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Foreword


Canon Brendan Clover, Provost of the Woodard Schools


Canon Edward Lowe was the first Provost of the Midland region of Woodard Schools and was in post from the founding of the first school in the region, St Chad’s School, at Denstone in 1868. The Woodard educational movement was on a march north.


For the past few years I have held the same office and I took particular pleasure – when the school at Abbots Bromley was open – to recount how the Founder, Nathaniel Woodard, was a ‘utilitarian and being so could see little point in the education of the female gender, given their limited access to the corridors of power in Victorian society’. My coup de grâce was to tell the pupils that it was the Provost who persuaded the founder to go ahead with S. Mary and S. Anne’s School in Abbots Bromley, thereby covering myself with reflected glory. Pride, after all, does come before a fall!


It has taken this wonderful book for me to realise the error of my ways and my deception of countless pupils over past years! For the author tells us that Nathaniel was never convinced that the education of the female gender was a worthwhile and godly pursuit and therefore my revered predecessor did not win the argument: it is simply (though it isn’t simple, of course) that he and the Founder managed to ‘disagree well’, to respect the integrity of each other’s arguments and not to allow them to destroy their friendship and mutual respect. They moved on. The rest they say is history and history is a succession of events. (Discuss?)


So already I have learnt something new from Penny Thompson and I am grateful for it. I must stop talking about matters that are not true. The devil, they say, is in the detail.


I am convinced that this book will vouchsafe to you many insights and delights – and perhaps take you to places you have not inhabited before. It is well worth the read.


When I talk to young people about Nathaniel Woodard, I ask them whether they know the name of the most significant Victorian engineer. They tend to. And then I make the suggestion that our Founder was as significant in the educational world of Victorian England as Brunel was in civil engineering. And I believe it to be true: for the Founder’s vision was about the transformation of society through the gift of Christian education. The fact that the education of women became aligned to it only accentuates the prophetic element of the Woodard movement. We might think twice about Nathaniel’s attitude nowadays, but we can give thanks for the Lowe family and for all that flowed from them. Now, thanks to this book, we know a lot more about it.






Introduction


This is the story of Eliza Lowe and the school that she ran with her sisters. It is, in parallel, the story of her influence upon the founding of the School of S. Mary and S. Anne, Abbots Bromley of which I was a pupil between 1959 and 1966. Over the years the name of the school changed. First, it was S. Anne’s, then, S. Mary and S. Anne, later, Abbots Bromley School for Girls and, finally, Abbots Bromley School. In this book the name appears as is appropriate for the historical context.


A further note about nomenclature is necessary. It has become the norm in publications to use St rather than S. For example in the most recent book about Woodard by David Gibbs, published in 2011, St is used throughout. Copy-editors do not like inconsistencies. However the use of S. in relation to the school of S. Mary and S. Anne has persisted from its inception and old girls are rather particular about it. So I have retained this tradition throughout in relation to Woodard schools except when quoting others who use St.


Eliza Lowe was a remarkable woman, the second eldest of fourteen children who took on responsibility for her siblings after the death of her parents. Her youngest brother was Edward Clarke Lowe, born in 1823 when Eliza was 20 years old and already started upon her long teaching career. She saw to it that her brother was educated, going on to graduate from Oxford and to be ordained into the Church of England.


Edward Lowe became a close colleague of Nathaniel Woodard, who built public boarding schools for boys of the middle classes in Sussex and later in the Midlands. Lowe was headmaster of one of these schools for many years and Woodard’s closest colleague. In 1874 Edward Lowe opened S. Anne’s School in Abbots Bromley with eight girls and a vision to create six more girls’ schools associated with Woodard. He did this on his own as Nathaniel Woodard was not in favour of public-school education for girls. The question arises therefore as to what led Lowe to differ from Woodard and found schools for girls.
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Fig 1. Memorial plaque to Eliza Lowe, 1803-72. Photograph by Niki Gandy.







