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How to Use This Devotional


The difficulty of devotions. Most people find doing family devotions difficult. For starters, many of us never had devotions modeled at home. Even if we were fortunate enough to grow up in a home with parents who tried to teach us the basics of religious belief, we must admit that today is a different world—one that presents us with practical challenges most of our parents never faced. Let’s face it: today a family often eats meals at different times. Getting everyone together in the same place at the same time is nearly impossible.


How to use this devotional. Take heart! We live in the same world you do, and have written The Big Picture Family Devotional especially for today’s family. Getting through this devotional in one year requires only three times a week when your family is in the same place at the same time. We even limited the material to fifty rather than fifty-two weeks so you can put this down and do something else for devotions during the weeks of Christmas and Easter. The devotional contains forty-five weeks of content and five weeks of review spread throughout the year. Everything is already prepared for you, saving you the time of trying to figure out something productive to share with your kids. Just open up the book and read the short Bible selection for the day and the brief devotional paragraph that unfolds the message of the Bible. Follow that up with the reflection and interaction prompts that are meant to spur family discussion. The entire process can take as little as five to ten minutes—or longer, at those unexpected but enjoyable leisurely times when your kids are particularly interested.


The devotional is geared for children ages six to ten, with the intention that it will be read through over several years so that the concepts are reinforced and children grow into an understanding of the more advanced ideas.


For those who want more. For families who like to sing, we have included songs that reinforce what you are learning together. For the highly motivated, we encourage you to make use of the forty-five memory verses that trace the big picture of the Bible. We call them the big picture verses, and a little booklet containing just the verses is available (titled The Big Picture Verses: Tracing the Storyline of the Bible). The verses can easily work as a catechism that takes you from Genesis to Revelation.


We hope The Big Picture Devotional will help clarify the main message of the Bible and instill in your family a growing confidence that the words of the Bible are the very words of God!


The word catechism comes from the Greek katēchein, which means “to teach.” The Big Picure Bible Verses is a tool that will help parents teach their children the storyline of the Bible through questions and answers.









PART 1


God Creates His Kingdom


Questions 1–9









Question 1


God Creates a Place




Q.  Who created the heavens and the earth?


A.  In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. (Genesis 1:1)





Bible Reading: Genesis 1:1


Devotional Reading: The Bible Assumes God’s Existence


The Bible opens with these amazing words: “In the beginning, God.” Have you ever stood outside at night and looked up into the stars and wondered, “How did all this get here? How did I get here?” In its very first verse, the Bible reveals the answer to those questions. The Bible says that God exists and that he created the heavens and the earth! Many people question whether God exists. Some are certain there is a God, others are unsure, while still others think that God is only an idea in your mind and not real after all. But guess what? The Bible doesn’t waste any time arguing about the existence of God. It simply begins by saying, “In the beginning, God.” How refreshing! The first words of the Bible are already hinting at its big picture—the unfolding activity of God in history.


REFLECTION AND INTERACTION


Memorize the question and answer of our first big picture verse: Genesis 1:1.


What does today’s Bible reading teach you about God?










Q.  Who created the heavens and the earth?


A.  In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. (Genesis 1:1)





Bible Reading: Genesis 1:1–2


Devotional Reading: The Bible Begins with God Creating the Heavens and the Earth


Have you ever wanted to create something? Perhaps you had an idea in your head and you wondered if you could make it. Let’s suppose you were going to try. What is one of the first things you would need to do before starting? You would have to gather all the materials your idea needed. Did you know that God did something like that when he created the world? When God set out to create the heavens and the earth he first had to create the materials themselves! The Bible tells us that when God first made the earth, it was only a dark and watery mass. The basic materials were all there, but it didn’t look the way it does now. It looked strange. Nothing could live on it—certainly not people like you and me! How amazing it would have been to see God creating and assembling all the materials he needed to make his wonderful creation.


