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  Timeline




  

    

      June 1983 – Jamie Daniel is jailed for four years at Chichester Crown Court for heroin smuggling.




      2 January 1984 – Eddie Lyons Sr is stabbed in Scapa Street, Cadder. His attackers are later jailed after Eddie identified them to the police. He and his family are

      escorted by police to their new home in Milton.




      7 December 1991 – Garry Lyons, the eight-year-old son of Eddie Lyons Sr, dies of leukaemia.




      1992 – Eddie Lyons Sr is given control of a disused former school annexe on Ashgill Road, Milton, with the backing of community police officer John Cameron, which

      he will later run as the Chirnsyde Community Initiative.




      1995 – Lyons first receives public funding.




      September 1998 – Ellen Hurcombe is elected as a Labour councillor in Milton.




      18 April 1999 – Michael Lyons Sr dies of a crack cocaine overdose following a police drugs raid at a high-rise flat in Castlebay Street, Milton.




      30 April 1999 – Eddie Lyons Sr is interviewed on STV’s evening news bulletin at Chirnsyde, talking about the community’s drug problem.




      5 August 1999 – Chirnsyde Community Initiative is formed and funding from Glasgow City Council begins. Eddie Lyons Sr is appointed co-ordinator.




      24 December 1999 – Steven Lyons attacks Marc McDonnell, prompting a violent vendetta by the Club Boys against the McDonnells.




      10 May 2000 – drug dealer Frank McPhie is shot dead in Maryhill, Glasgow, following a dispute with Jamie Daniel.




      13 June 2000 – Labour MSP Patricia Ferguson goes on the beat with community police officer John Cameron. They pay a visit to Chirnsyde.




      2 September 2000 – outside Chirnsyde, a gang attacks Thomas McDonnell Sr with a knife, golf clubs and a scaffolding pole. Six men – Eddie Lyons Sr, Johnny

      Lyons, Eddie Lyons Jr, Steven Lyons, Andrew Gallacher and Paul McGuinness – are charged with attempted murder.




      10 January 2001 – with the cases against Edward Lyons Sr and Johnny Lyons withdrawn, the trial of the remaining four begins at the High Court in Glasgow but it is

      abandoned due to witness intimidation.




      7 February 2001 – Thomas’s wife, Margo McDonnell, writes to the then Lord Advocate Colin Boyd, Strathclyde Police’s Chief Constable John Orr and

      Justice Minister Jim Wallace. She reveals her family’s ordeal and the relationship between PC John Cameron and Eddie Lyons Sr.




      18 May 2001 – a new trial for the attempted murder of Thomas McDonnell Sr begins against Eddie Lyons Jr, Steven Lyons, Andrew Gallacher and Paul McGuinness.




      28 May 2001 – several charges are dropped which leads to Gallacher being acquitted.




      4 June 2001 – McGuinness is found guilty of the attempted murder of Thomas McDonnell Sr. The cases against Eddie Lyons Jr and Steven Lyons are not proven.




      22 June 2001 – McGuinness is sentenced to eight years in prison for the attempted murder of Thomas McDonnell Sr.




      August 2001 – a quantity of cocaine belonging to the Daniel family is stolen from a house party in Milton. The cocaine is sold to the Lyons, sparking war between

      the two families.




      August 2001 – the Daniels torch Chirnsyde, causing £30,000 worth of damage. Two weeks later, Robert Daniel allegedly trashes the Chirnsyde minibus. Vandalism

      and breach of the peace charges against him are later dropped by prosecutors.




      5 September 2001 – the director of Glasgow City Council’s Culture and Leisure Department, Bridget McConnell, writes a letter to the director of the

      council’s Education Department, Ken Corsar. In it, she admits knowledge of the fire attack and vandalism at Chirnsyde but urges her colleague to review his decision to stop sending

      children there.




      September 2001 – an attempt to shoot Steven Lyons outside Mallon’s pub is made but he is not hit.




      22 November 2001 – Bridget McConnell’s husband, the Labour MSP Jack McConnell, becomes Scotland’s First Minister.




      12 December 2001 – PC John Cameron resigns as chairman of Chirnsyde.




      12 January 2003 – Kevin ‘Gerbil’ Carroll is shot and injured outside his mother’s home in Milton.




      19 January 2003 – the Daniel family are exposed in the Sunday Mail newspaper’s ‘Crime Inc’ investigation.




      23 January 2003 – Johnny Lyons is shot in Stornoway Street, Milton, but survives.




      23 February 2003 – the Sunday Mail publishes a story about Eddie Lyons Sr running Chirnsyde under the headline, ‘Would you let this man look after

      your children?’