To the glory of God;


in reverent and grateful remembrance


of Eliza Lowe,


at Seaforth in Lancashire,


and afterwards at Mayfield in Southgate


in the County of Middlesex,


for fifty years,


until on Aug. 9 1872 she rested from her labours,


the wise and loving teacher and friend of youth,


the Choir of this Chapel


is erected


as a fruit of her training


and a tribute to her worth


by many who cherish her memory,


in the hope


that the Worship of this Holy Place


may perpetuate in others


the piety she taught themselves to prize.


Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord even so saith the Spirit, for they rest from their labours, and their works do follow them.


As stated in the Acknowledgements, I came across, quite by chance, an entry in Wikipedia for Edward Clarke Lowe which stated that he was born in Everton, Liverpool and educated by his sister who ran a school in Bootle and then Seaforth, suburbs of Liverpool, close to where I live. I began to wonder whether it was the fact that he owed his early education to his sister that influenced him to want to extend the Woodard tradition to girls.


What could I find out about Eliza Lowe and her school and would it reveal any clues as to why Lowe determined to found boarding schools for girls? To my surprise, and helped by a lot of people, I was able to track her life, her school and some of her pupils. Enough to write a book – and to suggest a strong link with Abbots Bromley School.


Shortly after I began my research the closure of the school was announced, in March 2019. This was a bitter blow to many, including me, and I wondered whether it was worth proceeding. I decided that it was perhaps more important now than ever that the history of Eliza be told. I had time to investigate the Guild archives and take important photographs in the chapel before the school closed in July that year. I carried on and this book is the result.




The book is divided into three parts. Part One explores the background to my story. Chapter 1 introduces the Woodard Community and is followed by a chapter on the education of girls in nineteenth century Britain. Both chapters are important in putting the story of Eliza in context and demonstrating the pioneering nature of Edward Lowe’s vision. Part Two introduces Eliza Lowe. Chapter 3 to 9 tell her story and that of some of her pupils up till her death in 1872. Chapter 10 considers letters written by Eliza and Chapter 11 looks at the events surrounding the creation of S. Anne’s and how the inspiration of Eliza lay behind Lowe’s endeavour. Part Three is a reflection on the relevance of my story today.


Eliza’s story can only be told in fragments, yet these fragments bear witness to a remarkable lady. Apart from the six letters that have survived I have found no photographs, no books, only one early curriculum outline and few direct references to her work. However, the evidence I have found is compelling.


My eight-year-old grandson Charlie was very interested in the fact that his grandmother was writing a book. I told him that it was nonfiction. Then I began to wonder. I had told him I was writing a story and stories are fiction. All I can say is that I have tried hard to stick to the facts but there is interpretation here too and I have become enamoured of Eliza which introduces a further element of subjectivity.


The first and most important clue to her life is a plaque mounted prominently in the chancel of the chapel ofAbbots Bromley School, a plaque which is by far the largest. The plaque is of high quality. It must have seemed an expensive item at a time when her brother was working hard to raise the funds to pay for the chapel and other school buildings. Nevertheless, the plaque to Eliza clearly mattered to Edward Lowe and it had to be impressive.


The plaque is situated on the north side at eye level jutting out from the wall of the sanctuary with a dramatic brass canopy above it. The canopy supports seven candle holders forming what resembles a crown. As can be seen from the photograph below, it forms the border or edge of the Sanctuary and is very close to the altar. Immediately opposite is an identical canopy above a cupboard and piscina for the use of the priest, the cupboard serving as an aumbry where the Blessed Sacrament may be reserved. The altar had to be the centre of attention and focus for those present but Edward Lowe could hardly have chosen a more prominent position for the plaque.
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Fig. 1a Memorial plaque in context. Photograph by Niki Gandy.
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Fig. 1b Memorial plaque to Mary Manley Lowe. Photograph by Niki Gandy.
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Fig. 1c Memorial plaque to Charlotte Lowe. Photograph by Niki Gandy.







Underneath the plaque to Eliza may be seen a smaller plaque. This plaque is a memorial to Mary Manley Lowe, Eliza’s sister who died in 1874. As the plaque states Mary Manley worked with Eliza in her school throughout her life. The fine reredos was given in her memory by her surviving brothers and sisters.


