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         About the book

         The First World War and its aftermath were significant events with widespread consequences
            that impacted everyday people. This book is the first comprehensive analysis of the
            various ways in which the Great War affected urban life, extending beyond the typically
            recognized regions such as the European Great powers, the USA, and its colonies and
            spheres of influence. It explores the impacts on peripheral cities in East Asia, Southern
            Europe, Latin America, and Africa, which have often been overlooked in the historiography
            of the 1914-1918 conflict. Despite their historical neglect, these urban areas felt
            the repercussions of the war as it reshaped their structures, rhythms, and daily routines.
            This transformation influenced both private and public life, highlighting the crucial
            role these cities played as actors during wartime.
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Introduction: Urban Experiences of the First World War in Africa, East Asia, Latin
               America and South Europe
            

            María Inés Tato, Ana Paula Pires, and Jan Schmidt

         

         The First World War as mass-industrialized war significantly impacted urban life—far
            beyond the regions the war affected most, namely the European Great powers, the USA,
            and their colonies and spheres of influence. It introduced brutality and human cruelty
            at an unprecedented level; and it literally blew away the faith in progress and in
            the alleged supremacy of the European Great Powers, uncovered dehumanized violence
            and engulfed soldiers and civilians alike. The war created a world unrecognizable
            for those in power in 1914, as it opened a period characterized by mass death and
            landscapes of industrial destruction. War influenced urban life on various levels:
            many aspects of life underwent mobilization in what John Horne and others called “totalizing
            logics.”1

         This volume is about the effects of the First World War on “peripheral” cities from
            East Asia, South Europe, Latin America and Africa, spaces that, although usually widely
            overlooked by the historiography on the conflict due to the lesser intensity of their
            military involvement in the war (neutrals or countries that joined the conflict late),
            were for a long time considered “peripheral” as a topic of research. These urban spaces
            experienced, however, the consequences of the conflict, as the war altered their structures,
            rhythm and routines, transforming both private and public life and revealing their
            importance as wartime actors. The ‘totalizing logics’ of the war blurred the boundaries
            between combatants and non-combatants, soldiers and civilians.
         

         Therefore, this book seeks first to explore the dynamics of mobilization of “peripheral”
            urban and rural cities during the First World War to determine the effects of both
            belligerency and belligerence as well as of neutrality within a world war.2 Secondly, it aims at analyzing more subtle effects of the war on other levels as
            well: the war as displayed and interpreted in the allegedly “peripheral” spaces in
            the national and local media or via exhibitions, as discussed by the elites and entering
            urban space in other forms. The war and its multifold impact were widely discussed
            in political, military, business and cultural circles, often crucially altering or
            catalyzing long-existing discourses on many aspects of (geo)politics, economy, society,
            culture and questions of identity in general. Thirdly, for some of these cities, this
            volume aspires to outline the impact of the underlying consciousness of not being
            affected directly via military campaigns while still being aware of the synchronicity
            of the ongoing conflict, which in all cases did impact socioeconomic dimensions of
            urban life globally to various extents.
         

         Today, how we understand the war has changed, not only due to a “turn” towards the
            study of society and culture but also towards an enlargement of the spatial relations
            of the war, a “turn” which has opened up the possibility to analyze the conflict within
            a global frame.3 The book is the first to examine the impact of the war on daily life in these cities
            and how it manifested itself in their urban spaces. Until recent years, the study
            of the First World War focused on the major belligerents, especially the European
            ones or their colonial empires. As a result, cities of countries with comparatively
            lesser direct military involvement, even when part of a belligerent country in the
            conflict or those that remained neutral, were almost disregarded. However, as the
            contributions to this book argue, if the war is observed in its true global dimension,
            the impact on its alleged “periphery” should be considered more. In the last decades,
            along with the development and popularization of global history, the research horizons
            expanded,4 and the so-called “peripheries” of the war began to gain prominence, as well as their
            connections and exchanges with the belligerents. Thus, it began to be noticed that
            these societies were also profoundly affected by the totalizing tendencies of the
            war at different levels and built intense experiences and representations of it.
         

         This volume is the first full-length work that analyses the Great War’s myriad impacts
            on these “peripheral” and yet, in many ways, global cities. It tackles collective
            life in these “experienced and imagined communities,”5 including metropolises and provincial towns, capital cities and inland ones. Cities,
            particularly capitals, were nerve centers of war, strategic places where some of the
            main military, political and economic decisions were made. The volume demonstrates
            the role of social mobilization and political conflicts entailed by the war in those
            urban spaces. We argue that understanding a national and possibly also trans-national
            level of involvement in the First World War requires looking at the cities’ individual
            trajectories to assess local and national temporalities. We analyze the interactions
            between the domestic political, socio-economic and cultural dimensions and military
            events as well as the war in its immense complexity, demonstrating its implications
            in governmental, political and economic orientations in times of war and the impact
            of the high degree of medialization of the war on a global level—with “peripheral”
            regions often being in the position of being exposed to narratives of both warring
            sides, hence often enabling them to realize the propagandistic character of media
            coverage, while adding local layers of active interpretation.
         

         Our approach discusses the colonial experiences of Africa together with some states
            in Latin America (Argentina and Brazil) or less intensively militarily involved states
            in East Asia like China and Japan and on the Iberian Peninsula (Portugal and Spain).
            This perspective allows our volume to transcend the “major European belligerents”
            and instead discuss the world outside of the “classical” warring nations, regardless
            of whether colonized or an alleged “bystander” nation-state. We will also focus on
            the role of empires during the war and in its aftermath, discussing cities such as
            Cape Town and Pretoria; Lisbon, the capital of a multicultural empire; Tokyo as the
            capital of the Japanese Empire; and Shanghai, as a site of intersection between empires
            and China—thus covering a diverse range of cities across Africa, East Asia, Latin
            America, and Southern Europe. The volume, therefore, determines the impact of the
            war on these “peripheries” beyond the more obvious realm of the economy in more subtle
            ways, involving the development of social and political reformism and self-representations
            of national identities.
         

         The mediatization of war is also a quintessential development of the late 19th and early 20th century. The volume also addresses how the war was interpreted in urban spaces afar
            from the main battlefields, not only in newspapers and magazines but often also in
            speeches, podium discussions, exhibitions and on cinema screens, integrating images
            and interpretations of the war into domestic political discourse but also altering
            general views of world and regional order.
         

         These cities were also active in supporting citizens of the belligerent Great Powers,
            namely through fundraising for war invalids, orphans and other humanitarian activities.
            Relief activities, therefore, appear in a broader context of soft-power politics,
            economic history, and relations between neutrals and warring nations. In many cases,
            these humanitarian activities as soft-power politics allowed the inhabitants of those
            cities, often especially the bourgeoise elites, to enhance their cultural capital
            vis-à-vis the expatriate community of citizens of the Great Powers but also to construct
            or at least catalyze discourses of cultural independence or in some cases even superiority
            over the ‘West’—as was the case in some Asian countries or when in Latin America the
            era of “old Europe” was in some of these discourses seen to have come to an end.
         

         The case studies assembled here allow a fresh perspective of how the war and its manifold
            impact were incorporated within everyday life and interpreted locally, often with
            lasting legacies for them and their regions. The book is also an attempt to cover
            a crucial overlooked dimension of the 20th century shared with other wars: entire world regions being “bystanders” in terms
            of direct military involvement or impact, not witnessing destruction but socioeconomic
            and intellectual impact, changing views on global interconnectedness, war, synchronicity
            and the world and its future in general.
         

         The First World War had a big impact on Africa, far beyond what is usually seen as
            the regions the conflict affected the most. These sometimes peripheral spaces experienced
            the consequences of war, as it also altered their structures and routines. In the
            early days of August 1914, Africa ended up acting as the trigger that transformed
            a local conflict into a world war. This argument gains credence when bearing in mind
            that the first British shots in the Great War were fired in Togoland and not in Europe.
         

         Anne Samson and Stefan Manz analyse the impact of the war on Pretoria, the administrative
            capital of the Union of South Africa. As their chapter shows, Pretoria soon became
            the centre of military control during the conflict, but it was a territory which had
            been anti-Britain during the 1899–1902 war, and soon became a microcosm of the problems
            and divisions that the nation, as a whole, faced. Samson and Karen Horn also explore
            the impacts of the First World War on Cape Town. Despite being protected by vast distances
            from the main battlefields, the city was not immune to the conflict’s wide impact
            of social and economic change. The government’s call for unity was aimed at the two
            “white races” and excluded many of the city’s inhabitants.
         