      20 March 2003 – another attempt is made to shoot Johnny Lyons near his home but, this time, he is not hit.




      24 September 2003 – the trial of Jamie Daniel for allegedly attacking taxi driver James Gallagher is abandoned at Glasgow Sheriff Court, amid concerns of witness

      intimidation.




      October 2003 – the trial of Stephen Burgess for the shooting of Kevin Carroll is abandoned at the High Court in Glasgow.




      10 January 2004 – John Madden, a member of the Chirnsyde-based Club Boys gang, is shot by Kevin Carroll, using a Kalashnikov AK-47. He survives.




      5 February 2004 – Steven Lyons is stopped in a vehicle and has £14,980 in cash seized from him under proceeds of crime laws.




      14 February 2004 – the Club Boys go on the rampage at Tuscany nightclub, Kirkintilloch. Two men are hit by car and six suffer knife injuries.




      20 February 2004 – police seize £185,000 of cannabis and heroin at addresses in Kirkintilloch. The haul is linked to the Lyons.




      20 February 2004 – the East Kilbride home owned by Eddie Lyons Sr is searched by police who find £63,000 in cash.




      2 March 2004 – campaigner Billy McAllister is arrested for fly-posting leaflets which allege that a corrupt police officer is an associate of the Lyons family.




      24 May 2004 – Patricia Ferguson MSP writes a letter addressed to ‘Dear Eddie’. In it, she asks Eddie Lyons Sr to nominate a member of the community to

      attend the official opening of the Scottish parliament.




      3 September 2004 – Club Boy Andrew Gallacher is sentenced to four years at the High Court in Glasgow for heroin and cannabis dealing.




      January 2005 – two unidentified plain-clothes police officers threaten to plant drugs on Billy McAllister outside Kelvindale Post Office.




      25 February 2005 – a senior member of the Club Boys admits dealing cannabis and is sentenced to 30 months imprisonment at the High Court in Edinburgh.




      22 June 2005 – a report by Bridget McConnell is presented to councillors. It recommends that they should vote to continue funding Chirnsyde, which they do. The

      report is also critical of members of the public who have complained.




      17 August 2005 – two campaigners who object to Eddie Lyons Sr being funded with public money are given emergency mobile phones over fears for their safety. Two

      others receive panic alarms.




      13 September 2005 – Steven Lyons is found not guilty of three attempted murder charges at Tuscany nightclub. Fellow Club Boy Charles McMurray, who is not charged,

      tells the court that he was responsible. Ross Monaghan is also cleared at the High Court in Glasgow.




      17 October 2005 – after being forced to do so by the Scottish Information Commissioner, Glasgow City Council reveals the names of which police officers provided

      them with information about Eddie Lyons Sr and Chirnsyde.




      1 December 2005 – Robert Daniel is jailed for eight years after he is caught with £300,000 of heroin.




      19 January 2006 – the £63,000 seized from the home of Eddie Lyons Sr is forfeited at the High Court in Edinburgh. The Crown Office states that the money was

      the ‘proceeds of drug trafficking’.




      16 February 2006 – Billy McAllister wins election to the council ward which includes Milton. The SNP candidate’s main policy pledge is to remove Eddie Lyons

      Sr from Chirnsyde.




      18 April 2006 – Eddie Lyons Jr is shot at the front door of his home in Ratho Drive, Cumbernauld. He survives.




      July 2006 – Johnny McLean is given an absolute discharge at Glasgow Sheriff Court for keeping his son off school for four years due to his Chirnsyde

      objections.




      15 September 2006 – Glasgow City Council votes to continue funding Chirnsyde on a month-to-month basis after a damning report by accountancy firm Scott-Moncrieff.

      They also vote to undertake a ‘comprehensive scrutiny review’.




      6 November 2006 – the gravestone of Garry Lyons is found vandalised. The attack is blamed on Kevin Carroll.




      8 November 2006 – Eddie Lyons Jr is struck by his own car when Kevin Carroll ambushes him in Bellshill. Lyons is not shot but his associate Andrew Gallacher

      suffers bullet wounds.




      16 November 2006 – Kevin Carroll and Ross Sherlock are shot by the Club Boys in Auchinairn, Bishopbriggs.




      6 December 2006 – a triple shooting at David Lyons’ Applerow Motors in Balmore Road, Lambhill, results in Michael Lyons Jr being killed. Steven Lyons and

      Robert Pickett survive. The Daniel hit men are Raymond Anderson Sr and James McDonald.