Opposite, in a similar position under the piscina, is another plaque, this time to the youngest sister Charlotte who died in 1897. She too had worked all her life in Eliza’s school. The Eastern windows of the Chapel in her memory were the gift of Edward Lowe.


In Lancing Chapel, a far grander affair, there are chantry chapels erected on either side of the altar, one to the memory of Nathaniel Woodard and one to his son Billy, who had managed the project for many years. The scale is different but the intention is the same. Honour the founders. It is surely significant that Edward Lowe chose to put these memorials to Eliza, Mary Manley and Charlotte in the sanctuary, either side of the altar.


So here in the beautiful chapel are clues to the lives of Eliza and her sisters and hints of their importance in the founding of the school in Abbots Bromley, a Woodard school, which was to give a Christian education to girls (and latterly boys) for nearly 150 years. In 1998 an illustrated booklet giving the history of the chapel was published.1 It is a fine publication which describes each area of the chapel, and lists many of the memorials and donors of furnishings etc. However, there is no mention of the memorial to Eliza Lowe, nor of those to her sisters. Yet, according to Eliza’s memorial plaque, the Choir of the Chapel, the first section to be built, was erected in her memory and as a ‘fruit of her training’. This book is her previously un-told story. Surely a story worth telling.
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1.Anna Wells and Muriel Roch, S. Anne’s Chapel, The School of S. Mary and S. Anne, Abbots Bromley, Staffordshire, July 1998.






PART ONE



PUTTING THE STORY IN CONTEXT









CHAPTER 1



The Woodard Schools and Their Founder


WOODARD TODAY


Woodard schools have a long and honourable history. At the time of writing (2021) these schools educated 30,000 pupils in the independent, academy and state-maintained sectors. They make up the Woodard Community of Schools, a registered charity with 40 schools associated with it in one of several ways. The largest group, fifteen schools, is made up of independent schools which, although having their own governing boards, are owned by Woodard. The second largest group, fourteen schools, is made up of maintained schools which have chosen to affiliate to Woodard because they share its ethos and aims. They are neither owned nor governed by Woodard but share in programmes for students and teachers. Two independent schools operate similarly and there are six schools which are part of the Woodard Academies Trust. There are two overseas schools. St Thomas School in Sri Lanka is an affiliated school and there is also Langalanga Secondary School in Kenya. This school was set up to commemorate the bicentenary of the founder’s birth in 2011 for which the Woodard Community raised £250,000.1 This rather complex mix of schools may be unique.


Woodard today is trying to create a supportive environment for its schools and does this in several ways. A quarterly newsletter is published with school news and events, carrying information about best practice and events for governors, teachers and pupils. Hub schools have been named with particular expertise which can be shared across the schools. Expertise includes encouraging aspiration to higher education, developing independent thinking and help with teaching and learning. In recent years Woodard has sponsored educational publications. Establishing a new school and getting it right from the start appeared in 2015. Schools for Human Flourishing in 2016 and Establishing an international school in 2017. All these are available as free downloads.




The corporation’s logo is Faith, Unity and Vision. While these words are not explored in detail on the website, the Woodard ethos is, both in its sections on a Woodard Education and Hallmarks of a Woodard School. Clicking on the logo makes it clear that Woodard is a Church of England foundation and strives to follow in the footsteps of its founder, a nineteenth-century cleric, Canon Nathaniel Woodard.


NATHANIEL WOODARD


It is evident that one man, Canon Nathaniel Woodard, born in 1811, is responsible for what we see today, although as we shall see this was not the case for the girls’ schools. On the face of it, his life bears little relationship to that of citizens living in the 21st century, over 200 years later, nor does that of Eliza Lowe. Yet, the website briefly described above exhibits a clear connection and Chapter 12 considers the ongoing influence and importance of the Woodard community today.