REFLECTION AND INTERACTION


Would you say the Bible reading today is more concerned to teach you about the heavens or the earth?


What does the Bible’s concern with the earth here tell you about the focus of Genesis 1?










Q.  Who created the heavens and the earth?


A.  In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. (Genesis 1:1)





Bible Reading: Genesis 1:3–25


Devotional Reading: God Formed Places and Then Filled Them


Often when you want to color a picture of something, you first draw, or form, the outline of the object or person to be colored and then fill in the color. Well, something like that is going on in Genesis 1. It’s as if the writer gives us an outline of what happened in the first few verses and then fills in the details later in the chapter. The creation outline of day 1 gets filled in on day 4. On day 1 we learn about light and darkness, day and night. Then on day 4, we are introduced to the sun and the moon and the stars, which fill up the sky. Isn’t that amazing! The outline of day 2 (the heavens and the seas) is filled in on day 5 (the birds and sea creatures). And day 3 (the earth and plants) corresponds to day 6 (the land animals). The writer wants you to see the overall picture of God’s creative activity. He wants you to know that God formed all the places in the universe (days 1, 2, and 3), and then filled those places with creations to rule over them (days 4, 5, and 6). Finally, notice that the writer says God did all this simply by speaking words (see vv. 3, 6, 9, 11, 14–15, 20, and 24)! Imagine creating something that was an idea in your head by talking it into existence!


REFLECTION AND INTERACTION


Can you create things simply by speaking words? What does God’s ability to do so teach you about God?


Learn “The Creation Song” found on pages 174–75.









Question 2


God Creates a People




Q.  Who created people?


A.  God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. (Genesis 1:27)





Bible Reading: Genesis 1:26–31


Devotional Reading: People Are Created in God’s Image


The Bible makes it clear that people are very special to God. In fact, we are the crowning jewel of God’s creation. God did not make people to be like the rest of creation, “God created man in His own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.” An image is a reflection of someone or something. When you look in the mirror, you see your own reflection, or image. God made us to reflect his image. That doesn’t mean we look like God. Instead, it means that we are like him; we rule over things, just as God does. In ancient times, kings used to set up monuments in faraway parts of their empire to show that they ruled there (often these monuments were statues made to look just like them). In a similar way, God has set us up to rule over his creation. As his image-bearers, we act as his representatives in the world. Later on in the Bible story, the psalmist will pick up on this same idea (Psalm 8), and then, the writer of the book of Hebrews will show us that Jesus is God’s supreme image-bearer (Heb. 2:5–8). This is important for us because it teaches us how we extend God’s rule today—namely, by living under the rule of Christ.


REFLECTION AND INTERACTION


What does being made in the image of God teach you about God’s plans for you?


Memorize the big picture verse for this week: Genesis 1:27. If you memorize one each week, you will learn all forty-five verses that trace the storyline of the Bible!










Q.  Who created people?


A.  God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. (Genesis 1:27)





Bible Reading: Genesis 2:18–25


Devotional Reading: People Are the Pinnacle of God’s Creation


Have you ever seen a road map? It’s helpful because it shows you many roads. Some maps even come with an inset map. This highlights in greater detail one part of the road map. Genesis 1 and 2 function much like a road map. After giving us the large map of creation in chapter 1, God highlights the most important part of creation in chapter 2—people! He wants you to see the creation of people in greater detail. The point is clear: God created this place for people. We learn that Adam loved everything about his life in the garden, except for one thing: he was alone. The animals all had partners, but not Adam. In fact, one of the reasons God had Adam name the animals was to prepare him for Eve. God said, “It is not good that man should be alone; I will make him a helper.” So God had Adam fall into a deep sleep. While Adam was sleeping, God took one of Adam’s ribs, and from this rib he “built” a woman. As only God could do, he created the perfect companion for Adam. This teaches us another thing about being made in God’s image. We are meant for relationship. Not only does man have a special relationship with woman, but both men and women have a unique relationship with God.


