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            Premiere Production

         

         Meet Me at Dawn was first performed at the Traverse Theatre, Edinburgh, on 6 August 2017. The cast was as follows:

         
             

         

         Helen  Sharon Duncan-Brewster

         Robyn  Neve McIntosh

         
             

         

         Director  Orla O’Loughlin

         Designer  Fred Meller

         Lighting Designer  Simon Wilkinson

         Composer & Sound Designer  Danny Krass

         Assistant Director  Fiona Mackinnon

         Movement Advisers  White & Givan

         Voice Coach  Ros Steen

      

   


   
      

         
            Characters

         

         Robyn

         Helen

         
             

         

         The play is set on a beach

      

   


   
      

         
            MEET ME AT DAWN

         

      

   


   
      

         
            Note on Punctuation

         

         The spoken lines in this text start with a lower-case letter to stop each line reading like a statement; lines are often incomplete phrases, half-thoughts or utterances that pass from one to another, and are rarely whole sentences.

         
             

         

         In general the spoken text is laid out according to each character’s process of reasoning with each new line indicating a new thought.

      

   


   
      
                        

         
            
               Meet Me at Dawn

            

         

         A woman in her forties, Robyn, speaks to the audience.

         
            Robyn    it seems to me, and I know nothing – I know less than nothing so anything I say you have to ignore really or pretty much pretty much anyway but it seems to me – in a time like this – in a place like this – that there is the first bit, that’s to say the bit that comes now, the bit that comes before the rest but after the others, not the first bit then but the bit that is now

                           and that bit is about asking a question

                           and the questions is

                           are you okay?

            Helen    jesus

            Robyn    are you okay?

            
               Beat.

            

                           Helen, Helen, are you okay?

            Helen    yes I think

            Robyn    bloody hell –

            Helen    yes I think

            Robyn    you’re okay?

            Helen    yes

            
               Helen comes on to stage.

            

            
               She is soaking wet. 

            

            Helen    yes

                           fucking hell, yes I think

            Robyn    I know

            Helen    shit

            Robyn    I know

                           I know

            Helen    I thought we were –

            Robyn    we were

            Helen    I mean I really thought –

            Robyn    me too

            Helen    fuck

                           yes I’m alright

                           are you?

            
               The two women are both soaked through.

            

            
               They look at themselves. There is a sort of giddy hysteria.

            

            Robyn    yes I think

            Helen    both fine?

            Robyn    both fine

            Helen    because I couldn’t really –

            Robyn    no, no –

            Helen    I mean out there, in that place –

            Robyn    I understand

            Helen    every man for himself, or every woman –

                           I was, there was a sort of cloud over my thinking

                           and I couldn’t, and

                           I know I should have – I know I should have, you were there of course I knew you were struggling but –

            Robyn    I was the same

            
               They look at each other.

            

                           I was the same, it’s okay

            Helen    I would have helped you if I could

            Robyn    me too. I said it’s okay

            Helen    I would’ve swum back in for you

                           I would’ve done anything for you

                           it was just that –

            Robyn    I get it

            
               Beat.

            

                           but look

                           we’re both okay

                           does it matter? We’re both okay

            
               Helen looks at herself. Her arms and legs.

            

            
               She laughs a bit.

            

            Helen    yeah

            
               She kind of whoops.

            

                           yes yes

            
               She whoops again.

            

                           I’m kind of buzzing in fact, like my heart is going

                           like it’s going to come out of my ears or something

                           do you think my heart might actually?

            Robyn    I doubt it

            Helen    like it’s pumping louder or stronger or

                           you could bottle this, you could actually sell this this

                           this feeling

                           like the strongest coffee or

            Robyn    I’m not sure I like it

            Helen    we could use it though? if we could keep this –

                           imagine if you could access this when you –

                           okay so you don’t like it but imagine if you

                           could

            Robyn    I thought we were properly

            Helen    but imagine if you could train yourself, in a meeting or

                           I can fucking rule the world

                           we could fucking rule the world couldn’t we?

                           if you could bring this up to order

            Robyn    I thought we were –

            Helen    hands feet

                           march or lift, lift a car or a house or

                           you know those stories, people lift houses off children or

                           and now we know we are –

                           we can, this is in us too

                           all I am saying is

                           it’s changed, we’ve changed, there’s this

                           well it’s amazing isn’t it? We are going to forget this

                           we shouldn’t forget this

                           we should train this into our muscle memory

            Robyn    I think I’m actually going to be sick

            Helen    oh

            
               Beat.

            

            Robyn    sorry I know you are all – but

                           I feel dreadful

            
               Beat. 