Nathaniel Woodard, the ninth of twelve children, was born on St Benedict’s Day, 21 March 1811, in Essex.2 His father was a country gentleman whose income was scarcely enough to support his large family, despite (or because of) living at Basildon Hall. The Hall had a farm and land attached but the income was not enough for school fees and Woodard’s first lessons were from his mother. The family attended the local Anglican church, prayed at home and read the Bible. The young boy was devout and made a covenant with God at the age of 19. He was attracted to church music, and music would later become an important part of life in his schools. However, for ordination a university degree was necessary. This required funds and a certain academic standard. Two aunts supplied the funds and tutors in Norfolk and Bishop’s Stortford provided the education. The curate of the latter parish, George Leicester, was a distinguished academic who tutored him in return for Woodard teaching his young sons. He also taught in the village school set up there by Leicester. Leicester may have influenced his religious philosophy, too, being a firm believer in the dictates of the Prayer Book of 1662, dictates which would undergird the religious life of all Woodard’s schools.


He entered Magdalen Hall, Oxford in 1834 at a time when the Oxford Movement, spearheaded by John Henry Newman, John Keble, Hurrell Froude and Edward Pusey was gaining strength. The Oxford Movement is also known as the Tractarian Movement because of the large number of 

tracts that they published.3 Little is known about Woodard’s time at Oxford, but he emerged a keen Tractarian. His six years at Oxford coincided with the full flowering of the movement, and while Newman and others went to Rome, Woodard never deviated from Anglican Tractarian principles learned in the 1830s. I consider links with Newman later in this chapter. It took him six years to graduate with only a pass degree. Marriage in 1836 and the birth of three children by 1840 are thought to have constrained time for study.


Shortly after leaving Oxford, Woodard was ordained deacon by the Bishop of London and given charge of Bethnal Green parish, an overcrowded, poor area of East London. Woodard threw himself into parish work, was dismayed at the godlessness of all kinds, founded a school and completed the church building, just as Newman had done at Littlemore outside Oxford. Two years later he ran into trouble after delivering a sermon on the practice of confession and was later that year relieved of his post. The bishop found him another, but, after five years in the East End, thanks to friends, he moved to a parish on the Sussex coast, Shoreham-by-Sea, where the vicar was a Tractarian.


FIRST SCHOOL


It was not long after his appointment as curate to the parish of St Mary in Shoreham that he opened a day school for boys in his own vicarage. The curriculum included land-surveying, navigation and bookkeeping. Latin and French were extras. Living in a port town he met sea captains and sailors as well as a variety of tradesmen associated with them. His curriculum reflected local needs and had a practical bent. A year later he founded a boarding school next door, known as Shoreham Grammar School. Both schools were declared part of the Society of S. Mary and S. Nicolas.4 It was not unusual for Anglican clerics to found schools in their parish, usually strictly a local affair. Woodard had, at this early date, something much grander in mind. In the year that he founded the grammar school he issued his manifesto, A Plea for the Middle Classes. However, it was not just the middle classes that he had in mind:




It is my earnest wish and the object and intention of all the Benefactors, that for all future time the sons of any of Her then Majesty’s subjects should be taught, together with sound grammar learning, the fear and honour of Almighty God, the Father, Son and the Holy Ghost, according to the doctrines of the Catholic Faith as is now set forth in the Book of the Offices and Administration of the Sacraments of the Church of England.5





THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND AS THE EDUCATOR OF THE NATION


The idea that the Church of England should take on responsibility for teaching the nation’s children (though his efforts were for boys) and make Anglican faith central to the endeavour seems extraordinary today. Few in our current situation would question the idea that the State should pay for and, to an extent, direct and inspect the teaching. Decades of secularism and the retreat (or dismissal) of religious faith from the public square have rendered the idea of education for all based on one denominational formulary, even if that of the nation’s established Church, way off the mark of what a proper education should look like. As Brian Heeney argues in his thorough account of Woodard’s life-work, it could never have succeeded even in his time because Dissenters and Radicals of various hues would never have accepted it.6 Nevertheless, education had to be based on some philosophy, however attenuated, and this remains true today.


