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Preface



Listen carefully and you will hear it…


The heart cry for fathers.


What is your heart longing for?


Your heart may long for a spiritual father or mentor. As a son or daughter, you may want to deepen or heal your relationship with your dad. As a father or mother, you may hope for improved family closeness. Or you may be a concerned individual who is burdened by the epidemic of fatherlessness in our generation.


The heart cry for fathers makes it clear: fatherlessness is one of the greatest social evils of a generation. The intensity of the heart cry helps determine our response: we must raise awareness that “dads matter” and that every child needs an intentional father or father figure.


The role of father was created by God and is irreplaceable. Since the glory of children is their fathers (Proverbs 17:6), and God commands his church to care for the fatherless (James 1:27), every child needs a loving and active father in his or her life.


Fathers are responsible before God to lead their families and spiritually train their children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. Since fatherhood on earth is a representation of the eternal fatherhood of God, each father is called by God to be a faithful provider (Matthew 7:11; 1 Timothy 5:8), a strong protector (Matthew 2:13–14; Luke 11:21), a loving leader (Ephesians 6:1–4), a respectable authority (Hebrews 12:4–11), a truthful teacher (Deuteronomy 6:7; Proverbs 4:1–4), a living example (John 5:19–23; 1 Corinthians 11:1), and a compassionate friend (Psalm 103:13; John 15:15) to his children.


Let’s face it. In an imperfect world with imperfect people, our family legacy may look different than the description above. In an imperfect world with imperfect people, how will our families thrive? How will our relationships flourish if our family legacy needs a reset? The good news is that our heavenly Father tells us where to start. The place to begin a reset of a family legacy has been carefully wrapped in a command from our Lord. Listen to His command and then be sure you hear the promise:


“Honor your father and mother, so that you may live long in the land the LORD your God is giving you.” (Exodus 20:12 NIV)


The Fatherhood CoMission is committed to championing the role of fathers and desires to see the Lord turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts of children to their fathers (Malachi 4:6). May dads be strengthened to live out the greatest of callings—father! May families see their legacy reset as they honor God and His Word!


Mitch Temple


Executive Director, The Fatherhood CoMission


www.honoryourfathertoday.com
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Introduction



Honor Your Father is designed to bring a fresh experience to fathers, families, and those who care about future generations. The goal of this resource is to empower fathers and families with a relational faith—a faith that transforms both a relationship with God and with other people.


In order to fully illustrate what a relational faith includes, we have defined forty different Spirit-empowered outcomes (see Appendix). Honor Your Father is written with a focus on five of these outcomes:




1. A Spirit-empowered faith experiences God as He really is, through deepened intimacy with Him.


2. A Spirit-empowered faith ministers His life and love to our nearest ones at home and to our extended family, and it includes faithful engagement in His body, the church.


3. A Spirit-empowered faith lives abundantly in “the present,” as His Word brings healing to hurt, anger, fear, guilt, and condemnation, which are hindrances to abundant life.


4. A Spirit-empowered faith bears witness to a confident peace and expectant hope in God’s lordship in all things.


5. A Spirit-empowered faith yields to the Spirit’s protective cautions and transforming power to bring life change.





By highlighting and focusing on these outcomes, Honor Your Father hopes to serve the much-needed vision of a twenty-first-century spiritual awakening.


In response to the spiritual wake-up call on September 11, 2001, the Awakening America Alliance has been faithfully urging Christ’s followers to gather for Cry Out America prayer gatherings across the nation, to engage in an annual rhythm of prayer, and to take action around twenty indicators of awakening (see www.awakeningamerica.us for more information). These indicators of awakening include:




• covenant marriage


• next gen discipleship


• care for children





This resource is designed to support this vision of spiritual awakening beginning with the closest of relationships—our family.