            

            Helen    I’ll find you something to vomit in

            Robyn    on the shore?

            
               They look around.

            

            Helen    well what do you want?

            Robyn    I want to feel better

                           I want not to be wet

                           I want not to be shivering

                           I want that not to have happened

                           I want to be home

                           with you

            Helen    maybe you should take your clothes off some of them

                           get your shoes off anyway

                           that jumper, it’s holding the water

                           probably keeping you colder

            Robyn    aren’t you cold?

            Helen    I’m like a furnace

                           yes alright cold a bit

                           but mainly – fucking hell

            Robyn    it will hit you in a minute

                           you’re probably even colder than me but the shock

            Helen    I feel fine

                           I feel great

                           I feel – I am sorry that you don’t feel all that good but

            Robyn    I feel like vomiting is that alright?

                           I mean I don’t want to spoil what you have got with this great fucking feeling

            
               Beat.

            

                           sorry

            
               Helen comes over.

            

            Helen    no, I’m a moron

            Robyn    I really think I’m going to vomit, I’m not

                           mucking about

            Helen    I know

            Robyn    don’t rub my back

            Helen    I wasn’t going to

            
               Beat.

            

                           it’s the salt water isn’t it?

            Robyn    you’re the scientist

            Helen    salt water always makes you feel sick

                           if you swallowed some of that then –

            
               Robyn retches.

            

            
               She retches again.

            

            
               Helen stands there looking spare.

            

            Robyn    and don’t watch me either

                           it’s horrible to watch someone being sick

            Helen    what am I supposed to do?

            Robyn    find the way back to the car

            Helen    can you walk?

            Robyn    my feet aren’t vomiting are they it’s just my –

                           oh god

            
               She retches again.

            

            
               Helen looks around.

            

            Helen    what do we do about the boat do you think?

            
               Beat.

            

                           sorry, concentrate on –

                           you just

            
               Helen looks over, out into the water.

            

                           it’s just we’ll have to tell them won’t we?

            Robyn    do we really have to talk about this now?

            Helen    no, sure

                           just we should tell them?

                           shouldn’t we? get the money back,

                           damn thing wasn’t seaworthy, might get a fat lot of compensation

                           the thing was too expensive anyway, I said that didn’t I?

            Robyn    why did you say that word?

            Helen    what word?

            Robyn    compensation?

            Helen    they hired us a boat that sank, don’t be stupid

                           we should at least get our money back

                           they probably saw anyway, they were probably laughing

                           two women like us, out in a boat?

                           I bet it looked hilarious

            Robyn    they won’t have meant it

            Helen    of course they won’t

                           but I bet it looked –

                           I bet it looked –

                           that is all I am saying, I bet it looked –

                           well we aren’t made for –

            
               Beat.

            

            
               Silence for a second. 

            

            
               They look at each other.

            

            Robyn    you talk too much

            Helen    you love me

            Robyn    you drive me crazy

            Helen    crazy in a good way?

            Robyn    not always

            Helen    but sometimes?

            Robyn    sometimes, yes

            
               Helen shrugs, playfully..

            

            Helen    there you go you see, sometimes,

                           sometimes sometimes, that is good enough

                           I drive you crazy, sometimes. What a fucking love poem

                           you ready to walk back to the car?

            Robyn    I suppose

            Helen    what’s that?

            Robyn    where?

            Helen    you have something on you

            Robyn    oh

            Helen    there on your –

                           hang on

            
               She sees something on Robyn’s cardigan.

            

            Helen    nothing

                           just a –

            Robyn    well what?

            Helen    I don’t know – a moth?

            Robyn    let me see

            Helen    it’s like it’s got tangled in your, wait a sec

            
               She gets it off.

            

                           here

            
               They look at it.

            

            Robyn    poor fucker

            Helen    pretty though

            
               Robyn takes it.

            

            Robyn    shouldn’t even be here

                           should be inland

                           you don’t get moths by the sea

            Helen    I don’t know

            Robyn    you’re the scientist

            Helen    I study rocks, not living things

            Robyn    it’s a dead one

            Helen    even still

            
               Robyn holds it in her hand.

            

            Robyn    what should I do with it?

            Helen    put it down

            Robyn    it’s got beautiful red spots, one on each wing

            Helen    what is wrong with you?

                           put it down yes

            Robyn    maybe it flew on to me on the boat

                           maybe it was with me during all that

                           but then why isn’t it wet?

            
               She looks at it. 

            

            Helen    there is no meaning, there is no point trying to find meaning

                           there is none. We had a horrible accident, a near miss. It’s a dead moth

            Robyn    how romantic you are

            Helen    always

                           my love poem back to you. It’s a dead moth, pretty, yes, but a bit disgusting. Put it down

            
               Robyn puts it down on the sand.