Woodard believed in the historic responsibility of the Church for educating the nation’s children and he sensed that the Church had failed, particularly in relation to the middle classes. There was a time when canon law ordered that no man could keep a school without a licence from the Church. Matters started to change with the repercussions of the Reformation. However, it was not until 1779 that Dissenters could teach in their own schools and Roman Catholics in 1791. This meant that well into the nineteenth century the Church of England was a main provider and many of Woodard’s friends simply could not contemplate the idea of the State taking over what had always been the Church’s responsibility and privilege. Edward Lowe, Woodard’s closest colleague, believed that education was of first importance in the ministry of the Church, that duty being ‘mainly concerned in seeing that all, from the highest to the lowest, are educated and trained in the revealed truths of our holy religion’.7 Woodard put it more strongly: ‘we consider it would be a very serious evil to hand over our schools to any government’.8 A lifetime supporter of Woodard was Lord Salisbury, who served three terms as Prime Minister. He harboured a deep distrust of government intervention into education. He described as ‘repulsive’ the idea ‘that the State should undertake the responsibility of seeing that all, or any one, of the classes which form the nation are well educated’.9 He believed that the Government generally achieved little and that often the opposite of its intentions actually happened. However, he trusted Woodard.


CREEPING SECULARISM


The failure of the Church, as Woodard saw it, cleared the way for secularism. He was deeply concerned about creeping secularism both in British society and in education. All his life he resisted the conscience clause and the diluted form of religious education imposed on schools receiving state funding and, later, in the board schools set up after the Elementary Education Act 1870, known as The Forster Act after the name of the minister responsible. The former allowed pupils to be excused from religious teaching and observance, the latter forbade any denominational formulary to direct the teaching.10


In his public Letter to Lord Salisbury he highlighted what he saw as the evils of the 1869 Endowed Schools Act which threatened the religious freedom of the endowed grammar schools. Commissioners were authorised to redirect financial endowments, reorder their constitutions and governing bodies, take away the right of the Church to license masters and require a conscience clause. The Act was also strongly resisted by the famous headmaster at Uppingham, Edward Thring, and led to the setting up of the Headmasters’ Conference. Lord Salisbury had himself taken the opportunity in his maiden speech in Parliament to speak against secular education and there were many others who took this line. Many more did not, and it was becoming clear that the Churches did not have the resources to teach the increasing numbers of children being born. Woodard, for whom one important principle was not to take on the world, concentrated on building up his own schools and did not resist the incursion of the State into education although he could write sharply about the consequences. He wrote of the ‘secular spirit now deluging the country’ and foresaw that this would be to the ‘radical detriment of the Catholic Church in England’. It would also, in his opinion, be to the detriment of the country whose Christian principles were once ‘the glory of England’.11


THE SCHEME




Thus, a poor curate, who had been dismissed from his first post and awarded only a pass degree, took on the mantle of providing schools for a nation. He believed that, if he could rouse Church people to the task, much could be done. He was not the only Anglo-Catholic to go about setting up schools but no one else had quite the same ambition. Moreover, they tended to be less rigorous about their Anglo-Catholicism.


He did not do it on his own but he was always the driving force to whom others were drawn. The number and prestige of his supporters was remarkable. Before the day school in Shoreham had opened, he had written to the future prime minister, William Ewart Gladstone, and soon after this he was able to report to a supporter at Magdalen College that he had secured between £150 and £200. Gladstone remained a lifelong supporter and addressed public meetings to raise money. Lord Salisbury, who was Prime Minister for an even longer period than Gladstone, was also a staunch and lifelong ally. Gladstone promoted both Woodard and Lowe to Canon of Manchester and Canon of Ely, respectively.