         Several chapters of the book delve into various case studies within the Ibero-American
            space. Regarding Spain, Miguel Martorell examines the impacts of the Great War in
            Madrid, the capital city, highlighting the omnipresence of the conflict in social
            life despite the officially adopted neutrality towards the conflict. The chapter explores
            the economic convulsions and social conflicts created by the war, the transformation
            of the Spanish metropolis and the effervescent mobilization of the intellectuals,
            who polarized around the two warring sides.
         

         Carolina García Sanz explores the effects of the war in another Spanish city with
            a different profile: Barcelona. As an industrial, financial, and maritime hub, the
            city was at the forefront of the economic war between the belligerents, directly experiencing
            naval blockade and submarine warfare. The chapter analyzes the resulting impacts on
            Barcelona’s economy and daily life and also the intense development of the warring
            powers’ espionage.
         

         The case studies assembled in the volume will further allow a fresh perspective on
            how the war and its manifold impact were incorporated within everyday life and interpreted
            locally; food shortages and contexts of scarcity were also a common feature in these
            cities. In addition to bread and cereals, sugar, potatoes, and meat were the first
            foodstuffs to be scarce in Lisbon, due to the lack of transportation and the limitations
            of the Portuguese productive system. Ana Paula Pires’s chapter analyzes the attention
            devoted to solving problems caused by the shortage of these essential supplies, its
            effects, namely the public order breaking down, and the intensification of trade-union
            militancy.
         

         Political power devoted great attention to solving the problems caused by this shortage
            of essential supplies, which in most cases was due not only to a shortage in transportation
            means but also to the endemic deficiencies that characterized some of these societies.
            This shortage also left a mark on Ponta Delgada, another Portuguese city, part of
            an isolated archipelago in the centre of the North Atlantic, as explored in Sérgio
            Rezendes’ chapter. Conscripting the peasants into military service and the rise in
            prices worsened the crisis, with poverty spreading from household to household.
         

         The Latin American case studies show how war experiences were decisively connected
            with the strong presence of European immigrants. Argentina ranked second behind the
            United States in the reception of migratory flows from the Old Continent, followed
            by Brazil. In both cases, the immigrants were the protagonists of intense patriotic
            activism in the diasporas and operated as cultural mediators, facilitating the dissemination
            of the war in the receiving societies.
         

         Located in one of the southernmost countries of South America, thousands of miles
            away from the trenches, Argentina’s capital city experienced the First World War deeply.
            Buenos Aires was the seat of the national authorities and foreign consulates and legations,
            the country’s principal seaport and cultural beacon, a commercial, financial and industrial
            centre. In addition, on the eve of the war, a high proportion of the foreign population
            was concentrated there. In their chapter, María Inés Tato and Agustín Desiderato examine
            how the conflict was intensely lived in the city despite official neutrality and led
            to a passionate cultural and social mobilization. They also address the war’s adverse
            effects on the city’s economy, which provoked the most profound socioeconomic crisis
            of all twentieth-century Argentina.
         

         For his part, Luis Esteban Dalla Fontana analyzes the repercussions of the war in
            different cities and towns in the province of Santa Fe, in the Argentine Littoral.
            As a pivotal player in the agro-export economy, the province endured the massive disruptions
            in Argentine foreign trade caused by the Great War. Likewise, Santa Fe was characterized
            by a substantial presence of European immigrants of diverse origins. Consequently,
            the chapter analyzes the collateral damages of the war on the local economy and the
            military and material mobilization of the most relevant foreign communities in response
            to the call of their homeland. It also tracks the traces of the war in the urban space
            and its memorialization.
         

         Brazil offers an interesting case of a latecomer into the Great War. Neutral until
            1917, local war experiences changed after it entered into the war on the Allied side.
            Karina Kriegesmann deals with those transformations through the prism of Florianópolis,
            the capital city of the state of Santa Catarina. Inhabited by diverse immigrant communities,
            Germans formed a compact and large ethnic group in that southern city. Through the
            analysis of the local press, the chapter addresses their transformation into “enemy
            aliens” in 1917 and the impact of this on the daily life dynamic.
         

         East Asia was among the first world regions outside of Europe to be affected by the
            war alongside the colonies of the Great Powers, with the Empire of Japan declaring
            war on Germany as early as August 23, 1914, while China, although remaining neutral
            until August 1917, became a battle ground almost immediately with Japanese troops,
            aided by a small British detachment, seizing the German-leased territory around the
            harbor city of Qingdao in November 1914 after brief but heavy fighting. After this
            initial phase of military activity, Japanese cities provide an ideal angle to study
            the more subtle and complex impact of the war on the region. Jan Schmidt demonstrates
            that, while Tokyo might not have been impacted always in similar ways as the capitals
            of the European belligerent powers in the sense of the renowned volumes edited by
            Jay Winter and Jean-Louis Robert—there were, for instance no war veterans with maimed
            bodies present in the streets—it was still a “capital city at war.” In many quarters
            of the city the war was experienced mostly via its economic impact and through mass
            media. The rising numbers of its consumers including members of the working class
            were aware that the economic upheaval was caused by the global conflict transformed
            the outlook of many citizens on the world. After all, there were substantial disruptions
            for the first months into summer 1915, followed by a feverish war boom driven by demand
            from the Entente powers but also from regions from which European competitors had
            to withdraw. This led first to steeply rising economic activity and to the final phase
            of industrialization in many quarters of Tokyo, only to be followed by violent riots
            and their suppression as part of the “Rice Riots” of summer 1918 when climbing domestic
            prices had a stifling impact on many citizens of Tokyo. Schmidt argues that aside
            from these more immediate socio-economic effects, starting with a temporary triumphal
            arch at the newly inaugurated Tokyo Station in November 1914 to celebrate the fall
            of Qingdao, Tokyo became a space to visually display the war and to study and discuss
            its impact on many levels. Starting with photo exhibitions and war films sent by the
            allied powers to cinemas in Tokyo, through wooden tanks used for British war-bond
            collections, and culminating in a “Peace Commemoration Exhibition” in 1922 as well
            as in the first discussions of air-defense measures for what was seen as an almost
            inevitable danger: Japan and its capital were being prepared to become part of what
            was already in 1918 being discussed in Japan as a “general mobilization of the nation”
            in the future.
         

         Perhaps nowhere else in East Asia did the political and socio-economic impact become
            as clear as in Shanghai, one of the most important port cities of the globe already
            in 1914, serving here as a lens for bringing many layers of the conflict into focus.
            In his chapter Ma Jun carefully dissects the intricate layers of the impact of the
            First World War because of the peculiar structure of Shanghai’s administration, with
            a constant tension between foreign concessions and parts of the city being governed
            by local municipal councils. He describes the “cold war” between the smaller German
            and Austrian-Hungarian communities in the city and those of citizens of the Entente
            powers throughout China’s neutrality until the country severed diplomatic relations
            with Germany in March 1917 and joined the war in August, with the Shanghai Municipal
            Council walking a fine line until then to maintain a neutral stance. Ma emphasizes
            that it were, by far, not only citizens of the belligerent powers who actively commented
            on the war, but that Shanghai’s vast majority of Chinese citizens also actively reacted
            to the war, including massive celebrations when the news of Germany’s defeat arrived.
            Shanghai, being the media capital of China at the time, became a hub for critical
            interpretation of the war and for calls to embrace it and China’s participation in
            it, to strengthen China’s status and to regain sovereignty over territories for which
            rights had been bestowed on foreign powers, above all the leased territory held by
            Germany until 1914 and now de facto occupied by Japan. Ma further reminds his readers
            of the fact that the First World War is one of the most impactful events in world
            history when it came to large numbers of people migrating—as soldiers, workers or
            POWs: Shanghai served as the gateway for departing and returning Chinese laborers
            recruited by France and Britain to support their war efforts as well as for Chinese
            students in work-study programs in France, some of whom, such as Zhou Enlai and Deng
            Xiaoping, would later become enormously influential political figures. At the same
            time the economic impact of the war catalyzed a “Golden Age” of Chinese business with
            long-term consequences for Chinese society and politics far beyond Shanghai.
         

