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United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime






The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) (in French[image: External link] Office des Nations unies contre la drogue et le crime) is a United Nations[image: External link] office that was established in 1997 as the Office for Drug Control and Crime Prevention by combining the United Nations International Drug Control Program (UNDCP) and the Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Division in the United Nations Office at Vienna.[1] It is a member of the United Nations Development Group[2] and was renamed the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime in 2002.[3] In 2016–2017 it has an estimated biannual budget of US$700 million.[4]
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 Organizational structure




The agency, employing between 1,500 and 2,000 people worldwide, has its headquarters in Vienna[image: External link] (Austria), with 21 field offices and two liaison offices in Brussels[image: External link] and in New York City[image: External link]. The United Nations Secretary-General appoints the agency's Executive Director. Yuri Fedotov, the former Russian Ambassador to the United Kingdom, has held this position since his appointment in 2010, when he succeeded Antonio Maria Costa in his personal capacity, and also as Director-General of the United Nations Office at Vienna.

The office aims long-term to better equip governments to handle drug-, crime-, terrorism-, and corruption-related issues, to maximise knowledge on these issues among governmental institutions and agencies, and also to maximise awareness of said matters in public opinion, globally, nationally and at community level. Approximately 90% of the Office's funding comes from voluntary contributions, mainly from governments.

UNODC incorporates the secretariat of the International Narcotics Control Board (INCB).[5]
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 Aims and functions




UNODC was established to assist the UN in better addressing a coordinated, comprehensive response to the interrelated issues of illicit trafficking in and abuse of drugs, crime prevention and criminal justice, international terrorism, and political corruption. These goals are pursued through three primary functions: research, guidance and support to governments in the adoption and implementation of various crime-, drug-, terrorism-, and corruption-related conventions, treaties and protocols, as well as technical/financial assistance to said governments to face their respective situations and challenges in these fields.

These are the main themes that UNODC deals with: Alternative Development, Corruption, Criminal Justice, Prison Reform and Crime Prevention, Drug Prevention, -Treatment and Care, HIV and AIDS, Human Trafficking and Migrant Smuggling, Money Laundering, Organized Crime, Piracy, Terrorism Prevention.
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 The World Drug Report




The World Drug Report is a yearly publication that presents a comprehensive assessment of the international drug problem, with detailed information on the illicit drug situation. It provides estimates and information on trends in the production, trafficking and use of opium/heroin, coca/cocaine, cannabis and amphetamine-type stimulants. The Report, based on data and estimates collected or prepared by Governments, UNODC and other international institutions, attempts to identify trends in the evolution of global illicit drug markets.[6]

Through the World Drug Report, UNODC aims to enhance Member States' understanding of global illicit drug trends and increase their awareness of the need for the more systematic collection and reporting of data relating to illicit drugs.
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 Treaties




United Nations Conventions and their related Protocols underpin all the operational work of UNODC.
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 Crime-related treaties
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 United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime and the Protocols Thereto




The United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime is a legally binding instrument that entered into force on 29 September 2003, through which States parties commit to taking a series of measures against transnational organized crime. States that ratify the convention has the duty of creation of domestic offences to combat the problem, the adoption of new, sweeping frameworks for mutual legal assistance, extradition, law enforcement cooperation, technical assistance and training. The convention signifies an important stage in dealing with transnational crime by recognizing the seriousness of the problem that the crime poses, and gaining understanding from the member states of the importance of a cooperative measure. The convention is complemented by three different protocols:


	the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, especially Women and Children;

	the Protocol against the Smuggling of Migrants by Land, Sea and Air; and

	the Protocol against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, their Parts and Components and Ammunition.



The Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, especially Women and Children aims to provide a convergence in the states' domestic offences in the investigation and the persecution process. Another objective of the protocol is to protect the victims of trafficking in persons with full respect.

The Protocol against the Smuggling of Migrants by Land, Sea and Air is concerned with the aggravating problem of organized crime groups for smuggling persons. The protocol aims to combat and prevent transnational smuggling as well as to promote cooperative measures for enhancing protective measures for victims.

The Protocol against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, their Parts and Components and Ammunition was adopted to prevent and provide a cooperative measure for illicit manufacturing of and trafficking in firearms, their parts and components and ammunition. By adopting the protocol, the member states commit to adopt domestic criminal offences for illegal manufacturing, providing governmental licensing ammunition, and keeping track of the ammunition.[7]
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 United Nations Convention against Corruption




Main article: United Nations Convention against Corruption


In its resolution 55/61, the General Assembly recognized that an effective international legal instrument against corruption, independent of the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime was desirable. The text of the Convention was negotiated during seven sessions held between 21 January 2002 and 1 October 2003. The Convention was adopted by the General Assembly on 31 October 2003. In 2003, the United Nations adopted the UN Convention against Corruption (UNCAC). The Convention came into force in December 2005. As of 9 November 2012, 140 countries had signed and 164 countries (States Parties) had ratified the UNCAC. UNODC serves as the Secretariat for the Conference of the States Parties (CoSP) to the UNCAC.

UNODC, as the custodian of UNCAC, is also one of the main initiators of the establishment of the International Anti-Corruption Academy (IACA), whose main function is to, inter alia, facilitate more effective implementation of the UNCAC.
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 Drug-related treaties




There are three drug related treaties that guide UNODC's drug related programs. These are: The Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs of 1961 as amended by the 1972 Protocol ; the Convention on Psychotropic Substances of 1971 and the United Nations Convention Against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances of 1988.

These three major international drug control treaties are mutually supportive and complementary. An important purpose of the first two treaties is to codify internationally applicable control measures in order to ensure the availability of narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances for medical and scientific purposes, and to prevent their diversion into illicit channels. They also include general provisions on trafficking and drug abuse.[8][9][10]
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 Campaigns




UNODC launches campaigns to raise awareness of drugs and crime problems. On 26 June every year, UNODC marks the International Day against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking. On 9 December every year, UNODC commemorates the International Anti-Corruption Day.
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 "Do Drugs control your life"? – World Drug Campaign




The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) started this international campaign to raise awareness about the major challenge that illicit drugs represent to society as a whole, and especially to the young. The goal of the campaign is to mobilize support and to inspire people to act against drug abuse and trafficking. The campaign encourages young people to put their health first and not to take drugs.[11]
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 "Your No Counts" – International Anti-Corruption Campaign




The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) has teamed up with the United Nations Development Program (UNDP) to run this campaign as a focus on how corruption hinders efforts to achieve the internationally agreed upon MDGs, undermines democracy and the rule of law, leads to human rights violations, distorts markets, erodes quality of life and allows organized crime, terrorism and other threats to human security to flourish.[12]
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 "Think AIDS" – World AIDS Campaign




Young people aged 15 to 24 account for an estimated 40 per cent of new adult (15+) HIV infections worldwide. In some parts of the world, and in some marginalized sub-groups, the most frequent modes of HIV transmission for these young people are unsafe injecting drug use and unsafe sexual activities.

Because young people are also often more likely to use drugs, The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) targets this population with a campaign to raise awareness about drug use and its connection to the spread of HIV and AIDS. The slogan: "Think Before You Start ... Before You Shoot ... Before You Share" is used to provoke young people to consider the implications of using drugs, and particularly injecting drugs.[13]
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 Blue Heart Campaign Against Human Trafficking




The Blue Heart Campaign seeks to encourage involvement and action to help stop trafficking in persons. The campaign also allows people to show solidarity with the victims of human trafficking by wearing the Blue Heart. The use of the blue UN colour demonstrates the commitment of the United Nations to combat this crime.[14]
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 Criticism




In 2007, the five largest donors to UNODC's budget in descending order were: European Union[image: External link], Canada, United States, the UN itself, and Sweden.[15] According to the Transnational Institute this explains why, until recently, UNODC did not promote harm reduction policies like needle exchange and Heroin-assisted treatment. (This despite the actions of United Nations[image: External link] bodies (i.e. WHO[image: External link] and UNAIDS), who support these policies.)[16] UNODC promotes other methods for drug use prevention, treatment and care that UNODC sees as "based on scientific evidence and on ethical standards".[17] The UNODC has been criticized by human rights organizations such as Amnesty international for not promoting the inclusion of adherence to international human rights standards within its project in Iran. Amnesty states that in Iran there are "serious concerns regarding unfair trials and executions of those suspected of drug offences in Iran.[18]
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 Controversy




In June 2012, Mohammad Reza Rahimi the Iranian Vice President made some controversial remarks during a speech at a UNODC Drugs and Crime conference in Tehran.[19]



	“
	"The Islamic Republic of Iran will pay for anybody who can research and find one single Zionist who is an addict. They do not exist," he said. "This is the proof of their involvement in drugs trade."[20]

	”




He then went on to blame the Talmud, a key Jewish religious text, for the expansion of illegal drugs around the world and said that it teaches to "destroy everyone who opposes the Jews."[21]

Rahimi was widely condemned for his controversial remarks:


	
European Union[image: External link] High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy[image: External link] Catherine Ashton called his remarks "unacceptable" and reaffirmed the European Union's "absolute commitment to combating racism and anti-Semitism." Ashton went on to say that "the High Representative is deeply disturbed by racist and anti-Semitic statements made by Iranian First Vice President Mohammed Reza Rahimi at the U.N. International Day against Drug Abuse".[22]


	The UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon issued a statement saying that he had "...on many occasions called on Iranian officials to refrain from these kinds of anti-Semitic statements...[and] believes it is the responsibility of leaders to promote harmony and understanding and he deeply regrets expressions of hatred and religious intolerance."[22]


	The Minister for Middle East in the UK Alastair Burt said "We condemn utterly the baseless comments from Iran's Vice-President Rahimi about the Talmud and the Jewish faith, made at a United Nations drugs control event in Tehran this week. Racism and anti-semitism are unacceptable in any circumstance, let alone at an event sponsored by the United Nations. We call upon Iran to correct this scandalous statement, and to ensure that its officials respect the proper international norms and standards in the future."[23]


	Israeli Foreign Minister Avigdor Lieberman said that "Israel would not allow any Jew to be harmed."[19]
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 See also





	Blue Heart Campaign Against Human Trafficking

	
CARICC, Central Asian Regional Information and Coordination Centre

	
Convention against Transnational Organized Crime, 2000

	
Convention on Psychotropic Substances, 1971

	
European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug Addiction EMCDDA

	International Anti-Corruption Academy

	
International Narcotics Control Board (INCB)

	
Not For Sale, official anthem

	Protocol against the Illicit Manufacturing and Trafficking in Firearms

	
Protocol against the Smuggling of Migrants by Land, Sea and Air, 2004

	
Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, especially Women and Children, 2003

	
Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs, 1961

	United Nations Congress on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice

	
United Nations Convention Against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances, 1988
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Yuri Fedotov






Yuri Viktorovich Fedotov ( Russian[image: External link]: Ю́рий Ви́кторович Федо́тов, born 1947) is a high level diplomat of the Russian Federation[image: External link]. Since 2010 he has served as the Executive Director of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) with the rank of Under-Secretary-General, after having previously served as the Ambassador of Russia to the United Kingdom[image: External link].[1]

Fedotov graduated from the Moscow State Institute of International Relations[image: External link] in 1971. He has held many foreign-service positions to the UN[image: External link] and worked at Soviet[image: External link] embassies in Algeria[image: External link] and India[image: External link].

In 2002 he became the Russian Federation's Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs and held this post until 2005.

From 2005 until 2010 he held the post of Ambassador of Russia to the Court of St. James's[image: External link].

Career

Yuri Fedotov currently serves as the Executive Director of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) at the rank of Under-Secretary-General. He was appointed to this position by the UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon[image: External link] on 9 July 2010. He is also Director-General of the UN[image: External link] Office at Vienna[image: External link] UNOV[image: External link]. His roles include the promotion of the key principles (transparency of action, accountability, geographical distribution and gender balance) and pushing forward the reforms launched by the Secretary-General to adapt the United Nations[image: External link] to the global challenges of the 21st century. These challenges entail: climate change, universal access to health, energy, food and water security; increased international and regional cooperation and coordination of space-related activities for development and welfare, human trafficking, protection of youth from drug addiction and HIV/AIDS. Prior to this appointment, Fedotov participated in many discussions among the main deliberative bodies of the UN in New York City[image: External link]. He served as a member of the College of Commissioners of the former UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) in Iraq[image: External link].
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United Nations Office at Vienna






The United Nations Office in Vienna (UNOV) is one of the four major UN[image: External link] office sites where several different UN agencies have a joint presence. The office complex is located in Vienna[image: External link], the capital of Austria, and is part of the Vienna International Centre[image: External link], a cluster of several major international organizations. The UNOV was established on 1 January 1980, and was the third such office established.[1]
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 Constituent agencies




Headquartered at Vienna:


	
International Atomic Energy Agency (has a special agreement on its status)

	International Money Laundering Information Network

	International Narcotics Control Board

	Preparatory Commission for the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty[image: External link]

	United Nations Commission on International Trade Law

	United Nations Industrial Development Organization

	United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs[image: External link]

	United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime



Presence at Vienna:


	International Commission for the Protection of the Danube River[image: External link]

	United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees

	United Nations Information Service[image: External link]

	United Nations Office for Project Services

	Investigations Division of the United Nations Office of Internal Oversight Services[image: External link]


	United Nations Postal Administration[image: External link]

	United Nations Scientific Committee on the Effects of Atomic Radiation[image: External link]

	United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs[image: External link]
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 Visiting




Daily guided tours are provided of the office.[2][3]
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 Cultural works




At the United Nations Office in Vienna there are many artistic works which are placed in the yard or in corridors.


	Persian Scholar Pavilion



In June 2009 Iran donated a scholar pavilion to United Nations Office in Vienna[image: External link] which is placed in the central Memorial Plaza of the Vienna International Center[image: External link].[4] The Persian Scholars Pavilion[image: External link] at United Nations in Vienna[image: External link], Austria is featuring the statues of four prominent Persian figures. Highlighting the Persian architectural[image: External link] features, the pavilion is adorned with Persian art[image: External link] forms and includes the statues of renowned Persian scientists Avicenna[image: External link], Abu Rayhan Biruni[image: External link], Zakariya Razi[image: External link] (Rhazes) and Omar Khayyam[image: External link].[5][6]
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	United Nations headquarters[image: External link]

	United Nations Office at Geneva

	United Nations Office at Nairobi
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	United Nations Office in Vienna[image: External link]



Coordinates: 48°14′5″N 16°25′1″E[image: External link]
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United Nations Development Group






The United Nations Development Group (UNDG) is a consortium of many United Nations[image: External link] agencies, created by the Secretary-General of the United Nations in 1997 to improve the effectiveness of UN development activities at the country level.

Its strategic priorities are to respond to the Triennial comprehensive policy review (TCPR) – which became in 2008 the Quadrennial comprehensive policy review[image: External link] (QCPR) – and global development priorities, as well as to ensure the UN development system becomes more internally focused and coherent. The UNDG strategic priorities give direction to UNDG members' efforts at the global, regional and country level to facilitate a step change in the quality and impact of UN support at the country level.[1] Currently, the UNDG is one of the main UN actors involved in the development of the Post-2015 Development Agenda[image: External link].[2]

UNDG brings together 32 UN agencies and groups, plus five observers working on various development issues.



TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 History




By 1997, there were calls within the United Nations to draw all UN agencies working on development issues together; for the many UN Development Programmes, Funds, and Specialised Agencies were encroaching upon each other's activities.[3][4] This was especially so with the Delivering as One initiative.[5] An initial proposal was to merge the UNICEF, the World Food Programme and the UNFPA[image: External link] into the UNDP. Finally, then Secretary General Kofi Annan[image: External link] worked to form the UNDG and won praise from then UNDP Administrator James Speth[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Members of the UNDG





	UNDP – United Nations Development Programme[image: External link]


	UNICEF – United Nations Children's Fund[image: External link]


	UNFPA – United Nations Population Fund


	WFP – World Food Programme


	OHCHR – Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights[image: External link]


	
UN Women (formerly UNIFEM[image: External link])

	UNOPS – United Nations Office for Project Services


	UNAIDS – Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS


	UN-HABITAT – United Nations Human Settlements Programme


	UNODC – United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime


	WHO – World Health Organization[image: External link]


	DESA – United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs[image: External link]


	IFAD – International Fund for Agricultural Development


	UNCTAD – United Nations Conference on Trade and Development[image: External link]


	UNESCO – United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization[image: External link]


	FAO – Food and Agriculture Organization


	UNIDO – United Nations Industrial Development Organization


	ILO – International Labour Organization


	UNECA – United Nations Economic Commission for Africa[image: External link]


	UNECE – United Nations Economic Commission for Europe[image: External link]


	UNECLAC – United Nations Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean[image: External link]


	UNESCAP – United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific[image: External link]


	UNESCWA – United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia[image: External link]


	OHRLLS – United Nations Office of the High Representative for the Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States[image: External link]


	SRSG/CAC – Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict[image: External link]


	UNEP – United Nations Environment Programme[image: External link]


	UNHCR – United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees


	OSAA – UN Office Special Advisor on Africa


	UNWTO – United Nations World Tourism Organization[image: External link]


	WMO – World Meteorological Organization


	ITU – International Telecommunications Union[image: External link]
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 Observers[6]





	Algeria – International Trade Centre


	
World Bank[image: External link]/World Bank Group[image: External link] (not exactly specified which)

	UNCDF – United Nations Capital Development Fund


	UNFIP – United Nations Fund for International Partnerships[image: External link]


	OCHA – Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs[image: External link]


	UNDPA – United Nations Department of Political Affairs[image: External link]


	UNDPI – United Nations Department of Public Information


	DSG – Director, Office of the Deputy Secretary General


	UNICRI – United Nations Interregional Crime and Justice Research Institute


	UNIDIR – United Nations Institute for Disarmament Research


	UNISDR – United Nations International Strategy for Disaster Reduction[image: External link]


	UNITAR -United Nations Institute for Training and Research


	UNRISD – United Nations Research Institute for Social Development[image: External link]


	UNSSC – United Nations System Staff College[image: External link]


	UNU – United Nations University


	UNV – United Nations Volunteers
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 Leadership and organization
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 Structure




The UNDG is one of the three pillars of the UN system Chief Executives Board[image: External link] (CEB), which furthers coordination and cooperation on a wide range of substantive and management issues facing UN system organizations. The CEB brings the executive heads of UN organizations together on a regular basis under the chairmanship of the Secretary-General. Within the CEB structure, the High-Level Committee on Management works on system-wide administrative and management issues, the High-Level Committee on Programmes considers global policy issues, while the United Nations Development Group deals with operational activities for development with a focus on country-level work.

The Administrator of the UN Development Programme (UNDP) chairs the UNDG. The UNDG Chair reports to the Secretary-General and the CEB on progress in implementing the group’s work plan, and on the management of the Resident Coordinator[image: External link] System. [7]
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 Leadership




The United Nations Economic and Social Council[image: External link] and the United Nations General Assembly provide oversight and mandates for the UNDG.[8][9] The UNDG is overseen by the Economic and Financial Committee (Second Committee) of the General Assembly. The UNDG has provided reports such as the Comprehensive statistical analysis of the financing of operational activities for development of the UN system for 2006[image: External link] and the Comprehensive statistical analysis of the financing of operational activities for development of the UN system for 2007[image: External link] to the General Assembly.

The UNDG's chairperson is the UNDP's Administrator. Since its inception, the following have been the Chair of the UNDG:


	
James Speth[image: External link] (1997–1999)

	
Mark Malloch Brown[image: External link] (1999–2005)

	
Kemal Derviş[image: External link] (2005–2009)

	
Helen Clark[image: External link] (2009–)
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 UNDG Advisory Group




Under Kemal Derviş' leadership, an "Advisory Group", which provides the UNDG Chair with advice and guidance on managing the operational dimensions of the UNDG and the Resident Coordinator[image: External link] System, was established.[8][10] In 2009, the non-rotational members of the advisory group were: the FAO, ILO, UNDP, UNESCO, UNFPA, UNICEF, UNHCR, WFP, WHO and UNIDO. The rotational members (for a period of one year, as of 2016) are: the UNCTAD (representing UNEP, UN Habitat and UNODC) and the Economic and Social Commission for Western Africa (representing all five Regional Commissions).[11]
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 Development Coordination Office




The UN Development Operations Coordination Office (DOCO) is a key component within the UNDG, promoting social and economic progress by providing support. It was key part of UNDG's formation in 1997, uniting the UN system and improve the quality of its development assistance. Coordination leads to more strategic UN support for national plans and priorities, makes operations more efficient, reduces transaction costs[image: External link] for governments, and ultimately helps people attain the Millennium Development Goals and other internationally agreed development objectives. At present is the Secretariat and technical and advisory support unit of the UNDG. It brings together the UN development system to promote change and innovation to deliver together on sustainable development. DOCO works under the leadership of the UNDG Chair and guidance of the UNDG. The team provides field evidence to inform policy, facilitates the achievement of shared results, and promotes excellence in UN leadership and coordination. The core objective is a relevant and impactful UN contribution to development.[12]
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	Delivering as One

	Quadrennial comprehensive policy review[image: External link]

	Reform of the United Nations

	United Nations Development Assistance Plan[image: External link]

	United Nations Development Programme[image: External link]
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Austria






This article is about the country. For other uses, see Austria (disambiguation)[image: External link].

"Österreich" and "Osterreich" redirect here. For the surnames, see Österreich (surname)[image: External link]. For the newspaper, see Österreich (newspaper)[image: External link]. For the Austrian national anthem, see Land der Berge, Land am Strome[image: External link].

Coordinates: 47°20′N 13°20′E[image: External link]

Austria ( i[image: External link]/'astrie, 'o:- /[image: External link];[7][8] German: Österreich [ˈøːstɐˌʁaɪç][image: External link] (  listen[image: External link])), officially the Republic of Austria (German: Republik Österreich,   listen[image: External link] ( help[image: External link]· info[image: External link])), is a federal republic[image: External link] and a landlocked country[image: External link] of over 8.7 million people[2] in Central Europe[image: External link]. It is bordered by the Czech Republic[image: External link] and Germany[image: External link] to the north, Hungary[image: External link] and Slovakia[image: External link] to the east, Slovenia[image: External link] and Italy[image: External link] to the south, and Switzerland[image: External link] and Liechtenstein[image: External link] to the west. The territory of Austria covers 83,879 km2 (32,386 sq mi). The terrain is highly mountainous, lying within the Alps[image: External link]; only 32% of the country is below 500 m (1,640 ft), and its highest point is 3,798 m (12,461 ft).[9] The majority of the population speaks local Bavarian[image: External link] dialects of German[image: External link] as their native language,[10] and Austrian German[image: External link] in its standard form is the country's official language[image: External link].[11] Other local official languages are Hungarian[image: External link], Burgenland Croatian[image: External link], and Slovene[image: External link].[9]

The origins of modern-day Austria date back to the time of the Habsburg dynasty[image: External link], when the vast majority of the country was a part of the Holy Roman Empire[image: External link]. From the time of the Reformation[image: External link], many northern German princes, resenting the authority of the Emperor, used Protestantism[image: External link] as a flag of rebellion. The Thirty Years War[image: External link], the influence of the Kingdom of Sweden[image: External link] and Kingdom of France[image: External link], the rise of the Kingdom of Prussia[image: External link], and the Napoleonic invasions[image: External link] all weakened the power of the Emperor in the north of Germany, but in the south, and in non-German areas of the Empire, the Emperor and Catholicism maintained control. During the 17th and 18th centuries, Austria retained its position as one of the great powers[image: External link] of Europe[12][13] and, in response to the coronation of Napoleon[image: External link] as the Emperor of the French[image: External link], the Austrian Empire[image: External link] was officially proclaimed in 1804. Following Napoleon's defeat, Prussia emerged as Austria's chief competitor for rule of a greater Germany. Austria's defeat by Prussia at the Battle of Königgrätz[image: External link], during the Austro-Prussian War[image: External link] of 1866, cleared the way for Prussia to assert control over the rest of Germany. In 1867, the empire was reformed[image: External link] into Austria-Hungary[image: External link]. After the defeat of France in the 1870-1 Franco-Prussian War[image: External link], Austria was excluded from the new German Empire[image: External link], although in the following decades, its politics, and its foreign policy, increasingly converged with those of the Prussian-led Empire. During the 1914 July Crisis[image: External link] that followed the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria[image: External link] on June 28, Austria-Hungary, emboldened by a pledge of German support, on July 28 declared war on Serbia because that country had not fully complied with an Austrian ultimatum[image: External link]. Austria was thus the first to go to war in the July Crisis, which would ultimately escalate into World War I[image: External link].

After the collapse of the Habsburg (Austro-Hungarian) Empire in 1918 at the end of World War I, Austria adopted and used the name the Republic of German-Austria[image: External link] (Deutschösterreich), later changed to Österreich, in an attempt at union with Germany[image: External link], but this was forbidden under the Treaty of Saint-Germain-en-Laye (1919)[image: External link]. The First Austrian Republic[image: External link] was established in 1919. In 1938 Nazi Germany[image: External link] annexed Austria in the Anschluss[image: External link].[14] This lasted until the end of World War II[image: External link] in 1945, after which Germany was occupied by the Allies[image: External link] and Austria's former democratic constitution was restored. In 1955, the Austrian State Treaty[image: External link] re-established Austria as a sovereign state, ending the occupation. In the same year, the Austrian Parliament[image: External link] created the Declaration of Neutrality[image: External link] which declared that the Second Austrian Republic would become permanently neutral[image: External link].

Today, Austria is a parliamentary representative democracy[image: External link] comprising nine federal states[image: External link].[9][15] The capital and largest city, with a population exceeding 1.7 million, is Vienna[image: External link].[9][16] Other major urban areas of Austria[image: External link] include Graz[image: External link], Linz[image: External link], Salzburg[image: External link] and Innsbruck[image: External link]. Austria is one of the richest countries in the world[image: External link], with a nominal per capita GDP of $43,724[ when?[image: External link]]. The country has developed a high standard of living[image: External link] and in 2014 was ranked 21st in the world for its Human Development Index[image: External link]. Austria has been a member of the United Nations since 1955,[17] joined the European Union[image: External link] in 1995,[9] and is a founder of the OECD[image: External link].[18] Austria also signed the Schengen Agreement[image: External link] in 1995,[19] and adopted the euro[image: External link] currency in 1999.
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 Etymology




Main article: Name of Austria[image: External link]


The German name for Austria, Österreich, meant "eastern realm" in Old High German[image: External link], and is cognate with the word Ostarrîchi, which first appears in the "Ostarrîchi document" of 996.[20] This word is probably a translation of Medieval Latin[image: External link] Marchia orientalis[image: External link] into a local (Bavarian) dialect. Austria was a prefecture of Bavaria created in 976. The word "Austria" is a Latinisation of the German name and was first recorded in the 12th century. At the time, the Danube basin of Austria ( Upper[image: External link] and Lower Austria[image: External link]) was the easternmost extent of Bavaria, and in fact of all the Germans[image: External link], as at the time the territory of the former East Germany[image: External link] was populated by Slavic[image: External link] Sorbs[image: External link] and Polabians[image: External link].

Friedrich Heer[image: External link], a 20th-century Austrian historian, stated in his book Der Kampf um die österreichische Identität (The Struggle Over Austrian Identity),[21] that the Germanic form Ostarrîchi was not a translation of the Latin word, but both resulted from a much older term originating in the Celtic languages[image: External link] of ancient Austria: more than 2,500 years ago, the major part of the actual country was called Norig by the Celtic population (Hallstatt culture[image: External link]); according to Heer, no- or nor- meant "east" or "easterns", whereas -rig is related to the modern German Reich, meaning "realm". Accordingly, Norig would essentially mean the same as Ostarrîchi and Österreich, thus Austria. The Celtic name was eventually Latinised to Noricum[image: External link] after the Romans conquered the area that encloses most of modern-day Austria, around 15 BC. Noricum later became a Roman province[image: External link] in the mid-first century AD.[22] Heer's hypothesis is not accepted by linguists.
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 History




Main article: History of Austria[image: External link]


Settled in ancient times,[15] the Central European land that is now Austria was occupied in pre-Roman times by various Celtic[image: External link] tribes. The Celtic kingdom of Noricum[image: External link] was later claimed by the Roman Empire[image: External link] and made a province. Present-day Petronell- Carnuntum[image: External link] in eastern Austria was an important army camp turned capital city in what became known as the Upper Pannonia province. Carnuntum was home for 50,000 people for nearly 400 years.[23]

After the fall of the Roman Empire, the area was invaded by Bavarians[image: External link], Slavs[image: External link], and Avars[image: External link].[24] Charlemagne[image: External link], King of the Franks, conquered the area in AD 788, encouraged colonization, and introduced Christianity.[24] As part of Eastern Francia[image: External link], the core areas that now encompass Austria were bequeathed to the house of Babenberg[image: External link]. The area was known as the marchia Orientalis[image: External link] and was given to Leopold of Babenberg[image: External link] in 976.[25]

The first record showing the name Austria is from 996, where it is written as Ostarrîchi[image: External link], referring to the territory of the Babenberg March.[25] In 1156, the Privilegium Minus[image: External link] elevated Austria to the status of a duchy. In 1192, the Babenbergs also acquired the Duchy of Styria[image: External link]. With the death of Frederick II[image: External link] in 1246, the line of the Babenbergs was extinguished.[26]

As a result, Ottokar II of Bohemia[image: External link] effectively assumed control of the duchies of Austria, Styria, and Carinthia[image: External link].[26] His reign came to an end with his defeat at Dürnkrut[image: External link] at the hands of Rudolph I of Germany[image: External link] in 1278.[27] Thereafter, until World War I, Austria's history was largely that of its ruling dynasty, the Habsburgs[image: External link].
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 Middle Ages




In the 14th and 15th centuries, the Habsburgs[image: External link] began to accumulate other provinces in the vicinity of the Duchy of Austria. In 1438, Duke Albert V of Austria[image: External link] was chosen as the successor to his father-in-law, Emperor Sigismund[image: External link]. Although Albert himself only reigned for a year, henceforth every emperor of the Holy Roman Empire was a Habsburg, with only one exception.

The Habsburgs began also to accumulate territory far from the hereditary lands. In 1477, Archduke Maximilian[image: External link], only son of Emperor Frederick III[image: External link], married the heiress Maria of Burgundy[image: External link], thus acquiring most of the Netherlands[image: External link] for the family.[28][29] His son Philip the Fair[image: External link] married Joanna the Mad[image: External link], the heiress of Castile[image: External link] and Aragon[image: External link], thus acquired Spain and its Italian, African, and New World[image: External link] appendages for the Habsburgs.[28][29]

In 1526, following the Battle of Mohács[image: External link], Bohemia[image: External link] and the part of Hungary[image: External link] not occupied by the Ottomans came under Austrian rule.[30] Ottoman expansion[image: External link] into Hungary led to frequent conflicts[image: External link] between the two empires, particularly evident in the Long War[image: External link] of 1593 to 1606. The Turks made incursions into Styria[image: External link] nearly 20 times,[31] of which some are cited as "burning, pillaging, and taking thousands of slaves".[32]
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 17th and 18th centuries




During the long reign of Leopold I[image: External link] (1657–1705) and following the successful defence of Vienna[image: External link] in 1683 (under the command of the King of Poland, John III Sobieski[image: External link]),[33] a series of campaigns[image: External link] resulted in bringing most of Hungary to Austrian control by the Treaty of Karlowitz[image: External link] in 1699.

