timeless wisdom on the transformative power of imagination and the essence of the poetic soul.
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In "Milton," John Cann Bailey delves into the intricate tapestry of John Milton's life and works, presenting a thorough analysis of the poet's profound influence on English literature and thought. The book is characterized by its erudite style, blending critical literary analysis with rich biographical context, allowing readers to grasp the complexities of Milton's themes, such as free will, divine justice, and the tension between personal and political liberty. Bailey's exploration situates Milton within the broader cultural and historical landscapes of the Renaissance, highlighting how contemporary political strife informed his poetry and prose, particularly in masterpieces like "Paradise Lost." John Cann Bailey, an esteemed scholar and advocate for Renaissance literature, draws upon a wealth of academic research and personal insight in this study. His passion for Milton's works stems from a lifelong engagement with the interplay between literature and socio-political ideologies of the time. Bailey's background in English literature and history enables him to illuminate Milton's multifaceted character—both an artistic genius and a politically charged thinker—inviting readers to appreciate the man behind the verse. I highly recommend "Milton" to anyone seeking a deeper understanding of one of literature's titans. This book serves as an essential companion for students of English literature and enthusiasts alike, offering rich insights that provoke thoughtful reflections on Milton's enduring legacy and relevance in today's cultural and political discourse.
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In "The Girl Wanted: A Book of Friendly Thoughts," Nixon Waterman weaves a tapestry of optimism and encouragement that reflects a unique blend of early 20th-century sensibilities and timeless themes of aspiration. This collection of prose and poetry offers a heartfelt exploration of the pursuit of love, identity, and personal fulfillment. Waterman's literary style is marked by simplicity and clarity, making profound insights accessible to a wide audience, while his contextual placement within the American literary landscape of the time reveals a response to the burgeoning movements of social reform and introspective philosophy. Nixon Waterman was not only a poet and author, but a publisher and editor whose journalistic background provided him with a keen understanding of the human spirit's desires and aspirations. His keen observations of the social dynamics and emotional experiences of women in particular lead him to create a work that resonates with the yearning for companionship and understanding, shaping the cultural discourse around gender roles and self-realization in the early 1900s. This book is highly recommended for readers seeking an uplifting literary experience that encourages introspection and connection. Waterman's eloquent thoughts serve as a gentle reminder of humanity's shared desires, making this work not only a delightful read but also a source of inspiration and reflection for anyone navigating their own journey of self-discovery.
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In "The Visions of the Sleeping Bard," Ellis Wynne weaves a tapestry of allegorical dreams and mystical experiences that reflect the rich tapestry of Welsh spiritual and literary tradition. Written in an era marked by the flowering of Renaissance thought, Wynne's prose is imbued with a poetic style that invites readers into a multi-layered examination of virtue, morality, and the influence of divine imagination. The book's surreal narrative structure, laden with visionary symbolism, engages with the cultural dialogues of its time, offering an introspective view of the human condition through the lens of a bard's introspections and otherworldly encounters. Ellis Wynne, a prominent figure in Welsh literature, emerged from a culturally vibrant background that informed his fascination with vision and morality. His life in the late 17th and early 18th centuries, coupled with the religious and philosophical currents of the time, deeply influenced his writing. Wynne's commitment to exploring the inner workings of the soul, particularly in contrast with the external worldly challenges, plays a crucial role in shaping the dreamlike quality of this work. Readers seeking a profound exploration of spiritual introspection will find "The Visions of the Sleeping Bard" both enlightening and thought-provoking. Its rich allegorical content and lyrical prose make it a significant contribution to the canon of Welsh literature, inviting modern readers to reflect on their own moral journeys and existential musings.
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The chief object of a word of preface to the following notes is that the reader may not expect from them more, or other, than is intended. They are the result of meditations—not so much of a critical as a devotional character—on the book, in the regular course of private morning readings of the Scriptures—meditations which were jotted down at the time, and the refreshment and blessing derived from which, I desired to share with my fellow-believers. Some salient point of each chapter has been taken and used as illustrative of what is conceived as the purpose of the book. As month by month passed, however, the subject opened up to such a degree that at the end, one felt as if there were a distinct need entirely to re-write the earlier chapters. It is, however, sent forth in the same shape as originally written; the reader then may accompany the writer, and share with him the delight at the ever-new beauties in the landscape that each turn of the road, as it were, unexpectedly laid out before him.

There is one point, however, that it may be well to look at here a little more closely and carefully than has been done in the body of the book, both on account of its importance and of the strong attack that the ecclesiastical infidelity of the day has made upon it: I refer to its authorship.

