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In "The History of Chivalry," G. P. R. James embarks on a sweeping exploration of the medieval institution of chivalry, juxtaposing its ideals with the stark realities of historical events. The narrative weaves together scholarly analysis and vibrant storytelling, employing a literary style that is both elaborate and engaging. Rich in historical detail, the text traverses the evolution of chivalric values from their nuanced inception to their pronounced influence on societal conduct and governance in medieval Europe, all while revealing the intricate interplay between myth and reality. G. P. R. James, a novelist and historian of the early Victorian era, was deeply fascinated by the intersections of history, literature, and morality. His works often reflect his commitment to illuminating the past and propagating noble ideals. This engagement with chivalric themes can be traced to both his historical background and Romantic sensibilities, encapsulating a desire to revive the grandeur associated with knightly valor and virtue during a time of burgeoning industrial upheaval. This book is a must-read for anyone interested in medieval history, literature, or the evolution of ethical frameworks in society. James's articulate examination not only appeals to scholars but also captivates general readers with its vivid recounting of heroic exploits and moral dilemmas, making it an indispensable addition to the canon of historical literature.
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In "Mediæval Heresy & the Inquisition," Arthur Stanley Turberville meticulously explores the complex interplay between heretical movements and the institutional responses of the medieval Church. This scholarly work draws on a rich tapestry of primary sources, including ecclesiastical records and contemporary writings, to illuminate the ideological battles that shaped the medieval landscape. Turberville's clear, incisive prose and rigorous analysis situate heresy not merely as a theological deviation but as a vital component of the sociopolitical climate of the period, reflecting broader themes of power, dissent, and reform. Arthur Stanley Turberville was a noted scholar of medieval history, and his extensive research in this field was informed by both his academic background and his deep engagement with historical texts. His curiosity about the human condition in times of ideological strife likely propelled him to investigate the dynamics of heresy and the Inquisition, leading to a deeper understanding of the historical forces that shaped faith and power. Through this work, Turberville contributes significantly to the ongoing discourse surrounding faith, authority, and the nature of belief in medieval society. For historians, theologians, and general readers alike, "Mediæval Heresy & the Inquisition" is an essential addition to the library of anyone interested in the tumultuous era of the Middle Ages. It provides profound insights into how heretical movements not only challenged the Church but also prompted transformations within society itself. Turberville's scholarship serves as a reminder of the enduring impact of these historical struggles on contemporary religious thought.
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Of the books which preceded the invention of Printing, a much larger quantity is still extant than the world in general would suppose, but they are nevertheless so widely scattered and so seldom immediately accessible, that only a very long experience will enable any one to speak or to write about them in other than a blundering fashion. So many qualifications are required, that it may seem presumptuous in me to treat upon a matter bristling with difficulties and uncertainties. The brief but admirable outline of its history which Mr. Maunde Thompson has lately published is likely to mislead the inexperienced into a belief that a science defined with so much clearness and apparent ease may as easily be mastered. No one knows better than that accomplished scholar how hard it would be to supply sure and definite criteria for the guidance of palæographical students in all the branches of their fascinating pursuit. My excuse must be that the observations which appear in the present opusculum may be useful to some who are unable for various reasons to give the necessary fulness of study to Mr. Thompson's work, and who, while loving manuscripts as well as I do, have not had so large an experience. I may venture to justify myself by a personal anecdote. The author of the "Stones of Venice" once said that he was surprised by my apparently exact knowledge of the commercial value of manuscripts; and my reply was that, as I had for twenty years been the buyer of, or the underbidder for, all the fine examples which had appeared in the public auctions, there was no great reason for his wonder.

The following sketch will consist of a number of cursory remarks upon the calligraphy and the ornamentation of medieval manuscripts; preceded by an historical sketch, arranged in chronological paragraphs, of the beginnings and the gradual diffusion of the art of writing throughout the world.