Emperor Charles VI[image: External link] relinquished many of the gains the empire made in the previous years, largely due to his apprehensions at the imminent extinction of the House of Habsburg. Charles was willing to offer concrete advantages in territory and authority in exchange for recognition of the Pragmatic Sanction[image: External link] that made his daughter Maria Theresa[image: External link] his heir. With the rise of Prussia[image: External link], the Austrian–Prussian dualism[image: External link] began in Germany. Austria participated, together with Prussia and Russia, in the first and the third of the three Partitions of Poland[image: External link] (in 1772 and 1795).
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 19th century




Austria later became engaged in a war with Revolutionary France[image: External link], at the beginning highly unsuccessfully, with successive defeats at the hands of Napoleon, meaning the end of the old Holy Roman Empire in 1806. Two years earlier,[34] the Empire of Austria[image: External link] was founded. In 1814, Austria was part of the Allied forces that invaded France and brought to an end the Napoleonic Wars.

It emerged from the Congress of Vienna[image: External link] in 1815 as one of the continent's four dominant powers and a recognised great power[image: External link]. The same year, the German Confederation[image: External link] (Deutscher Bund) was founded under the presidency of Austria. Because of unsolved social, political, and national conflicts, the German lands were shaken by the 1848 revolution[image: External link] aiming to create a unified Germany.[35]

The various different possibilities for a united Germany were: a Greater Germany[image: External link], or a Greater Austria[image: External link] or just the German Confederation without Austria at all. As Austria was not willing to relinquish its German-speaking territories to what would become the German Empire of 1848[image: External link], the crown of the newly formed empire was offered to the Prussian King Friedrich Wilhelm IV[image: External link]. In 1864, Austria and Prussia fought together against Denmark[image: External link] and secured the independence from Denmark of the duchies of Schleswig[image: External link] and Holstein[image: External link]. As they could not agree on how the two duchies should be administered, though, they fought the Austro-Prussian War[image: External link] in 1866. Defeated by Prussia in the Battle of Königgrätz[image: External link],[35] Austria had to leave the German Confederation and subsequently no longer took part in German politics.[36][37]

The Austro-Hungarian Compromise of 1867[image: External link], the Ausgleich, provided for a dual sovereignty, the Austrian Empire[image: External link] and the Kingdom of Hungary[image: External link], under Franz Joseph I[image: External link].[38] The Austrian-Hungarian rule of this diverse empire included various Slavic[image: External link] groups, including Croats, Czechs, Poles, Rusyns[image: External link], Serbs, Slovaks, Slovenes, and Ukrainians, as well as large Italian and Romanian communities.

As a result, ruling Austria–Hungary became increasingly difficult in an age of emerging nationalist movements, requiring considerable reliance on an expanded secret police. Yet, the government of Austria tried its best to be accommodating in some respects: The Reichsgesetzblatt, publishing the laws and ordinances of Cisleithania[image: External link], was issued in eight languages; all national groups were entitled to schools in their own language and to the use of their mother tongue at state offices, for example.
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 20th century




Main article: Republic of German-Austria[image: External link]


As the Second Constitutional Era[image: External link] began in the Ottoman Empire[image: External link], Austria-Hungary took the opportunity to annex Bosnia and Herzegovina[image: External link] in 1908.[39] The assassination[image: External link] of Archduke Franz Ferdinand[image: External link] in Sarajevo[image: External link] in 1914 by Bosnian Serb Gavrilo Princip[image: External link][40] was used by leading Austrian politicians and generals to persuade the emperor to declare war on Serbia, thereby risking and prompting the outbreak of World War I, which eventually led to the dissolution of the Austro-Hungarian Empire. Over one million Austro-Hungarian soldiers died in World War I.[41]

On 21 October 1918, the elected German members of the Reichsrat (parliament of Imperial Austria) met in Vienna as the Provisional National Assembly for German Austria (Provisorische Nationalversammlung für Deutschösterreich). On 30 October the assembly founded the State of German Austria by appointing a government, called Staatsrat. This new government was invited by the Emperor to take part in the decision on the planned armistice with Italy, but refrained from this business.[citation needed[image: External link]]

This left the responsibility for the end of the war, on 3 November 1918, solely to the emperor and his government. On 11 November, the emperor, advised by ministers of the old and the new governments, declared he would not take part in state business any more; on 12 November, German Austria, by law, declared itself to be a democratic republic and part of the new German republic. The constitution, renaming the Staatsrat as Bundesregierung (federal government) and Nationalversammlung as Nationalrat (national council) was passed on 10 November 1920.[citation needed[image: External link]]

The Treaty of Saint-Germain[image: External link] of 1919 (for Hungary the Treaty of Trianon[image: External link] of 1920) confirmed and consolidated the new order of Central Europe which to a great extent had been established in November 1918, creating new states and altering others. Over 3 million German-speaking Austrians found themselves living outside the new Austrian Republic as minorities in the newly formed or enlarged states of Czechoslovakia[image: External link], Yugoslavia[image: External link], Hungary[image: External link], and Italy.[42] These included the provinces of South Tyrol[image: External link] (which became part of Italy) and German Bohemia[image: External link] (Czechoslovakia). The status of German Bohemia (Sudetenland) later played a role in sparking the Second World War.[43]

The status of South Tyrol was a lingering problem between Austria and Italy until it was officially settled by the 1980s with a great degree of autonomy being granted to it by the Italian national government. Between 1918 and 1919, Austria was known as the State of German Austria[image: External link] (Staat Deutschösterreich). Not only did the Entente powers[image: External link] forbid German Austria to unite with Germany, but they also rejected the name German Austria in the peace treaty to be signed; it was, therefore, changed to Republic of Austria in late 1919.[43]

The border between Austria and the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats, and Slovenes[image: External link] (later Yugoslavia) was settled with the Carinthian Plebiscite[image: External link] in October 1920 and allocated the major part of the territory of the former Austro-Hungarian Crownland of Carinthia to Austria. This set the border on the Karawanken[image: External link] mountain range, with many Slovenes remaining in Austria.
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 Interwar period and World War II




Main articles: First Austrian Republic[image: External link], Federal State of Austria[image: External link], Anchluss[image: External link], Nazi Germany[image: External link], and History of the Jews in Austria § The Holocaust in Austria[image: External link]


After the war, inflation began to devalue the Krone, which was still Austria's currency. In autumn 1922, Austria was granted an international loan supervised by the League of Nations.[44] The purpose of the loan was to avert bankruptcy, stabilise the currency, and improve Austria's general economic condition. The loan meant that Austria passed from an independent state to the control exercised by the League of Nations. In 1925, the Schilling[image: External link] was introduced, replacing the Krone at a rate of 10,000:1. Later, it was nicknamed the "Alpine dollar" due to its stability. From 1925 to 1929, the economy enjoyed a short high before nearly crashing[clarification needed[image: External link]] after Black Tuesday[image: External link].

The First Austrian Republic[image: External link] lasted until 1933, when Chancellor Engelbert Dollfuss[image: External link], using what he called "self-switch-off of Parliament"[image: External link], established an autocratic regime tending towards Italian fascism[image: External link].[45][46] The two big parties at this time, the Social Democrats and the Conservatives, had paramilitary armies;[47] the Social Democrats' Schutzbund[image: External link] was now declared illegal, but was still operative[47] as civil war[image: External link] broke out.[45][46][48]

In February 1934, several members of the Schutzbund were executed,[49] the Social Democratic party was outlawed, and many of its members were imprisoned or emigrated.[48] On 1 May 1934, the Austrofascists[image: External link] imposed a new constitution ("Maiverfassung") which cemented Dollfuss's power, but on 25 July he was assassinated in a Nazi[image: External link] coup attempt.[50][51]

His successor Kurt Schuschnigg[image: External link] struggled to keep Austria independent as "the better German state". He announced a referendum on 9 March 1938, to be held on 13 March, concerning Austria's independence from Germany. On 12 March 1938, Austrian Nazis took over government, while German troops occupied the country, which prevented Schuschnigg's referendum from taking place.[52] On 13 March 1938, the Anschluss[image: External link] of Austria was officially declared. Two days later, Austrian-born Hitler[image: External link] announced what he called the "reunification" of his home country with the "rest of the German Reich[image: External link]" on Vienna's Heldenplatz[image: External link]. He established a plebiscite confirming the union with Germany in April 1938.

Parliamentary elections were held in Germany (including recently annexed Austria) on 10 April 1938. They were the final elections to the Reichstag during Nazi rule, and took the form of a single-question referendum asking whether voters approved of a single Nazi-party list for the 813-member Reichstag, as well as the recent annexation of Austria (the Anschluss). Turnout in the election was officially 99.5%, with 98.9% voting "yes". In the case of Austria, Adolf Hitler's native soil, 99.71% of an electorate of 4,484,475 officially went to the ballots, with a positive tally of 99.73%.[53] Although the ballot result was undoubtedly rigged, there undoubtedly was massive genuine support for Hitler for fulfilling the Anschluss,[54] since many Germans from both Austria and Germany saw it as completing the long overdue German unification of all Germans united into one-state.[55]

Austria was incorporated into the Third Reich[image: External link] and ceased to exist as an independent country. The Aryanisation[image: External link] of the wealth of Jewish Austrians started immediately in mid-March, with a so-called "wild" (i.e. extra-legal) phase, but was soon structured legally and bureaucratically to strip Jewish citizens of any assets they possessed. The Nazis called Austria " Ostmark[image: External link]"[52] until 1942, when it was again renamed and called "Alpen-Donau-Reichsgaue".

Though Austrians made up only 8% of the population of the Third Reich,[56] some of the most prominent Nazis were native Austrians, including Adolf Hitler, Ernst Kaltenbrunner[image: External link], Arthur Seyss-Inquart[image: External link], Franz Stangl[image: External link], and Odilo Globocnik[image: External link],[57] as were over 13% of the SS[image: External link] and 40% of the staff at the Nazi extermination camps[image: External link].[56] Vienna fell on 13 April 1945, during the Soviet[image: External link] Vienna Offensive[image: External link], just before the total collapse of the Third Reich. The invading Allied powers, in particular the Americans, planned for the supposed "Alpine Fortress Operation" of a national redoubt, that was largely to have taken place on Austrian soil in the mountains of the eastern Alps. However, it never materialised because of the rapid collapse of the Reich.

Karl Renner[image: External link] and Adolf Schärf[image: External link] (Socialist Party of Austria [Social Democrats and Revolutionary Socialists]), Leopold Kunschak (Austria's People's Party [former Christian Social People's Party]), and Johann Koplenig (Communist Party of Austria) declared Austria's secession from the Third Reich by the Declaration of Independence on 27 April 1945 and set up a provisional government[image: External link] in Vienna under state Chancellor Renner the same day, with the approval of the victorious Red Army[image: External link] and backed by Joseph Stalin[image: External link].[58] (The date is officially named the birthday of the second republic.) At the end of April, most of western and southern Austria were still under Nazi rule. On 1 May 1945, the federal constitution of 1929, which had been terminated by dictator Dollfuss on 1 May 1934, was declared valid again.

Total military deaths[image: External link] from 1939 to 1945 are estimated at 260,000.[59] Jewish Holocaust victims totalled 65,000.[60] About 140,000 Jewish Austrians had fled the country in 1938–39. Thousands of Austrians had taken part in serious Nazi crimes (hundreds of thousands died in Mauthausen-Gusen concentration camp[image: External link] alone), a fact officially recognised by Chancellor Franz Vranitzky[image: External link] in 1992.
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 Contemporary era




Much like Germany, Austria was divided[image: External link] into American, British, French, and Soviet zones and governed by the Allied Commission for Austria[image: External link].[61] As forecast in the Moscow Declaration[image: External link] in 1943, a subtle difference was seen in the treatment of Austria by the Allies.[58] The Austrian government, consisting of Social Democrats, Conservatives, and Communists (until 1947), and residing in Vienna, which was surrounded by the Soviet zone, was recognised by the Western Allies[image: External link] in October 1945 after some doubts that Renner could be Stalin's puppet. Thus, the creation of a separate Western Austrian government and the division of the country was avoidable. Austria, in general, was treated as though it had been originally invaded by Germany and liberated by the Allies.[62]

On 15 May 1955, after talks which lasted for years and were influenced by the Cold War[image: External link], Austria regained full independence by concluding the Austrian State Treaty[image: External link] with the Four Occupying Powers. On 26 October 1955, after all occupation troops had left, Austria declared its "permanent neutrality" by an act of parliament.[63]

The political system of the Second Republic[image: External link] is based on the constitution of 1920 and 1929, which was reintroduced in 1945. The system came to be characterised by Proporz[image: External link], meaning that most posts of political importance were split evenly between members of the Social Democratic Party of Austria[image: External link] (SPÖ) and the Austrian People's Party[image: External link] (ÖVP).[64] Interest group "chambers" with mandatory membership (e.g. for workers, business people, farmers) grew to considerable importance and were usually consulted in the legislative process, so hardly any legislation was passed that did not reflect widespread consensus.[65]

Since 1945, governing via a single-party government has occurred twice: 1966–1970 (ÖVP) and 1970–1983 (SPÖ). During all other legislative periods, either a grand coalition[image: External link] of SPÖ and ÖVP or a "small coalition" (one of these two and a smaller party) ruled the country.

Kurt Waldheim[image: External link], an SS intelligence officer in the Second World War accused of war crimes[image: External link], was elected President of Austria from 1986 to 1992. (Waldheim was member of the NSDAP, he was officer in the army, but was he in the SS? a citation is needed)

Following a referendum in 1994[image: External link], at which consent reached a majority of two-thirds, the country became a member of the European Union[image: External link] on 1 January 1995.[66]

The major parties SPÖ and ÖVP have contrary opinions about the future status of Austria's military nonalignment: While the SPÖ in public supports a neutral role, the ÖVP argues for stronger integration into the EU's security policy; even a future NATO membership is not ruled out by some ÖVP politicians (ex. Dr Werner Fasslabend (OVP) in 1997). In reality, Austria is taking part in the EU's Common Foreign and Security Policy[image: External link], participates in peacekeeping and peace creating tasks, and has become a member of NATO[image: External link]'s "Partnership for Peace"; the constitution has been amended accordingly. Since Liechtenstein[image: External link] joined the Schengen Area[image: External link] in 2011, none of Austria's neighbouring countries performs border controls towards it anymore.
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 Politics




Main article: Politics of Austria[image: External link]


The Parliament of Austria[image: External link] is located in Vienna[image: External link], the country's largest city and capital. Austria became a federal[image: External link], representative democratic[image: External link] republic[image: External link] through the Federal Constitution[image: External link] of 1920. The political system of the Second Republic with its nine states[image: External link] is based on the constitution of 1920, amended in 1929, which was reenacted on 1 May 1945.[67]

The head of state[image: External link] is the Federal President[image: External link] (Bundespräsident), who is directly elected by popular vote. The chairman of the Federal Government[image: External link] is the Federal Chancellor[image: External link], who is appointed by the President. The government can be removed from office by either a presidential decree or by vote of no confidence[image: External link] in the lower chamber of parliament, the Nationalrat[image: External link]. Voting for the Federal President and for the Parliament used to be compulsory in Austria, but this was abolished in steps from 1982 to 2004.[68]

The Parliament of Austria consists of two chambers. The composition of the Nationalrat (183 seats) is determined every five years (or whenever the Nationalrat has been dissolved by the federal president on a motion by the federal chancellor, or by Nationalrat itself) by a general election in which every citizen over 16 years (since 2007) has voting rights[image: External link]. While there is a general threshold of 4% for all parties at federal elections (Nationalratswahlen), there remains the possibility to gain a direct seat, or Direktmandat, in one of the 43 regional election districts.

The Nationalrat is the dominant chamber in the formation of legislation in Austria. However, the upper house of parliament, the Bundesrat[image: External link], has a limited right of veto (the Nationalrat can—in almost all cases—ultimately pass the respective bill by voting a second time. This is referred to as 'Beharrungsbeschluss, lit. "vote of persistence"). A convention, called the Österreich -Konvent[69] was convened on 30 June 2003 to decide upon suggestions to reform the constitution, but failed to produce a proposal that would receive the two-thirds of votes in the Nationalrat necessary for constitutional amendments and/or reform.

With legislative and executive, the courts are the third column of Austrian state powers. Notably the Constitutional Court (Verfassungsgerichtshof) may exert considerable influence on the political system by ruling out laws and ordinances not in compliance with the constitution. Since 1995, the European Court of Justice[image: External link] may overrule Austrian decisions in all matters defined in laws of the European Union. Austria also implements the decisions of the European Court of Human Rights[image: External link], since the European Convention on Human Rights[image: External link] is part of the Austrian constitution.
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 Since 2006




After general elections held in October 2006, the Social Democratic Party[image: External link] (SPÖ) emerged as the strongest party, and the Austrian People's Party[image: External link] (ÖVP) came in second, having lost about 8% of its previous polling.[70][71] Political realities prohibited any of the two major parties from forming a coalition with smaller parties. In January 2007 the People's Party and SPÖ formed a grand coalition with the social democrat Alfred Gusenbauer[image: External link] as Chancellor. This coalition broke up in June 2008.

Elections in September 2008 further weakened both major parties (SPÖ and ÖVP) but together they still held 70% of the votes, with the Social Democrats holding slightly more than the other party. They formed a coalition with Werner Faymann[image: External link] from the Social Democrats as Chancellor. The Green Party came in third with 11% of the vote. The FPÖ and the deceased Jörg Haider[image: External link]'s new party Alliance for the Future of Austria[image: External link], both on the political right, were strengthened during the election but taken together received less than 20% of the vote.

In the legislative elections of 2013[image: External link], the Social Democratic Party received 27% of the vote and 52 seats; People's Party 24% and 47 seats, thus controlling together the majority of the seats. The Freedom Party received 40 seats and 21% of the votes, while the Greens received 12% and 24 seats. Two new parties, Stronach and the NEOS, received less than 10% of the vote, and 11 and nine seats respectively.
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 Foreign relations




Main article: Foreign relations of Austria[image: External link]


The 1955 Austrian State Treaty[image: External link] ended the occupation of Austria following World War II and recognised Austria as an independent and sovereign state. On 26 October 1955, the Federal Assembly[image: External link] passed a constitutional article in which "Austria declares of her own free will her perpetual neutrality". The second section of this law stated that "in all future times Austria will not join any military alliances and will not permit the establishment of any foreign military bases on her territory". Since then, Austria has shaped its foreign policy on the basis of neutrality, but rather different from the neutrality of Switzerland.

Austria began to reassess its definition of neutrality following the fall of the Soviet Union[image: External link], granting overflight rights for the UN-sanctioned action against Iraq[image: External link] in 1991, and since 1995, it has developed participation in the EU's Common Foreign and Security Policy. Also in 1995, it joined NATO[image: External link]'s Partnership for Peace[image: External link] and subsequently participated in peacekeeping missions in Bosnia. Meanwhile, the only part of the Constitutional Law on Neutrality of 1955 still fully valid is not to allow foreign military bases in Austria.

Austria attaches great importance to participation in the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development[image: External link] and other international economic organisations, and it has played an active role in the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe[image: External link] (OSCE). As an OSCE-participating State, Austria's international commitments are subject to monitoring under the mandate of the U.S. Helsinki Commission[image: External link].
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 Military




Main article: Austrian Armed Forces[image: External link]


The manpower of the Austrian Armed Forces (German: Bundesheer) mainly relies on conscription[image: External link]. All males who have reached the age of eighteen and are found fit have to serve a six months compulsory military service[image: External link], followed by an eight-year reserve obligation. Both males and females at the age of sixteen are eligible for voluntary service.[9] Conscientious objection[image: External link] is legally acceptable and those who claim this right are obliged to serve an institutionalised nine months civilian service[image: External link] instead. Since 1998, women volunteers have been allowed to become professional soldiers.

The main sectors of the Bundesheer are Joint Forces (Streitkräfteführungskommando, SKFüKdo) which consist of Land Forces (Landstreitkräfte), Air Forces (Luftstreitkräfte), International Missions (Internationale Einsätze) and Special Forces (Spezialeinsatzkräfte), next to Joint Mission Support Command (Kommando Einsatzunterstützung; KdoEU) and Joint Command Support Centre (Führungsunterstützungszentrum; FüUZ). Austria is a landlocked country[image: External link] and has no navy.

In 2012, Austria's defence expenditures corresponded to approximately 0.8% of its GDP. The Army currently has about 26,000[72] soldiers, of whom about 12,000 are conscripts. As head of state, Austrian President[image: External link] is nominally the Commander-in-Chief of the Bundesheer. Command of the Austrian Armed Forces is exercised by the Minister of Defence, currently Hans Peter Doskozil[image: External link].

Since the end of the Cold War[image: External link], and more importantly the removal of the former heavily guarded "Iron Curtain[image: External link]" separating Austria and its Eastern Bloc[image: External link] neighbours ( Hungary[image: External link] and former Czechoslovakia[image: External link]), the Austrian military has been assisting Austrian border guards in trying to prevent border crossings by illegal immigrants[image: External link]. This assistance came to an end when Hungary and Slovakia[image: External link] joined the EU Schengen Area[image: External link] in 2008, for all intents and purposes abolishing "internal" border controls between treaty states. Some politicians have called for a prolongation of this mission, but the legality of this is heavily disputed. In accordance with the Austrian constitution, armed forces may only be deployed in a limited number of cases, mainly to defend the country and aid in cases of national emergency, such as in the wake of natural disasters[image: External link].[73] They may generally not be used as auxiliary police forces.

Within its self-declared status of permanent neutrality, Austria has a long and proud tradition of engaging in UN-led peacekeeping and other humanitarian missions. The Austrian Forces Disaster Relief Unit[image: External link] (AFDRU), in particular, an all-volunteer unit with close ties to civilian specialists (e.g. rescue dog handlers) enjoys a reputation as a quick (standard deployment time is 10 hours) and efficient SAR[image: External link] unit. Currently, larger contingents of Austrian forces are deployed in Bosnia[image: External link] and Kosovo[image: External link].
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 Administrative divisions




Main article: States of Austria[image: External link]


As a federal republic[image: External link], Austria is divided into nine states[image: External link] (German: Bundesländer).[9] These states are then divided into districts[image: External link] ( Bezirke[image: External link]) and statutory cities ( Statutarstädte[image: External link]). Districts are subdivided into municipalities (Gemeinden). Statutory Cities have the competencies otherwise granted to both districts and municipalities. The states are not mere administrative divisions but have some legislative authority distinct from the federal government, e.g. in matters of culture, social care, youth and nature protection, hunting, building, and zoning ordinances. In recent years, it has been discussed whether today it is appropriate for a small country to maintain ten parliaments.



	


	State[image: External link]
	Capital
	Area

(sq km[image: External link])
	Population

(1 April. 2015)
	GDP (euro)

(2012 Eurostat)
	GDP per capita



	Burgenland[image: External link]
	Eisenstadt[image: External link]
	3,965
	288,472
	7.311 bn
	25,600



	Carinthia[image: External link]
	Klagenfurt[image: External link]
	9,536
	557,754
	17.62 bn
	31,700



	Lower Austria[image: External link]
	Sankt Pölten[image: External link]
	19,178
	1,638,618
	49.75 bn
	30,800



	Salzburg[image: External link]
	Salzburg[image: External link]
	7,154
	539,612
	23.585 bn
	44,500



	Styria[image: External link]
	Graz[image: External link]
	16,401
	1,222,326
	40.696 bn
	33,600



	Tyrol[image: External link]
	Innsbruck[image: External link]
	12,648
	730,444
	28.052 bn
	39,400



	Upper Austria[image: External link]
	Linz[image: External link]
	11,982
	1,439,592
	53.863 bn
	38,000



	Vienna[image: External link]
	415
	1,805,681
	81.772 bn
	47,300



	Vorarlberg[image: External link]
	Bregenz[image: External link]
	2,601
	379,613
	14.463 bn
	38,900









[74]
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 Geography




Main article: Geography of Austria[image: External link]


Austria is a largely mountainous country due to its location in the Alps[image: External link].[75] The Central Eastern Alps[image: External link], Northern Limestone Alps[image: External link] and Southern Limestone Alps[image: External link] are all partly in Austria. Of the total area of Austria (84,000 km2 or 32,433 sq mi), only about a quarter can be considered low lying, and only 32% of the country is below 500 metres (1,640 ft). The Alps of western Austria give way somewhat into low lands and plains in the eastern part of the country.

Austria lies between latitudes 46°[image: External link] and 49° N[image: External link], and longitudes 9°[image: External link] and 18° E[image: External link].

It can be divided into five areas, the biggest being the Eastern Alps[image: External link], which constitute 62% of the nation's total area. The Austrian foothills at the base of the Alps and the Carpathians[image: External link] account for around 12% and the foothills in the east and areas surrounding the periphery of the Pannoni low country amount to about 12% of the total landmass. The second greater mountain area (much lower than the Alps) is situated in the north. Known as the Austrian granite[image: External link] plateau[image: External link], it is located in the central area of the Bohemian Mass and accounts for 10% of Austria. The Austrian portion of the Vienna basin[image: External link] comprises the remaining 4%.

The six highest mountains in Austria are:



	
	Name
	Height
	Range[image: External link]



	1
	Großglockner[image: External link]
	3,798 m
	High Tauern[image: External link]



	2
	Wildspitze[image: External link]
	3,772 m
	Ötztal Alps[image: External link]



	3
	Kleinglockner[image: External link]
	3,770 m
	High Tauern[image: External link]



	4
	Weißkugel[image: External link]
	3,739 m
	Ötztal Alps[image: External link]



	5
	Pöschlturm[image: External link]
	3,721 m
	High Tauern[image: External link]



	6
	Hörtnagelturm[image: External link]
	3,719 m
	High Tauern[image: External link]




Phytogeographically[image: External link], Austria belongs to the Central European province of the Circumboreal Region[image: External link] within the Boreal Kingdom[image: External link]. According to the WWF[image: External link], the territory of Austria can be subdivided into four ecoregions: the Central European mixed forests, Pannonian mixed forests, Alps conifer and mixed forests and Western European broadleaf forests.
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 Climate




The greater part of Austria lies in the cool/temperate climate zone[image: External link], where humid westerly winds predominate. With nearly three-quarters of the country dominated by the Alps, the alpine climate[image: External link] is predominant. In the east—in the Pannonian Plain[image: External link] and along the Danube valley[image: External link]—the climate shows continental features with less rain than the alpine areas. Although Austria is cold in the winter (−10 – 0 °C), summer temperatures can be relatively high,[76] with average temperatures in the mid-20s and a highest temperature of 40.5 °C (105 °F) in August 2013.[77]

According to the Koppen Climate Classification[image: External link] Austria has the following climate types: Oceanic (Cfb)[image: External link], Cool/Warm-summer humid continental (Dfb)[image: External link], Subarctic/Subalpine (Dfc)[image: External link], Tundra/Alpine (ET)[image: External link] and Ice-Cap (EF)[image: External link]. Its important to note though that Austria in general does not get very cold in winter but rather cool in summer at higher altitudes. The subarctic and tundra climates seen around the Alps are much warmer in winter than what is normal elsewhere, this has partly to do with the Oceanic influence on this part of Europe.[77][78][79]






	Climate data for Lech, Vorarlberg (1440 m; average temperatures 1982 - 2012) Dfc, bordering on Dfb.



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Average high °C (°F)
	−0.7

(30.7)
	0.3

(32.5)
	3.5

(38.3)
	7.1

(44.8)
	11.8

(53.2)
	17.4

(63.3)
	16.8

(62.2)
	14.3

(57.7)
	15.1

(59.2)
	9.7

(49.5)
	3.7

(38.7)
	0.1

(32.2)
	8.26

(46.86)



	Daily mean °C (°F)
	−4.5

(23.9)
	−3.7

(25.3)
	−0.6

(30.9)
	2.9

(37.2)
	7.3

(45.1)
	10.6

(51.1)
	12.7

(54.9)
	12.2

(54)
	9.9

(49.8)
	5.6

(42.1)
	0.4

(32.7)
	−3.3

(26.1)
	4.13

(39.43)



	Average low °C (°F)
	−8.2

(17.2)
	−7.6

(18.3)
	−4.7

(23.5)
	−1.3

(29.7)
	2.8

(37)
	6.0

(42.8)
	8.0

(46.4)
	7.7

(45.9)
	5.6

(42.1)
	1.6

(34.9)
	−2.9

(26.8)
	−6.6

(20.1)
	0.03

(32.06)



	Average precipitation[image: External link] mm (inches)
	59

(2.32)
	54

(2.13)
	56

(2.2)
	70

(2.76)
	103

(4.06)
	113

(4.45)
	133

(5.24)
	136

(5.35)
	95

(3.74)
	67

(2.64)
	78

(3.07)
	66

(2.6)
	1,030

(40.56)



	Source #1: [77]



	Source #2: "Lech climate data."[image: External link].









	Climate data for Kühtai, Tyrol(2060 m; average temperatures 1982 - 2012) ET, somewhat close to Dfc.



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Average high °C (°F)
	−3.3

(26.1)
	−3.2

(26.2)
	−0.9

(30.4)
	2.3

(36.1)
	7.0

(44.6)
	10.4

(50.7)
	12.7

(54.9)
	12.3

(54.1)
	9.6

(49.3)
	6.3

(43.3)
	0.5

(32.9)
	−2.4

(27.7)
	4.27

(39.69)



	Daily mean °C (°F)
	−6.6

(20.1)
	−6.5

(20.3)
	−4.2

(24.4)
	−1.1

(30)
	3.4

(38.1)
	6.6

(43.9)
	8.8

(47.8)
	8.6

(47.5)
	6.4

(43.5)
	2.9

(37.2)
	−2.4

(27.7)
	−5.4

(22.3)
	0.87

(33.57)



	Average low °C (°F)
	−9.9

(14.2)
	−9.8

(14.4)
	−7.5

(18.5)
	−4.4

(24.1)
	−0.2

(31.6)
	2.9

(37.2)
	4.9

(40.8)
	4.9

(40.8)
	3.3

(37.9)
	−0.5

(31.1)
	−5.2

(22.6)
	−8.4

(16.9)
	−2.49

(27.51)



	Average precipitation[image: External link] mm (inches)
	73

(2.87)
	66

(2.6)
	80

(3.15)
	87

(3.43)
	115

(4.53)
	126

(4.96)
	148

(5.83)
	138

(5.43)
	96

(3.78)
	74

(2.91)
	83

(3.27)
	72

(2.83)
	1,158

(45.59)



	Source #1: [77]



	Source #2: "Kühtai climate data."[image: External link].
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 Economy




Main article: Economy of Austria[image: External link]


See also: List of Austrian companies[image: External link]


Austria is the 12th richest country in the world[image: External link] in terms of GDP (Gross domestic product) per capita,[80] has a well-developed social market economy[image: External link], and a high standard of living[image: External link]. Until the 1980s, many of Austria's largest industry firms were nationalised; in recent years, however, privatisation[image: External link] has reduced state holdings to a level comparable to other European economies. Labour movements[image: External link] are particularly strong in Austria and have large influence on labour politics. Next to a highly developed industry, international tourism is the most important part of the national economy.

