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Victoria’s Knickers was first performed by the National Youth Theatre of Great Britain at Soho Theatre, London, on 27 October 2018. The cast was as follows:
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The National Youth Theatre of Great Britain (NYT) is a world-leading youth arts organisation. NYT were established in 1956 as the first youth theatre in the world and have performed critically acclaimed productions over the past fifty-nine years. 2016 will be a celebration of their sixtieth year.


NYT’s training is unique because they believe that the best place for young performers to learn is on stage in front of an audience. NYT showcase young talent on West End stages, in stadiums worldwide and at iconic sites both at home and abroad. They commission brave and relevant new writing and reinterpret classic stories for our time. They are as ambitious as the young people they serve.


NYT’s world renowned alumni include: Helen Mirren, Daniel Craig, Chiwetel Ejiofor, Colin Firth, Rosamund Pike, Daniel Day-Lewis, Orlando Bloom, Catherine Tate, Ben Kingsley, Ashley Jensen, Derek Jacobi, Timothy Dalton, Zawe Ashton, Matt Lucas, Hugh Bonneville, Matt Smith and many more.


For more information visit www.nyt.org.uk
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Production Note


The original production of Victoria’s Knickers was staged with minimal props and on a bare stage. This is very effective. However, directors and designers could also go to town.


If an interval is required it should be taken between 3.4 and 3.5.


Characters are not gender specific.
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Note on Text


Words in brackets ( ) should be played by the actor, not said out loud.


…indicates a hesitation, unspoken or unfinished thought, or when a character is searching for a word.


A forward slash (/) indicates the point at which the next speaker interrupts.


This ebook was created before the end of rehearsals and so may differ slightly from the play as performed.




1.1


1838. London.


ED JONES is up a tree. He’s looking at Buckingham Palace.


At the bottom of his tree sit LAURIE and ISABEL.


LAURIE (to audience). One evening outside Buckingham Palace. (To ISABEL.) Forget it, it’s too risky.


ISABEL. What’s the risk?


LAURIE. Trigger-happy guards bored out of their minds.


ISABEL. The guards aren’t interested in a couple of kids, they just wanna keep their heads down, chat, do the crossword.


LAURIE. So we hop the wall via Ed’s tree?


ISABEL. Then stroll across the lawn.


LAURIE. How do we get out?


ISABEL. The same way we got in.


LAURIE. They have dogs, you gonna be able to scale the wall with bloodhounds biting at your heels?


ISABEL. We’ll be back over the wall before the dogs have left their kennels.


LAURIE. I say we just tag this wall and send a clear message to everyone / who


ISABEL. Forget some basic tag for tourists, we need to get inside, tag the manifesto and make the bitch read.


LAURIE. She needs to read one of my pamphlets.


ISABEL. I don’t even read your pamphlets.


LAURIE. Yeah but you like colouring books.


ISABEL. Nobody reads them, they use them for roaches. So we’re in the Palace –


LAURIE. Running away from armed guards and rabid dogs and what room do we even tag?


ISABEL. We head straight for her bedroom.


LAURIE. Girl’s got two hundred and forty bedrooms.


ISABEL. Yeah but she’ll have one main room she sleeps in.


LAURIE. Who knows she might literally sleep in a different bed every night.


ISABEL. Hang on, hang on.


LAURIE. We’ll have to chat up a chambermaid, ask if the girl’s got a favourite room?
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