The Beginnings of Writing
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Palæography is the branch of science which deals with ancient writing (παλαιὰ γραφή). As the Greek word for writing comprises a great deal more than the work of pen and ink, palæographical study would be imperfect if it did not take into consideration the ancient inscriptions upon stone and metal which are usually left to numismatists and other archæologists. In a small treatise like the present, no such ambitious and comprehensive treatment is intended. The object is mainly to summarise the results of other men's labour, and to give a general idea of what is known at the present day about the diffusion of the art of writing and the methods of producing books before the sixteenth century.

The name for book in various ancient languages is indicative of the earliest stage in the history of writing. The English word itself appears in its oldest written form in the Gothic Scriptures of the fourth century, in which boka = writing, and bokos = things written = books. This is believed to be derived from the name of the tree we call beech and the Germans buche, because it is supposed that the bark or wood of that tree was used for cutting runes upon. Similar to this is the Latin liber, which originally meant the inner bark of a tree, and afterwards came to mean book, because leaves were made from that inner bark for the purpose of writing. Diphthera, in ancient Ionic-Greek, was equivalent to book, because it meant a polished skin (like parchment or leather) used for writing upon before the Greeks adopted papyrus (byblos, biblos) from the Egyptians. Then the name for papyrus became the name for a book, and has been retained in modern speech in the word Bible. The word diphthera passed into use among the Persians about five hundred years before Christ, as the material was borrowed by them from the Ionians for the use of the scribes who kept the royal records, and it still remains in the speech of the modern Persians as defter = book. The Hebrew word sepher = engraving, and is therefore used to designate a book; and the same sense underlies the Arabic word Kitab. Writing was a scratching or incising of symbols representing sounds (or ideas) upon stone or metal, upon wood, or bark, or leaves (folia), dressed leather, parchment, papyrus, wax tablets, and paper.

The form in which the sheets (of skin, parchment, bark, papyrus, or paper) were gathered, may have been rolls in which they were united to form a single page, or a square combination of successive leaves united only at one side. The former was of course the earlier mode, but the latter was also in use at a remote date. Greek and Roman scribes had evidently begun to prefer the square fashion during the early days of the Roman empire; and we may take it to have become the prevalent custom in the fourth century. Black ink has always been in use for writing, red and blue ink are of comparatively recent date. The use of gold ink, which was of course so costly that it could never be otherwise than rare, originated probably when the empire was as yet unshaken by barbarian inroads; it was, however, not extinct in Rome during the sixth and seventh centuries, and was relatively not uncommon at the magnificent court of Byzantium. Late examples were produced in Gaul for the Frankish princes in the ninth century; and in these the simple splendour of the Roman style was embellished with ornamentation chiefly drawn from Irish and Anglo-Saxon models.

Although people knew how to write and to read more than five thousand years ago, "a reading public," as we understand the term, came into existence for the first time in Greece in the fifth century B.C., and again in Rome in the first century B.C. By this it is meant that there were people who bought books for the pleasure of reading them, as distinguished from the class which produced or used books as an official necessity. The requirements of that reading public among the Greeks, led to the disuse of skins for the purpose of writing, since only a cheaper and more plentiful material could satisfy the demand. Egyptian papyrus being both cheap and plentiful, it was adopted and remained in use for over a thousand years among the people who spoke Greek and Latin. Books upon vellum or parchment—charta pergamena, an improved form of the old skins—were only produced occasionally, as luxuries, between the second century B.C. and the fifth century of our era. At this latter period, the reading public was extinguished in the revolutions of barbarian conquest, and the cheap material ceased to be necessary. In the absence of a popular demand for books, and when only persons of exceptional learning, churchmen, statesmen, and monks, experienced the need of reading and writing, the supply of vellum was sufficient, and this dearer material was relatively economical because of its durability. A reading public can hardly be said to have come into renewed existence till the fifteenth century, and then once more vellum was superseded by the cheaper material of paper. Paper, from linen or rags, had been made in the Saracenic east for several centuries, but was little used in Europe till the thirteenth century, and was not fabricated in the west to any considerable extent until the fourteenth century.
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