      7 December 2006 – Eddie Lyons Sr is evicted from Chirnsyde.




      2 March 2007 – Raymond Anderson Sr, his son, Raymond Jr, and James McDonald are arrested over the murder of Michael Lyons and the shootings of Steven Lyons and

      Robert Pickett.




      10 March 2007 – Jamie McColl is stabbed to death by James Murphy, a member of the Club Boys.




      18 July 2007 – Kevin Carroll is jailed for 18 months for possession of 5.56mm and 9mm ammo. In a plea deal, the more serious charges relating to the Heckler &

      Koch are dropped.




      4 October 2007 – the SNP MSP Bob Doris raises a debate on Chirnsyde in the Scottish Parliament which praises the ‘four bampots’ who opposed Eddie Lyons

      Sr’s Chirnsyde regime.




      19 October 2007 – Club Boy James Murphy is jailed for nine and a half years for the culpable homicide of Jamie McColl.




      9 November 2007 – Strathclyde Police state that David Lyons is ‘involved in serious and organised crime including the trafficking and supply of class-A

      drugs’. They make the claim during a council hearing about an associate’s used car sales licence application, which is rejected.




      31 December 2007 – police raid the home of ex-soldier Andrew Quinn in Dennistoun, Glasgow. They find heroin plus a massive cache or ammunition from the British

      Army.




      15 February 2008 – police from Glasgow and Kent raid Howe Barracks, Canterbury. They smash a gang of soldiers from the Royal Regiment of Scotland’s Argyll

      and Sutherland Highlanders who supply guns, ammunition and explosives to gangsters. Three soldiers, former soldier Quinn and an associate are later jailed for a total of almost 50 years.




      25 February 2008 – the trial of Raymond Anderson Sr and James McDonald for the Applerow triple shooting begins at the High Court in Glasgow.




      26 February 2008 – Robert Pickett says the ‘wrong people’ are in the dock. He denies being paid to say this. Lord Hardie later jails him for two years

      for contempt of court.




      2 May 2008 – Anderson and McDonald are found guilty of murdering Michael Lyons and attempting to murder Steven Lyons and Robert Pickett. They are each jailed for a

      minimum of 35 years, later reduced to 30 on appeal.




      17 March 2009 – the Club Boys gun down Kevin Carroll’s associate John Bonner in Springburn, Glasgow, using a shotgun. He survives.




      12 May 2009 – officers from the Scottish Crime and Drug Enforcement Agency speak to Glasgow council leader Steven Purcell in his office and warn him that he may be

      blackmailed over his cocaine use.




      4 June 2009 – Paul Lyons kills Mark Fleeman in a road-rage incident on the M74.




      22 November 2009 – the Sunday Mail newspaper reveals that Kevin Carroll’s ‘alien abduction gang’ are suspected of a series of gunpoint

      kidnappings of rival drug dealers across Scotland.




      12 January 2010 – Kevin Carroll orders cocaine dealer Steven Glen to meet him the next day. Glen discusses Carroll’s demands with his ‘boss’

      Allan ‘Babesy’ Johnston.




      13 January 2010 – Kevin Carroll is shot dead in the back of an Audi parked outside Asda in Robroyston. It is seven years plus one day since he was shot outside his

      mother’s house.




      23 January 2010 – one of the hit men suspected of shooting Kevin Carroll leaves Scotland for Spain.




      26 January 2010 – the two guns used to kill Kevin Carroll are found in undergrowth in Coatbridge, Lanarkshire.




      2 March 2010 – Steven Purcell announces his decision to quit as leader of Glasgow City Council. The Sunday Mail later reveals his cocaine warning from the

      Scottish Crime and Drug Enforcement Agency.




      4 March 2010 – Paul Lyons admits the road-rage murder of Mark Fleeman. He is later jailed for 12 years.




      8 March 2010 – justice secretary Kenny MacAskill unveils a new police car – a seized £75,000 Audi linked to Kevin Carroll. Within a fortnight, the

      Daniels firebomb Maryhill police station twice in a bid to destroy it.




      27 April 2010 – Eddie Lyons Sr is spared jail and given 300 hours community service for mortgage fraud at Glasgow Sheriff Court.




      18 May 2010 – the funeral of Kevin Carroll takes place but his grave in Bearsden remains unmarked for almost two years.




      1 June 2010 – Jamie Daniel is jailed for a year at Glasgow Sheriff Court for a road-rage attack in the city’s west end having been arrested and remanded four

      months earlier.