Woodard’s strength of personality and religious ardour was no doubt part of it. However, the vision of being part of a national movement, as opposed to setting up the odd school here and there must have played a part. Woodard’s scheme envisaged the nation being divided into five, the first was the South, then the Midlands, the North, the West and the East (though the latter never came to fruition). Each area was to be governed by a Provost who would be supported by a group of Fellows, thus forming a college or religious community. All the schools that he himself founded were called colleges, quite deliberately. Not only the Fellows were part of this community. His very first day school was described by Woodard as a Christian brotherhood and boys at the schools were expected to contribute small amounts to a common fund upon which they would later in life always have a claim.12 On the Woodard website one reads: ‘Woodard is a unique expression of Church of England schools in the nation. The Founder’s vision of the family of schools as a Society is guarded by its Provosts and its Corporate Fellows and the group is characterised by mutual support, help and encouragement.’13


At the centre of this Christian society was the chapel to be built at Lancing. A library was planned and the building had to be both large and magnificent, as it was to act rather as a cathedral does for a diocese. It took a long time to get it started and even longer time to get it finished. In fact, it was only in 2019 that a fund-raising committee felt confident that their latest design would do the job. Announcing plans in 2019 to complete the chapel, the secretary of the Friends of Lancing College wrote:




[image: images]

Fig 2. Lancing College Chapel.







‘To preserve to the Country a system of solid Christian education, when the ideal of the nation is purely secular, is a work which the highest angels might envy’, wrote the Founder in a begging letter to Martin Gibbs, one of his most lavish supporters. ‘That is why I think so much of the Chapel. Till that is finished we have no home; no centre to our work; no spiritual starting point. When we have that, we may rejoice before the Lord in hope and look out at the world with an anxious concern for its good, but with assurance that we must be of service to it.’ I trust He will not be disappointed by our efforts!14





A modern-day descendant of Gibbs, David Gibbs, quoted Woodard:




The great chapel, as it will be hereafter, is I know open to the criticism of those who only look at it as a chapel for a school of three or four hundred boys; but to those who regard it in its true character as the central chapel of a great society consecrated to a noble effort for the defence and support of Christian Truth, it will not appear to violate the rules of modesty and prudence, but rather to represent the faith in the essential strength of the Church in those who promote it.15





Towards the end of his life, when hopes of being the nation’s educator must have seemed a distant dream, the 74-year-old Woodard carried out a symbolic act which can only be described as defiant. He had the east end of Lancing Chapel built up to full height and insisted on setting the top stone himself, saying: ‘Now should a niggardly generation arise and decide that it is too costly to build to the height I desire, then they will have to pull down my work.’16


Woodard was used to getting his own way. Kenneth Kirk, whose book about Woodard Schools was published in 1937, wrote, quoting Woodard: ‘Everybody thinks that it is no use opposing me … even the Earl of Chichester, a Whig and an inveterate Low Churchman, told me that I must succeed.’17


RELIGION AS THE BASIS OF THE SCHOOLS


For Woodard, religion and learning were all a piece. Woodard could contemplate no division of sacred and secular and believed that, once religion was divorced from education, education would have no time for religion. In a letter of 1866 Woodard wrote that he and his colleagues were ‘in favour of religion being made the foundation and starting-point, not only of [religious] education properly so-named, but indeed of every ordinary instruction’.18 The effect of a conscience clause was to destroy the unity of knowledge and open up the field to any number of false pretenders as to the aim of education. This was put eloquently by Newman around the same time. I take this up shortly. So when, in 1883 Convocation, the governing body of the established Church proposed to set up the Church Schools Company to provide church schools with a conscience clause, Woodard opposed the scheme as heretical. 19 It invited ‘people to exercise a right which they do not possess, of choosing their own religion’.20 Edward Lowe, always more temperate than Woodard, was sent to speak against it in Convocation.


Meanwhile, Lowe had also written about the unity of education. In 1852 he made a speech in which he insisted that a religious school did not simply mean filling children’s heads with texts and taking them to services all the time. At his school (Hurstpierpoint) a religious school was one in which ‘the power and love of God entered into the performance of all the various duties and businesses of life’.21 In a sermon in 1856 he maintained that education was about the ‘completion of the whole man; the setting it in entire conformity to the Divine Image’.