Germany has historically been the main trading partner of Austria, making it vulnerable to rapid changes in the German economy[image: External link]. Since Austria became a member state of the European Union[image: External link], it has gained closer ties to other EU economies, reducing its economic dependence on Germany. In addition, membership of the EU has drawn an influx of foreign investors attracted by Austria's access to the single European market and proximity to the aspiring economies of the European Union. Growth in GDP reached 3.3% in 2006.[81] At least 67% of Austria's imports come from other European Union member states.[82]

Austria indicated on 16 November 2010 that it would withhold the December installment of its contribution to the EU bailout of Greece, citing the material worsening of the Greek debt situation and the apparent inability of Greece to collect the level of tax receipts it had previously promised.[83]

The Eurozone crisis[image: External link] dented the economy of Austria in other ways as well. It caused, for example, the Hypo Alpe-Adria-Bank International[image: External link] to be purchased in December 2009 by the government for 1 euro owing to credit difficulties, thus wiping out the euro 1.63bn of BayernLB[image: External link]. As of February 2014, the HGAA situation was unresolved,[84] causing Chancellor Werner Faymann[image: External link] to warn that its failure would be comparable to the 1931 Creditanstalt[image: External link] event.[85]

Since the fall of communism, Austrian companies have been quite active players and consolidators in Eastern Europe. Between 1995 and 2010, 4,868 mergers and acquisitions[image: External link] with a total known value of 163 bil. EUR with the involvement of Austrian firms have been announced.[86] The largest transactions with involvement of Austrian companies[87] have been: the acquisition of Bank Austria[image: External link] by Bayerische Hypo- und Vereinsbank[image: External link] for 7.8 billion EUR in 2000, the acquisition of Porsche Holding Salzburg[image: External link] by Volkswagen Group[image: External link] for 3.6 billion EUR in 2009,[88] and the acquisition of Banca Comercială Română[image: External link] by Erste Group[image: External link] for 3.7 bil. EUR in 2005.[89]

Tourism accounts for almost 9% of the Austrian gross domestic product.[90] In 2007, Austria ranked 9th worldwide in international tourism receipts, with 18.9 billion US$.[91] In international tourist arrivals[image: External link], Austria ranked 12th with 20.8 million tourists.[91]
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 Infrastructure




Main articles: Transport in Austria[image: External link], Wind power in Austria[image: External link], and Renewable energy in the European Union[image: External link]


In 1972, the country began construction of a nuclear-powered[image: External link] electricity-generation station at Zwentendorf[image: External link] on the River Danube[image: External link], following a unanimous vote in parliament. However, in 1978, a referendum[image: External link] voted approximately 50.5% against nuclear power, 49.5% for,[92] and parliament subsequently unanimously passed a law forbidding the use of nuclear power to generate electricity although the nuclear power plant was already finished.

Austria currently produces more than half of its electricity by hydropower[image: External link].[93] Together with other renewable energy[image: External link] sources such as wind[image: External link], solar[image: External link] and biomass[image: External link] powerplants, the electricity supply from renewable energy amounts to 62.89%[94] of total use in Austria, with the rest being produced by gas[image: External link] and oil[image: External link] power plants.
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 Demographics




Main article: Demographics of Austria[image: External link]


Austria's population was estimated to be 8.72 million in April 2016 by the Statistik Austria[image: External link].[95] The population of the capital, Vienna[image: External link], exceeds 1.8 million[16] (2.6 million, including the suburbs), representing about a quarter of the country's population. It is known for its cultural offerings and high standard of living.

Vienna is by far the country's largest city. Graz[image: External link] is second in size, with 265,778 inhabitants, followed by Linz[image: External link] (191,501), Salzburg[image: External link] (145,871), and Innsbruck[image: External link] (122,458). All other cities have fewer than 100,000 inhabitants.

According to Eurostat[image: External link], in 2010 there were 1.27 million foreign-born residents in Austria, corresponding to 15.2% of the total population. Of these, 764,000 (9.1%) were born outside the EU and 512,000 (6.1%) were born in another EU Member State.[96]

Statistik Austria estimated in 2011 that 81% or 6.75 million residents[1] had no migration background and more than 19% or 1.6 million inhabitants[1] had at least one or more parents of migration background. There are more than 415,000 descendants of foreign-born immigrants[1] residing in Austria, the great majority of whom have been naturalised.

185,592 Turks[image: External link][1] (including a minority of Turkish Kurds[image: External link]) make up the second biggest single ethnic minority in Austria after Germans[image: External link] (2.5%), representing 2.2% of the total population. 13,000 Turks were naturalised in 2003 and an unknown number have arrived in Austria at the same time. While 2,000 Turks left Austria in the same year, 10,000 immigrated to the country, confirming a strong trend of growth.[97] Together, Serbs[image: External link], Croats[image: External link], Bosniaks[image: External link] and Slovenes[image: External link] make up about 5.1% of Austria's total population.

The total fertility rate[image: External link] (TFR) in 2013 was estimated at 1.42 children born per woman,[98] which is lower than the replacement rate of 2.1. In 2014, 41.7% of births were to unmarried women.[99] The life expectancy[image: External link] in 2013 was estimated at 80.04 years (77.13 years male, 83.1 years female).[98]

Foreign-born population – top 15 countries:[100]



	Rank
	Nationality
	Population (1 January 2014)



	1
	Germany
	210,735



	2
	Turkey
	159,958



	3
	Bosnia and Herzegovina
	155,050



	4
	Serbia
	132,553



	5
	Romania
	79,264



	6
	Poland
	66,802



	7
	Hungary
	55,038



	8
	Czech Republic
	40,833



	9
	Croatia
	39,782



	10
	Slovakia
	32,633



	11
	Russia
	30,249



	12
	Italy
	27,720



	13
	Macedonia
	22,430



	14
	Slovenia
	19,663



	15
	Bulgaria
	18,481
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 Largest cities




Main article: List of cities and towns in Austria[image: External link]
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 Language




Austrian German[image: External link] is Austria's official language and, according to the 2001 census, is spoken natively by 88.6% of the population (including the 2.5% Germans who reside in Austria) — followed by Turkish (2.28%), Serbian (2.21%), Croatian (1.63%), English (0.73%), Hungarian (0.51%), Bosnian (0.43%), Polish (0.35%), Albanian (0.35%), Slovenian (0.31%), Czech (0.22%), Arabic (0.22%), Romanian (0.21%), etc.[10]

The official language used in education, publications, announcements and websites is Austrian German[image: External link], which is mostly identical to the German used in Germany but with some vocabulary differences. The German language is standardised between countries of German mother tongue, i.e., Germany, Austria, Switzerland and Liechtenstein, as well as those with significant German speaking minorities: Italy, Belgium and Denmark. (The German dialect speaking population in Alsace-Lorraine in France has no minority rights.) Many local dialects are spoken in Austria, and though their base is Austrian German, their corresponding speakers have certain degrees of difficulty when trying to understand each other.

The Austrian federal states of Carinthia[image: External link] and Styria[image: External link] are home to a significant indigenous Slovene-speaking minority[image: External link] while in the easternmost state, Burgenland[image: External link] (formerly part of the Hungarian portion of Austria–Hungary[image: External link]), there are significant Hungarian[image: External link]- and Croatian[image: External link]-speaking minorities. Of the remaining number of Austria's people that are of non-Austrian descent, many come from surrounding countries, especially from the former East Bloc[image: External link] nations. Guest workers[image: External link] (Gastarbeiter) and their descendants, as well as refugees from the Yugoslav wars[image: External link] and other conflicts, also form an important minority group[image: External link] in Austria. Since 1994 the Roma[image: External link]– Sinti[image: External link] (gypsies) have been an officially recognised ethnic minority in Austria.

According to census information published by Statistik Austria[image: External link] for 2001[10] there were a total of 710,926 foreign nationals living in Austria. Of these, the largest by far are 283,334 foreign nationals from the former Yugoslavia[image: External link] (of whom 135,336 speak Serbian; 105,487 Croatian; 31,591 Bosnian – i.e. 272,414 Austrian resident native speakers in total, plus 6,902 Slovenian and 4,018 Macedonian[image: External link] speakers).

The second largest population of linguistic and ethnic groups are the Turks[image: External link] (including minority of Kurds[image: External link]) with a number of 200,000 to 300,000 who currently live in Austria. The Turks and the Kurds are the largest single immigrant group in Austria,[101] closely followed by the Serbs[image: External link].[102]

The next largest population of linguistic and ethnic groups are the 124,392 who speak German as their mother tongue[image: External link] even though they hail from outside of Austria (mainly immigrants from Germany, some from Switzerland, South Tyrol[image: External link] in Italy, Romania[image: External link], or the former Soviet Union[image: External link]); 123,417 English; 24,446 Albanian; 17,899 Polish; 14,699 Hungarian; 12,216 Romanian; 10,000 Malayali; 7,982 Arabic; 6,891 Slovak; 6,707 Czech; 5,916 Persian; 5,677 Italian; 5,466 Russian; 5,213 French; 4,938 Chinese; 4,264 Spanish; 3,503 Bulgarian. The numbers for other languages fall off sharply below 3,000.

In 2006, some of the Austrian states introduced standardised tests for new citizens, to assure their language ability, cultural knowledge and accordingly their ability to integrate into the Austrian society.[103] For the national rules, see Austrian nationality law – Naturalisation[image: External link].
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 Ethnic groups




Historically Austrians[image: External link] were regarded as ethnic Germans[image: External link] and viewed themselves as such, although this national identity was challenged by Austrian nationalism[image: External link] in the decades after the end of World War I and even more so after World War II.[104][105][106] Austria was part of the Holy Roman Empire of the German Nation[image: External link] until its ending in 1806 and had been part of the German Confederation[image: External link], a loose association of 39 separate German-speaking countries, until the Austro-Prussian war[image: External link] in 1866, which resulted in the exclusion of Austria from the German Confederation and the creation of the North German Confederation[image: External link] led by Prussia. In 1871, Germany was founded as a nation-state[image: External link], Austria was not a part of it[image: External link]. After World War I and the breakup of the Austrian monarchy, politicians of the new republic declared its name to be "Deutschösterreich" (Republic of German-Austria[image: External link]) and that it was part of the German Republic[image: External link]. A unification of the two countries was forbidden by the treaty of Saint-Germain-en-Laye[image: External link] as one of the conditions imposed by the victorious Allies of World War I[image: External link] upon the vanquished nation, to prevent the creation of a territorially extensive German state. Along with the events of World War II and Nazism[image: External link] Austria as a country has made efforts to develop its own distinct national identity[image: External link] among its populace[citation needed[image: External link]], and nowadays most do not consider themselves Germans,[107] while a minority still feels German, a movement historically known as "Grossdeutsch", pointing to the fact that they consider historic boundaries of the German people going beyond the boundaries of the actual states. Today 91.1% of the population are regarded as ethnic Austrians.[108]

Serbs[image: External link] form one of the largest ethnic groups in Austria, numbering around 300,000 people.[109][110][111] Historically, Serbian immigrants moved to Austria during the time of the Austro-Hungarian Empire[image: External link], when Vojvodina[image: External link] was under Imperial control. Following World War II[image: External link] the number of Serbs expanded again, and today the community is very large. The Austrian Serbian Society was founded in 1936. Today, Serbs in Austria are mainly found in Vienna[image: External link], Salzburg[image: External link], and Graz[image: External link].

An estimated 13,000 to 40,000 Slovenes[image: External link] in the Austrian state of Carinthia[image: External link] (the Carinthian Slovenes[image: External link]) as well as Croats[image: External link] (around 30,000)[112] and Hungarians[image: External link] in Burgenland were recognised as a minority and have had special rights following the Austrian State Treaty (Staatsvertrag) of 1955.[63] The Slovenes in the Austrian state of Styria[image: External link] (estimated at a number between 1,600 and 5,000) are not recognised as a minority and do not have special rights, although some believe the State Treaty of 27 July 1955 states otherwise.[citation needed[image: External link]]

The right for bilingual topographic signs for the regions where Slovene and Croat Austrians live alongside the German-speaking population (as required by the 1955 State Treaty) is still to be fully implemented in the view of some, while others believe that the treaty-derived obligations have been met (see below). Many Carinthians are afraid of Slovenian[image: External link] territorial claims,[citation needed[image: External link]] pointing to the fact that Yugoslav troops entered the state after each of the two World Wars[image: External link] and considering that some official Slovenian atlases show parts of Carinthia as Slovene cultural territory. The recently deceased governor, Jörg Haider[image: External link], has made this fact a matter of public argument in autumn 2005 by refusing to increase the number of bilingual topographic signs in Carinthia. A poll by the Kärntner Humaninstitut conducted in January 2006 states that 65% of Carinthians are not in favour of an increase of bilingual topographic signs, since the original requirements set by the State Treaty of 1955 have already been fulfilled according to their point of view.

Another interesting phenomenon is the so-called " Windischen-Theorie[image: External link]" stating that the Slovenes can be split in two groups: actual Slovenes and Windische (a traditional German name for Slavs), based on differences in language between Austrian Slovenes, who were taught Slovene standard language in school and those Slovenes who spoke their local Slovene dialect but went to German schools. The term Windische was applied to the latter group as a means of distinction. This politically influenced theory, dividing Slovene Austrians into the "loyal Windische" and the "national Slovenes", was never generally accepted and fell out of use some decades ago.
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 Religion




Main article: Religion in Austria[image: External link]


In 2001, about 74% of Austria's population were registered as Roman Catholic,[115] while about 5% considered themselves Protestants[image: External link].[115] Austrian Christians, both Catholic and Protestant,[116] are obliged to pay a mandatory membership fee (calculated by income—about 1%) to their church; this payment is called "Kirchenbeitrag" ("Ecclesiastical/Church contribution"). Since the second half of the 20th century, the number of adherents and churchgoers has declined. Data for the end of 2016 from the Austrian Roman Catholic church lists 5,162,622 members, or 58.8% of the total Austrian population. Sunday church attendance[image: External link] was 605,828 or 7% of the total Austrian population in 2015.[117] The Lutheran church also recorded a loss of 74,421 adherents between 2001 and 2016.

About 12% of the population declared that they have no religion[image: External link].[115] in 2001; this share had grown to 20% by 2015.[118] Of the remaining people, around 340,000 are registered as members of various Muslim communities, mainly due to the influx from Turkey[image: External link], Bosnia-Herzegovina[image: External link] and Kosovo[image: External link].[115] About 180,000 are members of Orthodox Churches[image: External link] (mostly Serbs[image: External link]), about 21,000 people are active Jehovah's Witnesses[image: External link][119] and about 8,100 are Jewish[image: External link].[115]

According to the most recent Eurobarometer Poll[image: External link] 2010,[120]


	44% of Austrian citizens responded that "they believe there is a God".

	38% answered that "they believe there is some sort of spirit or life force".

	12% answered that "they do not believe there is any sort of spirit, God, or life force".




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Education




Main article: Education in Austria[image: External link]


Education in Austria is entrusted partly to the Austrian states[image: External link] (Bundesländer) and partly to the federal government. School attendance is compulsory[image: External link] for nine years, i.e. usually to the age of fifteen.

Pre-school[image: External link] education (called Kindergarten in German), free in most states, is provided for all children between the ages of three and six years and, whilst optional, is considered a normal part of a child's education due to its high takeup rate. Maximum class size is around 30, each class normally being cared for by one qualified teacher and one assistant.

Primary education, or Volksschule[image: External link], lasts for four years, starting at age six. The maximum class size is 30, but may be as low as 15. It is generally expected that a class will be taught by one teacher for the entire four years and the stable bond between teacher and pupil is considered important for a child's well-being. The 3Rs[image: External link] (Reading, wRiting and aRithmetic) dominate lesson time, with less time allotted to project work than in the UK. Children work individually and all members of a class follow the same plan of work. There is no streaming[image: External link].

Standard attendance times are 8 am to 12 pm or 1 pm, with hourly five- or ten-minute breaks. Children are given homework daily from the first year. Historically there has been no lunch hour, with children returning home to eat. However, due to a rise in the number of mothers in work, primary schools are increasingly offering pre-lesson and afternoon care.

As in Germany, secondary education consists of two main types of schools, attendance at which is based on a pupil's ability as determined by grades from the primary school. The Gymnasium[image: External link] caters for the more able children, in the final year of which the Matura[image: External link] examination is taken, which is a requirement for access to university. The Hauptschule[image: External link] prepares pupils for vocational education but also for various types of further education (Höhere Technische Lehranstalt[image: External link] HTL = institution of higher technical education; HAK = commercial academy; HBLA = institution of higher education for economic business; etc.). Attendance at one of these further education institutes also leads to the Matura[image: External link]. Some schools aim to combine the education available at the Gymnasium and the Hauptschule, and are known as Gesamtschulen[image: External link]. In addition, a recognition of the importance of learning English has led some Gymnasiums to offer a bilingual stream, in which pupils deemed able in languages follow a modified curriculum, a portion of the lesson time being conducted in English.

As at primary school, lessons at Gymnasium begin at 8 am and continue with short intervals until lunchtime or early afternoon, with children returning home to a late lunch. Older pupils often attend further lessons after a break for lunch, generally eaten at school. As at primary level, all pupils follow the same plan of work. Great emphasis is placed on homework and frequent testing. Satisfactory marks in the end-of-the-year report ("Zeugnis") are a prerequisite for moving up ("aufsteigen") to the next class. Pupils who do not meet the required standard re-sit their tests at the end of the summer holidays; those whose marks are still not satisfactory are required to re-sit the year ("sitzenbleiben").

It is not uncommon for a pupil to re-sit more than one year of school. After completing the first two years, pupils choose between one of two strands, known as "Gymnasium" (slightly more emphasis on arts) or "Realgymnasium" (slightly more emphasis on science). Whilst many schools offer both strands, some do not, and as a result, some children move schools for a second time at age 12. At age 14, pupils may choose to remain in one of these two strands, or to change to a vocational course, possibly with a further change of school.

The Austrian university system had been open to any student who passed the Matura[image: External link] examination until recently. A 2006 bill allowed the introduction of entrance exams for studies such as Medicine. In 2001, an obligatory tuition fee ("Studienbeitrag") of €363.36 per term was introduced for all public universities. There are some non-state exceptions to this, where students can still study for a subsidized education, for example within the campus system of the English Teacher Training College[image: External link]. Since 2008, for all EU students the studies have been free of charge, as long as a certain time-limit is not exceeded (the expected duration of the study plus usually two terms tolerance).[121] When the time-limit is exceeded, the fee of around €363.36 per term is charged. Some further exceptions to the fee apply, e.g. for students with a year's salary of more than about €5000. In all cases, an obligatory fee of €17 is charged for the student union and insurance.
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 Culture




Main article: Culture of Austria[image: External link]
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 Music




Main article: Music of Austria[image: External link]


Austria's past as a European power and its cultural environment generated a broad contribution to various forms of art, most notably among them music. Austria was the birthplace of many famous composers[image: External link] such as Joseph Haydn[image: External link], Michael Haydn[image: External link], Franz Liszt[image: External link], Franz Schubert[image: External link], Anton Bruckner[image: External link], Johann Strauss, Sr.[image: External link] and Johann Strauss, Jr.[image: External link] as well as members of the Second Viennese School[image: External link] such as Arnold Schoenberg[image: External link], Anton Webern[image: External link] and Alban Berg[image: External link]. Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart[image: External link] was born in Salzburg[image: External link], then an independent Church Principality of the Holy Roman Empire[image: External link], which later became part of Austria, and much of Mozart's career was spent in Vienna.

Vienna was for a long time an important centre of musical innovation. 18th- and 19th-century composers were drawn to the city due to the patronage of the Habsburgs, and made Vienna the European capital of classical music. During the Baroque period[image: External link], Slavic and Hungarian folk forms influenced Austrian music.

Vienna's status began its rise as a cultural centre in the early 16th century, and was focused around instruments, including the lute[image: External link]. Ludwig van Beethoven[image: External link] spent the better part of his life in Vienna. Austria's current national anthem[image: External link], attributed to Mozart, was chosen after World War II[image: External link] to replace the traditional Austrian anthem by Joseph Haydn.

Austrian Herbert von Karajan[image: External link] was principal conductor of the Berlin Philharmonic[image: External link] for 35 years. He is generally regarded as one of the greatest conductors of the 20th century, and he was a dominant figure in European classical music from the 1960s until his death.[122]
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 Art and architecture




Further information: List of Austrian artists and architects[image: External link]


Among Austrian Artists and architects one can find the painters Ferdinand Georg Waldmüller[image: External link], Rudolf von Alt[image: External link], Hans Makart[image: External link], Gustav Klimt[image: External link], Oskar Kokoschka[image: External link], Egon Schiele[image: External link], Carl Moll[image: External link], and Friedensreich Hundertwasser[image: External link], the photographers Inge Morath[image: External link] and Ernst Haas[image: External link], and architects like Johann Bernhard Fischer von Erlach[image: External link], Otto Wagner[image: External link], Adolf Loos[image: External link], and Hans Hollein[image: External link] (recipient of the 1985 Pritzker Architecture Prize[image: External link]). Contemporary artist Herbert Brandl.
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 Cinema and theatre




Sascha Kolowrat[image: External link] was an Austrian pioneer of filmmaking. Billy Wilder[image: External link], Fritz Lang[image: External link], Josef von Sternberg[image: External link], and Fred Zinnemann[image: External link] originally came from Austria before establishing themselves as internationally relevant movie makers. Willi Forst[image: External link], Ernst Marischka[image: External link], or Franz Antel[image: External link] enriched the popular cinema in German language speaking countries. Michael Haneke[image: External link] became internationally known for his disturbing cinematic studies, before receiving a Golden Globe[image: External link] for his critically acclaimed film The White Ribbon[image: External link] in 2010.

The first Austrian film director to receive an Academy Award[image: External link] was Stefan Ruzowitzky[image: External link]. A number of Austrian actors were able to pursue a career, the impact of which was sensed beyond national borders. Among them were Peter Lorre[image: External link], Helmut Berger[image: External link], Curd Jürgens[image: External link], Senta Berger[image: External link], Oskar Werner[image: External link], and Klaus Maria Brandauer[image: External link]. Hedy Lamarr[image: External link] and Arnold Schwarzenegger[image: External link] became American as well as international movie stars. The latter also became the 38th Governor of California. Christoph Waltz[image: External link] rose to international fame with his performance in Inglourious Basterds[image: External link], earning the Best Actor Award[image: External link] at Cannes[image: External link] in 2009, and the Academy Award for Best Supporting Actor[image: External link] in 2010 and finally two Oscars. Max Reinhardt[image: External link] was a master of spectacular and astute theatre productions. Otto Schenk[image: External link] not only excelled as a stage actor, but also as an opera director.
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 Science and philosophy




Further information: Austrian School[image: External link], Vienna circle[image: External link], and List of Austrian scientists[image: External link]


Austria was the cradle of numerous scientists with international reputation. Among them are Ludwig Boltzmann[image: External link], Ernst Mach[image: External link], Victor Franz Hess[image: External link] and Christian Doppler[image: External link], prominent scientists in the 19th century. In the 20th century, contributions by Lise Meitner[image: External link], Erwin Schrödinger[image: External link] and Wolfgang Pauli[image: External link] to nuclear research and quantum mechanics[image: External link] were key to these areas' development during the 1920s and 1930s. A present-day quantum physicist[image: External link] is Anton Zeilinger[image: External link], noted as the first scientist to demonstrate quantum teleportation[image: External link].

In addition to physicists[image: External link], Austria was the birthplace of two of the most noteworthy philosophers of the 20th century, Ludwig Wittgenstein[image: External link] and Karl Popper[image: External link]. In addition to them, biologists Gregor Mendel[image: External link] and Konrad Lorenz[image: External link] as well as mathematician Kurt Gödel[image: External link] and engineers such as Ferdinand Porsche[image: External link] and Siegfried Marcus[image: External link] were Austrians.

A focus of Austrian science has always been medicine and psychology, starting in medieval times[image: External link] with Paracelsus[image: External link]. Eminent physicians like Theodore Billroth[image: External link], Clemens von Pirquet[image: External link], and Anton von Eiselsberg[image: External link] have built upon the achievements of the 19th century Vienna School of Medicine. Austria was home to Sigmund Freud[image: External link], founder of psychoanalysis[image: External link], Alfred Adler[image: External link], founder of Individual psychology[image: External link], psychologists Paul Watzlawick[image: External link] and Hans Asperger[image: External link], and psychiatrist Viktor Frankl[image: External link].

The Austrian School[image: External link] of Economics, which is prominent as one of the main competitive directions for economic theory, is related to Austrian economists Carl Menger[image: External link], Joseph Schumpeter[image: External link], Eugen von Böhm-Bawerk[image: External link], Ludwig von Mises[image: External link], and Friedrich Hayek[image: External link]. Other noteworthy Austrian-born émigrés include the management thinker Peter Drucker[image: External link], sociologist Paul Felix Lazarsfeld[image: External link] and scientist Sir Gustav Nossal[image: External link].
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See also: List of Austrian writers[image: External link] and Austrian literature[image: External link]


Complementing its status as a land of artists and scientists, Austria has always been a country of poets, writers, and novelists. It was the home of novelists Arthur Schnitzler[image: External link], Stefan Zweig[image: External link], Thomas Bernhard[image: External link], and Robert Musil[image: External link], of poets Georg Trakl[image: External link], Franz Werfel[image: External link], Franz Grillparzer[image: External link], Rainer Maria Rilke[image: External link], Adalbert Stifter[image: External link], Karl Kraus[image: External link] and children's author Eva Ibbotson[image: External link].

Famous contemporary playwrights and novelists are Nobel prize[image: External link] winner Elfriede Jelinek[image: External link], Peter Handke[image: External link] and Daniel Kehlmann[image: External link].
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Main article: Austrian cuisine[image: External link]


Austria's cuisine is derived from that of the Austro-Hungarian Empire[image: External link]. Austrian cuisine is mainly the tradition of Royal-Cuisine ("Hofküche") delivered over centuries. It is famous for its well-balanced variations of beef and pork and countless variations of vegetables. There is also the "Mehlspeisen" Bakery, which created particular delicacies such as Sachertorte, "Krapfen" which are doughnuts usually filled with apricot jam or custard, and "Strudel" such as " Apfelstrudel[image: External link]" filled with apple, "Topfenstrudel" filled with a type of cheese curd called "topfen", and " Millirahmstrudel[image: External link]" (milk-cream strudel).

In addition to native regional traditions, the cuisine has been influenced by Hungarian[image: External link], Bohemia Czech[image: External link], Jewish[image: External link], Italian, Balkan[image: External link] and French cuisine, from which both dishes and methods of food preparation have often been borrowed. The Austrian cuisine is therefore one of the most multicultural and transcultural in Europe.

Typical Austrian dishes include Wiener Schnitzel[image: External link], Schweinsbraten, Kaiserschmarren[image: External link], Knödel[image: External link], Sachertorte[image: External link] and Tafelspitz[image: External link]. There are also Kärntner Kasnudeln, which are pockets of dough filled with Topfen, potatoes, herbs and peppermint which are boiled and served with a butter sauce. Kasnudeln are traditionally served with a salad. Eierschwammerl[image: External link] dishes are also popular. The sugar block dispenser Pez[image: External link] was invented in Austria, as well as Mannerschnitten[image: External link]. Austria is also famous for its Mozartkugeln[image: External link] and its coffee tradition.

Beer is sold in 0.2 litre (a Pfiff), 0.3 litre (a Seidel, kleines Bier or Glas Bier) and 0.5 litre (a Krügerl or großes Bier or Halbe) measures. At festivals one litre Maß and two litre Doppelmaß in the Bavarian[image: External link] style are also dispensed. The most popular types of beer are lager[image: External link] (known as Märzen in Austria), naturally cloudy Zwicklbier and wheat beer[image: External link]. At holidays like Christmas and Easter bock[image: External link] beer is also available.

The most important wine-producing areas are in Lower Austria[image: External link], Burgenland[image: External link], Styria[image: External link] and Vienna. The Grüner Veltliner[image: External link] grape provides some of Austria's most notable white wines [123] and Zweigelt[image: External link] is the most widely planted red wine grape.[124]

In Upper Austria[image: External link], Lower Austria, Styria and Carinthia[image: External link], Most, a type of cider[image: External link] or perry[image: External link] is widely produced.

Schnapps[image: External link] of typically up to 60% alcohol or fruit brandy[image: External link] is drunk, which in Austria is made from a variety of fruits, for example apricots[image: External link] and rowanberries[image: External link]. The produce of small private schnapps distilleries[image: External link], of which there are around 20,000 in Austria, is known as Selbstgebrannter or Hausbrand.

Local soft drinks such as Almdudler[image: External link] are very popular around the country as an alternative to alcoholic beverages. Another popular drink is the so-called "Spetzi", a mix between Coca-Cola and the original formula of Orange Fanta[image: External link] or the more locally renowned Frucade[image: External link]. Red Bull[image: External link], the highest-selling energy drink in the world, was invented in Austria.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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Main article: Sport in Austria[image: External link]


Due to the mountainous terrain, alpine skiing[image: External link] is a prominent sport in Austria and is extremely valuable in the promotion and economic growth of the country.[125] Similar sports such as snowboarding[image: External link] or ski-jumping[image: External link] are also widely popular. Austrian athletes such as Annemarie Moser-Pröll[image: External link], Franz Klammer[image: External link], Hermann Maier[image: External link], Toni Sailer[image: External link], Benjamin Raich[image: External link], Marlies Schild[image: External link] & Marcel Hirscher[image: External link] are widely regarded as some of the greatest alpine skiers of all time, Armin Kogler[image: External link], Andreas Felder[image: External link], Ernst Vettori[image: External link], Andreas Goldberger[image: External link], Andreas Widhölzl[image: External link], Thomas Morgenstern[image: External link] & Gregor Schlierenzauer[image: External link] as some of the greatest ski jumpers of all time. Bobsleigh[image: External link], luge[image: External link], and skeleton[image: External link] are also popular events with a permanent track located in Igls[image: External link], which hosted bobsleigh and luge competitions for the 1964[image: External link] and 1976 Winter Olympics[image: External link] held in Innsbruck[image: External link]. The first Winter Youth Olympics[image: External link] in 2012 were held in Innsbruck as well.[126]

A popular team sport[image: External link] in Austria is football[image: External link], which is governed by the Austrian Football Association[image: External link].[127] Austria was among the most successful football playing nations on the European continent placing 4th at the 1934 FIFA World Cup[image: External link], 3rd at the 1954 FIFA World Cup[image: External link] and 7th at the 1978 FIFA World Cup[image: External link]. However, recently Austrian football has not been internationally successful. It also co-hosted the 2008 UEFA European Football Championship[image: External link] with Switzerland. The national Austrian football league is the Austrian Bundesliga[image: External link], which includes teams such as record-champions SK Rapid Wien[image: External link], FK Austria Wien[image: External link], Red Bull Salzburg[image: External link] and Sturm Graz[image: External link].

Besides football, Austria also has professional national leagues for most major team sports, including the Austrian Hockey League[image: External link] for ice hockey[image: External link], and the Österreichische Basketball Bundesliga[image: External link] for basketball. Horseback riding is also popular; the famed Spanish Riding School of Vienna[image: External link] is located in Vienna.

Niki Lauda[image: External link] is a former Formula One[image: External link] driver who was three times F1 World Champion, winning in 1975, 1977 and 1984. He is currently the only driver to have been champion for both Ferrari and McLaren, the sport's two most successful constructors. Other known Austrian F1 drivers are for example Gerhard Berger[image: External link] and Jochen Rindt[image: External link]. Austria also hosts F1 races (Austrian Grand Prix[image: External link]); now held at Red Bull Ring[image: External link], in the past also at Österreichring[image: External link] and Zeltweg Airfield[image: External link].

Thomas Muster[image: External link] is a former tennis[image: External link] player and one of the greatest clay courters of all time. He won the 1995 French Open[image: External link] and in 1996 he was ranked number 1[image: External link] in the ATP Ranking[image: External link]. Other known Austrian tennis players are for example Horst Skoff[image: External link], Jürgen Melzer[image: External link] and Dominic Thiem[image: External link].

Sport played a significant role in developing national consciousness and boosting national self-confidence in the early years of the Second Republic after World War II, through events such as the Tour of Austria[image: External link] cycle race and through sporting successes such as the national football team's run to third at the 1954 World Cup and the performances of Toni Sailer and the rest of the "Kitzbühel Miracle Team" in the 1950s.[128][129]
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Crime






For other uses, see Crime (disambiguation)[image: External link].

"Criminal" redirects here. For other uses, see Criminal (disambiguation)[image: External link].

"Offender" redirects here. For the film, see Offender (film)[image: External link].

"Lawbreaker" redirects here. For other uses, see Lawbreaker (disambiguation)[image: External link].