      2 July 2010 – police raid the home of corrupt officer PC Derek McLeod where they find a cannabis farm. He is also accused of passing stolen intelligence to the

      Lyons.




      30 July 2010 – armed police raid the home of Ross Monaghan in Penilee, Glasgow. He is the second hit man to be suspected of shooting Kevin Carroll and is charged

      with his murder.




      2 August 2010 – Ross Monaghan appears in court charged with murdering Kevin Carroll.




      23 June 2011 – PC Derek McLeod is jailed at the High Court in Edinburgh for 16 months for leaking information to a suspected Kevin Carroll hit man. He is also

      jailed for two years and three months for drug dealing but a reporting ban is put in place.




      23 March 2012 – the trial of Ross Monaghan for the murder of Kevin Carroll begins at the High Court in Glasgow.




      3 May 2012 – the trial of Ross Monaghan collapses and he is acquitted after Lord Brailsford rules that there is insufficient evidence.


    


  




  





  Introduction




  It was Scotland’s dirtiest and deadliest gang war for a generation – the biblical-sounding Daniels against the Lyons.




  On one side was the secretive Daniel family, headed by the snarling, glowering presence of Jamie Daniel. After a childhood scarred by tragedy and chronic poverty, he fought his way out of

  ‘The Jungle’ in Glasgow’s Possilpark, where stealing scrap metal was the precursor to creating a drug importation and distribution network, and built up vast wealth and underworld

  power. Daniel, his family and their extended gang had a burning hatred of the police and operated firmly in the shadows where they carved out a reputation among the UK’s sharpest major

  organised crime groups. Kevin ‘Gerbil’ Carroll, the partner of Daniel’s daughter, became Scotland’s most violent young criminal and ran his own team which dealt drugs but

  also ‘taxed’ rival dealers. Carroll’s mob posed as police officers to stage abductions at gunpoint. Having suffered sickening acts of torture, the broken and bewildered victims

  forfeited their drugs, cash or guns.




  On the other side was the Lyons family, at the head of which was a cocky, small-time crook called Eddie Lyons Sr. Having been stabbed at the age of 25, he was branded a ‘grass’ and

  driven out of his home on the Cadder housing estate under police protection for helping to jail his attackers. The Lyons were rehoused in nearby Milton where Eddie Sr evolved into a self-styled

  community leader. The loss of his eight-year-old son Garry to cancer brought an outpouring of goodwill and support. With the backing of his friends in the police, he was handed the keys to the

  council-owned Chirnsyde Community Initiative, a community centre in the heart of Milton. Two of his other sons, Eddie Jr and Steven, along with their tight-knit group of friends became the Club

  Boys and their gang hut was Chirnsyde – aka ‘Eddie’s Club’.




  Eddie Sr was the smiling, plausible puppet master who outwardly acted like the model citizen, concerned about tackling youth crime, while the Club Boys peddled drugs and inflicted violence on

  both their enemies and innocents. One father whose sons were being bullied by the Club Boys went to Chirnsyde to plead with Eddie Sr to end the violence. He was knifed and left for dead by a

  cowardly pack of thugs yet only one Club Boy was convicted for his attempted murder.




  The war between the Daniels and Lyons was sparked by an opportunistic theft of cocaine from a safe house in Milton. Few would have predicted that this relatively minor incident in 2001 would

  have unleashed such an astonishing wave of murder, mayhem and terror spanning over a decade.




  When the Lyons were accused of flagrantly peddling the Daniels’ stolen white powder, the blue touchpaper was lit. The niggling hostility between the Club Boys and the young Daniel gang

  members exploded.




  What started as being about the cash, territory and power of the north Glasgow drugs trade became very personal with deep, reciprocal loathing. The Daniels regarded the Lyons with derision

  – they were nothing more than upstarts and grasses, tainted by their father’s legacy – but they also underestimated them. The Lyons either didn’t understand the

  Daniels’ fearsome reputation or perhaps they didn’t care.




  More than a dozen shootings took place with one dead on each side. Others died in frenzied street violence while an innocent and loving father’s life was stolen in a cowardly road-rage

  attack.




  The devastation was immense and obscene. There were beatings, slashings, abductions, disfigurement and torture. Cars and homes were firebombed in the night as children slept. Devastated families

  were ripped apart and forced to live under witness protection. Justice was twisted with witnesses bribed and terrorised. Judges responded by handing down record prison sentences. Kevin

  Carroll’s vile desecration of the grave of little Garry Lyons marked a sickening low.