         By bringing together these diverse and multifaceted case studies, this volume challenges
            the long-standing historiographical bias that centers the First World War solely within
            the geography of Europe and its immediate colonies. Instead, it shifts the focus to
            how the war was experienced, represented, and negotiated in urban spaces far from
            the front lines, yet deeply embedded in the global war system. The chapters illustrate
            how these so-called “peripheral” cities were in fact central nodes in a worldwide
            web of political, economic, cultural, and emotional mobilizations. They reveal how
            the war disrupted and reconfigured everyday life, reshaped urban landscapes, and catalyzed
            new forms of political expression and identity. By uncovering these entangled and
            localized experiences of a global war, this volume not only broadens our understanding
            of the First World War’s scope but also calls for a more connected and inclusive global
            history—one that recognizes the multiplicity of experiences and acknowledges the agency
            of spaces and actors often overlooked in conventional narratives of modern conflict.
         

      

   
      
            
1Capital Transformations: Pretoria at War, 1914–1918


            Anne Samson and Stefan Manz

         

         
            
               
Introduction
               

            

            Pretoria, or Tshwane, is South Africa’s administrative capital, the legislative capital
               being Cape Town and the judicial one Bloemfontein. Johannesburg is the unofficial
               financial capital of the country. This complex divide goes back to Union in 1910 when
               the two British-Boer-dominated territories merged with the two British-English-dominated
               territories. When war broke out in August 1914, many of the government departments
               were still finding their feet. The youngest, Military and Defence—formed in 1912—had
               a Minister, Jan Smuts, who also held the portfolios of Finance and Interior. The Union
               Defence Force (UDF) itself was an amalgamation of various former military units which
               had seen its first action in 1913 against striking workers.
            

            Following the 1899–1902 war, divisions still ran deep between sections of the UDF,
               with its administrative body based in Pretoria and the training center at Tempe, near
               Bloemfontein in the Orange Free State, some 462 kilometers away. Policy decisions
               were made in Cape Town, while the daily running of the country effectively took place
               in distant Pretoria. To compound matters, this was a territory which had been anti-Britain
               during the 1899–1902 war. It was no wonder that, when the 1914–18 war started, feelings
               in Pretoria were likely to be tense. The day before war was declared, Prime Minister
               Louis Botha chaired a heated cabinet meeting in his office at the Union Buildings
               in Pretoria. Cabinet members were divided whether the country should, or should not,
               support the British war effort. Botha won his point by arguing that if South Africa
               did not invade German South West Africa (GSWA), Britain would ask Australia or India
               to do so, thereby undermining the Union’s status as an aspiring power on the African
               continent. The cabinet division was to play out most vividly in the UDF when some
               officers resigned their commission to go into rebellion with a small but significant
               section of the white population. The rebellion erupted within months of war being
               declared, highlighting the fine line the country had to tread. As a dominion of the
               British Empire, the Union was obliged to support the British war effort, while its
               dominion status gave it freedom to determine the extent of its support. With a pro-British
               jingoistic press, what healing between the various political factions had taken place
               post 1902 was rent asunder. Xenophobia and political divisions came to the fore.
            

            Pretoria was thus a microcosm of the problems and divisions facing the new nation
               as a whole. This chapter will explore the Janus-faced impact of World War 1 on the
               city. On the one hand, war caused an eruption of divisions, with xenophobia, martial
               law and a rebellion playing out in the buildings and streets of the city. On the other
               hand, fundraising and support for the war effort caused some sections of society to
               come together, and as the heart of political and military decision-making Pretoria
               stood for South Africa’s new confidence as a major power. Superficially, little in
               Pretoria changed over the course of the war. What had been a “sleepy hollow” in 1914
               did not look significantly different in 1918.6 What did occur was a gradual reconfiguring of mindset and attitude which allowed
               for significant economic and political development in the post-war years. The one
               area, however, where the war had an immediate accelerating impact was the military
               machine which grew exponentially to accommodate the changing circumstances. This led
               to bureaucratization on numerous fronts and across government departments as systems
               were introduced to manage various aspects of society for military purposes. This chapter
               argues that, on balance, the war did not have the same immediate transformative effect
               as on Cape Town, but that it was a major long-term factor in the development of Pretoria,
               both as an urban space and a capital.
            

            Within existing scholarship, this is a new perspectival angle. The literature has,
               so far, not covered the aspect of war-induced urban transformation. Bill Nasson, in
               his study on World War I and the People of South Africa, uses the term “Pretoria” exclusively as a chiffre for “government” rather than as
               a physical urban space.7 The same is true for Ian van der Waag’s comprehensive military history of modern
               South Africa,8 as well as general histories that are mostly concerned with military and political
               developments but hardly cover the war’s impact on economic and urban developments.9 The chapter is thus mostly based on primary sources and sketches from local historians.
               While general publications such as church annual reports and even the Pretoria News hold little if nothing about the impact of the war on Pretoria, the latter being
               more the government’s mouthpiece, a few publications proved insightful. Pretoriana, the publication of a local history group, digitized by the University of Pretoria
               in 2022, contains snippets concerning the war years. The official centenary publication,
               Pretoria 1855–1955, has numerous mentions of the war years, including a chapter on the military. The South African Railways and Harbours Magazine, digitized in 2018, contains a wealth of information. Railways and harbors played
               an important role in South Africa’s development, as seen by this monthly publication
               produced between 1905 and 1967 which gives insight into international, national and
               local interests. In addition, memoirs and thematic studies have proved rich sources
               concerning Pretoria during the first two decades of the twentieth century.
            

         

         
            
               
What sort of place was Pretoria?
               

            

            Pretoria had only been founded in 1855 by Boer settlers and remained a backwater town
               for the first years of its existence. This began to change with the discovery of gold
               and diamonds10 in the greater area from the 1870s onwards. By 1914 the town’s population numbered
               34,000 whites.11 Prominent buildings in the city included the Union Buildings as the seat of government,
               the Post Office, Railway Station, Transvaal Museum, and the central Church Square
               with its old government buildings. While the new Union Buildings were complete by
               the outbreak of war, and all the government departments relocated there in 1913,12 the government building was “still surrounded by rubble” and “its small army of civil
               servants (who called it ‘The Acropolis’) complained about its isolation, inaccessibility
               and lack of creature comforts. Trams staggered up the steep hill which some motor
               cars failed to climb. Those who worked there had a lurking feeling of existing in
               vacuo. It was all of a piece with the prevailing administrative chaos.”13

            By 1914, sufficient investment and organization had occurred that the town and suburbs
               such as Arcadia and Sunnyside were well lit. From 1913, a 3,300kw plant provided power
               at 250–500 volts.14 Water was being supplied to 4,900 addresses in 1913, including small industrial enterprises.
               High-level reservoirs were built to serve the higher parts of the town, and new mains
               were laid in every direction (Pretoria 1955, 366). Development was, however, not evenly
               distributed, reflecting racial divisions. Marabastad was a suburb where anyone who
               was not white was expected to live whilst working in the city. It was described by
               a white observer, HA Junod: “Not that the smell is pleasant, nor that there be any
               aesthetic satisfaction: far from it! Little streams of water flow on the street sides,
               curving like snakes, and one must jump over them not to soil one’s shoes. The buildings
               are appalling: constructed with bits of old tins; the outbuildings are worse: small
               cubes of rusted petrol tins on twisted poles, defying all architectural rules. The
               fences parting the small plots surrounding the houses from the street are as pitiful
               to look at. It seems that the most rusted and dilapidated bits of tin have been used
               for them.”15

            There were multiple modes of transport – motorized and animal. In 1915 buses were
               introduced, the bodies being added to Ford Model TT chassis. Mr F. Bus, the bus constructor,
               was completing Pretoria’s first ambulance when he succumbed to the flu in 1918. Unable
               to find a suitable replacement, the company, Haak’s Garages, closed the department.
               In 1915, there were 25 cars in operation, and on 28 July, 1916, the maximum speed
               around Church Square was 12 miles per hour.16

            Pretoria West, the main industrial area, contained only a handful of small industries
               including carriage building, structural engineering, a brick and tile works, a cement
               factory, a tobacco factory, a brewery, an ink-making works, and soap, saccharine and
               mineral water factories. Despite this development, at the start of the war an unknown
               person reflected: “Pretoria cannot for the present claim to be an industrial centre,
               yet things have altered materially since the days when it was a city of civil servants
               and shopkeepers. The needs of a growing community are demanding the manufacture of
               many articles which have hitherto been imported, and it is gratifying to note that
               capital is being invested in the erection of machinery to produce such articles locally.
               The Pretoria Municipality has taken a wise step in setting apart certain lots for
               the establishment of industries.”17 While industrial output for the whole Union rose from £16 million in 1916 to £98
               million in 1920, the impetus of war did not play out in Pretoria where, in fact, the
               valuation dropped from £10,298,000 in 1914 to £8,236,000 in 1922.18

            An example where the local effects of war were not immediately tangible but played
               out in the longer term is the development of the South African Iron and Steel Corporation
               (Iscor). Its founder, Cornelius Delfos, had started investing during the 1899–1902
               war. In 1916, he obtained a concession to mine ores in the Pretoria area. In 1918
               he began a major steel work operation and established Iscor in 1920, which continues
               to operate under the name Mittal Steel Ltd. Post-war development was such that by
               1955, Pretoria was the country’s fourth largest industrial center.19

            The Pretoria Chamber of Commerce expanded:

            
               [Before the war] the little town of Pretoria was becoming a well planned distributive
                  center. Since it was a garrison town, the seat of Transvaal government and a railway
                  centre for the Northern Transvaal, trade expanded slowly but surely.
               