In ordinary language, a crime is an unlawful act punishable by a state[image: External link] or other authority.[1] The term "crime" does not, in modern criminal law[image: External link], have any simple and universally accepted definition,[2] though statutory[image: External link] definitions have been provided for certain purposes.[3] The most popular view is that crime is a category[image: External link] created by law[image: External link]; in other words, something is a crime if declared as such by the relevant and applicable law.[2] One proposed definition is that a crime or offence (or criminal offence) is an act harmful not only to some individual but also to a community, society or the state ("a public wrong[image: External link]"). Such acts are forbidden and punishable by law.[1][4]

The notion that acts such as murder[image: External link], rape[image: External link] and theft[image: External link] are to be prohibited exists worldwide.[5] What precisely is a criminal offence is defined by criminal law[image: External link] of each country[image: External link]. While many have a catalogue of crimes called the criminal code[image: External link], in some common law[image: External link] countries no such comprehensive statute exists.

The state ( government[image: External link]) has the power to severely restrict one's liberty[image: External link] for committing a crime. In modern societies[image: External link], there are procedures[image: External link] to which investigations and trials[image: External link] must adhere. If found guilty[image: External link], an offender may be sentenced[image: External link] to a form of reparation such as a community sentence[image: External link], or, depending on the nature of their offence, to undergo imprisonment[image: External link], life imprisonment[image: External link] or, in some jurisdictions[image: External link], execution[image: External link].

Usually, to be classified as a crime, the "act of doing something criminal" (actus reus[image: External link]) must – with certain exceptions[image: External link] – be accompanied by the "intention to do something criminal" (mens rea[image: External link]).[4]

While every crime violates the law, not every violation of the law counts as a crime. Breaches of private law[image: External link] ( torts[image: External link] and breaches of contract[image: External link]) are not automatically punished by the state, but can be enforced through civil procedure[image: External link].



TOP
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 Overview




When informal relationships and sanctions prove insufficient to establish and maintain a desired social order[image: External link], a government or a state[image: External link] may impose more formalized or stricter systems of social control[image: External link]. With institutional and legal machinery at their disposal, agents of the State[image: External link] can compel populations[image: External link] to conform to codes and can opt to punish or attempt to reform those who do not conform.

Authorities employ various mechanisms to regulate (encouraging or discouraging) certain behaviors in general. Governing or administering agencies may for example codify rules into laws, police citizens and visitors to ensure that they comply with those laws, and implement other policies and practices that legislators or administrators have prescribed with the aim of discouraging or preventing crime. In addition, authorities provide remedies[image: External link] and sanctions[image: External link], and collectively these constitute a criminal justice system. Legal sanctions vary widely in their severity; they may include (for example) incarceration of temporary character aimed at reforming the convict. Some jurisdictions have penal codes written to inflict permanent harsh punishments: legal mutilation[image: External link], capital punishment[image: External link] or life without parole[image: External link].

Usually a natural person[image: External link] perpetrates a crime, but legal persons[image: External link] may also commit crimes. Conversely, at least under U.S. law, nonpersons such as animals cannot commit crimes.[6]

The sociologist Richard Quinney[image: External link] has written about the relationship between society and crime. When Quinney states "crime is a social phenomenon" he envisages both how individuals conceive crime and how populations perceive it, based on societal norms.[7]
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 Etymology




The word crime is derived from the Latin[image: External link] root cernō, meaning "I decide, I give judgment". Originally the Latin word crīmen meant " charge[image: External link]" or "cry of distress."[8] The Ancient Greek[image: External link] word krima (κρίμα), from which the Latin cognate derives, typically referred to an intellectual mistake or an offense against the community, rather than a private or moral wrong.[9]

In 13th century English[image: External link] crime meant "sinfulness", according to etymonline.com[image: External link]. It was probably brought to England as Old French crimne (12th century form of Modern French[image: External link] crime), from Latin crimen (in the genitive case: criminis). In Latin, crimen could have signified any one of the following: " charge[image: External link], indictment[image: External link], accusation[image: External link]; crime, fault[image: External link], offense".

The word may derive from the Latin cernere – "to decide, to sift" (see crisis[image: External link], mapped on Kairos[image: External link] and Chronos[image: External link]). But Ernest Klein[image: External link] (citing Karl Brugmann[image: External link]) rejects this and suggests *cri-men, which originally would have meant "cry of distress". Thomas G. Tucker suggests a root in " cry[image: External link]" words and refers to English plaint[image: External link], plaintiff[image: External link], and so on. The meaning "offense punishable by law" dates from the late 14th century. The Latin word is glossed[image: External link] in Old English by facen, also "deceit, fraud, treachery", [cf. fake]. Crime wave is first attested in 1893 in American English[image: External link].
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 England and Wales




Whether a given act or omission constitutes a crime does not depend on the nature of that act or omission. It depends on the nature of the legal consequences that may follow it.[10] An act or omission is a crime if it is capable of being followed by what are called criminal proceedings.[11][12]

History

The following definition of "crime" was provided by the Prevention of Crimes Act 1871, and applied[13] for the purposes of section 10 of the Prevention of Crime Act 1908:


The expression "crime" means, in England[image: External link] and Ireland[image: External link], any felony[image: External link] or the offence of uttering[image: External link] false or counterfeit coin, or of possessing counterfeit gold or silver coin, or the offence of obtaining goods or money by false pretences[image: External link], or the offence of conspiracy to defraud[image: External link], or any misdemeanour[image: External link] under the fifty-eighth section of the Larceny Act, 1861[image: External link].
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 Scotland




For the purpose of section 243 of the Trade Union and Labour Relations (Consolidation) Act 1992[image: External link], a crime means an offence punishable on indictment[image: External link], or an offence punishable on summary conviction[image: External link], and for the commission of which the offender is liable under the statute[image: External link] making the offence punishable to be imprisoned either absolutely or at the discretion of the court as an alternative for some other punishment.[14]
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 Sociology




A normative[image: External link] definition[image: External link] views crime as deviant behavior[image: External link] that violates prevailing norms[image: External link] – cultural[image: External link] standards prescribing how humans ought to behave normally. This approach considers the complex realities surrounding the concept of crime and seeks to understand how changing social[image: External link], political[image: External link], psychological[image: External link], and economic[image: External link] conditions may affect changing definitions of crime and the form of the legal, law-enforcement[image: External link], and penal responses made by society.

These structural[image: External link] realities remain fluid and often contentious. For example: as cultures change and the political environment shifts, societies may criminalise[image: External link] or decriminalise[image: External link] certain behaviours, which directly affects the statistical[image: External link] crime rates[image: External link], influence the allocation of resources for the enforcement of laws[image: External link], and (re-)influence the general public opinion[image: External link].

Similarly, changes in the collection and/or calculation of data on crime may affect the public perceptions of the extent of any given "crime problem". All such adjustments to crime statistics[image: External link], allied with the experience of people in their everyday lives, shape attitudes on the extent to which the State should use law or social engineering[image: External link] to enforce or encourage any particular social norm[image: External link]. Behaviour can be controlled and influenced by a society in many ways without having to resort to the criminal justice system.

Indeed, in those cases where no clear consensus[image: External link] exists on a given norm, the drafting of criminal law[image: External link] by the group in power[image: External link] to prohibit the behaviour of another group may seem to some observers an improper limitation of the second group's freedom[image: External link], and the ordinary members of society have less respect for the law or laws in general – whether the authorities actually enforce the disputed law or not.
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 Other definitions




Legislatures[image: External link] can pass laws (called mala prohibita[image: External link]) that define crimes against social norms. These laws vary from time to time and from place to place: note variations in gambling[image: External link] laws, for example, and the prohibition or encouragement of duelling[image: External link] in history. Other crimes, called mala in se[image: External link], count as outlawed in almost all societies, ( murder[image: External link], theft[image: External link] and rape[image: External link], for example).

English criminal law[image: External link] and the related criminal law of Commonwealth[image: External link] countries can define offences that the courts alone have developed over the years, without any actual legislation: common law offences[image: External link]. The courts used the concept of malum in se[image: External link] to develop various common law offences.[15]
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Main article: Criminalization[image: External link]


One can view criminalization as a procedure deployed by society as a preemptive harm-reduction device, using the threat of punishment as a deterrent[image: External link] to anyone proposing to engage in the behavior causing harm. The State becomes involved because governing entities can become convinced that the costs of not criminalizing (through allowing the harms to continue unabated) outweigh the costs of criminalizing it (restricting individual liberty[image: External link], for example, to minimize harm to others).

Criminalization may provide future harm reduction at least to the outside population, assuming those shamed or incarcerated or otherwise restrained for committing crimes start out more prone to criminal behaviour. Likewise, one might assume[original research?[image: External link]] that criminalizing acts that in themselves do not harm other people ("victimless crimes[image: External link]") may prevent subsequent harmful acts (assuming that people "prone" to commit these acts may tend to commit harmful actions in general). Some[ who?[image: External link]] see the criminalization of "victimless crimes" as a pretext for imposing personal, religious or moral convictions on otherwise productive citizens or taxpayers.

Some commentators[ who?[image: External link]] may[original research?[image: External link]] see criminalization as a way to make potential criminals pay[image: External link] or suffer for their prospective crimes. In this case, criminalization becomes a way to set the price that one must pay to society for certain actions considered detrimental to society as a whole. An extreme view might see criminalization as State-sanctioned revenge[image: External link].

States control the process of criminalization because:


	Even if victims[image: External link] recognize their own role as victims, they may not have the resources to investigate and seek legal redress for the injuries suffered: the enforcers formally appointed by the State often have better access to expertise and resources.

	The victims may only want compensation for the injuries suffered, while remaining indifferent to a possible desire for deterrence[image: External link].[16]





	
Fear[image: External link] of retaliation[image: External link] may deter victims or witnesses of crimes from taking any action. Even in policed societies, fear may inhibit from reporting incidents or from co-operating in a trial[image: External link].

	Victims, on their own, may lack the economies of scale that could allow them to administer a penal system, let alone to collect any fines levied by a court.[17] Garoupa & Klerman (2002) warn that a rent-seeking[image: External link] government has as its primary motivation to maximize revenue and so, if offenders have sufficient wealth, a rent-seeking government will act more aggressively than a social-welfare[image: External link]-maximizing government in enforcing laws against minor crimes (usually with a fixed penalty such as parking and routine traffic violations), but more laxly in enforcing laws against major crimes.

	As a result of the crime, victims may die or become incapacitated.
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 Labelling theory




Further information: Labeling theory § The "criminal"[image: External link]


The label[image: External link] of "crime" and the accompanying social stigma[image: External link] normally confine their scope to those activities seen as injurious to the general population or to the State, including some that cause serious loss or damage to individuals. Those who apply the labels of "crime" or "criminal" intend to assert the hegemony[image: External link] of a dominant population, or to reflect a consensus of condemnation for the identified behavior and to justify any punishments prescribed by the State (in the event that standard processing[image: External link] tries[image: External link] and convicts[image: External link] an accused person of a crime).
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 Natural-law theory




Justifying the State's use of force[image: External link] to coerce compliance with its laws has proven a consistent theoretical problem. One of the earliest justifications involved the theory of natural law[image: External link]. This posits that the nature of the world or of human beings underlies the standards of morality[image: External link] or constructs them. Thomas Aquinas[image: External link] wrote in the 13th century: "the rule and measure of human acts is the reason[image: External link], which is the first principle of human acts" (Aquinas, ST I-II, Q.90, A.I). He regarded people as by nature rational[image: External link] beings, concluding that it becomes morally appropriate that they should behave in a way that conforms to their rational nature. Thus, to be valid, any law must conform to natural law and coercing people to conform to that law is morally acceptable. In the 1760s William Blackstone[image: External link] (1979: 41) described the thesis:


	"This law of nature, being co-eval with mankind and dictated by God himself, is of course superior in obligation to any other. It is binding over all the globe, in all countries, and at all times: no human laws are of any validity, if contrary to this; and such of them as are valid derive all their force, and all their authority, mediately or immediately, from this original."



But John Austin[image: External link] (1790–1859), an early positivist[image: External link], applied utilitarianism[image: External link] in accepting the calculating nature of human beings and the existence of an objective morality. He denied that the legal validity of a norm depends on whether its content conforms to morality. Thus in Austinian terms a moral code can objectively determine what people ought to do, the law can embody whatever norms the legislature decrees to achieve social utility, but every individual remains free to choose what to do. Similarly, Hart[image: External link] (1961) saw the law as an aspect of sovereignty[image: External link], with lawmakers able to adopt any law as a means to a moral end.

Thus the necessary and sufficient conditions for the truth of a proposition of law simply involved internal logic[image: External link] and consistency[image: External link], and that the state's agents used state power with responsibility[image: External link]. Ronald Dworkin[image: External link] (2005) rejects Hart's theory and proposes that all individuals should expect the equal respect and concern of those who govern them as a fundamental political right. He offers a theory of compliance overlaid by a theory of deference[image: External link] (the citizen's duty to obey the law) and a theory of enforcement, which identifies the legitimate goals of enforcement and punishment. Legislation must conform to a theory of legitimacy, which describes the circumstances under which a particular person or group is entitled to make law, and a theory of legislative justice, which describes the law they are entitled or obliged to make.

Indeed, despite everything, the majority[citation needed[image: External link]] of natural-law theorists have accepted the idea of enforcing the prevailing morality as a primary function of the law. This view entails the problem that it makes any moral criticism of the law impossible: if conformity with natural law forms a necessary condition for legal validity, all valid law must, by definition, count as morally just. Thus, on this line of reasoning, the legal validity of a norm necessarily entails its moral justice.[clarification needed[image: External link]]

One can solve this problem by granting some degree of moral relativism[image: External link] and accepting that norms may evolve over time and, therefore, one can criticize the continued enforcement of old laws in the light of the current norms. People may find such law acceptable, but the use of State power to coerce citizens to comply with that law lacks moral justification. More recent conceptions of the theory characterise crime as the violation of individual rights[image: External link].

Since society considers so many rights as natural (hence the term " right[image: External link]") rather than man-made, what constitutes a crime also counts as natural, in contrast to laws (seen as man-made). Adam Smith[image: External link] illustrates this view, saying that a smuggler[image: External link] would be an excellent citizen, "...had not the laws of his country made that a crime which nature never meant to be so."

Natural-law theory therefore distinguishes between "criminality" (which derives from human nature) and "illegality" (which originates with the interests of those in power[image: External link]). Lawyers sometimes express the two concepts with the phrases malum in se[image: External link] and malum prohibitum[image: External link] respectively. They regard a "crime malum in se" as inherently criminal; whereas a "crime malum prohibitum" (the argument goes) counts as criminal only because the law has decreed it so.

It follows from this view that one can perform an illegal act without committing a crime, while a criminal act could be perfectly legal. Many Enlightenment[image: External link] thinkers (such as Adam Smith and the American Founding Fathers[image: External link]) subscribed to this view to some extent, and it remains influential among so-called classical liberals[image: External link][citation needed[image: External link]] and libertarians[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 History




Some religious communities regard sin[image: External link] as a crime; some may even highlight the crime of sin very early in legendary or mythological accounts of origins – note the tale of Adam and Eve[image: External link] and the theory of original sin[image: External link]. What one group considers a crime may cause or ignite war[image: External link] or conflict. However, the earliest known civilizations[image: External link] had codes of law[image: External link], containing both civil[image: External link] and penal rules mixed together, though not always in recorded form.

The Sumerians[image: External link] produced the earliest surviving written codes.[18] Urukagina[image: External link] (reigned c. 2380 BC – c. 2360 BC, short chronology[image: External link]) had an early code that has not survived; a later king, Ur-Nammu[image: External link], left the earliest extant written law system, the Code of Ur-Nammu[image: External link] (c. 2100 – c. 2050 BC), which prescribed a formal system of penalties for specific cases in 57 articles. The Sumerians later issued other codes, including the "code of Lipit-Ishtar[image: External link]". This code, from the 20th century BCE, contains some fifty articles, and scholars have reconstructed it by comparing several sources.


The Sumerian was deeply conscious of his personal rights and resented any encroachment on them, whether by his King, his superior, or his equal. No wonder that the Sumerians were the first to compile laws and law codes.

— Kramer[19]



Successive legal codes in Babylon[image: External link], including the code of Hammurabi[image: External link] (c. 1790 BC), reflected Mesopotamian[image: External link] society's belief that law derived from the will of the gods[image: External link] (see Babylonian law[image: External link]).[20] Many states at this time functioned as theocracies[image: External link], with codes of conduct largely religious in origin or reference. In the Sanskrit texts of Dharmaśāstra[image: External link] (c. 1250 BC), issues such as legal and religious duties, code of conduct, penalties and remedies, etc. have been discussed and forms one of the elaborate and earliest source of legal code.[21][22]

Sir Henry Maine[image: External link] (1861) studied the ancient codes available in his day, and failed to find any criminal law in the "modern" sense of the word. While modern systems distinguish between offences against the "State" or "community", and offences against the "individual", the so-called penal law of ancient communities did not deal with "crimes" (Latin: crimina), but with "wrongs" (Latin: delicta). Thus the Hellenic laws[23] treated all forms of theft[image: External link], assault[image: External link], rape[image: External link], and murder as private wrongs, and left action for enforcement up to the victims or their survivors. The earliest systems seem to have lacked formal courts.

The Romans[image: External link] systematized law and applied their system across the Roman Empire[image: External link]. Again, the initial rules of Roman law[image: External link] regarded assaults as a matter of private compensation. The most significant Roman law concept involved dominion.[24] The pater familias[image: External link] owned all the family and its property (including slaves); the pater enforced matters involving interference with any property. The Commentaries of Gaius[image: External link] (written between 130 and 180 AD) on the Twelve Tables[image: External link] treated furtum (in modern parlance: "theft") as a tort[image: External link].

Similarly, assault and violent robbery[image: External link] involved trespass[image: External link] as to the pater's property (so, for example, the rape of a slave could become the subject of compensation to the pater as having trespassed on his "property"), and breach of such laws created a vinculum juris (an obligation of law) that only the payment of monetary compensation (modern " damages[image: External link]") could discharge. Similarly, the consolidated Teutonic laws[image: External link] of the Germanic tribes[image: External link],[25] included a complex system of monetary compensations for what courts would now consider the complete[citation needed[image: External link]] range of criminal offences against the person, from murder down.

Even though Rome abandoned its Britannic provinces[image: External link] around 400 AD, the Germanic mercenaries – who had largely become instrumental in enforcing Roman rule in Britannia – acquired ownership of land there and continued to use a mixture of Roman and Teutonic Law, with much written down under the early Anglo-Saxon kings[image: External link].[26] But only when a more centralized English monarchy emerged following the Norman invasion[image: External link], and when the kings of England attempted to assert power over the land and its peoples, did the modern concept emerge, namely of a crime not only as an offence against the "individual", but also as a wrong against the "State".[27]

This idea came from common law[image: External link], and the earliest conception of a criminal act involved events of such major significance that the "State" had to usurp the usual functions of the civil tribunals, and direct a special law or privilegium against the perpetrator. All the earliest English criminal trials involved wholly extraordinary and arbitrary courts without any settled law to apply, whereas the civil (delictual) law operated in a highly developed and consistent manner (except where a king[image: External link] wanted to raise money by selling a new form of writ[image: External link]). The development of the idea that the "State" dispenses justice[image: External link] in a court only emerges in parallel with or after the emergence of the concept of sovereignty[image: External link].

In continental Europe, Roman law persisted, but with a stronger influence from the Christian Church.[28] Coupled with the more diffuse political structure based on smaller feudal units, various legal traditions emerged, remaining more strongly rooted in Roman jurisprudence[image: External link], but modified to meet the prevailing political climate[image: External link].

In Scandinavia the effect of Roman law did not become apparent until the 17th century, and the courts grew out of the things[image: External link] – the assemblies of the people. The people decided the cases (usually with largest freeholders dominating). This system later gradually developed into a system with a royal judge nominating a number of the most esteemed men of the parish as his board, fulfilling the function of "the people" of yore.

From the Hellenic[image: External link] system onwards, the policy rationale for requiring the payment of monetary compensation for wrongs committed has involved the avoidance of feuding[image: External link] between clans[image: External link] and families[image: External link].[29] If compensation could mollify families' feelings, this would help to keep the peace. On the other hand, the institution of oaths also played down the threat of feudal warfare[image: External link]. Both in archaic Greece and in medieval[image: External link] Scandinavia[image: External link], an accused person walked free if he could get a sufficient number of male relatives to swear him not guilty. (Compare the United Nations Security Council[image: External link], in which the veto[image: External link] power of the permanent members ensures that the organization does not become involved in crises where it could not enforce its decisions.)

These means of restraining private feuds[image: External link] did not always work, and sometimes prevented the fulfillment of justice. But in the earliest times the "state" did not always provide an independent policing force. Thus criminal law grew out of what 21st-century lawyers would call torts; and, in real terms, many acts and omissions classified as crimes actually overlap with civil-law concepts.

The development of sociological[image: External link] thought from the 19th century onwards prompted some fresh views on crime and criminality, and fostered the beginnings of criminology[image: External link] as a study of crime in society. Nietzsche[image: External link] noted a link between crime and creativity[image: External link] – in The Birth of Tragedy[image: External link] he asserted:[ context?[image: External link]] "The best and brightest that man can acquire he must obtain by crime". In the 20th century Michel Foucault[image: External link] in Discipline and Punish[image: External link] made a study of criminalization[image: External link] as a coercive method of state control.
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 Classification and categorisation
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 Categorisation by type




The following classes of offences are used, or have been used, as legal terms of art:[clarification needed[image: External link]]


	
Offence against the person[image: External link][30]


	
Violent offence[image: External link][31]


	
Sexual offence[image: External link][31]


	
Offence against property[image: External link][30]




Researchers and commentators have classified crimes into the following categories, in addition to those above:


	
Forgery[image: External link], personation[image: External link] and cheating[image: External link][32]


	Firearms and offensive weapons[33]


	Offences against the State/offences against the Crown and Government[34]/political offences[35]


	
Harmful or dangerous drugs[image: External link][36]


	Offences against religion[image: External link] and public worship[37]


	Offences against public justice[38]/offences against the administration of public justice[39]


	
Public order offence[image: External link][40]


	
Commerce[image: External link], financial markets[image: External link] and insolvency[image: External link][41]


	Offences against public morals[image: External link] and public policy[image: External link][42]


	
Motor vehicle offences[image: External link][43]


	
Conspiracy[image: External link], incitement[image: External link] and attempt[image: External link] to commit crime[44]


	Inchoate offence[image: External link]

	Juvenile delinquency[image: External link]

	Victimless crime[image: External link]
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 Categorisation by penalty




One can categorise crimes depending on the related punishment, with sentencing[image: External link] tariffs[image: External link] prescribed in line with the perceived seriousness of the offence. Thus fines[image: External link] and noncustodial sentences may address the crimes seen as least serious, with lengthy imprisonment or (in some jurisdictions) capital punishment[image: External link] reserved for the most serious.
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 Common law




Under the common law of England[image: External link], crimes were classified as either treason[image: External link], felony[image: External link] or misdemeanour[image: External link], with treason sometimes being included with the felonies. This system was based on the perceived seriousness of the offence. It is still used in the United States but the distinction between felony and misdemeanour is abolished in England and Wales[image: External link] and Northern Ireland[image: External link].
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 Classification by mode of trial




The following classes of offence are based on mode of trial:


	Indictable-only offence[image: External link]

	Indictable offence[image: External link]

	
Hybrid offence[image: External link], a.k.a. either-way offence in England and Wales

	
Summary offence[image: External link], a.k.a. infraction[image: External link] in the US
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 Classification by origin




In common law countries, crimes may be categorised into common law offences[image: External link] and statutory[image: External link] offences. In the US, Australia and Canada (in particular), they are divided into federal crimes[image: External link] and under state crimes.
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 Other classifications





	Arrestable offence[image: External link]
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 U.S. classification




In the United States since 1930, the FBI[image: External link] has tabulated Uniform Crime Reports[image: External link] (UCR) annually from crime data submitted by law enforcement[image: External link] agencies across the United States.[45] Officials compile this data at the city, county, and state[image: External link] levels into the UCR. They classify violations of laws based on common law[image: External link] as Part I (index) crimes in UCR data. These are further categorized as violent or property crimes. Part I violent crimes include murder and criminal homicide (voluntary manslaughter), forcible rape, aggravated assault, and robbery; while Part I property crimes include burglary, arson, larceny/theft, and motor-vehicle theft. All other crimes count come under Part II.

For convenience, such lists usually include infractions[image: External link] although, in the U.S., they may come into the sphere not of the criminal law, but rather of the civil law[image: External link]. Compare tortfeasance[image: External link].

Booking arrests[image: External link] require detention for a time-frame ranging 1 to 24 hours.
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 Reports, Studies and Organizations




There are several national and International organizations offering studies and statistics about global and local crime activity, such as United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, the United States of America[image: External link] Overseas Security Advisory Council ( OSAC[image: External link]) safety report or national reports generated by the law-enforcement authorities of EU state member reported to the Europol[image: External link].
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 Offence in common law jurisdictions




In England and Wales[image: External link], as well as in Hong Kong[image: External link], the term "offence" means the same thing as, and is interchangeable with, the term " crime[image: External link]",[11] They are further split into:


	Summary offences[image: External link]

	Indictable offences[image: External link]
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 Causes and correlates of crime




Main article: Causes and correlates of crime[image: External link]


Many different causes and correlates of crime[image: External link] have been proposed with varying degree of empirical support. They include socioeconomic, psychological, biological, and behavioral factors. Controversial topics include media violence research[image: External link] and effects of gun politics[image: External link].

Emotional state (both chronic and current) have a tremendous impact on individual thought processes and, as a result, can be linked to criminal activities. The positive psychology concept of Broaden and Build posits that cognitive functioning expands when an individual is in a good-feeling emotional state and contracts as emotional state declines.[46] In positive emotional states an individual is able to consider more possible solutions to problems, but in lower emotional states fewer solutions can be ascertained. The narrowed thought-action repertoires can result in the only paths perceptible to an individual being ones they would never use if they saw an alternative, but if they can't conceive of the alternatives that carry less risk they will choose one that they can see. Criminals who commit even the most horrendous of crimes, such as mass murders, did not see another solution.[47]
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Main article: International criminal law[image: External link]


Crimes defined by treaty[image: External link] as crimes against international law include:


	Crimes against peace[image: External link]

	Crimes of apartheid[image: External link]

	Forced disappearance[image: External link]

	Genocide[image: External link]

	Piracy

	Sexual slavery[image: External link]

	Slavery[image: External link]

	Waging a war of aggression[image: External link]


	War crimes[image: External link]



From the point of view of State-centric law, extraordinary procedures (usually international courts[image: External link]) may prosecute such crimes. Note the role of the International Criminal Court at The Hague[image: External link] in the Netherlands[image: External link].

Popular opinion in the Western world[image: External link] and former Soviet Union[image: External link] often[ when?[image: External link]] associates international law with the concept of opposing terrorism[citation needed[image: External link]] — seen as a crime as distinct from warfare.
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 Religion and crime




Main article: Religious law[image: External link]


See also: Category:Crimes in religion[image: External link].

Different religious traditions may promote distinct norms of behaviour, and these in turn may clash or harmonise with the perceived interests of a state. Socially accepted or imposed religious morality has influenced secular jurisdictions on issues that may otherwise concern only an individual's conscience. Activities sometimes criminalized on religious grounds include (for example) alcohol[image: External link] consumption ( prohibition[image: External link]), abortion[image: External link] and stem-cell[image: External link] research. In various historical and present-day societies, institutionalized religions have established systems of earthly justice that punish crimes against the divine will and against specific devotional, organizational and other rules under specific codes, such as Roman Catholic canon law[image: External link].
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 Military jurisdictions and states of emergency




In the military[image: External link] sphere, authorities can prosecute both regular crimes and specific acts (such as mutiny[image: External link] or desertion[image: External link]) under martial-law[image: External link] codes that either supplant or extend civil codes in times of (for example) war.

Many constitutions contain provisions to curtail freedoms and criminalize otherwise tolerated behaviors under a state of emergency[image: External link] in the event of war, natural disaster or civil unrest. Undesired activities at such times may include assembly[image: External link] in the streets, violation of curfew[image: External link], or possession of firearms[image: External link].
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Main article: Occupational crime[image: External link]


Two common types of employee[image: External link] crime exist: embezzlement[image: External link] and wage theft[image: External link].

The complexity and anonymity of computer systems may help criminal employees camouflage their operations. The victims of the most costly scams[image: External link] include banks, brokerage houses, insurance companies, and other large financial institutions.[48]

Nationally it is estimated that workers are not paid at least $19 billion every year in overtime[49] and that in total $40 billion to $60 billion are lost annually due to all forms of wage theft.[50] This compares to national annual losses of $340 million due to robbery[image: External link], $4.1 billion due to burglary[image: External link], $5.3 billion due to larceny[image: External link], and $3.8 billion due to auto theft[image: External link] in 2012.[51] In Singapore[image: External link], as in the United States, wage theft was found to be widespread and severe. In a 2014 survey it was found that as many as one-third of low wage male foreign workers in Singapore, or about 130,000, were affected by wage theft from partial to full denial of pay.[52]
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Terrorism is a term used in its broadest sense to describe the use of intentionally indiscriminate violence[image: External link] as a means to create terror or fear[image: External link], in order to achieve a political, religious or ideological aim.[1] It is used in this regard primarily to refer to violence against civilians[image: External link] or non-combatants[image: External link].[2] Although the term has been in use since the 18th century[3], its popularity increased when journalists and politicians publicly introduced and started using the term "Islamic terrorists" following the September 11 attacks[image: External link].[4][5][6] Rather than being used to describe a type of activity, the term has often been used politically as a term of abuse or denunciation, both by non-state groups and by governments against each other.[7][8][5][9] There is no universally agreed upon definition of the term, and many definitions[image: External link] exist.

Broad categories of political organisations have been claimed to have been involved in terrorism in order to further their objectives, including right-wing[image: External link] and left-wing[image: External link] political organisations, nationalist groups[image: External link], religious groups[image: External link], revolutionaries[image: External link] and ruling governments[image: External link].[10] The symbolism of terrorism[image: External link] has been said to exploit human fear to help them achieve these goals.[11][12] Terrorism-related legislation has been adopted in various Western states[image: External link] such as the UK, Canada and the US since the September 11 attacks,[13] regarding "terrorism" as a crime,[14] however there is no universal agreement as to whether or not terrorism can be regarded as a war crime[image: External link].[14][15]

According to the Global Terrorism Database[image: External link] by the University of Maryland, College Park[image: External link], more than 61,000 incidents of non-state terrorism, resulting in at least 140,000 deaths, have been recorded from 2000 to 2014.[16]
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See also: Terror[image: External link] and State terrorism[image: External link]


"Terrorism" comes from the French word terrorisme,[17] and originally referred specifically to state terrorism[image: External link] as practised by the French government during the 1793–1794 Reign of Terror[image: External link]. The French word terrorisme in turn derives from the Latin verb[image: External link] terrere[image: External link] (e, terreo) meaning "to frighten".[18] The Jacobins[image: External link], coming to power in France[image: External link] in 1792, are said to have initiated the Reign of Terror (French: La Terreur).[19] After the Jacobins lost power, the word "terrorist" became a term of abuse.[19]

Although "terrorism" originally referred to acts committed by a government, currently it usually refers to the killing of innocent people[20] for political purposes in such a way as to create a spectacle[citation needed[image: External link]]. This meaning can be traced back to Sergey Nechayev[image: External link], who described himself as a "terrorist."[21] Nechayev founded the Russian terrorist group "People's Retribution" (Народная расправа) in 1869.[22]

In November 2004, a Secretary-General of the United Nations report described terrorism as any act "intended to cause death or serious bodily harm to civilians or non-combatants with the purpose of intimidating a population or compelling a government or an international organization to do or abstain from doing any act".[23] Alternatively, responding to developments in modern warfare, Paul James[image: External link] and Jonathan Friedman[image: External link] distinguish between state terrorism against non-combatants[image: External link] and state terrorism against combatants[image: External link], including 'Shock and Awe[image: External link]' tactics:


"Shock and Awe" as a subcategory of "rapid dominance" is the name given to massive intervention designed to strike terror into the minds of the enemy. It is a form of state-terrorism. The concept was however developed long before the Second Gulf War by Harlan Ullman as chair of a forum of retired military personnel.[24]




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Definition




See also: Definitions of terrorism[image: External link]




	This article may contain an excessive amount of intricate detail[image: External link] that may only interest a specific audience. Please help by spinning off[image: External link] or relocating[image: External link] any relevant information, and removing excessive detail that may be against Wikipedia's inclusion policy[image: External link]. (March 2017) (Learn how and when to remove this template message[image: External link])




‹ The template[image: External link] below (Expert needed[image: External link]) is being considered for deletion. See templates for discussion[image: External link] to help reach a consensus. ›

The definition of terrorism has proven controversial. Various legal systems and government agencies use different definitions of terrorism in their national legislation[image: External link]. Moreover, the international community[image: External link] has been slow to formulate a universally agreed, legally binding definition of this crime. These difficulties arise from the fact that the term "terrorism" is politically and emotionally charged.[25][26] In this regard, Angus Martyn, briefing the Australian parliament, stated,


The international community has never succeeded in developing an accepted comprehensive definition of terrorism. During the 1970s and 1980s, the United Nations attempts to define the term floundered mainly due to differences of opinion between various members about the use of violence in the context of conflicts over national liberation and self-determination.[27]



These divergences have made it impossible for the United Nations[image: External link] to conclude a Comprehensive Convention on International Terrorism[image: External link] that incorporates a single, all-encompassing, legally binding, criminal law definition of terrorism.[28] The international community has adopted a series of sectoral conventions[image: External link] that define and criminalize various types of terrorist activities.