            

            Robyn    something will eat it

            Helen    yes

            Robyn    red spots and all

                           vomit it back up for its babies

            Helen    almost certainly

                           nature

            Robyn    I guess

            Helen    which way is the car?

            Robyn    I thought you would know

            Helen    not for certain

            
               They both look around.

            

            
               Robyn comes over.

            

            Helen    not at all actually

            Robyn    it was further back that boat place, it must be –

            Helen    this isn’t where we set off, is it?

                           or is that …

            Robyn    not exactly no but

                           we’re not even near

            
               Helen looks around too.

            

            Helen    we’re further down the shore then must be, we must have –

            Robyn    alright but which way from here?

            Helen    there was a path

                           there was a bridge

                           a tree – you said if we went swimming later we could hang our clothes on it

            
               Robyn looks about.

            

            Robyn    no trees here

            Helen    well if we walk further around –

            Robyn    no bridge

            
               Helen stands up.

            

            Helen    have you got your phone?

            Robyn    of course not

                           everything went down with the boat

            
               They look around again.

            

            Robyn    which is precisely because the second question, after the first the first being after the physical, is the physical okay? Then comes where are we, the where being not just geographically though that of course –

                           the where being something has changed that changed us

                           are we as we were before and somewhere in the dim recesses of something –

                           somewhere in the dim is there a parallel us, and where are they

                           is there a parallel you?

                           is there a parallel me? did something split there?

                           did we –?

                           she said muscle memory and the muscle memory, is the muscle memory of a place here or somewhere else or –

                           so the question is –

            Helen    where the fuck actually are we?

            
               They look at each other. They look around.

            

                           where the fuck actually are we?

            
               They look again.

            

                           where the fuck?

            Robyn    I heard you

            Helen    you didn’t answer

            Robyn    take your fucking jumper off, you’re getting hysterical

            Helen    where the hell are we?

            Robyn    I don’t know

                           what do you want, all the answers from me?

                           I don’t know okay. I don’t know

                           I’m as lost as you

            
               They look again.

            

                           we went out in a boat

                           we got into trouble in the water

                           we’re not good at boats

            Helen    we were stupid to take it out

            Robyn    we thought it would be nice

                           romantic even

            Helen    we sank

            Robyn    we swam we –

            Helen    this isn’t where we left from

            Robyn    okay so in our sort of muddle –

                           while we were sinking

                           we swam in an odd direction

            Helen    maybe this is an island

                           maybe we landed on an island

            Robyn    what kind of island is there?

            Helen    I don’t know

            Robyn    really?

            Helen    it’s just a suggestion, just an idea about how come –

                           you go up there, you can see the shoreline snakes around

                           does it snake around?

                           this might even be a tiny island but

            Robyn    we have no phone

            
               Beat.

            

                           it doesn’t really matter what size of island it is we don’t even know if it is an island –

            Helen    of course not but –

            Robyn    we have no phone, that’s the point. We’re on a bit of land, we don’t know where we are, we are cold or likely to get cold and we have no phone

            
               Helen goes and looks at the bit of shoreline.

            

            Helen    maybe we got carried down by the tide or

                           something and this is just –

            Robyn    what?

            Helen    we walk in one direction as far as we can, see if it takes us back to here

            Robyn    okay

                           or

            Helen    you have a better idea?

            Robyn    we wait I suppose

            Helen    we wait here?

            Robyn    we find out what here is

            Helen    you can see the shore, over there

                           that must be the shore we came from, this is a kind of –

            Robyn    you can hardly see it

            Helen    you can see something is there

                           you can see that something is there

                           Robyn, fuck’s sake look

                           there is something there

            Robyn    if you say so

            Helen    maybe this is just a sandbank

            Robyn    maybe it disappears at high tide you mean?

            Helen    don’t say that, no I didn’t mean –

            Robyn    we need to walk, we need to find out what it is

            Helen    you can’t fucking say there isn’t anything there

            Robyn    calm down

            Helen    well look

            Robyn    alright

                           there is something there

                           yes, there is where we came from but it doesn’t do us any bloody good does it?

            Helen    the sun is out

            Robyn    and that means?

            Helen    that means we aren’t going to die of hypothermia

            Robyn    while we are waiting to be drowned at high tide

            Helen    we are going to warm up

                           we might have to swim back, when we are ready

            Robyn    I can’t swim back, you can’t swim back

            Helen    we might have to do all kinds of things we didn’t realise we would which is why it is lucky we have all this energy and power that we didn’t think we could ever possess

            Robyn    only I don’t

                           I feel sick

            Helen    will you try Robyn please at least try

            
               Beat.