  In 2006, proud new father Michael Lyons, 21, was slaughtered by Daniel family mercenaries in a crime which stunned Scotland. Two masked gunmen brought carnage, terror and death to a busy Lyons

  family-owned garage forecourt in broad daylight. Perhaps most shocking was that the deadly weapons used in the triple shooting had been sold by a rogue band of British Army soldiers who flooded

  Glasgow’s underworld with state-of-the-art guns, ammunition and explosives, much of which has never been accounted for.




  Observers firmly believed that the dominant Daniels had the upper hand as the vanquished Club Boys were forced out of Glasgow for their own safety. Daniel gang lieutenant Carroll relentlessly

  hunted them down. The Lyons were determined to avenge the atrocity inflicted on their brother’s grave. They also knew that it was Carroll or them – kill or be killed. Terrified shoppers

  dived for cover when 29-year-old Carroll had 13 shots pumped into him as he sat in an Audi outside a suburban Asda supermarket.




  These dark events were not confined to the underworld. A group of parents were caught in the crossfire. They refused council orders to send their children to Chirnsyde and into the hands of

  Eddie Sr who was in receipt of over £1million of funding from taxpayers. For many long years, the campaigners were arrogantly dismissed then smeared by those in power who inexplicably backed

  the perverse Chirnsyde regime.




  The campaigners’ brave and determined battle revealed a murky nexus between criminals, police officers and politicians. Against the odds, they won their crusade and exposed how the

  cancerous Daniel v Lyons feud seeped from the city’s mean streets into the highest echelons of the political elite, from Holyrood to George Square, the offices of First Minister Jack

  McConnell and disgraced Glasgow City Council leader Steven Purcell. Their story will inspire any community that wants to fight back.




  Police fear, however, that the violence has not ended and that is simply a matter of time before more blood is spilled. They firmly believe that the war is far from over.




  





  1




  Get out of Town




  In the darkness, a convoy of cars and vans snaked along Scapa Street. Inside, three generations of the Lyons family, their belongings hastily packed, had been forced to say an

  abrupt farewell to the area they called home. Police officers in marked vehicles formed the cortege’s protective head and tail. The mood was sombre, almost funereal, but no one was dead

  – not this time. Many of those who stood watching the procession were satisfied. As the family were removed, the word ‘grass’ was spat out with venom.




  On 2 January 1984, Eddie Lyons had been stabbed. It was the final act in a spate of spiralling violence between members of the Lyons family and the Moran family who lived side by side in Cadder,

  a small north Glasgow council estate in the shadow of three sprawling burial grounds – St Kentigern’s, the Western Necropolis and Lambhill Cemetery.




  The original reasons for what started the feud are lost in time but much of it stemmed from the two large families vying for control and respect. The savage attack happened in the Scapa Street

  home of Eddie Lyons’ parents where he then lived. It came days after a Moran family member suffered a severe beating with baseball bats at the hands of the Lyons. Prior to Lyons being

  stabbed, this had been the most serious incident in this tit-for-tat cycle of violence. As a consequence of the beating, it was decided that Lyons would pay. He was lucky not to have paid with his

  life.




  He was inside when every front window was smashed. From the street, came shouted threats. Two men then burst through the flimsy wooden front door. With Lyons were his younger sister Victoria,

  their parents Edward and Marion plus another woman. Within minutes, the two knifemen had dispensed their brutal vengeance and fled. Lyons could only lie helplessly gazing upwards in a warm, sticky

  pool of his own blood and wait for the ambulance and police sirens to grow louder. His father was also injured, although less seriously, by the blade.




  In parts of the west of Scotland generations of police officers and politicians have been unable to end the ingrained culture of knife crime, and Lyons could have been just another statistic in

  the annual death toll but he clung to life. His survival presented him with a choice – either hit back even harder against the Morans and remain silent when the police came calling or throw

  in the towel and fully co-operate with the detectives of Strathclyde Police. He chose the latter. By the time he had signed each A4 page of his detailed witness statement, he knew that his life

  would change forever.




  Lyons was then 25 years old and had married Josephine when they were both aged 20. At the time of the stabbing, they were already parents to three sons – Eddie Jr who was four,

  three-year-old Steven and Garry who was two months old.