The Honor Your Father resource is a useful tool for any individual who wants to reset their family’s legacy and begin a personal spiritual awakening within their marriage and family. Honor Your Father is also an important tool for pastors and church leaders who want to strengthen the families of their congregation and usher in a spiritual awakening in a community. What might change in a church and a community if small groups gathered together to celebrate fathers? What impact might there be if an entire sermon series helped a congregation learn how to reset their family legacy? Imagine what could be different if thousands of churches, with millions of fathers and families, took seriously the biblical admonition to honor fathers and live as fathers worthy of honor!
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RESET YOUR FAMILY LEGACY



When your computer or mobile device freezes, you know to hit the reset button. A reset restores the system to its original design. Hitting reset gives it a fresh start. So what happens when it’s something in your life that feels frozen? Do you ever wish you could start over? Everyone feels that at times. And Jesus is the reset. Jesus restores you to your original design. He gives you a fresh start. That’s what we hope this resource does for your family legacy. May it be a fresh start in your relationship with Jesus!


The Honor Your Father resource is intended to serve the Reset Movement. Reset is a work of anyone and everyone who wants to see Jesus bring hope to this generation and to this nation. Reset began as a prayer and dream of a young leader from North Dakota named Nick Hall, to see this generation unite around Jesus. The vision was never about one person or organization but a partnership around Jesus—and Jesus calls everyone.


Reset is not an organization. Reset is a prayer and a movement of people sharing the message of the hope Jesus brings when we pray it. The vision is not to facilitate a passive audience, but to catalyze an army of individuals who are actively praying to Jesus to reset their lives, their communities, and their cities—and actively seeking to live a life reset by Jesus. While there are organizations involved, the fuel of this movement is you.


The Reset Movement has identified four ways to start your reset. These four ingredients are the inspiration for the calls to action we have inserted into each of the writings by the authors in this resource.
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	LEARN to Encounter Jesus
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	PRAY and Experience Scripture
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	SHARE with Others in Community
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	LOVE Others in Community








The message of Reset is that Jesus can and will reset your life. And that same message and invitation is shared at Reset events. The events are a place to connect in person with others who are praying and living reset lives, hear stories of what Jesus is doing, and celebrate Jesus with hundreds and thousands of others who are praying for a reset. Go to www.resetmovement.com for more information.


Finally, The Great Commandment Network is thrilled to serve each contributor and ministry partner through this resource. Our resource development and training team serves various partners as they develop Spirit-empowered disciples who walk intimately with God’s Son, God’s Word, and God’s people. May Jesus richly bless the unity, commitment, and faith that Honor Your Father represents.


Terri Snead


Executive Editor, Great Commandment Network
















	
The Great Commandment Network is an international collaborative network of strategic kingdom leaders from the faith community, marketplace, education, and caregiving fields who prioritize the powerful simplicity of the words of Jesus to love God, love others, and see others become His followers (Matthew 22:37–40; Matthew 28:19–20).
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SECTION 1



SECTION 1


PREFACE: HONORING YOUR HEAVENLY FATHER


What does the Lord your God require of you?


He requires only that you fear the Lord


your God, and live in a way that pleases him,


and love him and serve him with all your heart


and soul. And you must always obey the


Lord’s commands and decrees that


I am giving you today for your own good.


(Deuteronomy 10:12–13)


A SPIRIT-EMPOWERED FAITH


experiences God as He really is through deepened intimacy with Him. Let these authors encourage your Spirit-empowered faith:


• The Father Figure—Josh McDowell


• A Heavenly Father We Can Relate To—Mark Williams


• Honoring the Real God to Honor Your Father—Jade Lee


• Reconciling the Lamb with the Lion—Sammy Rodriguez
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THE FATHER FIGURE


From The Father Connection
by Josh McDowell
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JESUS, RESET MY FAMILY LEGACY


Jesus, remind me often of the kind of Father


that You are to me. I want to have fresh,


frequent experiences of Your love for me so


that I can share that love with others.





PREFACE


The nature and character of our Father in heaven reveals that a godly father is one who comforts and supports his children in life’s trials and difficulties. The Bible says, “The righteous cry out, and the LORD hears them; he delivers them from all their troubles. The LORD is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit” (Psalm 34:17–18 NIV).


Our Model Father is the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort. He responds to our crises and calamities, not with impatience and indignation but with comfort and support. He knows that it helps immensely in times of difficulty to have someone on whom we can rely and someone in whom we can find strength (2 Corinthians 1:3–4).


God’s comfort extends to “all our troubles.” He comforts and supports us when we suffer persecution for His name’s sake and when we suffer the consequences of our own foolish behavior. He comforts us when we deserve it least, when we’re slogging through a mess of our own making. He supports us when we are weak, and He comforts us when we fall.