REFLECTION AND INTERACTION


Why did God ask Adam to name all the animals?


What was special about Adam’s relationship with Eve that was different from his relationship with God’s other creatures?










Q.  Who created people?


A.  God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. (Genesis 1:27)





Bible Reading: Genesis 1:26–31


Devotional Reading: People Are to Rule over the Rest of God’s Creation


When children are born, who is responsible for them? Parents are. Parents prepare meals, teach their children to get dressed, and help them learn what is right from wrong. Parents are responsible for their children. Do you know who is responsible for caring for God’s creation? All of us are. When God created the world and everything in it, he made us responsible for his creation. God gave us the wonderful responsibility of ruling over and caring for all that he created. That means the entire earth and everything in it. It is God’s world, but he appointed us to rule it for him.


REFLECTION AND INTERACTION


Discuss some ways that we care for God’s world.


Can you think of some ways that we rule God’s world?









Question 3


God Is Pleased with His Place and His People




Q.  Was God pleased with everything he had made?


A.  God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. (Genesis 1:31)





Bible Reading: Genesis 1:3–4, 10, 12, 16–18, 21, 25, 31


Devotional Reading: God’s Creation Was Very Good


Let’s try to remember some things about God’s creation. How did creation get started? God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. God separated the light from the darkness, day and night. Water and sky are listed next, followed by dry ground, which he called land, and the great bodies of water, which he called seas. God caused plants and trees to grow on the land, and then the sun, the moon, and all the stars. Next were fish in the seas, birds in the sky, and animals to live on the land. Finally God created people. Can you remember what God thought about each and everything that he created? The Bible tells us “it was very good.” It was just as God had planned it. He was happy with his place and with his people. Nothing was wrong. Everything was just as he had envisioned it in his mind before he began. Everything was good!


REFLECTION AND INTERACTION


Does everything you make turn out just as you planned it? What does the goodness of God’s creation teach you about God?


This is a great week to sing “It Was Very Good” found on page 176.


Begin to memorize this week’s big picture verse: Genesis 1:31.










Q.  Was God pleased with everything he had made?


A.  God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. (Genesis 1:31)





Bible Reading: Psalm 104:24–31


Devotional Reading: God’s Place and People Gave Him Great Pleasure


What does it feel like to make something very special? It feels good, doesn’t it? You feel proud. Making something gives you a certain amount of pleasure and satisfaction. It makes you happy. Imagine how pleased God was after making the world and everything in it! The Bible reading today teaches us that God was extremely happy with all that he had created. We read, “May the glory of the LORD endure [or last] forever; may the LORD rejoice in his works.” The Lord was pleased with all he had created, and he rejoiced in it. The place and people were made for God!


REFLECTION AND INTERACTION


Why do you think God created this beautiful place called earth and all of its people?


Name some things in the world that you think still give God great pleasure.










Q.  Was God pleased with everything he had made?


A.  God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. (Genesis 1:31)





Bible Reading: Colossians 1:15–20


Devotional Reading: The Eternal Son of God Had a Role in Creation


What are some good things about having an older brother or sister? One advantage of not being born first is that you can learn some things faster by watching your older sibling. The Bible demonstrates the same principle. Our New Testament writer today had an advantage in coming later. He learned some interesting things from others who had gone before him—in this case, that the world was created by the eternal Son of God, who was later born into the world and named Jesus. Jesus is the big picture in God’s story, the Bible. Before we leave the first chapter of the Bible, we must understand that the eternal Son of God had a lot to do with what happened in the beginning. He was involved in creating everything and is in charge of everything. Perhaps what is most astounding is that he created all things for himself. Since this eternal Son of God is our Creator and King, and since he alone sustains this beautiful place and all its people, he alone deserves all our praise.


REFLECTION AND INTERACTION


Why should we worship the Son of God?


How does it make you feel to know that all creation was made for Jesus?
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