               The advent of the First World War brought about an important change in buying habits.
                  Stores, which up to 1914 had all been importers of all their needs from overseas were
                  gradually forced to look around for new sources of supply. South African secondary
                  industries started to make their appearance.20

            

            The economic slump of 1920 further developed the system of distribution.

            Van Schaik’s, a bookseller, provides a good example of making the most of opportunities.
               A month before war broke out, J.L. van Schaik, who had emigrated to South Africa from
               the Netherlands, took over Wormer’s Bookstore in Church Street East. He started publishing
               books in Afrikaans in 1915, the language having been permitted for use in schools
               in 1914. His first books were short works of non-fiction by academics such as Dr S.L.
               Los, Dr Ferdinand Postma and Gustav Preller. By 1916 he had moved into textbooks,
               also publishing in English and selling texts in various languages. In 1919 he offered
               a mail service to other parts of the Union. During and immediately after the war his
               sales figures shot up, from just under 2,000 in 1914 to 8,000 in 1918, and 16,000
               in 1919.21 The business continues in 2023 as a major Afrikaans and academic publisher. Other
               success stories included J.J. Kirkness, who made the bricks for numerous significant
               South African buildings. The company closed in 1958 after the founder, J.J. Kirkness,
               died in 1939.22 Other Pretoria-based companies are still continuing as brand names in 2023. Examples
               include Pretoria Portland Cement (founded 1892, name change 1908), and Five Roses
               Tea, which was founded in 1875 and registered as a South African trademark in 1909.23 Today, Five Roses Tea is the biggest tea manufacturer in the country.
            

            The population expanded because of the war and the town’s growing status as the administrative
               capital. Between 1910 and 1930, the boundaries of the town changed little while the
               white population increased from 34,000 in 1914 to 45,000 in 1921.24 Six schools (four primary and two high schools) were opened between 1910 and 1920,
               with the number of pupils increasing from 4,340 to 9,018. In 1916, Transvaal University
               College (TUC) experienced a major expansion through the opening of its agricultural
               faculty. TUC received university status in 1930 and is today the University of Pretoria.25 Numerous sporting events took place in the town, including rugby at Loftus Versfeld
               stadium, built by the above mentioned J.J. Kirkness.
            

            In many ways, life continued undisrupted by war. Nonetheless, from early 1917 patience
               in supporting the war started to wear thin as strikes broke out across the country
               with increased outspokenness against government policy. While there had been some
               dissatisfaction in the October 1915 national election, this was attributed to white
               Afrikaner anti-war intrigue rather than genuine economic or political discontent.
               Unrest also developed in black communities as the war dragged on. The South African
               Native National Congress (SANNC, now ANC) had initially put its struggle against segregation
               on hold when war broke out. It had asked government to postpone decisions being made
               on the Native Affairs Administration Bill until one year after the declaration of
               peace, and to repeal the 1913 Land Act. This act had allocated land to different population
               groups and allowed government to forcibly remove people to them. This mainly impacted
               negatively on black South Africans. In July 1917 Sol Plaatje, one of the co-founders
               of the SANNC, recorded with some indignation that “37 families in the Pretoria district
               will be evicted this month.”26 These were most likely families living in the Marabastad district. For all the unrest,
               in contrast to other major centers in the country, Pretoria seemed to escape the strike
               wave. No strikes were recorded between February 1914 and March 1919.
            

            But Pretoria did not escape the Spanish Flu. On October 8, 1918, the flu was reported
               at Mayville Primary School and by October 11, 84 pupils were absent. Between 2 and
               25 November the school was turned into a hospital for those suffering from the virus,
               as did the Staatsmodelskool (State Model School).27 This was not the first time during the war that illness impacted. Between June 30
               and July 23, 1916, cinemas and theatres were closed due to a measles outbreak.28

            Despite the rapid population growth, development of bureaucracy and ways of working
               during the war, change was more circumspect and long-term than in Cape Town. The character
               of Pretoria was not substantially transformed during the actual war years. This was
               captured by resident Kenneth van der Spuy, who served as a pilot in various theatres
               of war. When he returned in 1920, he “found Pretoria much the same as when I had left
               it almost seven years before—placid, unconcerned, and with memories of the campaigns
               fought in France, in South West Africa and East Africa almost forgotten, it still
               lived up to the name it had earned over the years as the hub of the white-collar brigade—sleepy
               hollow!”29

         

         
            
               
Xenophobia 
               

            

            Within days of the declaration of war, anti-German feelings were already strong, despite
               the various white communities having lived alongside each other quite amicably. The
               German and French governments published adverts in the Union’s newspapers, reminding
               reservists that they needed to enlist, while the Union was duty-bound through its
               dominion status to incarcerate potential servicemen of the enemy (later to include
               Austro-Hungarians and Turkish Ottomans). The situation, however, provided an opportunity
               for revenge and retaliation against rivals. Xenophobia came to the fore, and many
               male nationals of the Central Powers were interned. Initially interned at the show
               grounds in Johannesburg and other holding centers, they were soon brought together
               from across the Union at the old Imperial Garrison base at Roberts Heights, Pretoria.
               This was a short-term stay. Concerned that Afrikaner rebels would free the interned,
               on October 25 2,000 “enemy aliens” were transported by train to the Fort Napier garrison
               base in Pietermaritzburg, where they remained. Their numbers were added to over the
               duration of the war, especially following the sinking of the Lusitania in May 1915. Fort Napier held around 2,500 “enemy aliens” throughout the duration
               of the war. To administer the process, the Union government set up the office of Commissioner
               for Enemy Subjects in Pretoria.30

            Who was interned depended on nationality, the ability to fight, and the potential
               danger to the home front as spy fever ran high. Emil Schweicherdt had served with
               the Boers during the 1899–1902 war and then started his art shop and gallery in Pretoria.
               Despite his strong German links supporting the German school in Pretoria, he was not
               interned because he had become naturalized as a South African citizen.31 In contrast, Cape school principal Pastor Georg Wilhelm Wagener was, including spending
               28 days in solitary confinement on arrival. Erich Mayer was an artist born in Germany
               who had served with the Boers in the 1899–1902 war. Pretoria-based Mayer was interned
               for 18 months and then paroled in 1916 for health reasons32. The eminent South African-born geologist Hans Merensky was interned for being a
               reserve officer in the German army. His parents had been German missionaries in the
               Union.33 Neighbors turned on each other. Mrs Quin in Pretoria complained that her neighbor,
               naturalized Mr Kohly, was heard to be singing the German anthem and other songs. Following
               a police investigation, no action was taken against him.34 Ernest Andre Kohly was a timber merchant at 475 Church Street, Pretoria.35

            If it was not enough being interned, some internees suffered abuse in the camps. Pastor
               Wagener who was 57 years old, was, according to his memoirs, “shouted at and harshly
               pushed by a guard, cracking a rib.” On being transported from Roberts Heights to Fort
               Napier, he recorded that “the crowds threw stones, water and dirt at us. We passed
               through several stations where we were scoffed and jibed at.”36

            Roberts Heights also had a section for women and children. Whilst the Union itself
               did not intern women and children, those from South West, East and Central Africa
               were interned in South Africa. While the Boer women in 1915 would send a petition
               to the government to release rebels, the women of Durban sent a petition containing
               700 signatures to Pretoria, asking that internees have their parole revoked as some
               internees were harassing the Durban women. No action was taken, the reported incidents
               found to be fabrications.37

            With the internees removed from Roberts Heights, the space was then used for prisoners
               of war from German South West Africa from March 1915. However, some 800 internees,
               of whom 500 were women and children, arrived from Lüderitzbucht as early as September
               1914. The Roberts Heights camp was finally closed in May 1915. In May 1917, when accommodation
               was required for prisoners brought in from Elizabethville (Fungurumi; Belgian Congo),
               Princess Park exhibition ground in Pretoria was used.38 At least 663 women from other parts of Africa saw imprisonment in the Union during
               the war, many having passed through Pretoria.
            