The liturgical life of the school was entirely uncompromising. Boys were expected to be confirmed unless the school thought a candidate unsuitable. Prayer Book formularies such as the creed and the catechism were the backbone of the teaching. Each school appointed a chaplain whose authority was independent from the headmaster and whose task it was to attend to (and direct) the spiritual life of the pupils. Exception was taken only to the practice of confession, which, as a result, was carefully hedged about with conditions but never disallowed. At Hurst (short for Hurstpierpoint) under Lowe, there were eleven divinity classes which were ‘arranged with reference to the Confirmation which the Bishop held annually for the school’.22 Instruction given was based on the Bible and the Prayer Book and an English Primer compiled for the school. In addition, there was daily chapel, attendance at communion on Sundays and saints’ days. Dissenters could send their sons but they would not be excused from religious observance and teaching. Lowe reported that S. John’s College, Ellesmere, was much favoured by Welsh non-conformists.


Woodard laid great emphasis on the beauty and elegance of both his chapels and his buildings. The Oxford Movement laid emphasis on such matters and Gothic was the preferred style. Certainly, his schools were all built to a high architectural standard. His architect was R.C. Carpenter and, later, his son. Educational facilities were of less importance. The chapel was to glorify God and only the best would do. Writing about the chapel at Lancing he argued that it was constructed so that boys ‘may rejoice that the system in which they have been educated and taught to worship the God and Saviour of the world has shown itself equal to the highest effort of reverence and acknowledgement of His mercy and His sovereign power’.23 Music, too, was carefully considered and Gregorian plainsong required in services. Woodard frequently referred to his chapels as ‘part of our educational scheme’.24


THE ACADEMIC CURRICULUM


This poses the question of the curriculum of his schools. Schools were not all the same. There were three types or grades of school. Higher schools, such as Lancing, prepared boys for university, middle schools prepared boys for the professions and business and lower schools prepared boys for skilled occupations, such as farming and carpentry. Considerable thought and a degree of innovation went into fitting the education to the needs of the pupils. For the first-grade schools the curriculum emulated that followed by the public schools, such as Winchester. Lancing was said to offer an education of a ‘Church of England Public School, chiefly preparatory to the Universities’.25 Hurstpierpoint offered two quite distinct courses at upper school level, one ‘a thorough Commercial Education for those who are going into Trade or Commerce’ and one for ‘persons intended for our English Universities, or any of the learned professions, a Classical and Mathematical Education’.26 The former included science, bookkeeping and land-surveying. At S. Chad’s Denstone there was a special department for pupils preparing to become engineers, architects or surveyors. It was stated that this department was intended to meet the needs of youths ‘for whom the ordinary course of a Grammar School is not suitable’. Lowe added that the department ‘does not recognise any system of cramming’.27 S. George’s Military and Engineering School was intended as a preparation for candidates for army commissions, the East India Company Military Seminary or those wanting to pursue a civil engineering path. It opened in 1851, close to the beginning of Woodard’s project. It included surveying, levelling, hill drawing, fortification and landscape drawing – and even Hindustani was planned. Similar innovation was shown at Ardingly, a lower school, where boys could receive instruction from the stonemasons, carpenters and bricklayers employed at the school.28 A broad curriculum, indeed.




TRAINING TEACHERS


Teachers for the practical subjects mentioned above were at hand but it was not a straightforward matter to get teachers to cover all the subjects required. Teacher training colleges were virtually non-existent, so Woodard created his own. In 1854 a Training School for Commercial Schoolmasters was opened at Hurst with accommodation for 30 students. A period of three years was needed to qualify for a certificate as Associate of S. Nicolas College. This seems to have worked well but jobs at schools where salaries were higher meant that retention was difficult. As well as being able to teach at middle and lower schools29 of the Society of S. Mary and S. Nicolas, a certificate allowed a man to open a school of his own which could become an affiliated school of the Society, thus overcoming to an extent the problem of losing teachers. Heeney estimates that the scheme had produced 73 qualified teachers at the time of Woodard’s death.30
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