Since 1994, the United Nations General Assembly has repeatedly condemned terrorist acts using the following political description of terrorism:


Criminal acts intended or calculated to provoke a state of terror in the public, a group of persons or particular persons for political purposes are in any circumstance unjustifiable, whatever the considerations of a political, philosophical, ideological, racial, ethnic, religious or any other nature that may be invoked to justify them.[29]



U.S. Code Title 22 Chapter 38, Section 2656f(d) defines terrorism as: "Premeditated, politically motivated violence perpetrated against noncombatant targets by subnational groups or clandestine agents, usually intended to influence an audience".[30]

Bruce Hoffman[image: External link], an American scholar, has noted:


It is not only individual agencies within the same governmental apparatus that cannot agree on a single definition of terrorism. Experts and other long-established scholars in the field are equally incapable of reaching a consensus. In the first edition of his magisterial survey, 'Political Terrorism: A Research Guide,' Alex Schmid devoted more than a hundred pages to examining more than a hundred different definitions of terrorism in an effort to discover a broadly acceptable, reasonably comprehensive explication of the word. Four years and a second edition later, Schmid was no closer to the goal of his quest, conceding in the first sentence of the revised volume that the "search for an adequate definition is still on". Walter Laqueur despaired of defining terrorism in both editions of his monumental work on the subject, maintaining that it is neither possible to do so nor worthwhile to make the attempt.[31]



Hoffman believes it is possible to identify some key characteristics of terrorism. He proposes that:


By distinguishing terrorists from other types of criminals and terrorism from other forms of crime, we come to appreciate that terrorism is:


	ineluctably political in aims and motives;

	violent – or, equally important, threatens violence;

	designed to have far-reaching psychological repercussions beyond the immediate victim or target;

	conducted either by an organization with an identifiable chain of command or conspiratorial cell structure (whose members wear no uniform or identifying insignia) or by individuals or a small collection of individuals directly influenced, motivated, or inspired by the ideological aims or example of some existent terrorist movement and/or its leaders;



and


	perpetrated by a subnational group or nonstate entity.[32]






A definition proposed by Carsten Bockstette at the George C. Marshall European Center for Security Studies[image: External link], underlines the psychological and tactical aspects of terrorism:


Terrorism is defined as political violence in an asymmetrical conflict that is designed to induce terror and psychic fear (sometimes indiscriminate) through the violent victimization and destruction of noncombatant targets (sometimes iconic symbols). Such acts are meant to send a message from an illicit clandestine organization. The purpose of terrorism is to exploit the media in order to achieve maximum attainable publicity as an amplifying force multiplier in order to influence the targeted audience(s) in order to reach short- and midterm political goals and/or desired long-term end states.[33]



Each act of terrorism is a "performance" devised to affect many large audiences. Terrorists also attack national symbols,[34] to show power and to attempt to shake the foundation of the country or society they are opposed to. This may negatively affect a government, while increasing the prestige of the given terrorist group[image: External link] and/or ideology[image: External link] behind a terrorist act.[35]

Terrorist acts frequently have a political purpose.[36] This is often where the inter-relationship between terrorism and religion[image: External link] occurs. When a political struggle is integrated into the framework of a religious or "cosmic"[37] struggle, such as over the control of an ancestral homeland or holy site such as Israel[image: External link] and Jerusalem[image: External link], failing in the political goal (nationalism) becomes equated with spiritual failure, which, for the highly committed, is worse than their own death or the deaths of innocent civilians.[38]

Their suffering accomplishes the terrorists' goals of instilling fear, getting their message out to an audience or otherwise satisfying the demands of their often radical religious and political agendas.[39]

Some official, governmental definitions of terrorism use the criterion of the illegitimacy or unlawfulness of the act.[40][ better source needed[image: External link]] to distinguish between actions authorized by a government (and thus "lawful") and those of other actors, including individuals and small groups. For example, carrying out a strategic bombing[image: External link] on an enemy city, which is designed to affect civilian support for a cause, would not be considered terrorism if it were authorized by a government. This criterion is inherently problematic and is not universally accepted,[attribution needed[image: External link]] because: it denies the existence of state terrorism[image: External link];[41] the same act may or may not be classed as terrorism depending on whether its sponsorship is traced to a "legitimate" government; "legitimacy" and "lawfulness" are subjective, depending on the perspective of one government or another; and it diverges from the historically accepted meaning and origin of the term.[42][43][44][45]

According to Ali Khan, the distinction lies ultimately in a political[image: External link] judgment.[46]

An associated, and arguably more easily definable, but not equivalent term is violent non-state actor[image: External link].[47] The semantic scope of this term includes not only "terrorists", but while excluding some individuals or groups who have previously been described as "terrorists", and also explicitly excludes state terrorism[image: External link].

U.S. president Barack Obama[image: External link], commenting on the Boston Marathon bombings[image: External link] of April 2013, declared that "[a]nytime bombs are used to target innocent civilians, it is an act of terror".[48] Various commentators have pointed out the distinction between "act of terror" and "terrorism", particularly when used by the White House.[49][50] 18 U.S.C. § 2331 defines "international terrorism" and "domestic terrorism" for purposes of Chapter 113B of the Code, entitled "Terrorism":

"International terrorism" means activities with the following three characteristics:

Involve violent acts or acts dangerous to human life that violate federal or state law; Appear to be intended (i) to intimidate or coerce a civilian population; (ii) to influence the policy of a government by intimidation or coercion; or (iii) to affect the conduct of a government by mass destruction, assassination, or kidnapping; and Occur primarily outside the territorial jurisdiction of the U.S., or transcend national boundaries in terms of the means by which they are accomplished, the persons they appear intended to intimidate or coerce, or the locale in which their perpetrators operate or seek asylum.
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See also: Controversies about Labeling Terrorism[image: External link]


Those labeled "terrorists" by their opponents rarely identify themselves as such, and typically use other terms or terms specific to their situation, such as separatist[image: External link], freedom fighter[image: External link], liberator, revolutionary[image: External link], vigilante[image: External link], militant[image: External link], paramilitary[image: External link], guerrilla[image: External link], rebel[image: External link], patriot, or any similar-meaning word in other languages and cultures. Jihadi[image: External link], mujaheddin[image: External link], and fedayeen[image: External link] are similar Arabic words that have entered the English lexicon. It is common for both parties in a conflict to describe each other as terrorists.[51]

On whether particular terrorist acts, such as killing non-combatants, can be justified as the lesser evil in a particular circumstance, philosophers have expressed different views: while, according to David Rodin, utilitarian[image: External link] philosophers can (in theory) conceive of cases in which the evil of terrorism is outweighed by the good that could not be achieved in a less morally costly way, in practice the "harmful effects of undermining the convention of non-combatant immunity is thought to outweigh the goods that may be achieved by particular acts of terrorism".[52] Among the non-utilitarian philosophers, Michael Walzer[image: External link] argued that terrorism can be morally justified in only one specific case: when "a nation or community faces the extreme threat of complete destruction and the only way it can preserve itself is by intentionally targeting non-combatants, then it is morally entitled to do so".[52][53]

In his book Inside Terrorism Bruce Hoffman[image: External link] offered an explanation of why the term terrorism becomes distorted:


On one point, at least, everyone agrees: terrorism is a pejorative term. It is a word with intrinsically negative connotations that is generally applied to one's enemies and opponents, or to those with whom one disagrees and would otherwise prefer to ignore. 'What is called terrorism,' Brian Jenkins has written, 'thus seems to depend on one's point of view. Use of the term implies a moral judgment; and if one party can successfully attach the label terrorist to its opponent, then it has indirectly persuaded others to adopt its moral viewpoint.' Hence the decision to call someone or label some organization terrorist becomes almost unavoidably subjective, depending largely on whether one sympathizes with or opposes the person/group/cause concerned. If one identifies with the victim of the violence, for example, then the act is terrorism. If, however, one identifies with the perpetrator, the violent act is regarded in a more sympathetic, if not positive (or, at the worst, an ambivalent) light; and it is not terrorism.[54][55][56]



The pejorative connotations of the word can be summed up in the aphorism[image: External link], "One man's terrorist is another man's freedom fighter".[51] This is exemplified when a group using irregular military[image: External link] methods is an ally of a state[image: External link] against a mutual enemy, but later falls out with the state and starts to use those methods against its former ally. During World War II[image: External link], the Malayan People's Anti-Japanese Army[image: External link] was allied with the British, but during the Malayan Emergency[image: External link], members of its successor (the Malayan Races Liberation Army[image: External link]), were branded "terrorists" by the British.[57][58] More recently, Ronald Reagan[image: External link] and others in the American administration frequently called the mujaheddin[image: External link] "freedom fighters" during the Soviet–Afghan War[image: External link][59] yet twenty years later, when a new generation of Afghan men were fighting against what they perceive to be a regime installed by foreign powers, their attacks were labelled "terrorism" by George W. Bush[image: External link].[60][61][62] Groups accused of terrorism understandably prefer terms reflecting legitimate military or ideological action.[63][64][65] Leading terrorism researcher Professor Martin Rudner, director of the Canadian Centre of Intelligence and Security Studies at Ottawa's Carleton University[image: External link], defines "terrorist acts" as unlawful attacks for political or other ideological goals, and said:


There is the famous statement: 'One man's terrorist is another man's freedom fighter.' But that is grossly misleading. It assesses the validity of the cause when terrorism is an act. One can have a perfectly beautiful cause and yet if one commits terrorist acts, it is terrorism regardless.[66]



Some groups, when involved in a "liberation" struggle, have been called "terrorists" by the Western governments or media. Later, these same persons, as leaders of the liberated nations, are called "statesmen" by similar organizations. Two examples of this phenomenon are the Nobel Peace Prize[image: External link] laureates Menachem Begin[image: External link] and Nelson Mandela[image: External link].[67][68][69][70][71][72] WikiLeaks[image: External link] editor Julian Assange[image: External link] has been called a "terrorist" by Sarah Palin[image: External link] and Joe Biden[image: External link].[73][74]

Sometimes, states that are close allies, for reasons of history, culture and politics, can disagree over whether or not members of a certain organization are terrorists. For instance, for many years, some branches of the United States government refused to label members of the Provisional Irish Republican Army[image: External link] (IRA) as terrorists while the IRA was using methods against one of the United States' closest allies (the United Kingdom) that the UK branded as terrorism. This was highlighted by the Quinn v. Robinson case.[75][76]

Media outlets who wish to convey impartiality may limit their usage of "terrorist" and "terrorism" because they are loosely defined, potentially controversial in nature, and subjective terms.[77][78]
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Main article: History of terrorism[image: External link]


Depending on how broadly the term is defined, the roots and practice of terrorism can be traced at least to the 1st-century AD.[79] Sicarii Zealots[image: External link], though some dispute whether the group, a radical offshoot of the Zealots[image: External link] which was active in Judaea Province[image: External link] at the beginning of the 1st century AD, was in fact terrorist. According to the contemporary Jewish-Roman historian Josephus[image: External link], after the Zealotry[image: External link] rebellion against Roman rule in Judea, when some prominent Jewish collaborators with Roman rule were killed,[80][81] Judas of Galilee[image: External link] formed a small and more extreme offshoot of the Zealots, the Sicarii[image: External link], in 6 AD.[82] Their terror was also directed against Jewish "collaborators", including temple priests, Sadducees[image: External link], Herodians[image: External link], and other wealthy elites.[83]

The term "terrorism" itself was originally used to describe the actions of the Jacobin Club[image: External link] during the "Reign of Terror[image: External link]" in the French Revolution[image: External link]. "Terror is nothing other than justice, prompt, severe, inflexible," said Jacobin leader Maximilien Robespierre[image: External link]. In 1795, Edmund Burke[image: External link] denounced the Jacobins for letting "thousands of those hell-hounds called Terrorists ... loose on the people" of France.[84]

In January 1858, Italian patriot Felice Orsini[image: External link] threw three bombs in an attempt to assassinate French Emperor Napoleon III[image: External link].[85] Eight bystanders were killed and 142 injured.[85] The incident played a crucial role as an inspiration for the development of the early terrorist groups.[85]

Arguably the first organization to utilize modern terrorist techniques was the Irish Republican Brotherhood[image: External link],[86] founded in 1858 as a revolutionary Irish nationalist group[87] that carried out attacks in England.[88] The group initiated the Fenian dynamite campaign[image: External link] in 1881, one of the first modern terror campaigns.[89] Instead of earlier forms of terrorism based on political assassination, this campaign used modern, timed explosives with the express aim of sowing fear in the very heart of metropolitan Britain, in order to achieve political gains.[90]

Another early terrorist group was Narodnaya Volya[image: External link], founded in Russia[image: External link] in 1878 as a revolutionary anarchist group inspired by Sergei Nechayev[image: External link] and "propaganda by the deed[image: External link]" theorist Pisacane.[79][91][92] The group developed ideas—such as targeted killing[image: External link] of the 'leaders of oppression'—that were to become the hallmark of subsequent violence by small non-state groups, and they were convinced that the developing technologies of the age—such as the invention of dynamite, which they were the first anarchist group to make widespread use of[93]—enabled them to strike directly and with discrimination.[94] Modern terrorism had largely taken shape by the turn of the 20th century.
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See also: Number of terrorist incidents by country[image: External link]
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Depending on the country, the political system, and the time in history, the types of terrorism are varying.

In early 1975, the Law Enforcement Assistant Administration[image: External link] in the United States formed the National Advisory Committee on Criminal Justice Standards and Goals. One of the five volumes that the committee wrote was titled Disorders and Terrorism, produced by the Task Force on Disorders and Terrorism under the direction of H. H. A. Cooper, Director of the Task Force staff.

The Task Force defines terrorism as "a tactic or technique by means of which a violent act or the threat thereof is used for the prime purpose of creating overwhelming fear for coercive purposes." It classified disorders and terrorism into six categories:[98]


	
Civil disorder – A form of collective violence interfering with the peace[image: External link], security[image: External link], and normal functioning of the community.

	
Political terrorism – Violent[image: External link] criminal behaviour designed primarily to generate fear[image: External link] in the community, or substantial segment of it, for political purposes.

	
Non-Political terrorism – Terrorism that is not aimed at political[image: External link] purposes but which exhibits "conscious design to create and maintain a high degree of fear for coercive[image: External link] purposes, but the end is individual or collective gain rather than the achievement of a political objective."

	
Quasi-terrorism – The activities incidental to the commission of crimes of violence[image: External link] that are similar in form and method to genuine terrorism but which nevertheless lack its essential ingredient. It is not the main purpose of the quasi-terrorists to induce terror in the immediate victim as in the case of genuine terrorism, but the quasi-terrorist uses the modalities and techniques of the genuine terrorist and produces similar consequences and reaction.[99][100][101] For example, the fleeing felon[image: External link] who takes hostages[image: External link] is a quasi-terrorist, whose methods are similar to those of the genuine terrorist but whose purposes are quite different.

	
Limited political terrorism – Genuine political terrorism is characterized by a revolutionary[image: External link] approach; limited political terrorism refers to "acts of terrorism which are committed for ideological[image: External link] or political[image: External link] motives but which are not part of a concerted campaign to capture control of the state[image: External link]."

	
Official or state terrorism – "referring to nations whose rule is based upon fear[image: External link] and oppression[image: External link] that reach similar to terrorism or such proportions." It may also be referred to as Structural Terrorism defined broadly as terrorist acts carried out by governments in pursuit of political objectives, often as part of their foreign policy.



Other sources have defined the typology of terrorism in different ways, for example, broadly classifying it into domestic terrorism and international terrorism, or using categories such as vigilante terrorism or insurgent terrorism.[102] One way the typology of terrorism may be defined:[103][104]


	
Political terrorism

	
Sub-state terrorism

	Social revolutionary terrorism

	Nationalist-separatist terrorism

	Religious extremist terrorism

	Religious fundamentalist Terrorism

	New religions terrorism





	Right-wing terrorism[image: External link]

	Left-wing terrorism[image: External link]





	State-sponsored terrorism[image: External link]

	Regime or state terrorism[image: External link]





	Criminal terrorism

	Pathological terrorism
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Attacks on 'collaborators' are used to intimidate people from cooperating with the state in order to undermine state control. This strategy was used in Ireland[image: External link], in Kenya[image: External link], in Algeria[image: External link] and in Cyprus[image: External link] during their independence struggles.

Attacks on high-profile symbolic targets are used to incite counter-terrorism by the state to polarize the population.[clarification needed[image: External link]][citation needed[image: External link]] This strategy was used by Al-Qaeda[image: External link] in its attacks[image: External link] on the World Trade Center[image: External link] and the Pentagon[image: External link] in the United States on September 11, 2001. These attacks are also used to draw international attention to struggles that are otherwise unreported, such as the Palestinian airplane hijackings in 1970[image: External link] and the South Moluccan hostage crisis in the Netherlands[image: External link] in 1975.

Abrahm suggests that terrorist organizations do not select terrorism for its political effectiveness.[105] Individual terrorists tend to be motivated more by a desire for social solidarity with other members of their organization than by political platforms or strategic objectives, which are often murky and undefined.[105] Additionally, Michael Mousseau shows possible relationships between the type of economy within a country and ideology associated with terrorism.[106] Many terrorists have a history of domestic violence.[107]

Some terrorists like Timothy McVeigh[image: External link] were motivated by revenge against a state for its actions against its citizens.
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The relationship between domestic terrorism and democracy is very complex. Terrorism is most common in nations with intermediate political freedom, and it is least common in the most democratic nations.[108][109][110][111] However, one study suggests that suicide attacks[image: External link] may be an exception to this general rule.[irrelevant citation[image: External link]] Evidence regarding this particular method of terrorism reveals that every modern suicide campaign has targeted a democracy–a state with a considerable degree of political freedom.[112][ relevant?[image: External link] – discuss[image: External link]][ verify[image: External link]]The study suggests that concessions awarded to terrorists during the 1980s and 1990s for suicide attacks increased their frequency.[example needed[image: External link]][ dubious[image: External link] – discuss[image: External link]][113] There is a connection between the existence of civil liberties, democratic participation and terrorism.[improper synthesis?[image: External link]] According to Young and Dugan, these things encourage terrorist groups to organize and generate terror.[114][non sequitur[image: External link]]

Some examples of "terrorism" in non-democratic nations include ETA[image: External link] in Spain[image: External link] under Francisco Franco[image: External link] (although the group's terrorist activities increased sharply after Franco's death),[115] the Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists[image: External link] in pre-war Poland[image: External link],[116] the Shining Path[image: External link] in Peru[image: External link] under Alberto Fujimori[image: External link],[117] the Kurdistan Workers Party[image: External link] when Turkey[image: External link] was ruled by military leaders[citation needed[image: External link]] and the ANC[image: External link] in South Africa.[118] Democracies, such as Japan[image: External link], the United Kingdom[image: External link], the United States, Israel[image: External link], Indonesia[image: External link], India[image: External link], Spain[image: External link], Germany[image: External link] and the Philippines[image: External link], have also experienced domestic terrorism.

While a democratic nation espousing civil liberties[image: External link] may claim a sense of higher moral ground than other regimes, an act of terrorism within such a state may cause a dilemma: whether to maintain its civil liberties and thus risk being perceived as ineffective in dealing with the problem; or alternatively to restrict its civil liberties and thus risk delegitimizing its claim of supporting civil liberties.[119] For this reason, homegrown terrorism[image: External link] has started to be seen as a greater threat, as stated by former CIA Director Michael Hayden.[120] This dilemma, some social theorists would conclude, may very well play into the initial plans of the acting terrorist(s); namely, to delegitimize the state and cause a systematic shift towards anarchy via the accumulation of negative sentiments towards the state system.[121]
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Main article: Religious terrorism[image: External link]


Terrorist acts throughout history have been performed on religious grounds with the goal to either spread or enforce a system of belief, viewpoint or opinion.[123][ dubious[image: External link] – discuss[image: External link]][irrelevant citation[image: External link]] The validity and scope of religious terrorism is limited to an individual's view or to a group's view or interpretation of that belief system's teachings.[citation needed[image: External link]][ context?[image: External link]]

According to the Global Terrorism Index[image: External link] by the University of Maryland, College Park[image: External link], religious extremism[image: External link] has overtaken national separatism[image: External link] to become the main driver of terrorist attacks around the world. Since 9/11 there has been a five-fold increase in deaths from terrorist attacks. The majority of incidents over the past several years can be tied to groups with a religious agenda. Before 2000, it was nationalist separatist terrorist organisations such as the IRA[image: External link] and Chechen rebels who were behind the most attacks. The number of incidents from nationalist separatist groups has remained relatively stable in the years since while religious extremism has grown. The prevalence of Islamist groups in Iraq[image: External link], Afghanistan[image: External link], Pakistan[image: External link], Nigeria[image: External link] and Syria[image: External link] is the main driver behind these trends.[124]

Four of the terrorist groups that have been most active since 2001 are Boko Haram[image: External link], Al Qaeda[image: External link], the Taliban[image: External link] and ISIL[image: External link]. These groups have been most active in Iraq, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Nigeria and Syria. 80% of all deaths from terrorism occurred in one of these five countries.[124]

In 2015, the Southern Poverty Law Center[image: External link] released a report on terrorism in the United States. The report (titled The Age of the Wolf) found that during that period, “more people have been killed in America by non-Islamic domestic terrorists[image: External link] than jihadists[image: External link].”[125] The "virulent racist and anti-semitic" ideology of the ultra-right wing Christian Identity[image: External link] movement is usually accompanied by anti-government sentiments.[126] Adherents of Christian Identity[image: External link] believe that whites of European descent can be traced back to the "Lost Tribes of Israel[image: External link]" and many consider Jews[image: External link] to be the Satanic offspring of Eve[image: External link] and the Serpent[image: External link].[126] This group has committed hate crimes[image: External link], bombings and other acts of terrorism. Their influences range from the Ku Klux Klan[image: External link] and neo-nazi[image: External link] groups to the anti-government militia and sovereign citizen movements.[126] Christian Identity[image: External link]'s origins can be traced back to Anglo-Israelism[image: External link]. Anglo-Israelism held the view that Jews were descendants of ancient Israelites who had never been lost. By the 1930s, the movement had been infected with anti-Semitism[image: External link], and eventually Christian Identity[image: External link] theology diverged from traditional Anglo-Israelism[image: External link], and developed what is known as the "two seed"[image: External link] theory.[126] According to the two-seed theory, the Jewish people are descended from Cain[image: External link] and the serpent (not from Shem[image: External link]).[126] The white European seedline is descended from the "lost tribes" of Israel. They hold themselves to "God's laws," not "man's laws," and they do not feel bound to a government that they consider to be run by Jews and the New World Order[image: External link].[126]

Israel[image: External link] has also had problems with Jewish religious terrorism[image: External link]. Yigal Amir[image: External link] assassinated Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin[image: External link] in 1995. For Amir, killing Rabin was an exemplary act that symbolized the fight against an illegitimate government that was prepared to cede Jewish Holy Land to the Palestinians. [127]
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The perpetrators[image: External link] of acts of terrorism can be individuals, groups, or states. According to some definitions, clandestine or semi-clandestine state actors may also carry out terrorist acts outside the framework of a state of war. However, the most common image of terrorism is that it is carried out by small and secretive cells[image: External link], highly motivated to serve a particular cause and many of the most deadly operations in recent times, such as the September 11 attacks[image: External link], the London underground bombing[image: External link], 2008 Mumbai attacks[image: External link] and the 2002 Bali bombing[image: External link] were planned and carried out by a close clique, composed of close friends, family members and other strong social networks. These groups benefited from the free flow of information and efficient telecommunications[image: External link] to succeed where others had failed.[128]

Over the years, much research has been conducted to distill a terrorist profile to explain these individuals' actions through their psychology and socio-economic circumstances.[129] Others, like Roderick Hindery, have sought to discern profiles in the propaganda tactics used by terrorists. Some security organizations designate these groups as violent non-state actors.[130] A 2007 study by economist Alan B. Krueger[image: External link] found that terrorists were less likely to come from an impoverished background (28% vs. 33%) and more likely to have at least a high-school education (47% vs. 38%). Another analysis found only 16% of terrorists came from impoverished families, vs. 30% of male Palestinians, and over 60% had gone beyond high school, vs. 15% of the populace.[131]

To avoid detection, a terrorist will look, dress, and behave normally until executing the assigned mission. Some claim that attempts to profile terrorists based on personality, physical, or sociological traits are not useful.[132] The physical and behavioral description of the terrorist could describe almost any normal person.[133] However, the majority of terrorist attacks are carried out by military age men, aged 16–40.[133]
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Main articles: List of designated terrorist groups[image: External link], Lone wolf (terrorism)[image: External link], and Violent non-state actor[image: External link]


Groups not part of the state apparatus of in opposition to the state are most commonly referred to as a "terrorist" in the media.
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Main article: State-sponsored terrorism[image: External link]


A state can sponsor terrorism by funding or harboring a terrorist group. Opinions as to which acts of violence by states consist of state-sponsored terrorism vary widely. When states provide funding for groups considered by some to be terrorist, they rarely acknowledge them as such.[134][citation needed[image: External link]]
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Main article: State terrorism[image: External link]



Civilization is based on a clearly defined and widely accepted yet often unarticulated hierarchy. Violence done by those higher on the hierarchy to those lower is nearly always invisible, that is, unnoticed. When it is noticed, it is fully rationalized. Violence done by those lower on the hierarchy to those higher is unthinkable, and when it does occur is regarded with shock, horror, and the fetishization of the victims.

— Derrick Jensen[image: External link][135]



As with "terrorism" the concept of "state terrorism" is controversial.[136] The Chairman of the United Nations Counter-Terrorism Committee has stated that the Committee was conscious of 12 international Conventions on the subject, and none of them referred to State terrorism, which was not an international legal concept. If States abused their power, they should be judged against international conventions dealing with war crimes[image: External link], international human rights law[image: External link], and international humanitarian law[image: External link].[137] Former United Nations[image: External link] Secretary-General[image: External link] Kofi Annan[image: External link] has said that it is "time to set aside debates on so-called 'state terrorism'. The use of force by states[image: External link] is already thoroughly regulated under international law".[138] However, he also made clear that, "regardless of the differences between governments on the question of definition of terrorism, what is clear and what we can all agree on is any deliberate attack on innocent civilians [or non-combatants], regardless of one's cause, is unacceptable and fits into the definition of terrorism."[139]

State terrorism has been used to refer to terrorist acts committed by governmental agents or forces. This involves the use of state resources employed by a state's foreign policies, such as using its military to directly perform acts of terrorism. Professor of Political Science[image: External link] Michael Stohl cites the examples that include the German bombing of London[image: External link], the Japanese bombing of Pearl Harbor[image: External link], the British firebombing of Dresden[image: External link], and the U.S. atomic bombing of Hiroshima[image: External link] during World War II[image: External link]. He argues that "the use of terror tactics is common in international relations and the state has been and remains a more likely employer of terrorism within the international system than insurgents." He also cites the first strike[image: External link] option as an example of the "terror of coercive diplomacy" as a form of this, which holds the world hostage with the implied threat of using nuclear weapons in "crisis management" and argue that the institutionalized form of terrorism has occurred as a result of changes that took place following World War II. In this analysis, state terrorism exhibited as a form of foreign policy[image: External link] was shaped by the presence and use of weapons of mass destruction[image: External link], and that the legitimizing of such violent behavior led to an increasingly accepted form of this state behavior.[140][141][142]

Charles Stewart Parnell[image: External link] described William Ewart Gladstone[image: External link]'s Irish Coercion Act[image: External link] as terrorism in his "no-Rent manifesto" in 1881, during the Irish Land War[image: External link].[143] The concept is also used to describe political repressions[image: External link] by governments against their own civilian populations with the purpose of inciting fear. For example, taking and executing civilian hostages[image: External link] or extrajudicial elimination[image: External link] campaigns are commonly considered "terror" or terrorism, for example during the Red Terror[image: External link] or the Great Terror[image: External link].[144] Such actions are also often described as democide[image: External link] or genocide[image: External link], which have been argued to be equivalent to state terrorism.[145] Empirical studies on this have found that democracies have little democide.[146][147] Western democracies, including the United States[image: External link], have supported state terrorism and mass killings, with some examples being the Indonesian killings of 1965–66[image: External link] and Operation Condor[image: External link].[148][149][150]
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The connection between terrorism and tourism has been widely studied since the Luxor massacre[image: External link] in Egypt[image: External link].[151][152] In the 1970s, the targets of terrorists were politicians and chiefs of police while now international tourists and visitors are selected as main targets of attacks. The attacks on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon on September 11, 2001, were the symbolic epicenter, which marked a new epoch in the use of civil transport against the main power of the planet.[153][154] From this event onwards, the spaces of leisure that characterized the pride of West, were conceived as dangerous and frightful.[155][156] Maximiliano E. Korstanje[image: External link] argued that terrorism represents a dialectic of hate, between a group of insurgents whose interests have been placed outside the electoral system and the state which is unable to anticipate the next blow. Historically, tourism and terrorism have inextricably intertwined. As enrooted in the capitalist ethos, terrorism rests on the logic of violence and extortion, where outsiders are used to achieve the in-group's goals.[157] Similarly, Luke Howie explains that the actions of terrorists are not aimed at effacing entire civilizations, as the media portrays, but in administering an extreme fear so that their claims will be accepted. Terrorists are usually psychologically insensitive to the suffering of others. Using extortion as a main tactic, the media lays a fertile ground which amplifies the effects of terrorism on the society.[158][159][160] Likely, one of the main problems of terrorism seems to be the need to capture the attention of an audience. To some extent, terrorists appear to jolt the society, however, the western audience experiences a gradual process of desensitization[image: External link]. This result leads these groups to innovate more cruel and violent strategies.[161]
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Main article: Terrorist financing[image: External link]


State sponsors[image: External link] have constituted a major form of funding; for example, Palestine Liberation Organization[image: External link], Democratic Front for the Liberation of Palestine[image: External link] and other groups considered to be terrorist organizations, were funded by the Soviet Union[image: External link].[162][163] The Stern Gang[image: External link] received funding from Italian Fascist[image: External link] officers in Beirut to undermine the British Mandate for Palestine[image: External link].[164] Pakistan[image: External link] has created and nurtured terrorist groups as policy for achieving tactical objectives against its neighbours, especially India[image: External link].[165]

"Revolutionary tax[image: External link]" is another major form of funding, and essentially a euphemism for "protection money[image: External link]".[162] Revolutionary taxes "play a secondary role as one other means of intimidating the target population".[162]

Other major sources of funding include kidnapping[image: External link] for ransoms, smuggling[image: External link] (including wildlife smuggling[image: External link]),[166] fraud[image: External link], and robbery[image: External link].[162] The Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant[image: External link] has reportedly received funding "via private donations from the Gulf states[image: External link]".[167]

The Financial Action Task Force[image: External link] is an inter-governmental body whose mandate, since October 2001, has included combating terrorist financing[image: External link].[168]
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Main article: Tactics of terrorism[image: External link]


Terrorist attacks are often targeted to maximize fear and publicity, usually using explosives[image: External link] or poison[image: External link].[170] Terrorist groups usually methodically plan attacks in advance, and may train participants, plant undercover agents, and raise money from supporters or through organized crime. Communications occur through modern telecommunications[image: External link], or through old-fashioned methods such as couriers[image: External link]. There is also concern about terrorist attacks employing weapons of mass destruction[image: External link].