            

            Robyn    we could die of thirst

            Helen    great trying

            Robyn    well we could couldn’t we?

                           you can’t drink the sea

            Helen    we’re only going to be here for a few hours

            Robyn    you hope

            Helen    someone – the people who own the boat

                           the people who own the boat are going to say, shouldn’t they be back in by now?

                           they’re going to look at their watches and go

                           they should be back

                           those women who took the boat out and who we laughed at because we all knew they didn’t know what they were doing, you know those women

            Robyn    you said they were con men

            Helen    they’re going to want to know what happened to their boat, aren’t they? Con men or not

                           their boat is worth something, or they think it is

                           it went out with us on it

                           they’re going to say what happened to those women, at some stage

                           please try to be positive Robyn

                           the minute they’ve had that thought, we are okay

                           they will phone someone, they will pick up a phone

                           coastal rescue or something

                           someone will arrive in a speedboat with silver blankets

                           they’ll be thermoses and people and we’ll be okay

            
               Robyn looks out to the shore.

            

            Robyn    I can’t really see it

            Helen    why does that not surprise me?

                           bloody hell, it’s there

                           there

            
               Robyn peers.

            

                           you need your eyes tested

            
               She peers again.

            

                           I’ve told you that before.

            Robyn    there’s a kind of smudge

            Helen    that’s where we came from, this, that is –

            Robyn    it’s a cloud

            Helen    no it’s a place it’s a place where we have our car, and our home and our jobs and our bread that is mouldering in the bread bin and the bins that need emptying and a bed that needs clean sheets but is really fucking fantastic to sleep on

                           and pillows and towels in the bathroom

                           and the dog that belongs to our neighbour but is somehow ours

                           and all the dirt on the kitchen floor and the crap we live with

                           that’s where it all happens

            Robyn    maybe there is water here anyway –

                           all this worry about being here

            Helen    I’m not worried

            Robyn    all this worry I have

                           and there could be a stream just there

            Helen    are you actually thirsty or are you –

            Robyn    I am actually thirsty

            
               Beat.

            

            Helen    okay so I will find some water

                           there really isn’t much need for water since we

                           will be here a really short time but

                           you can survive days without water you realise that and I’m pretty sure you had water at breakfast, but

                           yes if you need water

                           maybe we should write ‘help us’ or something in the sand

                           and then –

            
               Beat. 

            

            
               They look at each other.

            

            
               Then a pause.

            

            Robyn    what are you doing?

            Helen    what do you mean?

            Robyn    you’ve stopped talking

            Helen    I’m thinking

            Robyn    you always talk

            
               Beat.

            

            Helen    I am thinking okay

                           is it not okay for me to think?

            
               They both take a second to think.

            

                           I’m thinking

                           I’m still thinking

            
               Pause.

            

            
               It dawns on them that they are a bit fucked.

            

            Robyn    there’s actually a person

            Helen    where?

            Robyn    I think that is someone

            Helen    can’t see

            Robyn    over there

                           look

            Helen    it’s a smudge

            Robyn    a man I think or perhaps a woman

            Helen    you said there was a smudge, that’s a smudge if ever I saw one

            
               They both look. 

            

                           oh perhaps yes a woman

            Robyn    thank you

            Helen    and thank fuck

            Robyn    why did you say that?

                           we don’t know what kind of woman it is

                           it could be a weird woman, she could be –

            Helen    does it matter if they are weird?

                           a person will have a phone, man or woman I don’t care, another person

                           it doesn’t matter who it is, if there is a person there is a phone

                           isn’t that right? Coastal rescue, they can ring the coastal rescue

                           in today’s world, every person who isn’t a baby I suppose, I suppose not a baby but any person has a phone –

            Robyn    I don’t have a phone

                           she says

                           the woman that we find

                           and is it just me or is there something –?

                           is there something about the way the skin fits on her face or perhaps her eyebrows or –

                           I don’t have a phone she says again

                           this is my precious Helen and this is a day and somehow we are here and you, you have to have a phone

                           and I know I am muddled I know I am but –

            Helen    what do you mean you don’t have a phone?

            Robyn    I don’t have a phone, she says the same thing over and over

            Helen    but that can’t be –

            Robyn    maybe she lives without a phone, people do Helen, people do live without a phone

            Helen    out here?

                           surrounded by sea

            Robyn    all I’m saying –

            Helen    okay

                           okay, that’s fine, no phone

                           you don’t have a phone

                           how does one get off here? this place, how do you get off it?
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