To commence with the strongest position of the attack on the Solomon authorship—necessarily the strongest, for it is directly in the field of verbal criticism—it is argued that because a large number of words are found in this book, found elsewhere alone in the post-exilian writers, (as Daniel or Nehemiah,) therefore the author of the book must surely be post-exilian too. It would be unedifying, and is happily unnecessary, to review this in detail—with a literature so very limited as are the Hebrew writings cotemporary with Solomon: these few, dealing with other subjects, other ideas, necessitating therefore another character of words, it takes no scholar to see that any argument derived from this must necessarily be taken with the greatest caution. Nay, like all arguments of infidelity, it is a sword easily turned against the user. As surely as the valleys lie hid in shadow long after the mountain-tops are shining in the morning sun, so surely must we expect evidences of so elevated a personality as the wise king of Israel, to show a fuller acquaintance with the language of his neighbors; and employ, when they best suited him, words from such vocabularies—words which would not come into general use for many a long day; indeed until sorrow, captivity, and shame, had done the same work for the mass, under the chastening Hand of God, as abundant natural gifts had done for our wise and glorious author.

Thus the argument of Zöckler—"the numerous Aramaisms (words of Syriac origin) in the book are among the surest signs of its post-exile origin"—is really turned against himself. Were such Aramaisms altogether lacking, we might well question whether the writer were indeed that widely-read, eminently literary, gloriously intellectual individual of whom it is said, "his wisdom excelled the children of the East country and all the wisdom of Egypt, for he was wiser than all men." Surely, that Solomon shows he was acquainted with words other than his own Hebrew, and made use of such words when they best suited his purpose, is only what common-sense would naturally look for. There is no proof whatever that the words themselves were of late date. Christian scholars have examined them one by one as carefully, and certainly at least as conscientiously, as their opponents; and show us, in result, that the words, although not familiar in the Hebrew vernacular, were in widely-current use either in the neighboring Persian or in that family of languages—Syriac and Chaldaic—of which Hebrew was but a member.

The verdict of impartiality must certainly be "not proven," if indeed it be not stronger than that, to the attempt to deny to Solomon the authorship of Ecclesiastes based on the words used.

The next method of argument is one in which we shall feel ourselves more at home, inasmuch as it is not so much a question of scholarship, but ordinary intelligent discernment. Time and space forbid that I attempt here a full or detailed exhibit of the sentences, thoughts, ideas in the book itself which are taken as being quite impossible to King Solomon. I will, however, attempt to give a representative few that may stand for all. In the body of the book I have touched, in passing, on the argument deduced from the words in the first chapter, "I was king;" so need only to ask my readers' attention to it there.

That "he says of himself that he was wiser and richer than all before him in Jerusalem points, under enlightened exposition, clearly to an author different to the historical Solomon." Indeed! If my readers can appreciate the force of such an argument, they do more than can I. That the writer should seek that his words should have the full force, his experiences have the full weight that could only attach to one in every way gifted to test all things to their uttermost, is taken as clear proof, "under unbiased exposition," that the only one who was exactly thus gifted was not the author! The claim to freedom from bias is in almost ludicrous harmony with such reasoning.

Again, "that also which is said—chap. vii. 10—of the depravity of the times accords little with the age of Solomon, the most brilliant and prosperous of Israelitish history." Another lovely example of rationalistic "freedom from bias"! For what is this that is said of the "depravity of the times" so inconsistent with the glory of Solomon's reign in chap. vii. 10? "Say not thou, What is the cause that the former days were better than these? For thou dost not inquire wisely concerning this." And this is proof of the "depravity of the times"!—not proof, mark, of just that very thing that is the heart and soul of the book: the weary, unsatisfied, empty heart of poor man looking backward or forward for the satisfaction that the present always fails to give "under the sun," and which he, who was wiser than all who came before him, Solomon, warns his readers against! Oh, poor blind rationalism! missing all the beauties of God's Word in its own exceeding cleverness, or—folly! How would the present application of such reasoning sound! The Victorian era is certainly one of the most "brilliant and prosperous of" English "history"; hence no one can ever speak now of "the good old times." Such language is simply impossible; we never hear it! So if some astute reasoner of the future comes across such allusion in any writings, it will be clear proof that the author was post-Victorian! Far more so if, as here, such writer rebukes this tendency!

"Altogether unkingly sound the complaints in chap. iii. 17 ('I said in my heart God shall judge the righteous and the wicked; for there is a time there for every purpose and for every work'); iv.; x. 5-7 (let my reader refer for himself to these), concerning unjust judges," etc. "These are all lamentations and complaints natural enough in a suffering and oppressed subject; but not in a monarch called and authorized to abolish evil." It is most difficult to deal seriously with what, if the writer were not so very learned, we should call nonsense unworthy of a child. Look at the verse to which he refers, and which I have quoted in full; and extract from it, if your "biased" judgment will permit, an "unkingly complaint" in any word of it! And it is at such formidable arguments as this that some of us have been trembling, fearing lest the very foundations must give way under the attack! A little familiarity is all that is needed to beget a wholesome contempt.