Terrorism is a form of asymmetric warfare[image: External link], and is more common when direct conventional warfare[image: External link] will not be effective because forces vary greatly in power.[171]

The context in which terrorist tactics are used is often a large-scale, unresolved political conflict. The type of conflict varies widely; historical examples include:


	
Secession[image: External link] of a territory to form a new sovereign state or become part of a different state

	Dominance of territory or resources by various ethnic groups[image: External link]


	Imposition of a particular form of government

	Economic deprivation of a population

	Opposition to a domestic government or occupying army

	Religious fanaticism
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Responses to terrorism are broad in scope. They can include re-alignments of the political spectrum[image: External link] and reassessments of fundamental values[image: External link].

Specific types of responses include:


	Targeted laws, criminal procedures, deportations, and enhanced police powers[image: External link]

	
Target hardening[image: External link], such as locking doors or adding traffic barriers

	Preemptive or reactive military action

	Increased intelligence and surveillance activities

	Preemptive humanitarian activities

	More permissive interrogation and detention policies



The term " counter-terrorism[image: External link]" has a narrower connotation, implying that it is directed at terrorist actors.
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 Response in the United States




See also: War on Terror[image: External link]


According to a report by Dana Priest and William M. Arkin in The Washington Post[image: External link], "Some 1,271 government organizations and 1,931 private companies work on programs related to counterterrorism, homeland security and intelligence in about 10,000 locations across the United States."[172]

America's thinking on how to defeat radical Islamists is split along two very different schools of thought. Republicans, typically follow what is known as the Bush Doctrine, advocate the military model of taking the fight to the enemy and seeking to democratize the Middle East. Democrats, by contrast, generally propose the law enforcement model of better cooperation with nations and more security at home.[173] In the introduction of the U.S. Army / Marine Corps Counterinsurgency Field Manual, Sarah Sewall states the need for "U.S. forces to make securing the civilian, rather than destroying the enemy, their top priority. The civilian population is the center of gravity—the deciding factor in the struggle.... Civilian deaths create an extended family of enemies—new insurgent recruits or informants––and erode support of the host nation." Sewall sums up the book's key points on how to win this battle: "Sometimes, the more you protect your force, the less secure you may be.... Sometimes, the more force is used, the less effective it is.... The more successful the counterinsurgency is, the less force can be used and the more risk must be accepted.... Sometimes, doing nothing is the best reaction."[174] This strategy, often termed "courageous restraint," has certainly led to some success on the Middle East battlefield, yet it fails to address the central truth: the terrorists we face are mostly homegrown.[173]
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Terrorism research, also called terrorism and counter-terrorism research, is an interdisciplinary academic field which seeks to understand the causes of terrorism, how to prevent it as well as its impact in the broadest sense. Terrorism research can be carried out in both military and civilian contexts, for example by research centres such as the British Centre for the Study of Terrorism and Political Violence[image: External link], the Norwegian Centre for Violence and Traumatic Stress Studies[image: External link], and the International Centre for Counter-Terrorism[image: External link] (ICCT). There are several academic journals devoted to the field.[175]
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Mass media[image: External link] exposure may be a primary goal of those carrying out terrorism, to expose issues that would otherwise be ignored by the media. Some consider this to be manipulation and exploitation of the media.[176]

The Internet[image: External link] has created a new channel for groups to spread their messages.[177] This has created a cycle of measures and counter measures by groups in support of and in opposition to terrorist movements. The United Nations has created its own online counter-terrorism resource.[178]

The mass media will, on occasion, censor organizations involved in terrorism (through self-restraint or regulation) to discourage further terrorism. However, this may encourage organizations to perform more extreme acts of terrorism to be shown in the mass media. Conversely James F. Pastor[image: External link] explains the significant relationship between terrorism and the media, and the underlying benefit each receives from the other.[179]


There is always a point at which the terrorist ceases to manipulate the media gestalt. A point at which the violence may well escalate, but beyond which the terrorist has become symptomatic of the media gestalt itself. Terrorism as we ordinarily understand it is innately media-related.

— Novelist William Gibson[image: External link][180]



Former British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher[image: External link] also famously spoke of the close connection between terrorism and the media, calling publicity 'the oxygen of terrorism'.[181]
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Jones and Libicki (2008) created a list of all the terrorist groups they could find that were active between 1968 and 2006. They found 648. of those, 136 splintered and 244 were still active in 2006.[183] Of the ones that ended, 43 percent converted to nonviolent political actions, like the Irish Republican Army[image: External link] in Northern Ireland. Law enforcement took out 40 percent. Ten percent won. Only 20 groups, 7 percent, were taken out by military force.

Forty-two groups became large enough to be labeled an insurgency; 38 of those had ended by 2006. Of those, 47 percent converted to nonviolent political actors. Only 5 percent were taken out by law enforcement. 26 percent won. 21 percent succumbed to military force.[184] Jones and Libicki concluded that military force may be necessary to deal with large insurgencies but are only occasionally decisive, because the military is too often seen as a bigger threat to civilians than the terrorists. To avoid that, the rules of engagement[image: External link] must be conscious of collateral damage[image: External link] and work to minimize it.

Another researcher, Audrey Cronin, lists six primary ways that terrorist groups end:[185]


	Capture or killing of a group’s leader. (Decapitation).

	Entry of the group into a legitimate political process. (Negotiation).

	Achievement of group aims. (Success).

	Group implosion or loss of public support. (Failure).

	Defeat and elimination through brute force. (Repression).

	Transition from terrorism into other forms of violence. (Reorientation).
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The following terrorism databases are or were made publicly available for research purposes, and track specific acts of terrorism:


	
Global Terrorism Database[image: External link], an open-source database by the University of Maryland, College Park[image: External link] on terrorist events around the world from 1970 through 2015 with more than 150,000 cases.

	MIPT Terrorism Knowledge Base[image: External link]

	Worldwide Incidents Tracking System[image: External link]

	
Tocsearch[image: External link] (dynamic database)



The following publicly available resource indexes electronic and bibliographic resources on the subject of terrorism:


	Human Security Gateway[image: External link]



The following terrorism databases are maintained in secrecy by the United States Government for intelligence and counter-terrorism purposes:


	Terrorist Identities Datamart Environment[image: External link]

	Terrorist Screening Database[image: External link]



Jones and Libicki (2008) includes a table of 268 terrorist groups active between 1968 and 2006 with their status as of 2006: still active, splintered, converted to nonviolence, removed by law enforcement or military, or won. (These data are not in a convenient machine-readable format but are available.)
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	Christian terrorism[image: External link]

	Crimes against humanity[image: External link]

	Cyberterrorism[image: External link]

	Definitions of terrorism[image: External link]

	Domestic terrorism in the United States[image: External link]

	Global Initiative to Combat Nuclear Terrorism[image: External link]

	Global Terrorism Index[image: External link]

	House of Terror[image: External link]

	Islamic extremism[image: External link]

	
Islamic terrorism[image: External link]

	List of Islamist terrorist attacks[image: External link]





	Lynching in the United States[image: External link]

	Jewish religious terrorism[image: External link]

	Jihadi tourism[image: External link]

	Khalistan movement[image: External link]

	List of causes of death by rate[image: External link]

	List of designated terrorist groups[image: External link]

	List of terrorist incidents[image: External link]

	Marxism–Leninism–Maoism[image: External link]

	Narcoterrorism[image: External link]

	National Counter Terrorism Security Office[image: External link]

	Saffron terror[image: External link]

	
State terrorism[image: External link]

	Iran and state-sponsored terrorism[image: External link]

	Pakistan and state-sponsored terrorism[image: External link]

	Police state[image: External link]

	State-sponsored terrorism[image: External link]

	United States and state-sponsored terrorism[image: External link]





	Suicide attack[image: External link]

	Terrorism in Russia[image: External link]

	Terrorism in the European Union[image: External link]

	Victims of Acts of Terror Memorial[image: External link]

	War on Terror[image: External link]

	Violent extremism[image: External link]
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Corruption






For other uses, see Corruption (disambiguation)[image: External link].

See also: Biens mal acquis[image: External link]


"Corrupt" and "Corruptor" redirect here. For other uses, see Corrupt (disambiguation)[image: External link] and Corruptor (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Corruption is a form of dishonest[image: External link] or unethical conduct by a person entrusted with a position of authority, often to acquire personal benefit.[1] Corruption may include many activities including bribery[image: External link] and embezzlement[image: External link], though it may also involve practices that are legal in many countries.[2] Government, or 'political', corruption occurs when an office-holder or other governmental employee acts in an official capacity for personal gain.

Stephen D. Morris,[3] a professor of politics, writes that [political] corruption is the illegitimate use of public power to benefit a private interest.

Economist Ian Senior[4] defines corruption as an action to (a) secretly provide (b) a good or a service to a third party (c) so that he or she can influence certain actions which (d) benefit the corrupt, a third party, or both (e) in which the corrupt agent has authority. Daniel Kaufmann[image: External link],[5] from the World Bank, extends the concept to include 'legal corruption' in which power is abused within the confines of the law—as those with power often have the ability to make laws for their protection. The effect of corruption in infrastructure is to increase costs and construction time, lower the quality and decrease the benefit.[6]



TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Scales of corruption




Corruption can occur on different scales. Corruption ranges from small favors between a small number of people (petty corruption),[7] to corruption that affects the government on a large scale (grand corruption), and corruption that is so prevalent that it is part of the everyday structure of society, including corruption as one of the symptoms of organized crime.
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 Petty corruption




Petty corruption occurs at a smaller scale and takes place at the implementation end of public services when public officials meet the public. For example, in many small places such as registration offices, police stations and many other private and government sectors.
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 Grand corruption




Grand corruption is defined as corruption occurring at the highest levels of government in a way that requires significant subversion of the political, legal and economic systems. Such corruption is commonly found in countries with authoritarian or dictatorial governments but also in those without adequate policing of corruption.[8]

The government system in many countries is divided into the legislative, executive[image: External link] and judiciary branches in an attempt to provide independent services that are less subject to grand corruption due to their independence from one another.[9]
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 Systemic corruption




Systemic corruption (or endemic corruption)[10] is corruption which is primarily due to the weaknesses of an organization or process. It can be contrasted with individual officials or agents who act corruptly within the system.

Factors which encourage systemic corruption include conflicting incentives[image: External link], discretionary powers[image: External link]; monopolistic powers[image: External link]; lack of transparency[image: External link]; low pay; and a culture of impunity[image: External link].[11] Specific acts of corruption include "bribery, extortion, and embezzlement" in a system where "corruption becomes the rule rather than the exception."[12] Scholars distinguish between centralized and decentralized systemic corruption, depending on which level of state or government corruption takes place; in countries such as the Post-Soviet states[image: External link] both types occur.[13] Some scholars argue that there is a negative duty[clarification needed[image: External link]] of western governments to protect against systematic corruption of underdeveloped governments.[14][15]
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 Corruption in different sectors




Corruption can occur in any sectors, whether they be public or private industry or even NGOs[image: External link]. However, only in democratically controlled institutions is there an interest of the public (owner) to develop internal mechanisms to fight active or passive corruption, whereas in private industry as well as in NGOs there is no public control. Therefore, the owners' investors' or sponsors' profits are largely decisive.
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 Government/public sector




Public sector corruption includes corruption of the political process and of government agencies such as the police as well as corruption in processes of allocating public funds for contracts, grants, and hiring. Recent research by the World Bank suggests that who makes policy decisions (elected officials or bureaucrats) can be critical in determining the level of corruption because of the incentives different policy-makers face.[16]
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 Political corruption




Main article: Political corruption


Political corruption is the abuse of public power, office, or resources by elected government officials for personal gain, by extortion, soliciting or offering bribes. It can also take the form of office holders maintaining themselves in office by purchasing votes by enacting laws which use taxpayers' money.[17] Evidence suggests that corruption can have political consequences- with citizens being asked for bribes becoming less likely to identify with their country or region.[18]
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 Police corruption




Main article: Police corruption[image: External link]


Police corruption is a specific form of police misconduct[image: External link] designed to obtain financial benefits, other personal gain, and/or career advancement for a police officer or officers in exchange for not pursuing, or selectively pursuing, an investigation or arrest. One common form of police corruption is soliciting and/or accepting bribes[image: External link] in exchange for not reporting organized drug or prostitution[image: External link] rings or other illegal activities.

Another example is police officers flouting the police code of conduct[image: External link] in order to secure convictions of suspects—for example, through the use of falsified evidence[image: External link]. More rarely, police officers may deliberately and systematically participate in organized crime themselves. In most major cities, there are internal affairs[image: External link] sections to investigate suspected police corruption or misconduct. Similar entities include the British Independent Police Complaints Commission[image: External link].
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 Judicial corruption




Judicial corruption refers to corruption related misconduct of judges, through receiving or giving bribes, improper sentencing of convicted criminals, bias in the hearing and judgement of arguments and other such misconduct.

Governmental corruption of judiciary is broadly known in many transitional and developing countries[image: External link] because the budget[image: External link] is almost completely controlled by the executive. The latter undermines the separation of powers, as it creates a critical financial dependence of the judiciary. The proper national wealth distribution including the government spending on the judiciary is subject of the constitutional economics[image: External link].

It is important to distinguish between the two methods of corruption of the judiciary: the government (through budget planning and various privileges), and the private.[19] Judicial corruption can be difficult to completely eradicate, even in developed countries.[20] Corruption in judiciary also involve the government in power using judicial arm of government to oppress the opposition parties in the detriments of the state.
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 Corruption in the educational system




Corruption in education is a worldwide phenomenon. Corruption in admissions to universities is traditionally considered as one of the most corrupt areas of the education sector.[21] Recent attempts in some countries, such as Russia and Ukraine, to curb corruption in admissions through the abolition of university entrance examinations and introduction of standardized computer graded tests have largely failed.[22] Vouchers for university entrants have never materialized.[23] The cost of corruption is in that it impedes sustainable economic growth.[23][23] Endemic corruption in educational institutions leads to the formation of sustainable corrupt hierarchies.[24][25][26] While higher education in Russia is distinct with widespread bribery, corruption in the US and the UK features a significant amount of fraud.[27][28] The US is distinct with grey areas and institutional corruption in the higher education sector.[29][30] Authoritarian regimes, including those in the former Soviet republics, encourage educational corruption and control universities, especially during the election campaigns.[31] This is typical for Russia,[32] Ukraine,[33] and Central Asian regimes,[34] among others. The general public is well aware of the high level of corruption in colleges and universities, including thanks to the media.[35][36] Doctoral education is no exception, with dissertations and doctoral degrees available for sale, including for politicians.[37] Russian Parliament is notorious for "highly educated" MPs [38] High levels of corruption are a result of universities not being able to break away from their Stalinist past, over bureaucratization,[39] and a clear lack of university autonomy.[40] Both quantitative and qualitative methodologies are employed to study education corruption,[41] but the topic remains largely unattended by the scholars. In many societies and international organizations, education corruption remains a taboo. In some countries, such as certain eastern European countries and certain Asian countries, corruption occurs frequently in universities.[42] This can include bribes to bypass bureaucratic procedures and bribing faculty for a grade.[42][43] The willingness to engage in corruption such as accepting bribe money in exchange for grades decreases if individuals perceive such behavior as very objectionable, i.e. a violation of social norms and if they fear sanctions in terms of the severity and probability of sanctions.[43]
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 Within labor unions




The Teamsters (International Brotherhood of Teamsters[image: External link]) is an example of how the civil RICO[image: External link] process can be used. For decades, the Teamsters have been substantially controlled by La Cosa Nostra[image: External link]. Since 1957, four of eight Teamster presidents were indicted, yet the union continued to be controlled by organized crime elements. The federal government has been successful at removing the criminal influence from this 1.4 million-member union by using the civil process.[44]
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 Corruption in religion




The history of religion includes numerous examples of religious leaders calling attention to corruption in the religious practices and institutions of their time. Jewish prophets Isaiah[image: External link] and Amos[image: External link] berate the rabbinical establishment of Ancient Judea[image: External link] for failing to live up to the ideals of the Torah[image: External link].[45] In the New Testament[image: External link], Jesus[image: External link] accuses the rabbinical establishment of his time of hypocritically following only the ceremonial parts of the Torah and neglecting the more important elements of justice, mercy and faithfulness.[46] In 1517, Martin Luther[image: External link] accuses the Catholic Church[image: External link] of widespread corruption, including selling of indulgences[image: External link].[47]

In 2015, Princeton University[image: External link] professor Kevin M. Kruse[image: External link] advances the thesis that business leaders in the 1930s and 1940s collaborated with clergymen, including James W. Fifield Jr.[image: External link], to develop and promote a new hermeneutical[image: External link] approach to Scripture that would de-emphasize the social Gospel[image: External link] and emphasize themes, such as individual salvation[image: External link], more congenial to free enterprise[image: External link].[48]


	Business leaders, of course, had long been working to " merchandise[image: External link]" themselves through the appropriation of religion. In organizations such as Spiritual Mobilization[image: External link], the prayer breakfast groups, and the Freedoms Foundation[image: External link], they had linked capitalism[image: External link] and Christianity[image: External link] and, at the same time, likened the welfare state to godless paganism.[49]
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 Corruption in philosophy




19th century German philosopher Arthur Schopenhauer[image: External link] acknowledges that academics, including philosophers, are subject to the same sources of corruption as the society they inhabit. He distinguishes the corrupt "university" philosophers, whose "real concern is to earn with credit an honest livelihood for themselves and ... to enjoy a certain prestige in the eyes of the public" [50] from the genuine philosopher, whose sole motive is to discover and bear witness to the truth.


	To be a philosopher, that is to say, a lover of wisdom (for wisdom is nothing but truth), it is not enough for a man to love truth, in so far as it is compatible with his own interest, with the will of his superiors, with the dogmas of the church, or with the prejudices and tastes of his contemporaries; so long as he rests content with this position, he is only a φίλαυτος [lover of self], not a φιλόσοφος [lover of wisdom]. For this title of honor is well and wisely conceived precisely by its stating that one should love the truth earnestly and with one’s whole heart, and thus unconditionally and unreservedly, above all else, and, if need be, in defiance of all else. Now the reason for this is the one previously stated that the intellect has become free, and in this state it does not even know or understand any other interest than that of truth.[51]
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 Methods




In systemic corruption[image: External link] and grand corruption[image: External link], multiple methods of corruption are used concurrently with similar aims.[52]
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 Bribery




Main article: Bribery[image: External link]


Bribery involves the improper use of gifts and favours in exchange for personal gain. This is also known as kickbacks[image: External link] or, in the Middle East, as baksheesh[image: External link]. It is the most common form of corruption.[citation needed[image: External link]] The types of favours given are diverse and may include money, gifts, sexual favours, company shares, entertainment, employment and political benefits. The personal gain that is given can be anything from actively giving preferential treatment to having an indiscretion or crime overlooked.[53]

Bribery can sometimes form a part of the systemic use of corruption for other ends, for example to perpetrate further corruption. Bribery can make officials more susceptible to blackmail or to extortion.
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 Embezzlement, theft and fraud




Main article: Embezzlement[image: External link]


Embezzlement[image: External link] and theft[image: External link] involve someone with access to funds or assets illegally taking control of them. Fraud[image: External link] involves using deception to convince the owner of funds or assets to give them up to an unauthorized party.

Examples include the misdirection of company funds into "shadow companies" (and then into the pockets of corrupt employees), the skimming of foreign aid[image: External link] money, scams and other corrupt activity.
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 Extortion and blackmail




Main article: Extortion[image: External link]


While bribery[image: External link] is the use of positive inducements for corrupt aims, extortion[image: External link] and blackmail[image: External link] centre around the use of threats. This can be the threat of violence or false imprisonment as well as exposure of an individual's secrets or prior crimes.

This includes such behavior as an influential person threatening to go to the media if they do not receive speedy medical treatment (at the expense of other patients), threatening a public official with exposure of their secrets if they do not vote in a particular manner, or demanding money in exchange for continued secrecy.
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 Networking




Main article: Business networking[image: External link]


Networking can be an effective way for job-seekers to gain a competitive edge over others in the job-market. The idea is to cultivate personal relationships with prospective employers, selection panelists, and others, in the hope that these personal affections will influence future hiring decisions. This form of networking has been described as an attempt to corrupt formal hiring processes, where all candidates are given an equal opportunity to demonstrate their merits to selectors. The networker is accused of seeking non-meritocratic advantage over other candidates; advantage that is based on personal fondness rather than on any objective appraisal of which candidate is most qualified for the position.[54][55]
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 Types of corrupt gains
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 Abuse of discretion




Main article: Abuse of discretion[image: External link]


Abuse of discretion[image: External link] refers to the misuse of one's powers and decision-making[image: External link] facilities. Examples include a judge improperly dismissing a criminal case or a customs official using their discretion to allow a banned substance through a port.
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 Favoritism, nepotism and clientelism




Main article: Nepotism[image: External link]


Favouritism[image: External link], nepotism[image: External link] and clientelism[image: External link] involve the favouring of not the perpetrator of corruption but someone related to them, such as a friend, family member or member of an association. Examples would include hiring or promoting a family member or staff member to a role they are not qualified for, who belongs to the same political party as you, regardless of merit.[56]

Some states do not forbid these forms of corruption.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Corruption and economic growth




Corruption is strongly negatively associated with the share of private investment and, hence, it lowers the rate of economic growth.[57]

Corruption reduces the returns of productive activities. If the returns to production fall faster than the returns to corruption and rent-seeking activities, resources will flow from productive activities to corruption activities over time. This will result in a lower stock of producible inputs like human capital in corrupted countries.[57]

Corruption creates the opportunity for increased inequality, reduces the return of productive activities, and, hence, makes rentseeking and corruption activities more attractive. This opportunity for increased inequality not only generates psychological frustration to the underprivileged but also reduces productivity growth, investment, and job opportunities.[57]
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 Causes of corruption




According to a 2017 survey study, the following factors have been attributed as causes of corruption:[58]


	Higher levels of bureaucracy and inefficient administrative structures

	Low levels of democracy, weak civil participation and low political transparency

	Low press freedom

	Low economic freedom

	Large ethnic divisions and high levels of in-group favoritism[image: External link]


	Gender inequality

	Low degree of integration in the world economy

	Large government size

	Low levels of government decentralization

	Former French, Portuguese, or Spanish colonies have been shown to have greater corruption than former British colonies

	Low levels of market and political competition

	Resource wealth[image: External link]

	Poverty

	Political instability

	Weak property rights

	Contagion from corrupt neighboring countries

	Low levels of education

	Low Internet access
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 Preventing corruption




R. Klitgaard[59] postulates that corruption will occur if the corrupt gain is greater than the penalty multiplied by the likelihood of being caught and prosecuted:

Corrupt gain > Penalty × Likelihood of being caught and prosecuted

The degree of corruption will then be a function of the degree of monopoly[image: External link] and discretion in deciding who should get how much on the one hand and the degree to which this activity is accountable and transparent on the other hand. Still, these equations (which should be understood in a qualitative rather than a quantitative manner) seem to be lacking one aspect: a high degree of monopoly and discretion accompanied by a low degree of transparency does not automatically lead to corruption without any moral weakness or insufficient integrity. Also, low penalties in combination with a low probability of being caught will only lead to corruption if people tend to neglect ethics and moral commitment. The original Klitgaard equation has therefore been amended by C. Stephan[60] into:

Degree of corruption = Monopoly + Discretion – Transparency – Morality

According to Stephan, the moral dimension has an intrinsic and an extrinsic component. The intrinsic component refers to a mentality problem, the extrinsic component to external circumstances like poverty, inadequate remuneration, inappropriate work conditions and inoperable or overcomplicated procedures which demoralize people and let them search for "alternative" solutions.

According to the amended Klitgaard equation, limitation of monopoly and regulator discretion of individuals and a high degree of transparency through independent oversight by non-governmental organisations (NGOs) and the media plus public access to reliable information could reduce the problem. Djankov and other researchers[61] have independently addressed the important role information plays in fighting corruption with evidence from both developing and developed countries. Disclosing financial information of government officials to the public is associated with improving institutional accountability and eliminating misbehavior such as vote buying. The effect is specifically remarkable when the disclosures concern politicians’ income sources, liabilities and asset level instead of just income level. Any extrinsic aspects that might reduce morality should be eliminated. Additionally, a country should establish a culture of ethical conduct in society with the government setting the good example in order to enhance the intrinsic morality.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Anti-corruption programmes




The Foreign Corrupt Practices Act[image: External link] (FCPA, USA 1977) was an early paradigmatic law for many western countries i.e. industrial countries of the OECD[image: External link]. There, for the first time the old principal-agent approach was moved back where mainly the victim (a society, private or public) and a passive corrupt member (an individual) were considered, whereas the active corrupt part was not in the focus of legal prosecution. Unprecedented, the law of an industrial country directly condemned active corruption, particularly in international business transactions, which was at that time in contradiction to anti-bribery activities of the World Bank and its spin-off organization Transparency International[image: External link].

As early as 1989 the OECD had established an ad hoc Working Group in order to explore "...the concepts fundamental to the offense of corruption, and the exercise of national jurisdiction over offenses committed wholly or partially abroad."[62] Based on the FCPA concept, the Working Group presented in 1994 the then "OECD Anti-Bribery Recommendation" as precursor for the OECD Convention on Combating Bribery of Foreign Public Officials in International Business Transactions[image: External link][63] which was signed in 1997 by all member countries and came finally into force in 1999. However, because of ongoing concealed corruption in international transactions several instruments of Country Monitoring[64] have been developed since then by the OECD in order to foster and evaluate related national activities in combating foreign corrupt practices.

In 2013, a document[65] produced by the economic and private sector professional evidence and applied knowledge services help-desk discusses some of the existing practices on anti-corruption. They found:


	The theories behind the fight against corruption are moving from a Principal agent approach[image: External link] to a collective action problem[image: External link]. Principal-agent[image: External link] theories seem not to be suitable to target systemic corruption.

	The role of multilateral institutions has been crucial in the fight against corruption. UNCAC[image: External link] provides a common guideline for countries around the world. Both Transparency International[image: External link] and the World Bank[image: External link] provide assistance to national governments in term of diagnostic and design of anti-corruption policies.

	The use of anti-corruption agencies have proliferated in recent years after the signing of UNCAC[image: External link]. They found no convincing evidence on the extent of their contribution, or the best way to structure them.

	Traditionally anti-corruption policies have been based on success experiences and common sense. In recent years there has been an effort to provide a more systematic evaluation of the effectiveness of anti-corruption policies. They found that this literature is still in its infancy.

	Anti-corruption policies that may be in general recommended to developing countries may not be suitable for post-conflict countries. Anti-corruption policies in fragile states have to be carefully tailored.

	Anti-corruption policies can improve the business environment. There is evidence that lower corruption may facilitate doing business and improve firm’s productivity. Rwanda[image: External link] in the last decade has made tremendous progress in improving governance and the business environment providing a model to follow for post-conflict countries.[65]
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 Corruption tourism




See also: Kleptocracy Tour[image: External link]


In some countries people travel to corruption hot spots or a specialist tour company takes them on corruption city tours, as it is the case in Prague[image: External link].[66][67][68][69] Corruption tours have also occurred in Chicago[image: External link],[70] and Mexico City[image: External link] [71][72]
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 Legal corruption




Though corruption is often viewed as illegal, there is an evolving concept of legal corruption,[5][73][original research?[image: External link]] as developed by Daniel Kaufmann[image: External link] and Pedro Vicente. It might be termed as processes which are corrupt, but are protected by a legal (that is, specifically permitted, or at least not proscribed by law) framework.[74]
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 Examples of legal corruption




In 1977 the USA had enacted the Foreign Corrupt Practices Act[image: External link] (FCPA)[75] "for the purpose of making it unlawful... to make payments to foreign government officials to assist in obtaining or retaining business" and invited all OECD countries to follow suit. In 1997 a corresponding OECD Anti-Bribery Convention[image: External link] was signed by its members.[76][77]

17 years after the FCPA enacting, a Parliamentary Financial Commission in Bonn presented a comparative study on legal corruption in industrialized OECD countries[78] As a result, they reported that in most industrial countries even at that time (1994) foreign corruption was legal, and that their foreign corrupt practices had been diverging to a large extent, ranging from simple legalization, through governmental subsidization (tax deduction), up to extremes like in Germany where foreign corruption was fostered,[79] whereas domestic was legally prosecuted. Consequently, in order to support national export corporations the Parliamentary Financial Commission recommended to reject a related previous Parliamentary Proposal by the opposition leader which had been aiming to limit German foreign corruption on the basis of the US FCPA.[80] Only after the OECD Anti-Bribery Convention[image: External link] came into force Germany withdraw the legalization of foreign corruption in 1999.[81]
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 Foreign corrupt practices of industrialized OECD countries 1994 (Parliamentary Financial Commission study, Bonn)[78]




Belgium: bribe payments are generally tax deductible as business expenses if the name and address of the beneficiary is disclosed. Under the following conditions kickbacks in connection with exports abroad are permitted for deduction even without proof of the receiver:


	Payments must be necessary in order to be able to survive against foreign competition

	They must be common in the industry

	A corresponding application must be made to the Treasury each year

	Payments must be appropriate

	The payer has to pay a lump-sum to the tax office to be fixed by the Finance Minister (at least 20% of the amount paid).



In the absence of the required conditions, for corporate taxable companies paying bribes without proof of the receiver, a special tax of 200% is charged. This special tax may, however, be abated along with the bribe amount as an operating expense.

Denmark: bribe payments are deductible when a clear operational context exists and its adequacy is maintained.

France: basically all operating expenses can be deducted. However, staff costs must correspond to an actual work done and must not be excessive compared to the operational significance. This also applies to payments to foreign parties. Here, the receiver shall specify the name and address, unless the total amount in payments per beneficiary does not exceed 500 FF. If the receiver is not disclosed the payments are considered "rémunérations occult" and are associated with the following disadvantages:


	The business expense deduction (of the bribe money) is eliminated.

	For corporations and other legal entities, a tax penalty of 100% of the "rémunérations occult" and 75% for voluntary post declaration is to be paid.

	There may be a general fine of up 200 FF fixed per case.



Japan: in Japan, bribes are deductible as business expenses that are justified by the operation (of the company) if the name and address of the recipient is specified. This also applies to payments to foreigners. If the indication of the name is refused, the expenses claimed are not recognized as operating expenses.

Canada: there is no general rule on the deductibility or non-deductibility of kickbacks and bribes. Hence the rule is that necessary expenses for obtaining the income (contract) are deductible. Payments to members of the public service and domestic administration of justice, to officers and employees and those charged with the collection of fees, entrance fees etc. for the purpose to entice the recipient to the violation of his official duties, can not be abated as business expenses as well as illegal payments according to the Criminal Code.

Luxembourg: bribes, justified by the operation (of a company) are deductible as business expenses. However, the tax authorities may require that the payer is to designate the receiver by name. If not, the expenses are not recognized as operating expenses.