Our Father is comforting and supporting even when He must discipline us. The psalmist David wrote, “Your rod and your staff, they comfort me” (Psalm 23:4). The shepherd’s staff was used as an instrument of comfort and support, lifting newborns, drawing lambs closer, and guiding sheep through dangerous or difficult routes. The rod, on the other hand, was an instrument of defense and discipline. It was used to deter or subdue attackers and for correcting wayward or recalcitrant members of the flock. Both instruments, however—the staff and the rod—were sources of comfort to the psalmist because both were wielded by a compassionate and supportive Shepherd.
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	PRAY and Experience Scripture








Give thanks to the LORD, for He is good. (Psalm 107:1 NIV)


Reflect for a moment on one of the rods of correction the Shepherd uses in our lives: the Ten Commandments. What was God’s motive when He gave the Ten Commandments to Moses and the children of Israel and eventually to us? Why did He give commandments such as “Honor your father and mother”?


God undoubtedly gave the Ten Commandments in order to provide testimony of His character, to portray righteous living, and to clarify sin’s darkness, but we must look deeper in order to see the Father’s heart. Our heavenly Father also gave the Ten Commandments because He knew how deeply sin would hurt us. Like a loving parent would warn a child not to touch a hot stove, God’s heart of love is what motivated Him to establish rules and commandments (Deuteronomy 10:13). Out of a desire for our protection, God intended the commandments to be like “stop signs” for our behavior because He knows that when we violate them, we experience hurt. Remember some of the commands from Scripture and hear them from a Father who doesn’t want us to experience hurt. Exodus 20:13–15 (NIV) reminds us:




• You shall not murder.


• You shall not commit adultery.


• You shall not steal.





How do you feel toward your heavenly Father as you reflect on His compassionate, protective motive?


As I consider the loving motive behind God’s gift of His commandments, I feel…


I’m filled with thanks because of God’s heart for my good and His desire to protect me, because of how He…


Plan to share your responses with your prayer partner or a small group.





God’s commands are clear. His motive is love. But how does the Father respond when we choose to ignore His commands? Romans 5:8 tells us: “But God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were still sinners.” Even when we sin, the Father’s heart is compassionate, still loving. God isn’t moved with vengeance or retribution when we disobey His commands. Instead, His heart grieves when our sinful choices cause us pain.


That’s the kind of father we should want to be. By the supernatural presence and power of God’s Holy Spirit living in us and working through us, we can reflect our Father’s nature, comforting and supporting our children in all their troubles.


It is easy, of course, to comfort your daughter when she comes home from school disappointed because she got a B on a test instead of an A. It is easy to support your son when he had a less-than-stellar game on the soccer field. It’s easy to comfort a child who’s just fallen off a bike. But it’s not so easy to offer comfort and support when they wreck the car because of a silly stunt or when they fail a test because they haven’t studied. Those kinds of struggles—the ones they bring upon themselves—make it more difficult to respond in a godly way. But it is precisely at those times that our children most need to feel our comfort and support.


We can learn how to show the image of our Father by comforting and supporting our children, learning new ways to conform to His likeness. Here are ways to do that:


ACCEPT YOUR LIMITATIONS


One of the keys to becoming fathers who comfort and support their children is understanding and accepting our limitations. We can’t prevent our kids from skinning their knees, but we can be there to pick them up and kiss their hurts. We can’t stop our kids from making mistakes, but we can be there to help them correct their mistakes. We can’t fix everything that goes wrong in their lives, but we can cheer them on when they succeed and lift them up when they fail.


GAUGE THEIR NEEDS


A father who wishes to offer comfort and support to his children needs to be sensitive to their needs. Listen closely to what they say. Observe what they do. But don’t stop there. Try to gauge what feelings and needs those words and actions reflect. A child who says, “You never do anything with me,” may be expressing a need for a father’s attention. A child who looks to the bleachers before stepping up to home plate may be looking for approval. A child who throws a temper tantrum when she fails may be crying out for comfort.