            Xenophobia also manifested itself in anti-German riots throughout the Union after
               the sinking of the Lusitania on May 7, 1915. In the Johannesburg business district, for example, several buildings
               were set on fire and looting was widespread. In Cape Town, between forty and fifty
               properties belonging to Germans were destroyed, including the German Club.39 It appears that Pretoria experienced lower levels of public violence with isolated
               incidents. For example, the offices of De Volksstem were attacked, a newspaper that was accused of being pro-German.40

         

         
            
               
Rebellion
               

            

            On August 21, 1914, the day German forces supposedly crossed into Union territory
               at Nakob on the GSWA border, the government announced it would call up the National
               Reserve in certain areas to defend the Union. This led to increased feelings of discontent.
               But it was only after Parliament sanctioned the invasion of GSWA during its welcoming
               session of the new Governor General Sydney Buxton, that trouble became a reality.
               Not even a week after Parliament sat (September 8–11), General C.F. Beyers resigned
               his commission as head of the Union Defence Force and commander of the Active Citizens
               Force. He had initially been involved in the plans for the invasion of GSWA. The same
               evening, on September 15, General de la Rey41 was accidentally killed when the car he and Beyers were travelling in went through
               a roadblock organized to capture the Foster Gang.42 Beyers, expecting to be arrested for his intention to rebel, was surprised to hear
               otherwise and accompanied de la Rey’s body back to Pretoria where it was accorded
               a public viewing and state-paid funeral at the Groote Kerk (Great Church) before being
               buried in Lichtenburg, on his farm.43

            By October 13, 1914, the Union was at war with itself—rebellion had officially begun,
               and Pretoria was the base for both government and rebel actions. General S.G. “Manie”
               Maritz, in command of a government force near the GSWA border, resigned from the UDF
               and took some of his force prisoner. He sent his rebellious messages to Beyers in
               the capital. In the lead up to the rebellion, on October 10, a meeting took place
               at the Pretoria Opera House to celebrate ex-ZAR President Paul Kruger’s birthday,
               where Beyers gave a speech. Despite the police having been alerted to pending trouble
               and attempts to keep the peace, loyalists had managed to infiltrate the building and
               pelted Beyers with tomatoes and eggs. Afterwards, Beyers left the capital, never to
               return as he drowned crossing the Vaal River on December 8, 1914. Earlier that day,
               Cabinet Minister F.S. Malan and General Jaap van Deventer, who was to serve in GSWA
               and oversaw the surrender of the German forces in East Africa in November 1918, attended
               a meeting at the Exercise Hall at Premier Mine in Cullinan, attended by both English
               mine workers and district Boers. Harm Oost recalled that Malan, who usually was a
               non-aggressive speaker, managed to upset the Boers.44 Oost thought the feel in Pretoria was “kriewelrig” (fretful, restless).
            

            Potchefstroom too was fretful. In consequence, the government moved the SAMR (South
               African Mounted Rifles, effectively rural police but also a military unit) undergoing
               training there to Pretoria to prevent General de Wet’s commando attacking them. The
               move helped thwart a rebel plan to attack the Pretoria Police Barracks, Armory and
               Magazine, and on October 25, 1914  move the 2,000 internees held at Roberts Heights
               to Pietermaritzburg. As a result of open rebellion talk, the government recruited
               400 new police, a force which at the time was predominantly English-speaking and therefore
               loyal to Britain.45

            By October 24, Pretoria was effectively under siege by the rebels from three directions.
               Strong pickets were posted, and the encircling hills occupied by armed men. The police
               stood to arms while the rebels commandeered horses, wagons, carts, saddles and other
               provisions from the neighboring countryside. On hearing Pretoria was possibly to be
               invaded, Botha initiated the Civic Guard to release the police for military service.
               Four days later Botha himself led a force out of Pretoria to engage with rebels at
               Rustenburg, using the railway system to his advantage. It is said that by the end
               of the rebellion, the government horses, fully saddled and equipped, knew how to get
               on and off trains with little coaching from their riders.46

            On Pretoria being threatened again, this time by General Muller from Bronkhorst Spruit,
               35 miles away, the Parliamentary Whip, Colonel Mentz, engaged with the force near
               Albert Silver Mine on November 4. However, the police could not prevent the government
               veterinary research base at Onderstepoort, 15 kilometers north of the town center,
               being raided by rebels, who stole mules.
            

            A final attempt on the capital was made while the Prime Minister was in the Orange
               Free State. Forces commanded by Colonels Dirk van Deventer, A.H. Geyser, Jones and
               Theunis Botha encountered the rebels led by Josef Johannes “Jopie” Fourie west of
               Warmbaths.47 Fourie managed to escape the government forces until he “made a dramatic appearance
               much nearer Pretoria.” He intended to attack Haman’s Kraal, 28 miles north of Pretoria,
               to reprovision his force. Haman’s Kraal was a “native” or black settlement area which
               had a small police camp. The Pretoria Regiment and Enslin’s Horse were sent to deal
               with Fourie. In the process, Native Commissioner Captain Allan King was killed rescuing
               a wounded soldier, which resulted in much upset amongst the residents of Haman’s Kraal.
               Attwell wrote that “a deputation of native chiefs and headmen called on Mrs. King,
               and they offered to ‘kill the bad men and also their wives and children.’ Mrs. King
               shook her head and forbade them to raise a finger.”48 She “realized the horrors that might follow” in the form of reprisals. Overnight,
               before the body could be recovered, it had been looted, including King’s ring. When
               discovered, this was returned personally to Mrs King by Fourie.49

            With replenished forces, Fourie planned to enter Pretoria on Dingaan’s Day, December
               16—a day symbolizing freedom and deliverance (recalling the Boer defeat of Zulu king
               Dingaan in 1838). A police force sent to De Wildt over night surrounded the rebels,
               capturing Jopie and his brother Hannes amongst others. Fourie entered Pretoria “as
               a prisoner.” Neither Fourie had resigned their commission in the UDF. At their court
               martial the following day, Jopie pleaded not guilty while his younger brother pleaded
               guilty. On 20 December, Jopie Fourie was executed by a firing squad consisting of
               South African Police and Pretoria Regiment. Hannes was imprisoned with hard labor.
               In protecting Pretoria, ten police lost their lives.50 In 2023, Fourie remains a martyr for Afrikaner Nationalists.
            

            The rebellion spurred Afrikaner women into the political arena. On August 4, 1915,
               they marched on Pretoria and Bloemfontein. In Pretoria, over 6,000 women descended
               on Church Square where they heard a message from Tibbie Steyn, wife of late-President
               Steyn of the Orange Free State. Tibbie, too ill to attend, had her statement read
               by her sister-in-law, Mrs Helgard Steyn. Following this, the women left for the Union
               Buildings to plead the case of the imprisoned rebels and handed over a petition of
               40,000 signatures to the Governor General. In addition, a fund of £150,000 was raised
               to pay the fines of the imprisoned rebels, with the surplus used to fund student accommodation
               (Helpmekaar-fonds; Help each other fund). They were supported by De Burger and Het Volksblad newspapers. When a group of women met with Prime Minister Botha in October 1916,
               the latter informed the women that it was precisely their marching and petitions which
               delayed the release of the rebels.51 The rebels were ultimately released from their various prisons during the war; an
               act which annoyed the loyal English. Yet, for many Afrikaners, they were heroes. On
               the release of General C.R. de Wet from Johannesburg in December 1915, a reception
               was held for him at the White Horse Hotel in Pretoria.52