Here is one more interesting illustration of the "unbiased," "scientific" reasoning of rationalism. The object is, you know, to "determine exactly the epoch and writer of the book;" and this is how it must be done. "According to chaps, v. 1, and ix. 2, the temple worship was assiduously practised, but without a living piety of heart, and in a hypocritical and self-justifying manner; the complaints in this regard remind us vividly of similar ones of the prophet Malachi—chap. i. 6, etc." What then is the basis for all this verbiage about the temple worship? Here it is: "Keep thy foot when thou goest to the house of God, and be more ready to hear than to give the sacrifice of fools: for they consider not that they do evil." This sentence shows that it is impossible that Solomon wrote the book: there were no "fools" in his time, who were more ready to give a careless sacrifice than to hearken: all fools only come into existence after the exile, in the days of Malachi! And this is "higher criticism"!




Enough as to this line. We will now ask our learned friends, since Solomon has been so conclusively proved not to have written it, Who did? And when was it written? Ah, now we may listen to a very medley of answers!—for opinions here are almost as numerous as the critics themselves. United in the one assurance that Solomon could not have written it, they are united in nothing else. One is assured it was Hezekiah, another is confident it was Zerubbabel, a third is convinced it was Jesus the son of Joiada—and so on. "All opinions," as Dr. Lewis says, "are held with equal confidence, and yet in every way are opposed to each other. Once set it loose from the Solomon time, and there is no other place where it can be securely anchored."

This brings us then to the positive assertion that from the evident purpose of the book, the divine purpose, no other than Solomon could be its author. He must be of a nation taken out of the darkness and abominations of heathendom;—there was only one such nation,—he must then be an Israelite. He must live at an epoch when that nation is at the summit of its prosperity;—it never regained that epoch,—he must then have lived when Solomon lived. He must, in his own person, by his riches, honor, wisdom, learning, freedom from external political fears, perfect capacity to drink of whatever cup this world can put into his hand to the full—represent the very top-stone of that glorious time; and not one amongst all the sons of men answers to all this but Solomon the son of David, king in Jerusalem.




To Him who is "greater than Solomon"—to Him who is "above the sun"—to Him whom it is the divine purpose of the book to highly exalt above all—would I commit this feeblest effort to show that purpose, and, as His condescending grace permits, further it. F. C. J.
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Perhaps there is no book within the whole canon of Scripture so perplexing and anomalous, at first sight, as that entitled "Ecclesiastes." Its terrible hopelessness, its bold expression of those difficulties with which man is surrounded on every side, the apparent fruitlessness of its quest after good, the unsatisfactory character, from a Christian standpoint, of its conclusion: all these points have made it, at one and the same time, an enigma to the superficial student of the Word, and the arsenal whence a far more superficial infidelity has sought to draw weapons for its warfare against clear revelation. And yet here it is, embedded in the very heart of those Scriptures which we are told were "given by inspiration of God, and which are profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works." Then with this precious assurance of its "profitableness" deeply fixed in our hearts by a living faith, and in absolute dependence on that blessed One who is the one perfect Teacher, let us consider the book.

First, then, let us seek to get all the light we can from all the exterior marks it bears before seeking to interpret its contents. For our primary care with regard to this, as indeed with regard to every book in the Bible, must be to discover, if possible, what is the object of the book,—from what standpoint does the writer approach his subject.

And first we find it in that group of books through which the voice of man is prominent—Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Canticles. In these is heard the music of man's soul; often—nay, mostly—giving sorrowful and striking evidence of discord, in wail and groan, in tear and sigh; and yet again, in response evidently to the touch of some Master hand, that knows it well,—a tender, gracious, compassionate touch,—rising into a song of sweetest harmony that speaks eloquently of its possibilities, and bears along on its chords the promise and hope of a complete restoration. But we shall search our book in vain for any such expression of joy. No song brightens its pages; no praise is heard amid its exercises. And yet perfectly assured we may be that, listened to aright, it shall speak forth the praise of God's beloved Son; looked at in a right light, it shall set off His beauty. If "He turns the wrath of man to praise Him," surely we may expect no less from man's sorrows and ignorance. This, then, we may take it, is the object of the book, to show forth by its dark background the glory of the Lord, to bring into glorious relief against the black cloud of man's need and ignorance the bright light of a perfect, holy, revelation; to let man tell out, in the person of his greatest and wisest, when he, too, is at the summit of his greatness, with the full advantage of his matured wisdom, the solemn questions of his inmost being; and show that greatness to be of no avail in solving them,—that wisdom foiled in the search for their answers.
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