Netherlands: all expenses that are directly or closely related to the business are deductible. This also applies to expenditure outside the actual business operations if they are considered beneficial as to the operation for good reasons by the management. What counts is the good merchant custom. Neither the law nor the administration is authorized to determine which expenses are not operationally justified and therefore not deductible. For the business expense deduction it is not a requirement that the recipient is specified. It is sufficient to elucidate to the satisfaction of the tax authorities that the payments are in the interest of the operation.

Austria: bribes justified by the operation (of a company) are deductible as business expenses. However, the tax authority may require that the payer names the recipient of the deducted payments exactly. If the indication of the name is denied e.g. because of business comity, the expenses claimed are not recognized as operating expenses. This principle also applies to payments to foreigners.

Switzerland: bribe payments are tax deductible if it is clearly operation initiated and the consignee is indicated.

US: (rough résumé: "generally operational expenses are deductible if they are not illegal according to the FCPA")

UK: kickbacks and bribes are deductible if they have been paid for operating purposes. The tax authority may request the name and address of the recipient."
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 "Specific" legal corruption: exclusively against foreign countries




Referring to the recommendation of the above-mentioned Parliamentary Financial Commission's study,[78] the then Kohl administration (1991-1994) decided to maintain the legality of corruption against officials exclusively in foreign transactions[82] and confirmed the full deductibility of bribe money, co-financing thus a specific nationalistic corruption practice (§4 Abs. 5 Nr. 10 EStG, valid until March 19, 1999) in contradiction to the 1994 OECD recommendation.[83] The respective law was not changed before the OECD Convention also in Germany came into force (1999).[84] According to the Parliamentary Financial Commission's study, however, in 1994 most countries' corruption practices were not nationalistic and much more limited by the respective laws compared to Germany.[85]

Particularly, the non-disclosure of the bribe money recipients' name in tax declarations had been a powerful instrument for Legal Corruption during the 1990s for German corporations, enabling them to block foreign legal jurisdictions which intended to fight corruption in their countries. Hence, they uncontrolled established a strong network of clientelism around Europe (e.g. SIEMENS)[86] along with the formation of the European Single Market[image: External link] in the upcoming European Union[image: External link] and the Eurozone[image: External link]. Moreover, in order to further strengthen active corruption the prosecution of tax evasion during that decade had been severely limited. German tax authorities were instructed to refuse any disclosure of bribe recipients' names from tax declarations to the German criminal prosecution.[87] As a result, German corporations have been systematically increasing their informal economy from 1980 until today up to 350 bn € per annum (see diagram on the right), thus continuously feeding their black money reserves.[88]
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 A Siemens corruption case




In 2007, Siemens[image: External link] was convicted in the District Court of Darmstadt[image: External link] of criminal corruption against the Italian corporation Enel Power SpA[image: External link]. Siemens had paid almost €3.5 million in bribes to be selected for a €200 million project from the Italian corporation, partially owned by the government. The deal was handled through black money[image: External link] accounts in Switzerland[image: External link] and Liechtenstein[image: External link] that were established specifically for such purposes.[89] Because the crime was committed in 1999, after the OECD convention had come into force, this foreign corrupt practice could be prosecuted. According to Bucerius Law School professors Frank Saliger and Karsten Gaede, for the first time a German court of law convicted foreign corrupt practices like national ones although the corresponding law did not yet protect foreign competitors in business.[90]

During the judicial proceedings however it was disclosed that numerous such black accounts had been established in the past decades.[86]
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 Historical responses in philosophical and religious thought




Philosophers and religious thinkers have responded to the inescapable reality of corruption in different ways. Plato[image: External link], in The Republic[image: External link], acknowledges the corrupt nature of political institutions, and recommends that philosophers "shelter behind a wall" to avoid senselessly martyring themselves.


	Disciples of philosophy ... have tasted how sweet and blessed a possession philosophy is, and have also seen and been satisfied of the madness of the multitude, and known that there is no one who ever acts honestly in the administration of States, nor any helper who will save any one who maintains the cause of the just. Such a savior would be like a man who has fallen among wild beasts—unable to join in the wickedness of his fellows, neither would he be able alone to resist all their fierce natures, and therefore he would be of no use to the State or to his friends, and would have to throw away his life before he had done any good to himself or others. And he reflects upon all this, and holds his peace, and does his own business. He is like one who retires under the shelter of a wall in the storm of dust and sleet which the driving wind hurries along; and when he sees the rest of mankind full of wickedness, he is content if only he can live his own life and be pure from evil or unrighteousness, and depart in peace and good will, with bright hopes.[91]




The New Testament[image: External link], in keeping with the tradition of Ancient Greek thought, also frankly acknowledges the corruption of the world (ὁ κόσμος[image: External link])[92] and claims to offer a way of keeping the spirit "unspotted from the world."[93] Paul of Tarsus[image: External link] acknowledges his readers must inevitably "deal with the world,"[94] and recommends they adopt an attitude of "as if not" in all their dealings. When they buy a thing, for example, they should relate to it "as if it were not theirs to keep."[95] New Testament readers are advised to refuse to "conform to the present age"[96] and not to be ashamed to be peculiar or singular.[97] They are advised not be friends of the corrupt world, because "friendship with the world is enmity with God."[98] They are advised not to love the corrupt world or the things of the world.[99] The rulers of this world, Paul explains, "are coming to nothing"[100] While readers must obey corrupt rulers in order to live in the world,[101] the spirit is subject to no law but to love God and love our neighbors as ourselves.[102] New Testament readers are advised to adopt a disposition in which they are "in the world, but not of the world."[103] This disposition, Paul claims, shows us a way to escape "slavery to corruption" and experience the freedom and glory of being innocent "children of God."[104]
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 See also






	Academic careerism[image: External link]

	Appearance of corruption[image: External link]

	Conflict of interest[image: External link]

	Graft (politics)[image: External link]

	Lobbying[image: External link]

	Pay to play[image: External link]

	Political corruption

	Regulatory capture[image: External link]

	Transparency International[image: External link]

	United Nations Convention against Corruption

	Whistleblowers[image: External link]



Terms for corruption in non-European contexts


	
Guanxi[image: External link]: personalized networks of influence in China

	
Wasta[image: External link]: use of nepotism, clout or connections in the Arab world
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International Narcotics Control Board






The International Narcotics Control Board (INCB) is the independent and quasi-judicial[image: External link] control organ for the implementation of the United Nations[image: External link] drug conventions. It plays an important role in monitoring enforcement of restrictions on narcotics[image: External link] and psychotropics[image: External link] and in deciding which precursors[image: External link] should be regulated.
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 History




The Board has predecessors since the League of Nations. It all started in 1909 in Shanghai with the International Opium Commission, the first international drug control conference. The International Opium Convention[image: External link] of 1925 established the Permanent Central Board (first known as the Permanent Central Opium Board and then as the Permanent Central Narcotics Board).[1] That Board started its work in 1929. After the dissolution of the League, the 1946 Protocol Amending the Agreements, Conventions and Protocols on Narcotic Drugs[image: External link] concluded at The Hague on 23 January 1912, at Geneva on 11 February 1925 and 19 February 1925, and 13 July 1931, at Bangkok on 27 November 1931 and at Geneva on 26 June 1936, created a Supervisory Body to administer the estimate system. The functions of both bodies were merged into the Board by the 1961 Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs. The composition of the Board under the Single Convention was strongly influenced by the 1946 treaty.
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 Responsibilities




The drug control treaties divide power between the Board and the Commission on Narcotic Drugs[image: External link]. The Commission has power to influence drug control policy by advising other bodies and deciding how various substances will be controlled. However, enforcement power is reserved to the Board.

Article 9[image: External link] of the Single Convention provides that the Board shall endeavour to:


	Limit the cultivation, production, manufacture and use of drugs to an adequate amount required for medical and scientific purposes;

	Ensure their availability for such purposes; and

	Prevent illicit cultivation, production and manufacture of, and illicit trafficking in and use of, drugs.



Thus, the Single Convention seeks to allow medical and scientific use of psychoactive drugs while preventing recreational use. Accordingly, Article 12[image: External link] gives the Board the responsibility of allocating quotas among Parties concerning licit cultivation, production, manufacture, export, import, distribution and trade in an attempt to prevent leakage of drugs from licit sources into the illicit traffic. The Board establishes estimates for all nations, including non-Parties to the Single Convention.

Article 18[image: External link] of the Convention on Psychotropic Substances requires the Board to issue annual reports on its work.

Article 12[image: External link] of the United Nations Convention Against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances requires the Board to report annually to the Commission on the implementation of the Convention's restrictions on chemicals in Table I and Table II, the treaty's two categories of precursor substances in illicit drug manufacture. In the case of a precursor substance not yet regulated, the Convention also requires the Board to communicate to the Commission on Narcotic Drugs[image: External link] an assessment of the substance if it finds that:


	The substance is frequently used in the illicit manufacture of a narcotic drug or psychotropic substance; and

	The volume and extent of the illicit manufacture of a narcotic drug or psychotropic substance creates serious public health or social problems, so as to warrant international action.



The Convention requires the Board to notify the United Nations Secretary-General whenever it has information which, in its opinion, may justify adding a substance to, deleting a substance from, or transferring a substance between, the Tables. The Secretary-General then transmits that information to the Parties and the Commission, and the Commission makes the decision, "taking into account the comments submitted by the Parties and the comments and recommendations of the Board, whose assessment shall be determinative as to scientific matters, and also taking into due consideration any other relevant factors".
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 Enforcement powers




Article 14[image: External link] of the Single Convention, Article 19[image: External link] of the Convention on Psychotropic Drugs, and Article 22[image: External link] of the Convention Against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances give the Board the authority to investigate the failure of any country or region to carry out the Convention's provisions. This includes countries that are not Parties to the Conventions. The Board can ask for explanations from the Government in question, propose that a study of the matter be carried out in its territory, and call upon the Government to adopt remedial measures.

If the Board finds that the Government has failed to give satisfactory explanations, or has failed to adopt remedial measures that it has been called upon to take, the Board can call the attention of the Parties, the Council, and the Commission to the matter. The Board can also publish a report on the matter for communication to all Parties. Under some circumstances, it can penalize a violator by reducing its export quota of opium, under the provisions of Article 21 bis.[2] The Board can even "recommend to the Parties that they stop the export, import, or both, of particular psychotropic substances, from or to the country or region concerned, either for a designated period or until the Board shall be satisfied as to the situation in that country or region." The Commentary to the Convention on Narcotic Drugs points out, "This is a very serious measure, and it cannot be assumed that the Board has that authority except in very grave situations".[3] Decisions under Article 19 require a two-thirds vote of the Board.

The Commentary to the Convention on Psychotropic Substances notes, "Since the Board is not in continuous session and in fact meets only a few weeks each year, it has to delegate to its secretariat the required authority in order to maintain between its sessions 'the mechanism for a continuing dialogue' with Governments".[4]
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 Membership




Article 9[image: External link] of the Single Convention specifies that the Board shall be made up of thirteen members elected by the UN Economic and Social Council[image: External link], including:


	Three members with medical, pharmacological or pharmaceutical experience from a list of at least five persons nominated by the World Health Organization[image: External link]; and

	Ten members from a list of persons nominated by the Members of the United Nations[image: External link] and by Parties which are not Members of the United Nations.



The Article requires the Council to make arrangements to ensure the Board's independence. Article 10[image: External link] specifies that "[t]he members of the Board shall serve for a period of five years, and may be re-elected." The lengthy terms, and the fact that the Board is made up of individuals rather than nation-states, help buffer the Board from political pressure. The requirement that members with "medical, pharmacological or pharmaceutical experience" be placed on the Board was the result of lobbying by the pharmaceuticals industry. The provision that three members would be WHO nominees is similar to the 1946 treaty's provision that two of the four members of the Supervisory Body would be appointed by the WHO. The requirement that nominees be appointed by ECOSOC is similar to the 1946 treaty's provision that one of the four members of the Supervisory Body be appointed by ECOSOC's Commission on Narcotic Drugs.
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 Controversy




The INCB is criticised for their behaviour in urging sovereign states to stay in bounds of the conventions. It is not their place to comment on matters that are the sole purview of national governments. The move to a more political role combined with a very rigid interpretation of the drug control conventions, passing judgement on states, is considered problematic. [5]

The Board routinely draws the attention of the international community to interesting drug control developments. On the United Kingdom[image: External link], the report of the Board for 2002 noted “ the announcement by the Government of the United Kingdom that cannabis would be placed in a different schedule, requiring less severe controls, and the worldwide repercussions caused by that announcement, including confusion and widespread misunderstanding. A survey undertaken in the United Kingdom found that as many as 94 per cent of children believed that cannabis was a legal substance or even some type of medicine. The survey also discovered that nearly 80 per cent of teachers in the United Kingdom believed that the recent reclassification of cannabis would make educating pupils about the dangers of drug abuse more challenging and difficult. Several opinion polls taken in July and August 2002 found that the majority of the population did not support that reclassification.” (Paragraph 499, [1][image: External link]) Parliamentary Under Secretary of State Bob Ainsworth responded:[6]


	The comments made in your report, your selective and inaccurate use of statistics, and failure to refer to the scientific basis on which the UK Government's decision was based all add up to an ill-informed and potentially damaging message. This was compounded by the way in which the Board presented the cannabis reclassification decision to the media at the launch of its annual report on 26 February. For example, the Board representative is quoted as having said that we might end up in the next 10 or 20 years with our psychiatric hospitals filled with people who have problems with cannabis, and that a recent study by the British Lung Foundation found smoking three cannabis joints caused the same damage to the linings of the airways as 20 cigarettes. These are totally misleading statements.



In 2008, the Home Secretary of the United Kingdom recommended that cannabis be reclassified as a class B drug. [2][image: External link]

In April 2003, former United Nations Drug Control Programme[image: External link] Chief of Demand Reduction Cindy Fazey[image: External link] penned a scathing review of the Board, accusing it of overstepping its bounds:[7]


	Unfortunately these individuals also see their role not only as the guardians of the conventions, but also the interpreters of them as well. In their annual report they have criticised many governments, such as Canada for permitting the medicinal use of cannabis, Australia for providing injecting rooms and the United Kingdom for proposing to downgrade the classification of cannabis, which would entail less serious penalties than at present. These criticisms go far beyond their remit, and indeed it is hubris to criticise the Canadian Supreme Court.



In the wake of the United States Supreme Court[image: External link]'s decision in Gonzales v. Raich[image: External link], the Board welcomed "the decision of the United States Supreme Court, made on 6 June, reaffirming that the cultivation and use of cannabis, even if it is for 'medical' use, should be prohibited." The Board's President, Hamid Ghodse[image: External link], opined:[8]


	INCB has for many years pointed out that the evidence that cannabis might be useful as a medicine is insufficient. Countries should not authorise the use of cannabis as a medicine until conclusive results based on research are available. Sound scientific evidence for its safety, efficacy and usefulness is required to justify its use in medical practice. Any research into cannabis as a medicine should involve the World Health Organization, as the responsible international health agency.



The Senlis Council[image: External link] has argued in March 2006 that the INCB is not taking seriously its responsibility vis-à-vis the global needs for medicines:[9]


	The INCB is responsible for ensuring adequate supplies of drugs for medical use. Currently millions of people are suffering due to a mounting global shortage of opium-based painkillers such as morphine and codeine, especially in the developing world. The methods used by the INCB to calculate the amounts needed of these medicines are flawed and need to be reconsidered.



The INCB has published several special reports on the availability of opiates for medical needs, going back to 1989 and 1995 [3][image: External link] and has repeatedly called for urgent global action to address the situation [4][image: External link].

In its most recent report, noting that millions of people around the world are suffering from acute and chronic pain, the INCB calls on Governments to support a new programme of the World Health Organization (WHO), which aims at improving access to those medicines. [5][image: External link]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 See also





	United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime

	The Senlis Council[image: External link]

	Cannabis reclassification in the United Kingdom[image: External link]

	1946 Lake Success Protocol[image: External link]

	
INCB collection[image: External link] at Transnational Institute





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 References





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Citations






	
^ UN (1999): "Evolution of international drug control, 1945-1995" Bulletin on Narcotics, Vol. LI, Nos. 1 and 2[image: External link] Archived[image: External link] 2006-01-13 at the Wayback Machine[image: External link].


	
^ Article 11 NEW ARTICLE 21 BIS[image: External link]


	
^ Article 6 AMENDMENTS TO ARTICLE 14, PARAGRAPHS 1 AND 2 OF THE SINGLE CONVENTION[image: External link] Archived[image: External link] 2004-12-21 at the Wayback Machine[image: External link].


	
^ Article 2 AMENDMENTS TO THE TITLE OF ARTICLE 9 OF THE SINGLE CONVENTION AND ITS PARAGRAPH 1 AND INSERTION OF NEW PARAGRAPHS 4 AND 5[image: External link] Archived[image: External link] 2004-12-21 at the Wayback Machine[image: External link].


	
^ Primer on the UN Drug Control Conventions - Transnational Institute[image: External link]


	
^ Road to Vienna: British Government Chides International Narcotics Control Board on Cannabis Rescheduling Critique[image: External link]


	
^ fuoriluogo.it - aprile 2003[image: External link]


	
^ INCB: US Supreme Court Decision on Cannabis Upholds International Law[image: External link] Archived[image: External link] 2011-05-14 at the Wayback Machine[image: External link].


	
^ http://www.senliscouncil.net/modules/media_centre/news_releases/56_news[image: External link]







[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Sources





	Bayer, I. and Ghodse, H.: Evolution of International Drug Control, 1945-1995[image: External link], United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime.

	
Commentary on the Protocol Amending the Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs[image: External link].

	
INCB: US Supreme Court Decision on Cannabis Upholds International Law[image: External link], International Narcotics Control Board, June 8, 2005.

	
International Narcotics Control Board[image: External link].

	
Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs 1961[image: External link], International Narcotics Control Board.

	Fazey, Cindy: The UN Drug Policies and the Prospect for Change[image: External link], Apr. 2003.

	
Protocol Amending the Agreements, Conventions and Protocols on Narcotic Drugs concluded at The Hague on 23 January 1912, at Geneva on 11 February 1925 and 19 February 1925, and 13 July 1931, at Bangkok on 27 November 1931 and at Geneva on 26 June 1936[image: External link]. Text of treaty.

	
Road to Vienna: British Government Chides International Narcotics Control Board on Cannabis Rescheduling Critique[image: External link], Mar. 28, 2003.`

	
INCB collection[image: External link] at Transnational Institute


	Transnational Institute TNI Sending the wrong message[image: External link], March 2007.

	TNI Response to INCB's Annual Report 2007[image: External link], March 2008.

	
INCB and Coca[image: External link], TNI.




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 External links





	
http://www.incb.org[image: External link] International Narcotics Control Board - official website

	
https://web.archive.org/web/20051016102915/http://www.incb.org/incb/convention_1961.htmlINCB[image: External link] - Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs, 1961

	
https://web.archive.org/web/20060621035248/http://www.incb.org/incb/yellow_list.html[image: External link] INCB "Yellow list" - List of Narcotic Drugs under International Control[dead link[image: External link]]


	
https://web.archive.org/web/20100126231211/http://www.incb.org/incb/green_list.html[image: External link] INCB "Green list" - List of Psychotropic Substances under International Control[dead link[image: External link]]


	
https://web.archive.org/web/20100226234140/http://www.incb.org/incb/en/annual-report-2009.htmlINCB[image: External link] Annual Report 2009





Categories[image: External link]:

	Quasi-judicial bodies[image: External link]

	Drug policy organizations[image: External link]

	Organizations established in 1961[image: External link]

	Organizations established by the United Nations[image: External link]
















This page was last edited on 5 May 2017, at 23:31.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article International Narcotics Control Board: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Narcotics_Control_Board [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=International_Narcotics_Control_Board [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 Etymology

	2 Medication

	3 Spiritual and religious use

	4 Smart drugs and designer drugs

	5 Recreational drug use

	6 Administration of drugs

	7 Control of drugs

	8 See also

	9 References

	10 Further reading

	11 External links





Drug






For other uses, see Drug (disambiguation)[image: External link].

A drug is any substance (other than food[image: External link] that provides nutritional support) that, when inhaled[image: External link], injected[image: External link], smoked[image: External link], consumed[image: External link], absorbed[image: External link] via a patch[image: External link] on the skin, or dissolved under the tongue[image: External link] causes a physiological change in the body.[2][3]

In pharmacology[image: External link], a pharmaceutical drug[image: External link], also called a medication or medicine, is a chemical substance used to treat[image: External link], cure[image: External link], prevent[image: External link], or diagnose[image: External link] a disease[image: External link] or to promote well-being[image: External link].[2] Traditionally drugs were obtained through extraction from medicinal plants[image: External link], but more recently also by organic synthesis[image: External link].[4] Pharmaceutical drugs may be used for a limited duration, or on a regular basis for chronic disorders[image: External link].[5]

Pharmaceutical drugs are often classified into drug classes[image: External link]—groups of related drugs that have similar chemical structures[image: External link], the same mechanism of action[image: External link] (binding to the same biological target[image: External link]), a related mode of action[image: External link], and that are used to treat the same disease.[6][verification needed[image: External link]][7] The Anatomical Therapeutic Chemical Classification System[image: External link] (ATC), the most widely used drug classification system, assigns drugs a unique ATC code[image: External link], which is an alphanumeric code that assigns it to specific drug classes within the ATC system. Another major classification system is the Biopharmaceutics Classification System[image: External link]. This classifies drugs according to their solubility and permeability or absorption[image: External link] properties.[8]

Psychoactive drugs[image: External link] are chemical substances that affect the function of the central nervous system[image: External link], altering perception[image: External link], mood[image: External link] or consciousness[image: External link].[9] They include alcohol[image: External link], a depressant[image: External link] (and a stimulant in small quantities), and the stimulants[image: External link] nicotine[image: External link] and caffeine[image: External link]. These three are the most widely consumed psychoactive drugs worldwide[10] and are also considered recreational drugs[image: External link] since they are used for pleasure rather than medicinal purposes.[11] Other recreational drugs include hallucinogens[image: External link], opiates[image: External link] and amphetamines[image: External link] and some of these are also used in spiritual or religious settings. Some drugs can cause addiction[image: External link] [12] and all drugs can have side effects[image: External link].[13] Excessive use of stimulants can promote stimulant psychosis[image: External link]. Many recreational drugs are illicit[image: External link] and international treaties such as the Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs exist for the purpose of their prohibition[image: External link].
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 Etymology




In English, the noun "drug" is thought to originate from Old French "drogue", possibly deriving later into "droge-vate" from Middle Dutch meaning "dry barrels", referring to medicinal plants preserved in them.[14] The transitive verb "to drug" (meaning intentionally administer a substance to someone, often without their knowledge) arose later and invokes the psychoactive rather than medicinal properties of a substance.[15]
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 Medication




Main articles: Pharmaceutical drug[image: External link] and Drug class[image: External link]


A medication or medicine is a drug[image: External link] taken to cure or ameliorate any symptoms of an illness[image: External link] or medical condition. The use may also be as preventive medicine[image: External link] that has future benefits but does not treat any existing or pre-existing diseases or symptoms.Dispensing of medication is often regulated by governments[image: External link] into three categories— over-the-counter[image: External link] medications, which are available in pharmacies[image: External link] and supermarkets without special restrictions; behind-the-counter[image: External link] medicines, which are dispensed by a pharmacist[image: External link] without needing a doctor's prescription, and prescription only medicines[image: External link], which must be prescribed by a licensed medical professional[image: External link], usually a physician[image: External link].[16]

In the United Kingdom, behind-the-counter medicines are called pharmacy medicines[image: External link] which can only be sold in registered pharmacies, by or under the supervision of a pharmacist. These medications are designated by the letter P on the label.[17] The range of medicines available without a prescription varies from country to country. Medications are typically produced by pharmaceutical companies[image: External link] and are often patented[image: External link] to give the developer exclusive rights to produce them. Those that are not patented (or with expired patents) are called generic drugs[image: External link] since they can be produced by other companies without restrictions or licenses from the patent holder.[18]

Pharmaceutical drugs are usually categorised into drug classes[image: External link]. A group of drugs will share a similar chemical structure[image: External link], or have the same mechanism of action[image: External link], the same related mode of action[image: External link] or target the same illness or related illnesses.[6][19] The Anatomical Therapeutic Chemical Classification System[image: External link] (ATC), the most widely used drug classification system, assigns drugs a unique ATC code[image: External link], which is an alphanumeric code that assigns it to specific drug classes within the ATC system. Another major classification system is the Biopharmaceutics Classification System[image: External link]. This groups drugs according to their solubility and permeability or absorption[image: External link] properties.[8]
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 Spiritual and religious use




Main article: Entheogen[image: External link]


Some religions, particularly ethnic religions[image: External link] are based completely on the use of certain drugs, known as entheogens[image: External link], which are mostly hallucinogens[image: External link],— psychedelics[image: External link], dissociatives[image: External link], or deliriants[image: External link]. Some drugs used as entheogens include kava[image: External link] which can act as a stimulant[image: External link], a sedative[image: External link], a euphoriant[image: External link] and an anesthetic[image: External link]. The roots of the kava plant are used to produce a drink which is consumed throughout the cultures of the Pacific Ocean[image: External link].

Some shamans[image: External link] from different cultures use entheogens, defined as "generating the divine within"[20] to achieve religious ecstasy[image: External link]. Amazonian shamans use ayahuasca[image: External link] (yagé) a hallucinogenic brew for this purpose. Mazatec shamans[image: External link] have a long and continuous tradition of religious use of Salvia divinorum[image: External link] a psychoactive[image: External link] plant. Its use is to facilitate visionary states of consciousness[image: External link] during spiritual healing sessions.[21]

Silene undulata[image: External link] is regarded by the Xhosa people[image: External link] as a sacred plant and used as an entheogen. Its root is traditionally used to induce vivid (and according to the Xhosa, prophetic) lucid dreams[image: External link] during the initiation process of shamans[image: External link], classifying it a naturally occurring oneirogen[image: External link] similar to the more well-known dream herb Calea ternifolia[image: External link].[22]

Peyote[image: External link] a small spineless cactus[image: External link] has been a major source of psychedelic mescaline[image: External link] and has probably been used by Native Americans[image: External link] for at least five thousand years.[23][24] Most mescaline is now obtained from a few species of columnar cacti in particular from San Pedro[image: External link] and not from the vulnerable peyote.[25]

The entheogenic use of cannabis[image: External link] has also been widely practised [26] for centuries.[27] Rastafari[image: External link] use marijuana[image: External link] (ganja) as a sacrament[image: External link] in their religious ceremonies[image: External link].

Psychedelic mushrooms (psilocybin mushrooms[image: External link]), commonly called magic mushrooms or shrooms have also long been used as entheogens.
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 Smart drugs and designer drugs




Main articles: Nootropic[image: External link] and Designer drug[image: External link]


Nootropics[image: External link], also commonly referred to as "smart drugs", are drugs that are claimed to improve human cognitive abilities[image: External link]. Nootropics are used to improve memory, concentration, thought, mood, learning, and many other things. Some nootropics are now beginning to be used to treat certain diseases such as attention-deficit hyperactivity disorder, Parkinson's disease, and Alzheimer's disease. They are also commonly used to regain brain function lost during aging[image: External link].

Other drugs known as designer drugs[image: External link] are produced. An early example of what today would be labelled a 'designer drug' was LSD[image: External link], which was synthesised from ergot[image: External link] [28]. Other examples include analogs of performance-enhancing drugs[image: External link] such as designer steroids[image: External link] taken to improve physical capabilities and these are sometimes used (legally or not) for this purpose, often by professional athletes.[29] Other designer drugs mimic the effects of psychoactive drugs. Since the late 1990s there has been the identification of many of these synthesised drugs. In Japan and the United Kingdom this has spurred the addition of many designer drugs into a newer class of controlled substances known as a temporary class drug[image: External link].

Synthetic cannabinoids[image: External link] have been produced for a longer period of time and are used in the designer drug synthetic cannabis[image: External link].
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 Recreational drug use




Main article: Recreational drug use[image: External link]


Further information: Prohibition of drugs[image: External link]


Recreational drug use[image: External link] is the use of a drug (legal, controlled, or illegal) with the primary intention of altering the state of consciousness[image: External link] through alteration of the central nervous system in order to create positive emotions and feelings. The hallucinogen LSD[image: External link] is a psychoactive drug commonly used as a recreational drug.[31]

Some national laws[image: External link] prohibit the use of different recreational drugs; and medicinal drugs that have the potential for recreational use are often heavily regulated. However, there are many recreational drugs that are legal in many jurisdictions[image: External link] and widely culturally accepted. Cannabis[image: External link] is the most commonly consumed controlled recreational drug in the world (as of 2012).[32] Its use in many countries is illegal but is legally used[image: External link] in several countries usually with the proviso that it can only be used for personal use. It can be used in the leaf form of marijuana[image: External link] (grass), or in the resin form of hashish[image: External link]. Marijuana is a more mild form of cannabis than hashish.

There may be an age restriction on the consumption and purchase of legal recreational drugs. Some recreational drugs that are legal and accepted in many places include alcohol[image: External link], tobacco[image: External link], betel nut[image: External link], and caffeine[image: External link] products, and in some areas of the world the legal use of drugs such as khat[image: External link] is common.[33]

There are a number of legal intoxicants[image: External link] commonly called legal highs that are used recreationally. The most widely used of these is alcohol.
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 Administration of drugs




All drugs, can be administered[image: External link] via a number of routes[image: External link], and many can be administered by more than one.



	
Bolus[image: External link] is the administration of a medication, drug or other compound that is given to raise its concentration in blood to an effective level. The administration can be given intravenously, by intramuscular, intrathecal or subcutaneous injection.

	
Inhaled[image: External link], (breathed into the lungs), as an aerosol[image: External link] or dry powder. (This includes smoking a substance)

	
Injection[image: External link] as a solution[image: External link], suspension[image: External link] or emulsion[image: External link] either: intramuscular[image: External link], intravenous[image: External link], intraperitoneal[image: External link], intraosseous[image: External link].

	
Insufflation[image: External link], or snorted into the nose.

	
Orally[image: External link], as a liquid or solid, that is absorbed through the intestines[image: External link].

	
Rectally[image: External link] as a suppository[image: External link], that is absorbed by the rectum or colon.

	
Sublingually[image: External link], diffusing into the blood through tissues under the tongue.

	
Topically[image: External link], usually as a cream[image: External link] or ointment[image: External link]. A drug administered in this manner may be given to act locally or systemically.[34]


	Vaginally as a pessary[image: External link], primarily to treat vaginal infections.
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 Control of drugs




There are numerous governmental offices in many countries that deal with the control and oversee of drug manufacture and use, and the implementation of various drug laws. The Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs is an international treaty[image: External link] brought about in 1961 to prohibit the use of narcotics save for those used in medical research[image: External link] and treatment. In 1971 a second treaty the Convention on Psychotropic Substances had to be introduced to deal with newer recreational psychoactive and psychedelic drugs.

The legal status of Salvia divinorum[image: External link] varies in many countries and even in states within the United States[image: External link]. Where it is legislated against the degree of prohibition also varies.

The Food and Drug Administration[image: External link] (FDA) in the United States is a federal agency[image: External link] responsible for protecting and promoting public health[image: External link] through the regulation[image: External link] and supervision of food safety[image: External link], tobacco products[image: External link], dietary supplements[image: External link], prescription[image: External link] and over-the-counter[image: External link] medications[image: External link], vaccines[image: External link], biopharmaceuticals[image: External link], blood transfusions[image: External link], medical devices[image: External link], electromagnetic radiation[image: External link] emitting devices, cosmetics[image: External link], animal foods[image: External link][35] and veterinary drugs[image: External link].
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Political Corruption






Political corruption is the use of powers by government officials for illegitimate private gain. An illegal act by an officeholder constitutes political corruption only if the act is directly related to their official duties, is done under color of law[image: External link] or involves trading in influence[image: External link].