            To stem further unrest, in October 1914, commandos were mobilized by the government.
               When around 600 Boers from Moot and Brits arrived in Pretoria wanting to meet with
               Louis Botha, they were directed to the Ministry of Defence, who replied that each
               person had to decide for themselves whether they wanted to go to GSWA or to prison.53 The Union did not broadcast its move to conscription, leading to the myth that South
               Africans were not obligated to fight in the 1914–1918 war. Conscription, however,
               was only used in 1914.54

         

         
            
               
Keeping the peace: martial law
               

            

            Martial law was proclaimed on October 12, 1914 to reduce tensions and maintain order.
               This reinforced Notice 1726 of the War Proclamation of 16 August 1914 that required,
               in addition to the criteria listed below, that any person not in the police or armed
               forces had to hand in their weapons or face punishment.55 According to Governor General Buxton, martial law was “stringently enforced” in Pretoria.56 All firearms and ammunition had to be handed in, no one could leave the municipal
               area without a pass and on arriving one had to report to the authorities. Civilians
               could not enter the town after 10 p.m., and between 11 p.m. and 5 a.m. had to be indoors.
               Unauthorized meetings were prohibited—that on October 10 at the Opera House having
               been previously sanctioned. Anyone using seditious language or spreading alarming
               reports was liable to punishment. For a while, white South Africans were experiencing
               similar restrictions to their black counterparts, who had been subject to carrying
               passes since 1797.57

            The press was censored, with a telegraph and cable censor being appointed on 6 August
               1914.58 To overcome these restrictions, the editor of De Volksstem, a Dutch and then Afrikaans newspaper (Die Volkstem), Frederik Rompel from Holland, “add[ed] sardonic ‘footnotes’ which indicated his
               view of the truth” on what the censors permitted to be published. The paper, a daily
               during the war, was essentially pro-Botha but as a result of Rompel being perceived
               to be pro-German, the newspaper office was attacked in May 1915 as part of the Lusitania riots.59

            Despite the general belief that no action was taken against treasonable comments being
               published, in October 1914, Het Volk was banned for talking rebellion. Harm Oost, the editor soon took up arms alongside
               de Wet and spent time in prison. To fill the gap left by the banning of Het Volk, the Noordelike Drukkersmaatskappy was founded which took over Atlas Printing Works
               and on September 10, 1915 issued a new bi-weekly, Ons Vaderland. Until Oost was released from prison, editorial responsibility lay with Professor
               Jan Kemp and Dr J.F.W. Grosskopf. When paper shortages loomed, De Volksstem helped out—political solidarity was at work.60

            Letters and other correspondence were also censored. In protest at his letters and
               newspapers having been destroyed by the censor, Arnold Theiler of Onderstepoort resorted
               to sending messages on postcards which everyone could read as no envelope was used.61

         

         
            
               
Supporting the war
               

            

            The press, nevertheless, played an important role in informing the public of what
               was happening, limited though the information was. With pressure to provide more information,
               the government agreed to a limited number of journalists going to the front. In addition,
               a General Information Bureau within the Department of Defence was established on October
               1, 1914 to provide information to enquiring family members. The bureau closed on completion
               of the GSWA campaign, only to be restarted in a slightly different form as OC Records
               (Officer in Charge of Records, Imperial Service Contingents) on September 15, 1915
               to assist with South Africans serving in German East Africa. In addition to the office
               at Defence headquarters, others were opened at Roberts Heights, Potchefstroom, Cape
               Town, Kimberley and Pietermaritzburg.62 In a similar vein, new departments were established to support the ever-growing war
               machine. Recruitment under C.P. Crewe took over the student residence at Kya Rosa,
               Transvaal University College (now University of Pretoria). The Geological Museum’s
               new building constructed on Paul Kruger Street, finished in 1913, was commandeered
               by the army without notice for the duration of the war.63

            Other ministries such as South African Railways and Harbours (SAR&H), Medical Services,
               Native Affairs, and Veterinary Research Institute at Onderstepoort worked alongside
               the Ministry of Defence, with some of their functions being subsumed by the latter.
               In the days when horses still played a major role as a means of transport, especially
               in rural areas, the work carried out by Theiler and his small staff at Onderstepoort
               was invaluable, despite setbacks. While Onderstepoort inoculated the initial 2,000
               horses for German East Africa against horse sickness, Theiler had not anticipated
               “post-inoculation staggers” which caused the majority of animals to die. In GSWA,
               when a ship carrying vaccine produced at Onderstepoort was sunk, the outbreak of Glanders
               at Swakopmund could not be contained. A rinderpest outbreak was another huge pressure
               on the small staff, as were the consequences “a disastrous drought” in 1915.64

            However, great strides were made, with a new post-mortem hall and building for the
               manufacture of anthrax vaccine being opened in 1917. These strides, whilst meeting
               the military demands, were often to the detriment of immediate needs within the country,
               such as finding a cure for lamsiekte (lamb sickness) which affected cattle.65 In addition, a regular publication sharing best practice on protecting animals from
               disease and other ailments stopped as funding and time became an issue for the staff.
               Scientific developments especially around farming were important in a country where
               agriculture was a major economic activity. This was evidenced by Theiler’s success
               in having German scientific papers imported to the Union despite the ban on trade
               with the enemy.66 Onderstepoort’s achievements were remarkable, given that eight staff left the institution
               to serve in the war. The staff of 12 in 1917 had been reduced to six by the end of
               April 1918.67 Between April 1916 and March 1917, Onderstepoort produced a total of 2,178,925 doses
               of vaccine, over a million for Blue Tongue alone. The others were Redwater, Gallsickness,
               Anthrax, and Black Quarter Evil.68

            An obscure reference in October 1917 to Dr Ethel Doidge preparing a meal for a party
               in the Botany Division of the Agriculture Department opens a window onto English-speaking
               women in the Union. Ethel, the first woman in South Africa to obtain a doctorate (1914)
               was to become a member of the first council of the University of South Africa (Unisa)
               in Pretoria in 1918 and later took up other significant roles. During the war she
               also completed her Licentiate in Singing through Trinity College of Music, London.69 To what extent the war allowed her talents to be recognized by the authorities has
               not been recorded, although work by Figueiredo & Smith suggests botany was a field
               women excelled in at the time.70 Ethel was a mycologist. Between 1902 and 1918, there were 46 women active in different
               aspects of botany (collecting, teaching, mycology, etc) of whom five were also artists.
               A number held significant roles during the war years, at least five in Pretoria.
            

            As early as August 14, 1914, Matron E.R. Creagh of Weskoppies Hospital, Pretoria,
               was appointed Matron-in-Chief and instructed to establish the South African Military
               Nursing Service. Their immediate role was to replace the Imperial nurses who had been
               at Roberts Heights and Wynberg. Roberts Heights hospital was eventually to have 1,500
               beds during the war.71

            Local Pretorians also supported the war effort. On January 27, 1915, the Transvaal Leader told of the send-off given to the Pretoria Commando. Commandant D.J. Opperman, who
               had lost his son during the rebellion, bid the commando farewell, commending the number
               of volunteers who had remained and those who had joined to make up the numbers. Commandant
               Botha would be leading them on the next stage.72 Nearby Premier Mine in Cullinan provided men too, of whom 41 lost their lives.73

            Sidney Webb, on behalf of colleagues at the Pretoria Trades School and Polytechnic,
               offered the services of local Indians,74 saying that they could “get together a very serviceable lot of men—old Gurkas, Bengal
               Cavalry, Bombay Lancers, Pathars, Sikhs—all trained men as keen as mustard.”75 This initial offer was not accepted. Neither were similar offers by Natal Indians,
               the Cape Coloured African People’s Organisation (APO), and Walter Rubusana linked
               with the black SANNC.
            

            The Indian “community” eventually saw service in East Africa, although it is not yet
               known how many Pretoria Indians served amongst the 700 who enlisted in the Indian
               Stretcher Bearer Corps of 1916–1918. The 1971–2 South African Indian Who’s Who (400) notes that the early years of the war saw both traders and working-class Indians
               “[break] away from their common pursuits and enter the manufacturing field.”76 From 1876, when the first Muslims arrived in Pretoria, by 1921, there were just over
               1,500, many of them small traders resident in Marabastad.
            