LEARN WHAT COMFORT IS AND WHAT IT IS NOT


There are certain things a kid does not need when he or she is afraid or embarrassed or disappointed or hurting. Our children don’t need advice when they hurt: “You know, your mistake was …” or “You know why this happened, don’t you?” Our children may need correction, but not as the first response they receive (“Let this be a lesson to you”), nor do they always need instruction (“This can really build your character, if you let it”). Similarly, when a child is hurting, they don’t need our inspiration (“Cheer up! It could be a lot worse, you know”).


Sometimes, of course, it’s quite necessary to offer discipline or correction when a young person is suffering the consequences of their own misconduct, but discipline will be much more effective when a father first offers comfort and support.
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	LEARN to Encounter Jesus








Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received from God. (2 Corinthians 1:3–4 NIV)


Where do we learn to comfort? Since God is the God of all comfort, we learn from Him. Pause right now and remember a time when you felt some measure of sorrow, sadness, discouragement, or disappointment of your own. Remember a time when either no one knew or no one cared that you were hurting. Can you remember a particular time of aloneness, either recently or in the distant past?


I remember a particular time of sadness/aloneness when…


Now, reflect further on this occasion of aloneness. As you recall this time when you were saddened, disappointed, or discouraged, what was Jesus feeling? And more specifically, what was He feeling for you? Scripture confirms that Jesus was actually hurting for you and caring about your pain.


Pause for a moment to reflect on Jesus. Picture Him sitting beside you. As the two of you talk together, Jesus reminds you that His heart is moved with compassion just for you. He reminds you how His heart was sorrowed by Israel’s pain, how “in all their affliction He was afflicted” (Isaiah 63:9 NASB). And since Jesus is the same yesterday, today, and forever, He feels this same emotion for you (Hebrews 13:8). In all your affliction or hurt, He hurts.


Christ was afflicted and saddened when He saw you and the sorrow you experienced. He wants you to know: My heart hurts when you hurt. I am moved with compassion when I see you hurting.


Receive His comfort for you and then give Him thanks:


God, thank You for being a God who has compassion for me. I’m especially grateful because…


Now ask the Lord to help you express compassion for your children and your loved ones when they are hurting and alone.





ENTER THEIR WORLD


If you really want your kids to feel your comfort and support, try entering their world. Make it your mission to discover what they’re interested in right now, what they think is cool, what they enjoy, what kind of friends they’re hanging around with. A father who truly wants to reflect the image of the Father of compassion, the God of all comfort, must take time for his children.


Many of us dads expect our kids to communicate with us on our level. We expect them to do things that interest us, yet we seldom or never enter into their interests and communicate at their level.


Offering these gifts to your children will have a long-reaching effect, both on them and on you. You’ll be able to watch them stand up to unhealthy peer pressure, confident that they can find ample support and comfort when needed in their own home. You’ll see them develop healthy friendships in which they are able not only to receive but to give as well. You will observe them—more and more as they grow—earning the respect and admiration of their peers (and of yours) as they become capable, confident young men and women who know they can rest secure in the care of their father.
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	SHARE with Others in Community








Let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds. (Hebrews 10:24 NASB)


The writer of Hebrews reminds us that we all need encouragement when it comes to loving one another with specific actions. Think about your most precious relationships. Which of the good deeds below are you living out? Which ones could be improved? Make plans to share your responses with a prayer partner or small group.




• What have I recently done for fun with the most special people in my life?


• How am I doing at finding focused time with each individual child?


• Are the times I spend with my family drawing us closer or moving us apart?


• When have I recently verbalized my love, my interest in their world, shown involvement in my children’s activities, and cared about their joys and pain?


• How might I better move beyond offering correction and advice in order to express more of His compassion?





The empowerment to love will only come as the Holy Spirit works in our lives, transforming us into the image of Christ. Take a few moments now and reflect on Christ’s heart for your children and the other special people in your life.
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	LOVE Others in Community








Review the list of questions above and how well you live them out with friends and family who don’t know Jesus. Make plans to take initiative with one person in your sphere of influence.
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A HEAVENLY FATHER WE CAN RELATE TO


From Lord, Teach Us to Pray
by Mark Williams
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JESUS, RESET MY FAMILY LEGACY


Jesus, remind me often of the privilege You have to


offer—that I can come to You in prayer and speak


to You at any moment because You are my heavenly
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