  Lyons was fresh faced and had a permed hairstyle which was typical of that era and its stars such as footballer Kevin Keegan. With a sparkle in his eyes, he was smart, likeable, a quick talker

  and streetwise but diminutive both in physical stature at around 5 foot 2 inches tall and in reputation – nowhere near the ranks of the dangerous grey men who controlled the city’s

  crime.




  Alongside the entrenched knife culture, another blight at the heart of the criminal justice system is the label of ‘grass’. It can be unfairly applied to ordinary people who have

  good reason to speak to the police but is easier to understand when it’s given to criminals who inform on rivals or those who take the law into their own hands while simultaneously seeking

  redress and protection from the authorities. And that is exactly what Lyons had chosen to do. In the underworld, this kind of behaviour is the lowest of the low.




  In the weeks following the attack, the Moran family became enraged at his and his family’s willingness to speak with the police and point the finger. But Lyons was determined and remained

  resolute despite suffering intimidation in the lead-up to the trial. In one incident, eight weeks after the stabbing which could have put him a plot in one of Cadder’s neighbouring

  cemeteries, he was terrorised by one of the Morans in West Nile Street, a bustling city-centre street packed with office workers and shoppers.




  In what appeared to be a chance encounter, the Moran followed Lyons and gestured that he had a knife in his jacket. Cornered and terrified, Lyons – his blade injuries still raw and healing

  – had no way of knowing if it was a bluff. The man then punched his passive victim and looked him in the eyes as he spat out the warning: ‘Your cards are marked – you are a

  grass.’ It was a terrifying but futile attempt to prevent Lyons from giving evidence.




  Lyons’ decision to give a detailed statement to the police and then go to the High Court in Glasgow that August to testify against his attackers resulted in two men being jailed. Robert

  Moran, nicknamed Barra, was sentenced to three years’ imprisonment, while his associate Alan Smith, known as Smido, got an 18-month sentence.




  For their own safety before the trial, Lyons and his family’s co-operation led to them being unconventionally escorted from Cadder by their guardian angels in blue.




  The emotive word ‘grass’ continued to echo in their ears a long time after the humiliation of their enforced exile from Cadder. Throughout 1984 and onwards, ‘Lyons

  grasses’ and ‘Lyons scum’ were sprayed on the streets of Cadder and elsewhere in the city. It was still happening into the 90s. They were reviled.




  One Moran family associate said, ‘The whole place knew what that family was at the time and nothing has changed. Eddie ran to the cops because his bottle went. That still clings to him and

  his family like the stench of stale smoke. The cops had to move them out because the whole scheme turned against them. One minute they want to act like gangsters but then go crying to the police

  when it gets too hot. You can’t have it both ways.’




  Long before the existence of a witness protection scheme, the three generations of Lyons were taken just under two miles east across the city to the sprawling post-war social housing estate of

  Milton which is on the other side of the arterial Balmore Road that heads north to affluent suburbs. It wasn’t far but it was enough to end the violence, if not the enmity, between the two

  families.




  Initially Lyons spent a short spell in Cathay Street, near to his parents’ new home. Then he, Josephine and their growing young family were given a council flat in Liddesdale Road. Their

  first three sons were joined by daughter Ashley the following year and then Christopher in 1989. A female neighbour remembers Lyons at the time as being ‘constantly on the make but

  plausible’.




  Having survived the Moran stabbing, it wasn’t long before he was at the centre of a second violent feud and yet another lucky escape from becoming a murder victim. This time, the violence

  was a result of his family’s early foray into drug dealing. His younger brother Michael was making a lot of cash by indiscriminately peddling amphetamines, known as speed, to youngsters.

  Heroin had begun to hit Glasgow in a major way in the early 1980s but drugs were nowhere near as prevalent as they later became. People in the community united to tackle those involved.




  In 1986, the simmering tensions between the Lyons and those who did not want drugs seeping into Milton led to a number of flashpoints, one of which sparked a riot. One Lyons family member used

  his van as a weapon to drive at a man and knock him down. The hit-and-run attack, which caused the victim serious injuries, was the catalyst for an explosion of violence. Later that night, there

  was a running battle on the street as the community turned on the Lyons. Scores of people became involved. Many used feet and fists while others grabbed makeshift weapons from garages and kitchen

  drawers. Initially, the police were hopelessly overwhelmed until backup brought calm.




  Lyons and his brother Michael ended up in hospital. Their injuries were not too serious – cuts and bruises, perhaps the odd broken bone.




  Later that night, after peace had been restored, a female neighbour of Lyons went out the back of the Liddesdale Road close to get some coal from the bunker. Standing motionless in the darkness

  were two men. One had a claw hammer while the other held a shotgun across his body. He snarled at the innocent neighbour, ‘Where is he?’