            The coloured “community” was in 1916 permitted to raise the Cape Corps for service
               in East Africa, and then Palestine, while the black “community” provided labor in
               all theaters through the Military Labour Bureau, South African Native Labour Corps
               (SANLC) and East Africa Native Labour Corps (EANLC). At least four black Africans
               associated with Pretoria served and gave their lives in the service of Empire between
               1914 and 1918. While we do not have exact numbers of those who served, of any population
               group, we have an idea of the number who died: 116, including the four mentioned above.77

         

         
            
               
Fundraising and peace
               

            

            As with other centers across the Union, events were held to raise funds for South
               Africans and others serving in the war. These were combined into the Governor General’s
               Fund for ease of distribution and management under the chairmanship of John Johnston
               Kirkness of Pretoria. Towards the end of the war, a Whippet Tank was sent to South
               Africa for fundraising purposes. In addition to its success raising funds for the
               Governor General’s Fund, it had a propaganda role: a report concluded that “if only
               for the influence it must have exercised over the native mind, the demonstration of
               this formidable modern weapon of war can be said to have been an unqualified success.”78 The “Swart gevaar” (black peril, or the white population’s fear of the black population)
               had not been allayed by black loyalty during the war years. After the war, the Whippet
               participated in the peace celebration processions in both Johannesburg and Pretoria,
               after which it became part of the UDF based at Roberts Heights (later Voortrekkerhoogte,
               now Thaba Tshwane).79

            The South African Railways & Harbours Magazine, September 1919, reported: “Viewed as a whole, the celebrations at Pretoria
               must have compared very favourably with those at any other centre of the Union.” Proceedings
               there had “terminated … with a grand display of specially imported fireworks.” In
               the days leading to this firework display, events were, while separate, fairly inclusive.
               “On Saturday, the first day of the Peace holidays, the coloured communities were regaled
               at the locations after a procession through the main thoroughfares headed by the native
               police band and ex-members of the Labour Corps from France, the Mayor [of Pretoria]
               subsequently hoisting the Union Jack to the accompaniment of vociferous cheering from
               the natives.”80 The next day, 8,000 attended a Thanksgiving service conducted by the Bishop of Pretoria,
               and war medals were handed out. On Monday, August 4, at Burghers Park, the Mayor81 awarded Municipal Medals to Pretorians who had been engaged in the war, and on Tuesday
               special celebrations aimed at the children were held at the Pretoria West racecourse.
            

            Pretoria appears to be the only municipality in the Union which issued a Citizens
               Service Medal. “[Each] Pretoria Soldier, Sailor, Airman and Nurse [was presented]
               with a medal of bronze or gunmetal of the regulation size, with a bar and colours
               of the Municipality attached; the medal being embossed on one side with the Pretoria
               Municipal Coat of Arms and on the reverse with the words in the English and Dutch
               Languages ‘Pretoria Citizens Service Medal. Great War 1914–1919’.” On 13 June 1919,
               the Town Council approved the erection of a suitable memorial “for local fallen soldiers”
               and contributed £1,000 toward it—it was never commissioned.82

            Finally on August 8, 1919, Generals Botha and Smuts arrived at the Fountains in Pretoria
               from where, after being greeted by colleagues, close friends and family, they motored
               to town escorted by a mounted commando and continuous cheering from civilians gathered
               on the streets and sidewalks. Their journey ended at the Union Buildings in the amphitheater
               which was “speedily filled to overflowing.” In the afternoon, a reception was held
               at Burghers Park, where they set a handshaking record.83

            Within twenty days, Pretoria and the Union were in mourning. Having effectively had
               a state funeral at the start of the war, the end of the war saw another, following
               Prime Minister Louis Botha’s death on August 27, 1919. Botha’s funeral, including
               a 17-gun salute, was held on Saturday, August 30. To allow politicians to attend both
               the funeral and the forthcoming opening session of Parliament in Cape Town, trains
               leaving Pretoria were postponed from Saturday to Sunday.84

         

         
            
               
Legacy and conclusion
               

            

            As a center of government, Pretoria was inevitably impacted by the war years. As a
               relatively young capital within a nation that had only been unified in 1910, the town
               found its feet as a center of political power and administration during the First
               World War. It was here that complex war operations as well as the home front were
               organized, symbolized by the substantial Union Buildings which had only been completed
               in 1913. Transformations happened at different times in different arenas. Some had
               an immediate effect and others only played out in the medium and long term. The most
               visible immediate impact was the influx of population, drawn in by a growth of institutions
               and bureaucracy, as well as expanding industries. Despite this expansion, the town
               did not lose its character as a “sleepy hollow.” In some respects, it was less affected
               by public commotion than other urban centers in the Union. No strikes were recorded
               during the war years, and physical violence against properties associated with Germany
               was relatively low.
            

            The one area, in contrast, where Pretoria was a center of upheaval was the Boer rebellion
               directed at South African participation in the war. In October 1914, Pretoria was
               essentially a town under siege. The rebellion was quickly crushed but, until today,
               remains part of the Afrikaner collective memory of the war. Jopie Fourie, who was
               executed as a rebel, is still remembered as a symbol of Afrikaner defiance. The rebellion
               also drew Boer women into the political arena. Six thousand marched towards Pretoria
               in August 1915, handing over a petition signed by 40,000 women demanding the imprisoned
               rebels be freed. Within the context of the Union, Pretoria was a microcosm of tensions
               between Afrikaners and British South Africans which persisted long after 1910. Another
               area where the war had a tangible impact on the people of Pretoria was martial law.
               From October 24, 1914, all population groups were subject to tight restrictions—an
               experience which was well familiar to the black population through the long-standing
               pass laws.
            

            These complex historical layers are best captured by speaking of transformations in
               the plural, as in the title of this chapter. We have argued that the impact of war
               is best understood through its medium and long term consequences. The war created
               the mindset of a confident town which transformed Pretoria into the diverse center
               of government administration, education and culture it is today. It is the fifth largest
               city85 and sixth wealthiest region in the country. Once the “city of bricks,”86 it is now “Jacaranda city,” recognizing the many jacaranda trees planted mostly between
               1911 and 1920.87 Remembrance of the First World War is visible in the form of a memorial right in
               front of the Union Building and overlooking the city, built in 1929. The monument
               remembers those who died in war action but does not strive to encapsulate the complex
               war experiences of the city and its inhabitants. Within the landscape of both regional
               and national memory construction it is overshadowed, in a figurative sense, by the
               towering Voortrekker Monument which dominates the hilly vistas around Tshwane. This
               was inaugurated in 1949, glorifying the first Boer settlers in the region and asserting
               Afrikaner nationalism just a year after the National Party had come to power88. The centenary commemorations of the Great War seemed to pass by Tshwane, as they
               did for most South Africans. However, unlike Cape Town and Pietermaritzburg, which
               have a greater memory of 1914–1918, the population of Pretoria was less overtly British
               in its orientation. Subduing the memory of war allowed life to continue and wounds
               to heal in private.
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Introduction
               

            

            In August 1919 Cape Town celebrated the end of the First World War and the signing
               of the peace treaty. In the opinion of the Celebrations Committee, the people of Cape
               Town had been safe from the ravages wrought by the war in Europe and especially from
               Germany, the so-called “Destroying Angel”. Protected though it was by vast distances
               from the main battlefields, the city was not immune to the war’s wider impact, especially
               damage to infrastructure. Yet social and economic change reached the shores of the
               Union as the war went on.
            

            When the war began, the Union of South Africa was in its infancy, having been established
               only four years earlier in 1910. Two years later, the Union Defence Force (UDF) was
               created and by 1914 it was still finding its feet when it was confronted with the
               challenge of a war on a global scale. With the entire country in constant change and
               adaption, the divisions that marked the South African War at the turn of the century
               were still evident in 1914. The broad political notions in the two former Boer Republics
               were distinctly different from the mostly pro-British Imperial stances of the Cape
               and Natal. In the Transvaal and Free State, many Afrikaners (or Boers) held a deep-seated
               resentment towards the British as they came to terms with the loss of their independence
               and the loss of life among women and children who were held in concentration (internment)
               camps. Cape Town, however, had had a long on-off relationship with Britain that started
               in 1652 when the Dutch arrived. Changing hands between Dutch and British masters gave
               the city a unique identity that set it apart from the rest of the country. With the
               British garrison force at the Castle and the 6,000 servicemen in the city, the inhabitants
               had also become accustomed to a military presence in their midst.89 Yet, the comings and goings of soldiers in the city did not expose them to the realities
               of war, and the wars in the Boer Republics prior to 1902 seemed far away for most
               Capetonians, especially the English-speaking community. 

            Thus, in August 1914, the city keenly felt the attachment to the Imperial power, particularly
               with the Executive Government of the Union vested in the British monarch.90 However, while many Capetonians were in favor of the Union’s support for Britain,
               the feeling was not universal. Movements such as the War on War League worked to bring
               the country, and Cape Town, to different insights while the establishment of the Cape
               Corps presented its own challenges. To add to this difficult mix, the presence of
               the German community and their internment caused some upset. Geographically far removed
               from the war, yet ideologically (mostly) close to the war, Cape Town and its people
               felt the impact of the conflict.
            

         

         
            
               
The war begins
               

            

            The Union of South Africa was drawn into the war when Britain declared war on Germany
               in August 1914. The Prime Minister of the Union, Louis Botha, along with his Defence
               Minister, J.C. Smuts, had both gained military experience fighting against the British
               between 1899 and 1902, yet by 1914 they were firm believers in Imperialism. They also
               believed in uniting the white races of the Union, the English and Afrikaans-speaking
               citizens, many of whom still held the memories of the South African War very close
               to their hearts. In 1916, G.R. Hofmeyr, a clerk in the House of Assembly, admitted
               in his pamphlet that the ideal of a united white Union would be difficult, but he
               suggested that the next generation should at least be offered the opportunity to establish
               unity between them. He believed that
            

            
               [o]ur white population […] is composed of mainly Dutch and English, almost in equal
                  proportions, and [the children’s] duties as the trustees of civilisation in this part
                  of the “Dark Continent” can only be properly discharged if they are a united people.91

            

            By focusing on the white races, the black population of the country was excluded,
               yet in Cape Town, this complication may have been overlooked, as the black population
               amounted to fewer than one percent of the city’s inhabitants. The coloured92 population, however, was a different matter as it comprised 46 percent of Cape Town’s
               people.93 Other groups, too, were overlooked or forcibly excluded. For all Cape Town’s liberalism,
               divisions were present as visitors to the city were to experience or observe.
            

            Within the country, the German community was to be the focus of discrimination, suffering
               xenophobic attacks, with many being interned. Internment was not unique to South Africa,
               but with a well-established German community, including some showing overt loyalty
               towards German nationalism, the perceived need for internment was great in the Union.
               The German threat was emphasized when newspapers ran adverts reminding German nationals
               to enlist for duty in Europe. Union Government reaction was swift and the following
               day, August 7, 1914, an order was issued for the arrest of German officers and reservists
               who were initially gathered in Caledon Square before being transported to Johannesburg
               and later Pietermaritzburg by train.94 Many with German ancestry, or German-sounding surnames, in Cape Town felt unwelcome
               or at least ill at ease.
            

            Local newspapers like the Cape Times and The Argus enthusiastically reported on the events, while students energized themselves and
               each other as they celebrated the developments.95 For the more level-headed Capetonians, the prospect of war brought uncertainty and
               anxiety, yet as a dominion, the Union had to find a way to bring the country to support
               the British war effort, and with Parliament situated in Cape Town, it was perhaps
               easier to do so than in other South African towns and cities. Throughout the first
               weeks of the war, and the accompanying enthusiasm for it, Botha and Smuts’ two “white
               races” policy continued to exclude the coloured community and the German women who
               remained when their husbands were sent inland to internment camps. It was then that
               coloured midwives began assisting German women in Philippi on the outskirts of Cape
               Town and in this way the politics of exclusion gave birth to a united, albeit small
               and unofficial, front.96

            To what extent the departure of the Imperial Garrison forces increased tensions in
               Cape Town, and elsewhere in the country, is not recorded. The Imperial Garrison had
               been present in the Union and its constituent parts for decades, providing reassurance
               for when the situation got out of hand. Although they had not been called on to act
               except during times of conflict between Britain and the Boers, with all the garrison
               units passing through Cape Town by the end of October 1914, there must have been some
               unease whilst bringing home the enormity of the conflict recently embarked on.
            

            While many appeared to share in the excitement and enthusiasm for war, others were
               more cautious. Writing from London in 1914 to a friend in Cape Town, Olive Schreiner,
               author and sister of high commissioner to London William Schreiner, felt decidedly
               pacifist as she believed that “this war is much worse than the Boer War”.97 Being in the British capital, Schreiner would have been keenly aware of the many
               young men going to fight in Europe, and would have realized that the scale of this
               war far outweighed that of the war in South Africa at the turn of the century. Although
               the horrors of trench warfare still lay in the future, Schreiner believed that combat
               was not the answer, but in Cape Town in 1914, the distance of time and place from
               the battlefront was great, and the overwhelming feeling was that the conflict presented
               an opportunity to show allegiance to the Empire.
            

            Schreiner noted that her “heart is breaking over South Africa … I should never have
               left Africa.”98 Had she been in the Union at the outbreak of the war, she would possibly have joined
               the War on War League, which was established by the South African Labour Party in
               Johannesburg in August 1914. With Afrikaners rebelling against the war, the War on
               War League presented an additional threat to the war effort and to unity in the country.
               In Cape Town, the anti-war campaigner and socialist, Wilfrid Harrison, received support
               from the League, but he, along with the founders of the League, was arrested and/or
               fined for their activities.99 Although the League did not make significant progress in its anti-war work, in 1915
               it was replaced by the International Socialist League, which gained support as the
               war dragged on and the cost of living increased. In Cape Town the monthly expenditure
               of a family had increased around 46 percent between 1916 and 1918.100

            Back in October 1914, at a time it was still believed the war would soon be over,
               with Parliament having approved the Union Defence Force’s invasion of neighboring
               GSWA Africa in September, many Capetonians expressed concern for war casualties and
               offered to accommodate war patients in private homes. In reaction to the outpouring
               of concern, the Cape Times announced that “Cape Town will probably be the chief center
               of activities in the Union in the matter of aid to the sick and wounded of the Union
               Expeditionary Forces” and called on civilians to donate to the Good Hope Red Cross
               Society.101

            Alongside this Society were many other organizations fundraising to support the armed
               forces and their families. Most of these resources fed into the Governor General’s
               Fund which was started in September 1914 to coordinate distribution—by the end of
               the war it had raised £3,250,000.102

            In addition to fundraising, various groups were set up to entertain the visiting troops
               and others convalescing. One such group was the Cape Town Municipal Orchestra which
               continues to this day. On January 1, 1914 Theo Wendt, a British-born conductor and
               composer, was appointed as Musical Director of the City of Cape Town and Conductor
               of the Cape Town Municipal Orchestra.103 Wendt appointed 30 members, 12 of whom came from abroad. The first concerts in Cape
               Town were hugely successful, and as white South Africans watched war events unfold
               after the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand, the Cape Town orchestra went
               on tour to the major cities of the Union. They were in Durban when war was declared,
               and the orchestra lost a number of their members as they were called up to serve in
               Europe. Undaunted, Wendt continued, but when his orchestra performed German music,
               he received criticism from the pro-British community in Cape Town. Because it was
               also difficult to include musicians from overseas at this time, Wendt was obliged
               to use local talent. By 1915, they performed at least seven concerts per week, almost
               all of which to large and enthusiastic audiences who often endured the fierce South-Easter
               wind to enjoy the music at the pier.104 In addition, they performed for the sick and wounded at Alexandra Military Hospital
               in Maitland.105 The same year, the orchestra showed its allegiance to the Union’s war effort when
               Wendt composed a piece in tribute to the Prime Minister, Louis Botha, who commanded
               the Union Forces, known as Botha’s Boys, in GSWA.106

            Two months prior to the German surrender in GSWA, the sinking of the Lusitania saw,
               on the one hand, a new sense of unity and pro-war feeling develop, whilst on the other,
               further estrangement of those in the Union with Germanic links.
            

         

         
            
               
Resolve strengthens 
               

            

            In May 1915, the Lusitania set sail from New York to Liverpool. It had done this trip
               many times before, but by 1915 the Germans had declared the sea around the United
               Kingdom a war zone. As the Lusitania reached the south coast of Ireland, it was hit
               by a torpedo which was fired from a German U-boat. It sank in a matter of minutes,
               causing the death of almost 2,000 passengers and the loss of almost 200 tons of ammunition.
               For the Germans, the ammunition on board was a justification for their attack; for
               the British and Americans, the loss of civilian life was unforgivable.107 Allied countries across the world saw in this German action a confirmation of the
               anti-German propaganda they had been exposed to, namely that only a “barbarous fiend”
               would do this, just as German soldiers had been raping and pillaging in Belgium.108
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