  She did not scare easily and was more than capable of standing up to two thugs – even one with a gun. The plucky woman had no idea which ‘he’ they were referring to, nor did

  she ask. Instead, she produced her own weapon – a hammer which was stashed in the bunker – and told them to fuck off.




  She said, ‘I told them I would phone the police and they ran off. Lyons later told me he was in Stobhill Hospital when he heard the report of two men with a gun. He had heard it through

  the radio of the police officer guarding him. I didn’t know who they were looking for but they must have thought I had something to do with Lyons because I came out the same close.’




  The duo who had gone hunting for Lyons that night were serious individuals and there is little doubt that they meant business. Had they caught up with him, he would almost certainly have been

  bludgeoned with the steel hammer, shot or both.




  Lyons, however, was safely tucked up under the crisp cotton hospital sheets, being fussed over by nurses and shielded by his police friends. When the officers’ radios crackled with a

  report of a gunman in Liddesdale Road, Lyons would have been extra grateful of his surroundings.




  Days after the riot, the violence continued. A taxi driver smashed the windows of Lyons’ flat in Liddesdale Road because the family had sold speed to his 14-year-old daughter. The

  anti-drugs message was clearly not getting through.




  It had not taken long since their arrival in Milton for the Lyons family to become hated by many of their new neighbours for bringing violence, fear and drugs to their relatively peaceful

  community.




  The eldest of six children, Lyons was born on St Valentine’s Day in 1958. He was followed by David a year later, Victoria in 1961, Michael in 1964, Johnny in 1965 and

  Deborah in 1970.




  Michael and Johnny were more infamous due to their capacity for extreme violence, drug dealing, armed robbery and another prevalent crime of the era – ram-raiding, where thieves smashed

  stolen cars through shop fronts and made off with the stock.




  It was well known that eldest brother Eddie ran with the hares and hunted with the hounds. People in Milton had heard all about what had happened in Cadder. Sometimes, he would personally scrub

  off ‘grass’ when it had been daubed on walls but he could never stop the whispers.




  Long before the age of digital TV and DVDs, movies were watched on VHS tapes which, in the 1980s, brought Hollywood blockbusters into family homes for the first time. Every high street had at

  least one video rental shop but the easily copied tapes also sparked a huge black market for pirated ones. Fakes became so prevalent that, to many people, including those who abhorred crime, buying

  or renting pirated tapes didn’t even feel like they were breaking the law.




  In Milton, Eddie became the go-to guy. Some of his best customers were policemen. He often joked that the officers at Saracen station were the slowest to return tapes. They didn’t have to

  pay the late fines.




  Lyons travelled from house to house where he dropped off and collected the clunky black VHS tapes of the latest releases. He got to know many people in Milton and, like a fishwife, he loved to

  spend time chatting and garnering gossip and scandal.




  A pirate video – such as 1986’s big hits like Top Gun and Crocodile Dundee – cost up to £3 to rent and dozens of tapes went out every day. It was a booming

  little enterprise and, of course, no tax was paid on the cash income, which was topped up by claiming state benefits, so there was some serious cash coming in.




  While Eddie had become a video pirate, the less smart but more violent Johnny earned spectacular hauls from his smash-and-grab ram-raids. He acquired thousands of pounds worth of stolen stock

  from city-centre boutiques where only footballers and drug dealers could afford the ticket prices.




  When the Lyons needed to shift their booty, it was easy. Bargain hunters in Milton became very grateful. As in virtually every housing scheme, being known as the people who could get stuff cheap

  brought with it some popularity. One resident who lived in the same close as Lyons had a couple of old-fashioned detective friends who served with the Serious Crime Squad. On a quiet night shift,

  clutching a bottle of Bell’s or Famous Grouse, they often popped in to see their old pal. After one of these visits, Lyons came to the door and sheepishly asked his neighbour to warn him

  whenever his police friends were coming back. Lyons was twitchy about the detectives being so close to his home because of his ducking and diving. Having the Serious Crime Squad in his close was

  clearly a bit uncomfortable. The neighbour recalled, ‘There was always something going on with one of the Lyons. One night two cops came and hit the door looking for Johnny. I told them he

  lived in the other side of Milton. I had no idea he was actually hiding in my coal bunker. Eddie and Johnny were very close. Johnny was the mental case who would do serious damage. Michael

  wasn’t much better. Eddie was perceived as the puppet master who would get his daft brothers to do his dirty work when required then act all innocent when it suited him.’




  By the end of the 1980s, Eddie and Josephine were settled in Milton with their five children. They had now moved from the Liddesdale Road flat to a house in Torogay Street. Later, bulletproof

  windows would be installed at the property.




  They were the type of family that most sensible people wanted nothing to do with. The boys were nice lads but, having the father and uncles they did, some of their friends feared for their

  future. However, even those who knew them well could not have foreseen how badly things would turn out.




  Unfortunately for the rest of Milton – where many of the streets bear the names of idyllic Scottish islands – the Lyons were not going anywhere. At least not for a while . . .
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  Scrap and Smack




  While the Lyons family were being escorted out of Cadder in the wake of the Moran feud, the Daniel family had already carved out a much worse reputation for criminality and

  violence in north Glasgow.




  Jamie Daniel – one of ten children – was born in October 1957, four months before Eddie Lyons entered the world. He and his siblings were raised in grinding poverty in the

  city’s Possilpark district, known as Possil, which is around a mile south of Milton. While many areas of Glasgow were ravaged by post-industrial decline, Possil suffered more than most. At

  one time it was an idyllic suburban pasture which in 1872 had a population of just 10 people. That exploded to over 10,000 within two decades thanks to Walter Macfarlane’s massive Saracen

  foundry – 80 acres in size – which created ornate, decorative ironworks for export around the British Empire and beyond. The Saracen foundry finally closed in the mid 1960s, leaving an

  employment vacuum that has never been filled. The respectable, working-class neighbourhood soon became a byword for inner-city crime, rotting social housing and despair.




  In 1967, when Jamie was aged 10, his father David, a former coal miner and labourer, died of cancer. His widowed mother Agnes, then just 41 years old, was left to raise her large brood alone. It

  was a brutal, harsh existence. The family’s cramped tenement flat, now demolished, was at 8 Finlas Street at its corner with Fruin Street in a bleak part of Possil known to residents and

  police officers as ‘The Jungle’ or ‘The Jungo’, a nickname which didn’t require an explanation.




  Jamie started off as a violent, petty criminal involved in car thefts, loan-sharking and stealing scrap metal. He was part of a streetwise family of scavengers who were battling for survival.

  But, in 1969, two years after the death of their father, the second-eldest brother, Billy, battered a policeman to death. George Gates, 50, was a security guard at a colliery in Stepps,

  Lanarkshire, and had only been a special constable for four months when he was killed.




  The off-duty officer had bought a late-night newspaper and, while he made his way home, he witnessed Billy, then aged 19, along with 17-year-old friends James Moffat and Robert Brown, stealing

  copper cable worth £53 from waste ground in Possil’s Closeburn Street. He was standing with his hands in his pockets when Billy lashed out with a heavy, wooden table leg. He delivered

  at least five thudding blows to the police officer’s head. Billy then melted into the gathering crowd and stood and watched as the ambulance arrived and his blood-soaked victim lying in the

  gutter was taken to Stobhill Hospital, where he died.




  The subsequent trial at the High Court in Glasgow bore two of the hallmarks seen in some of the family’s future brushes with the justice system – witness intimidation and an attempt

  to buy the right result.




  Three men stood trial – Billy Daniel plus Moffat and Brown. One 17-year-old female witness told the jurors that she had been warned to keep her mouth shut by youths – possibly some

  of those in the dock – in the moments after the fatal attack. For Billy however, her evidence was nowhere near as damaging as that given by his two co-accused friends. They had told the

  police everything. While all three were on remand together within the brick walls of the forbidding Victorian-era prison of Barlinnie in the city’s east end, Billy decided to wage a campaign

  of threats, pleas and bribes in a bid to force them to change their statements.




  First, Billy offered to pay Moffat’s mother £10 a week for life if he lied and admitted the killing, thereby absolving him. It was a significant sum in those days but one which

  clearly didn’t take inflation into account. When that offer was rejected, Moffat was then warned that, if he ‘grassed’, he would be attacked either in custody or on the outside.

  Moffat was sent a magazine with the photo of a man whose face had been marked with a crudely drawn slash mark. Other messages intercepted by the authorities included the following written threat:

  ‘Moffat and Brown were born two grasses but their days are marked. They grass a poor, lonely guy for murder. If that guy gets done he will do life.’ It was in vain. Billy, then aged 20,

  was found guilty while trial judge Lord Johnston directed the jury to find Moffat and Brown not guilty.
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