Forms of corruption vary, but include bribery[image: External link], extortion[image: External link], cronyism[image: External link], nepotism[image: External link], parochialism[image: External link], patronage[image: External link], influence peddling[image: External link], graft[image: External link], and embezzlement[image: External link]. Corruption may facilitate criminal enterprise such as drug trafficking[image: External link], money laundering, and human trafficking, though is not restricted to these activities. Misuse of government[image: External link] power for other purposes, such as repression[image: External link] of political opponents and general police brutality[image: External link], is also considered political corruption.

The activities that constitute illegal corruption differ depending on the country or jurisdiction. For instance, some political funding practices that are legal in one place may be illegal in another. In some cases, government officials have broad or ill-defined powers, which make it difficult to distinguish between legal and illegal actions. Worldwide, bribery alone is estimated to involve over 1 trillion US dollars annually.[1] A state of unrestrained political corruption is known as a kleptocracy[image: External link], literally meaning "rule by thieves".

Some forms of corruption – now called "institutional corruption"[2] – are distinguished from bribery and other kinds of obvious personal gain. A similar problem of corruption arises in any institution that depends on financial support from people who have interests that may conflict with the primary purpose of the institution.



TOP
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 Effects on politics, administration, and institutions




In politics, corruption undermines democracy and good governance[image: External link] by flouting or even subverting formal processes. Corruption in elections and in the legislature reduces accountability and distorts representation in policymaking; corruption in the judiciary compromises the rule of law; and corruption in public administration[image: External link] results in the inefficient provision of services. It violates a basic principle of republicanism[image: External link] regarding the centrality of civic virtue.[3]

More generally, corruption erodes the institutional capacity of government if procedures are disregarded, resources are siphoned off, and public offices are bought and sold. Corruption undermines the legitimacy of government and such democratic values as trust and tolerance. Recent evidence suggests that variation in the levels of corruption amongst high-income democracies can vary significantly depending on the level of accountability of decision-makers.[3] Evidence from fragile states[image: External link] also shows that corruption and bribery can adversely impact trust in institutions.[4][5]

Corruption can also impact government’s provision of goods and services. It increases the costs of goods and services which arise efficiency loss. In the absence of corruption, governmental projects might be cost-effective at their true costs, however, once corruption costs are included projects may not be cost-effective so they are not executed distorting the provision of goods and services.[6] 
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 Economic effects




See also: Economics of corruption[image: External link] and Corporate crime[image: External link]


In the private sector[image: External link], corruption increases the cost of business through the price of illicit payments themselves, the management cost of negotiating with officials and the risk of breached agreements or detection. Although some claim corruption reduces costs by cutting bureaucracy[image: External link], the availability of bribes can also induce officials to contrive new rules and delays. Openly removing costly and lengthy regulations are better than covertly allowing them to be bypassed by using bribes. Where corruption inflates the cost of business, it also distorts the playing field, shielding firms with connections from competition and thereby sustaining inefficient firms.[7]

Corruption may have a direct impact on the firm's effective marginal tax rate. Bribing tax officials can reduce tax payments of the firm if the marginal bribe rate is below the official marginal tax rate.[6] However, in Uganda, bribes have a higher negative impact on firms’ activity than taxation. Indeed, a 1 percentage point increase in bribes reduces firm’s annual growth by 3 percentage points, while an increase in 1 percentage point on taxes reduces firm’s growth by 1 percentage point.[8]

Corruption also generates economic distortion in the public sector[image: External link] by diverting public investment into capital projects where bribes and kickbacks[image: External link] are more plentiful. Officials may increase the technical complexity of public sector projects to conceal or pave the way for such dealings, thus further distorting investment.[9] Corruption also lowers compliance with construction, environmental, or other regulations, reduces the quality of government services and infrastructure, and increases budgetary pressures on government.

Economists argue that one of the factors behind the differing economic development[image: External link] in Africa[image: External link] and Asia[image: External link] is that in Africa, corruption has primarily taken the form of rent extraction[image: External link] with the resulting financial capital[image: External link] moved overseas rather than invested at home (hence the stereotypical, but often accurate, image of African dictators having Swiss bank accounts[image: External link]). In Nigeria[image: External link], for example, more than $400 billion was stolen from the treasury by Nigeria's leaders between 1960 and 1999.[10]

University of Massachusetts Amherst[image: External link] researchers estimated that from 1970 to 1996, capital flight[image: External link] from 30 Sub-Saharan[image: External link] countries totaled $187bn, exceeding those nations' external debts.[11] (The results, expressed in retarded or suppressed development, have been modeled in theory by economist Mancur Olson[image: External link].) In the case of Africa, one of the factors for this behavior was political instability, and the fact that new governments often confiscated previous government's corruptly obtained assets. This encouraged officials to stash their wealth abroad, out of reach of any future expropriation[image: External link]. In contrast, Asian administrations such as Suharto[image: External link]'s New Order[image: External link] often took a cut on business transactions or provided conditions for development, through infrastructure investment, law and order, etc.
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Further information: Human impact on the environment[image: External link]


Corruption is often most evident in countries with the smallest per capita incomes, relying on foreign aid for health services. Local political interception of donated money from overseas is especially prevalent in Sub-Saharan African[image: External link] nations, where it was reported in the 2006 World Bank Report[image: External link] that about half of the funds that were donated for health usages were never invested into the health sectors or given to those needing medical attention.[12]

Instead, the donated money was expended through "counterfeit drugs[image: External link], siphoning off of drugs to the black market, and payments to ghost employees". Ultimately, there is a sufficient amount of money for health in developing countries, but local corruption denies the wider citizenry the resource they require.[12]

Corruption facilitates environmental destruction. While corrupt societies may have formal legislation to protect the environment, it cannot be enforced if officials can easily be bribed. The same applies to social rights worker protection, unionization[image: External link] prevention, and child labor[image: External link]. Violation of these laws rights enables corrupt countries to gain illegitimate economic advantage in the international market.

The Nobel Prize[image: External link]-winning economist Amartya Sen[image: External link] has observed that "there is no such thing as an apolitical food problem." While drought and other naturally occurring events may trigger famine[image: External link] conditions, it is government action or inaction that determines its severity, and often even whether or not a famine will occur.[13]

Governments with strong tendencies towards kleptocracy[image: External link] can undermine food security[image: External link] even when harvests are good. Officials often steal state property. In Bihar[image: External link], India[image: External link], more than 80% of the subsidized food aid to poor is stolen by corrupt officials.[13] Similarly, food aid is often robbed at gunpoint by governments, criminals, and warlords alike, and sold for a profit. The 20th century is full of many examples of governments undermining the food security of their own nations – sometimes intentionally.[14]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Effects on Humanitarian Aid




The scale of humanitarian aid[image: External link] to the poor and unstable regions of the world grows, but it is highly vulnerable[image: External link] to corruption, with food aid, construction and other highly valued assistance as the most at risk.[15] Food aid can be directly and physically diverted from its intended destination, or indirectly through the manipulation of assessments, targeting, registration and distributions to favor certain groups or individuals.[15]

In construction and shelter there are numerous opportunities for diversion and profit through substandard workmanship, kickbacks for contracts and favouritism in the provision of valuable shelter material.[15] Thus while humanitarian aid agencies are usually most concerned about aid being diverted by including too many, recipients themselves are most concerned about exclusion.[15] Access to aid may be limited to those with connections, to those who pay bribes or are forced to give sexual favors.[15] Equally, those able to do so may manipulate statistics to inflate the number of beneficiaries and siphon off additional assistance.[15]
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 Other areas: health, public safety, education, trade unions, etc.




See also: Police corruption[image: External link]


Corruption is not specific to poor, developing, or transition countries. In western countries, cases of bribery and other forms of corruption in all possible fields exist: under-the-table payments made to reputed surgeons by patients attempting to be on top of the list of forthcoming surgeries,[16] bribes paid by suppliers to the automotive industry in order to sell low-quality connectors used for instance in safety equipment such as airbags, bribes paid by suppliers to manufacturers of defibrillators (to sell low-quality capacitors), contributions paid by wealthy parents to the "social and culture fund" of a prestigious university in exchange for it to accept their children, bribes paid to obtain diplomas, financial and other advantages granted to unionists by members of the executive board of a car manufacturer in exchange for employer-friendly positions and votes, etc. Examples are endless.

These various manifestations of corruption can ultimately present a danger for public health; they can discredit specific, essential institutions or social relationships. Osipian summarized a 2008 "study of corruption perceptions among Russians ... .30 percent of the respondents marked the level of corruption as very high, while another 44 percent as high. 19 percent considered it as average and only 1 percent as low. The most corrupt in people's minds are traffic police (33 percent), local authorities (28 percent), police (26 percent), healthcare (16 percent), and education (15 percent). 52 percent of the respondents had experiences of giving money or gifts to medical professionals while 36 percent made informal payments to educators." He claimed that this corruption lowered the rate of economic growth in Russia, because the students disadvantaged by this corruption could not adopt better work methods as quickly, lowering thereby total factor productivity[image: External link] for Russia.[17]

Corruption can also affect the various components of sports activities (referees, players, medical and laboratory staff involved in anti-doping controls, members of national sport federation and international committees deciding about the allocation of contracts and competition places).

Cases exist against (members of) various types of non-profit and non-government organizations, as well as religious organizations.

Ultimately, the distinction between public and private sector corruption sometimes appears rather artificial, and national anti-corruption initiatives may need to avoid legal and other loopholes in the coverage of the instruments.
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Main article: Bribery[image: External link]


In the context of political corruption, a bribe may involve a payment given to a government official in exchange of his use of official powers. Bribery[image: External link] requires two participants: one to give the bribe, and one to take it. Either may initiate the corrupt offering; for example, a customs official may demand bribes to let through allowed (or disallowed) goods, or a smuggler might offer bribes to gain passage. In some countries the culture of corruption extends to every aspect of public life, making it extremely difficult for individuals to operate without resorting to bribes. Bribes may be demanded in order for an official to do something he is already paid to do. They may also be demanded in order to bypass laws and regulations. In addition to their role in private financial gain, bribes are also used to intentionally and maliciously cause harm to another (i.e. no financial incentive).[citation needed[image: External link]] In some developing nations, up to half of the population has paid bribes during the past 12 months.[18]

In recent years,[ when?[image: External link]] the international community[image: External link] has made efforts to encourage countries to dissociate active and passive bribery and to incriminate them as separate offences.[citation needed[image: External link]]


	One can define active bribery as "the promising, offering or giving by any person, directly or indirectly, of any undue advantage to any of its public officials, for himself or herself or for anyone else, for him or her to act or refrain from acting in the exercise of his or her functions" (article 2 of the Criminal Law Convention on Corruption (ETS 173)[19] of the Council of Europe[image: External link]).

	
Passive bribery can be defined as "when committed intentionally, the request or receipt by any [...] public officials, directly or indirectly, of any undue advantage, for himself or herself or for anyone else, or the acceptance of an offer or a promise of such an advantage, to act or refrain from acting in the exercise of his or her functions" (article 3 of the Criminal Law Convention on Corruption (ETS 173)).[19]




This dissociation aims to make the early steps (offering, promising, requesting an advantage) of a corrupt deal already an offence and, thus, to give a clear signal (from a criminal-policy point-of-view) that bribery is not acceptable.[citation needed[image: External link]] Furthermore, such a dissociation makes the prosecution of bribery offences easier since it can be very difficult to prove that two parties (the bribe-giver and the bribe-taker) have formally agreed upon a corrupt deal. In addition, there is often no such formal deal but only a mutual understanding, for instance when it is common knowledge in a municipality that to obtain a building permit one has to pay a "fee" to the decision maker to obtain a favorable decision. A working definition of corruption is also provided as follows in article 3 of the Civil Law Convention on Corruption (ETS 174):[20] For the purpose of this Convention, "corruption" means requesting, offering, giving or accepting, directly or indirectly, a bribe or any other undue advantage or prospect thereof, which distorts the proper performance of any duty or behavior required of the recipient of the bribe, the undue advantage or the prospect thereof.
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Main article: Influence peddling[image: External link]


Trading in influence, or influence peddling[image: External link], refers a person selling his/her influence over the decision making process to benefit a third party (person or institution). The difference with bribery is that this is a tri-lateral relation. From a legal point of view, the role of the third party (who is the target of the influence) does not really matter although he/she can be an accessory in some instances. It can be difficult to make a distinction between this form of corruption and some forms of extreme and loosely regulated lobbying[image: External link] where for instance law- or decision-makers can freely "sell" their vote, decision power or influence to those lobbyists who offer the highest compensation, including where for instance the latter act on behalf of powerful clients such as industrial groups who want to avoid the passing of specific environmental, social, or other regulations perceived as too stringent, etc. Where lobbying is (sufficiently) regulated, it becomes possible to provide for a distinctive criteria and to consider that trading in influence involves the use of "improper influence", as in article 12 of the Criminal Law Convention on Corruption (ETS 173)[19] of the Council of Europe[image: External link].
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Main article: Patronage[image: External link]


Patronage[image: External link] refers to favoring supporters, for example with government employment. This may be legitimate, as when a newly elected government changes the top officials in the administration in order to effectively implement its policy. It can be seen as corruption if this means that incompetent persons, as a payment for supporting the regime, are selected before more able ones. In nondemocracies many government officials are often selected for loyalty rather than ability. They may be almost exclusively selected from a particular group (for example, Sunni[image: External link] Arabs in Saddam Hussein[image: External link]'s Iraq, the nomenklatura[image: External link] in the Soviet Union[image: External link], or the Junkers[image: External link] in Imperial Germany[image: External link]) that support the regime in return for such favors. A similar problem can also be seen in Eastern Europe, for example in Romania[image: External link], where the government is often accused of patronage[image: External link] (when a new government comes to power it rapidly changes most of the officials in the public sector).[21]
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Main articles: Nepotism[image: External link] and Cronyism[image: External link]


Favoring relatives ( nepotism[image: External link]) or personal friends ( cronyism[image: External link]) of an official is a form of illegitimate private gain. This may be combined with bribery[image: External link], for example demanding that a business should employ a relative[image: External link] of an official controlling regulations affecting the business. The most extreme example is when the entire state is inherited, as in North Korea[image: External link] or Syria[image: External link]. A lesser form might be in the Southern United States with Good ol' boys[image: External link], where women and minorities are excluded. A milder form of cronyism is an "old boy network[image: External link]", in which appointees to official positions are selected only from a closed and exclusive social network – such as the alumni of particular universities – instead of appointing the most competent candidate.

Seeking to harm enemies becomes corruption when official powers are illegitimately used as means to this end. For example, trumped-up charges are often brought up against journalists or writers who bring up politically sensitive issues, such as a politician's acceptance of bribes.
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Main articles: Gombeen man[image: External link] and Parochialism[image: External link]


Gombeenism[image: External link] refers to an individual who is dishonest and corrupt for the purpose of personal gain, more often through monetary, while, parochialism[image: External link] which is also known as parish pump politics relates to placing local or vanity projects ahead of the national interest.[22][23][24][25] For instance in Irish politics, populist left wing political parties[image: External link] will often apply these terms to mainstream establishment political parties[image: External link] and will cite the many cases of Corruption in Ireland[image: External link], such as the Irish Banking crisis[image: External link], which found evidence of bribery[image: External link], cronyism[image: External link] and collusion[image: External link], where in some cases politicians who were coming to the end of their political careers would receive a senior management or committee position in a company they had dealings with.
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Main article: Electoral fraud[image: External link]


Electoral fraud is illegal interference with the process of an election[image: External link]. Acts of fraud[image: External link] affect vote counts to bring about an election result, whether by increasing the vote share of the favored candidate, depressing the vote share of the rival candidates, or both. Also called voter fraud, the mechanisms involved include illegal voter registration, intimidation at polls, voting computer hacking[image: External link], and improper vote counting.
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Main article: Embezzlement[image: External link]


Embezzlement[image: External link] is the theft of entrusted funds. It is political when it involves public money taken by a public official for use by anyone not specified by the public. A common type of embezzlement is that of personal use of entrusted government resources; for example, when an official assigns public employees to renovate his own house.
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Main article: Kickback (bribery)[image: External link]


See also: Anti-competitive practices[image: External link], Bid rigging[image: External link], Fraud[image: External link], and Charbonneau Commission[image: External link]


A kickback[image: External link] is an official's share of misappropriated funds allocated from his or her organization to an organization involved in corrupt bidding[image: External link]. For example, suppose that a politician is in charge of choosing how to spend some public funds. He can give a contract[image: External link] to a company[image: External link] that is not the best bidder, or allocate more than they deserve. In this case, the company benefits, and in exchange for betraying the public, the official receives a kickback payment, which is a portion of the sum the company received. This sum itself may be all or a portion of the difference between the actual (inflated) payment to the company and the (lower) market-based price that would have been paid had the bidding been competitive.

Another example of a kickback would be if a judge receives a portion of the profits that a business makes in exchange for his judicial decisions.

Kickbacks are not limited to government officials; any situation in which people are entrusted to spend funds that do not belong to them are susceptible to this kind of corruption.
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 Unholy alliance




Main article: Unholy alliance (geopolitical)[image: External link]


An unholy alliance[image: External link] is a coalition among seemingly antagonistic groups for ad hoc[image: External link] or hidden gain, generally some influential non-governmental group forming ties with political parties, supplying funding in exchange for the favorable treatment. Like patronage, unholy alliances are not necessarily illegal, but unlike patronage, by its deceptive nature and often great financial resources, an unholy alliance can be much more dangerous to the public interest[image: External link]. An early use of the term was by former US President Theodore "Teddy" Roosevelt[image: External link]:


	"To destroy this invisible Government, to dissolve the unholy alliance between corrupt business and corrupt politics is the first task of the statesmanship of the day." – 1912 Progressive Party[image: External link] Platform, attributed to Roosevelt[26] and quoted again in his autobiography,[27] where he connects trusts[image: External link] and monopolies[image: External link] (sugar interests, Standard Oil[image: External link], etc.) to Woodrow Wilson[image: External link], Howard Taft[image: External link], and consequently both major political parties[image: External link].
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 Involvement in organized crime




An illustrative example of official involvement in organized crime can be found from 1920s and 1930s Shanghai[image: External link], where Huang Jinrong was a police chief in the French concession[image: External link], while simultaneously being a gang boss and co-operating with Du Yuesheng[image: External link], the local gang[image: External link] ringleader. The relationship kept the flow of profits from the gang's gambling dens, prostitution, and protection rackets undisturbed.[citation needed[image: External link]]

The United States accused Manuel Noriega[image: External link]'s government in Panama[image: External link] of being a " narcokleptocracy[image: External link]", a corrupt government profiting on illegal drug trade[image: External link]. Later the U.S. invaded Panama and captured Noriega.
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 Conditions favorable for corruption






	This section is in a list format that may be better presented using prose[image: External link]. You can help by converting this section to prose, if appropriate[image: External link]. Editing help[image: External link] is available. (December 2009)




It is argued that the following conditions are favorable for corruption:


	Information deficits

	Lacking freedom of information legislation[image: External link]. In contrast, for example: The Indian Right to Information Act[image: External link] 2005 is perceived to have "already engendered mass movements in the country that is bringing the lethargic, often corrupt bureaucracy to its knees and changing power equations completely."[28]


	Lack of investigative reporting in the local media.[29]


	Contempt for or negligence of exercising freedom of speech[image: External link] and freedom of the press[image: External link].

	Weak accounting[image: External link] practices, including lack of timely financial management.

	Lack of measurement of corruption. For example, using regular surveys of households and businesses in order to quantify the degree of perception of corruption in different parts of a nation or in different government institutions may increase awareness of corruption and create pressure to combat it. This will also enable an evaluation of the officials who are fighting corruption and the methods used.

	
Tax havens[image: External link] which tax their own citizens and companies but not those from other nations and refuse to disclose information necessary for foreign taxation. This enables large-scale political corruption in the foreign nations.[30][citation needed[image: External link]]






	Lacking control of the government.

	Lacking civic society[image: External link] and non-governmental organizations[image: External link] which monitor the government.

	An individual voter may have a rational ignorance[image: External link] regarding politics, especially in nationwide elections, since each vote has little weight.

	Weak civil service[image: External link], and slow pace of reform[image: External link].

	Weak rule of law.

	Weak legal profession[image: External link].

	Weak judicial independence[image: External link].

	Lacking protection of whistleblowers[image: External link].

	Government Accountability Project[image: External link]





	Lack of benchmarking[image: External link], that is continual detailed evaluation of procedures and comparison to others who do similar things, in the same government or others, in particular comparison to those who do the best work. The Peruvian organization Ciudadanos al Dia has started to measure and compare transparency, costs, and efficiency in different government departments in Peru. It annually awards the best practices which has received widespread media attention. This has created competition among government agencies in order to improve.[31]


	Individual officials routinely handle cash, instead of handling payments by giro[image: External link] or on a separate cash desk – illegitimate withdrawals from supervised bank accounts are much more difficult to conceal.

	Public funds are centralized rather than distributed. For example, if $1,000 is embezzled from a local agency that has $2,000 funds, it is easier to notice than from a national agency with $2,000,000 funds. See the principle of subsidiarity[image: External link].

	Large, unsupervised public investments.

	Pay disproportionately lower than that of the average citizen.

	Government licenses needed to conduct business, e.g., import licenses[image: External link], encourage bribing and kickbacks.

	Long-time work in the same position may create relationships inside and outside the government which encourage and help conceal corruption and favoritism. Rotating government officials to different positions and geographic areas may help prevent this; for instance certain high rank officials in French government services (e.g. treasurer-paymasters general[image: External link]) must rotate every few years.

	Costly political campaigns[image: External link], with expenses exceeding normal sources of political funding, especially when funded with taxpayer money.

	A single group or family controlling most of the key government offices. Lack of laws forbidding and limiting number of members of the same family to be in office .

	Less interaction with officials reduces the opportunities for corruption. For example, using the Internet for sending in required information, like applications and tax forms, and then processing this with automated computer systems. This may also speed up the processing and reduce unintentional human errors. See e-Government[image: External link].

	A windfall from exporting abundant natural resources may encourage corruption.[32] (See Resource curse[image: External link])


	
War[image: External link] and other forms of conflict correlate with a breakdown of public security[image: External link].





	Social conditions

	Self-interested closed cliques and "old boy networks[image: External link]".

	Family-, and clan-centered social structure, with a tradition of nepotism[image: External link]/favouritism being acceptable.

	A gift economy[image: External link], such as the Soviet blat[image: External link] system, emerges in a Communist centrally planned economy[image: External link].

	Lacking literacy[image: External link] and education[image: External link] among the population.

	Frequent discrimination[image: External link] and bullying[image: External link] among the population.

	Tribal solidarity, giving benefits to certain ethnic groups. In India for example, the political system, it has become common that the leadership of national and regional parties are passed from generation to generation.[33][34]


	creating a system in which a family holds the center of power. Some examples are most of the Dravidian parties of south India and also the Congress party[image: External link], which is one of the two major political parties in India.

	Lack of strong laws which forbid members of the same family to contest elections and be in office as in India where local elections are often contested between members of the same powerful family by standing in opposite parties so that whoever is elected that particular family is at tremendous benefit.
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 Media




Thomas Jefferson[image: External link] observed a tendency for "The functionaries of every government ... to command at will the liberty and property of their constituents. There is no safe deposit [for liberty and property] ... without information. Where the press is free, and every man able to read, all is safe."

Recent research supports Jefferson's claim. Brunetti and Weder found "evidence of a significant relationship between more press freedom and less corruption in a large cross-section of countries." They also presented "evidence which suggests that the direction of causation runs from higher press freedom to lower corruption."[35] Adserà, Boix, and Payne found that increases in newspaper readership led to increased political accountability[image: External link] and lower corruption in data from roughly 100 countries and from different states in the US.[36]

Snyder and Strömberg found "that a poor fit between newspaper markets and political districts reduces press coverage of politics. ... Congressmen who are less covered by the local press work less for their constituencies: they are less likely to stand witness before congressional hearings ... . Federal spending is lower in areas where there is less press coverage of the local members of congress."[37] Schulhofer-Wohl and Garrido found that the year after the Cincinnati Post closed in 2007, "fewer candidates ran for municipal office in the Kentucky suburbs most reliant on the Post, incumbents became more likely to win reelection, and voter turnout and campaign spending fell.[38]

An analysis of the evolution of mass media in the United States and European Union[image: External link] since World War II noted mixed results from the growth of the Internet: "The digital revolution has been good for freedom of expression [and] information [but] has had mixed effects on freedom of the press": It has disrupted traditional sources of funding, and new forms of Internet journalism have replaced only a tiny fraction of what's been lost.[39]
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 Size of public sector




Extensive and diverse public spending is, in itself, inherently at risk of cronyism, kickbacks, and embezzlement. Complicated regulations and arbitrary, unsupervised official conduct exacerbate the problem. This is one argument for privatization[image: External link] and deregulation[image: External link]. Opponents of privatization see the argument as ideological. The argument that corruption necessarily follows from the opportunity is weakened by the existence of countries with low to non-existent corruption but large public sectors, like the Nordic countries[image: External link].[40] These countries score high on the Ease of Doing Business Index[image: External link], due to good and often simple regulations, and have rule of law firmly established. Therefore, due to their lack of corruption in the first place, they can run large public sectors without inducing political corruption. Recent evidence that takes both the size of expenditures and regulatory complexity into account has found that high-income democracies with more expansive state sectors do indeed have higher levels of corruption.[3]

Like other governmental economic activities, also privatization, such as in the sale of government-owned property, is particularly at the risk of cronyism. Privatizations in Russia, Latin America, and East Germany were accompanied by large-scale corruption during the sale of the state owned companies. Those with political connections unfairly gained large wealth, which has discredited privatization in these regions. While media have reported widely the grand corruption that accompanied the sales, studies have argued that in addition to increased operating efficiency, daily petty corruption is, or would be, larger without privatization, and that corruption is more prevalent in non-privatized sectors. Furthermore, there is evidence to suggest that extralegal and unofficial activities are more prevalent in countries that privatized less.[41]

In the European Union, the principle of subsidiarity is applied: a government service should be provided by the lowest, most local authority that can competently provide it. An effect is that distribution of funds into multiple instances discourages embezzlement, because even small sums missing will be noticed. In contrast, in a centralized authority, even minute proportions of public funds can be large sums of money.
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 Governmental corruption




If the highest echelons of the governments also take advantage from corruption or embezzlement from the state's treasury, it is sometimes referred with the neologism[image: External link] kleptocracy[image: External link]. Members of the government can take advantage of the natural resources[image: External link] (e.g., diamonds and oil in a few prominent cases) or state-owned productive industries. A number of corrupt governments have enriched themselves via foreign aid. Indeed, there is a positive correlation between aid flows and high levels of corruption within recipient countries.[42][43]

A corrupt dictatorship[image: External link] typically results in many years of general hardship and suffering for the vast majority of citizens as civil society[image: External link] and the rule of law disintegrate. In addition, corrupt dictators routinely ignore economic and social[image: External link] problems in their quest to amass ever more wealth and power.

The classic case of a corrupt, exploitive dictator often given is the regime of Marshal Mobutu Sese Seko[image: External link], who ruled the Democratic Republic of the Congo[image: External link] (which he renamed Zaire[image: External link]) from 1965 to 1997. It is said that usage of the term kleptocracy[image: External link] gained popularity largely in response to a need to accurately describe Mobutu's regime. Another classic case is Nigeria[image: External link], especially under the rule of General Sani Abacha[image: External link] who was de facto[image: External link] president of Nigeria from 1993 until his death in 1998. He is reputed to have stolen some US$[image: External link]3–4 billion. He and his relatives are often mentioned in Nigerian 419 letter scams[image: External link] claiming to offer vast fortunes for "help" in laundering his stolen "fortunes", which in reality turn out not to exist.[44] More than $400 billion was stolen from the treasury by Nigeria's leaders between 1960 and 1999.[45]

More recently, articles in various financial periodicals, most notably Forbes[image: External link] magazine, have pointed to Fidel Castro[image: External link], General Secretary of the Republic of Cuba[image: External link] from 1959 until his death in 2016, of likely being the beneficiary of up to $900 million, based on "his control" of state-owned companies.[46] Opponents of his regime claim that he has used money amassed through weapons sales, narcotics, international loans, and confiscation of private property to enrich himself and his political cronies who hold his dictatorship together, and that the $900 million published by Forbes[image: External link] is merely a portion of his assets, although that needs to be proven.[47]
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 Judiciary corruption




There are two methods of corruption of the judiciary: the state (through budget planning and various privileges), and the private. Budget[image: External link] of the judiciary in many transitional and developing countries[image: External link] is almost completely controlled by the executive. The latter undermines the separation of powers, as it creates a critical financial dependence of the judiciary. The proper national wealth distribution including the government spending on the judiciary is subject of the constitutional economics[image: External link].[48] Judicial corruption can be difficult to completely eradicate, even in developed countries.[49]
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 Opposing corruption




Mobile telecommunications[image: External link] and radio broadcasting[image: External link] help to fight corruption, especially in developing regions like Africa[image: External link],[50] where other forms of communications[image: External link] are limited. In India, the anti-corruption bureau fights against corruption, and a new ombudsman bill called Jan Lokpal Bill[image: External link] is being prepared.

In the 1990s, initiatives were taken at an international level (in particular by the European Community[image: External link], the Council of Europe[image: External link], the OECD[image: External link]) to put a ban on corruption: in 1996, the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe,[51] for instance, adopted a comprehensive Programme of Action against Corruption and, subsequently, issued a series of anti-corruption standard-setting instruments:


	the Criminal Law Convention on Corruption (ETS 173);[19]


	the Civil Law Convention on Corruption (ETS 174);[20]


	the Additional Protocol to the Criminal Law Convention on Corruption (ETS 191);[52]


	the Twenty Guiding Principles for the Fight against Corruption (Resolution (97) 24);[53]


	the Recommendation on Codes of Conduct for Public Officials (Recommendation No. R (2000) 10);[54]


	the Recommendation on Common Rules against Corruption in the Funding of Political Parties and Electoral Campaigns (Rec(2003)4)[55]




The purpose of these instruments was to address the various forms of corruption (involving the public sector, the private sector, the financing of political activities, etc.) whether they had a strictly domestic or also a transnational dimension. To monitor the implementation at national level of the requirements and principles provided in those texts, a monitoring mechanism – the Group of States Against Corruption[image: External link] (also known as GRECO) (French: Groupe d'Etats contre la corruption) was created.

Further conventions were adopted at the regional level under the aegis of the Organization of American States[image: External link] (OAS or OEA), the African Union[image: External link], and in 2003, at the universal level under that of the United Nations Convention against Corruption.
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 Whistleblowers




Main article: Whistleblower[image: External link]
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 Measuring corruption




Measuring corruption statistically is difficult if not impossible due to the illicit nature of the transaction and imprecise definitions of corruption.[56] Few reliable measures of the magnitude of corruption exists and among those there is a high level of heterogeneity. One of the most common ways to estimate corruption is through perception surveys. They have the advantage of good coverage, however, they do not measure corruption precisely.[6] While "corruption" indices first appeared in 1995 with the Corruption Perceptions Index[image: External link] CPI, all of these metrics address different proxies for corruption, such as public perceptions of the extent of the problem.[57]

Transparency International[image: External link], an anti-corruption NGO[image: External link], pioneered this field with the CPI, first released in 1995. This work is often credited with breaking a taboo and forcing the issue of corruption into high level development policy discourse. Transparency International currently publishes three measures, updated annually: a CPI (based on aggregating third-party polling of public perceptions of how corrupt different countries are); a Global Corruption Barometer (based on a survey of general public attitudes toward and experience of corruption); and a Bribe Payers Index[image: External link], looking at the willingness of foreign firms to pay bribes. The Corruption Perceptions Index is the best known of these metrics, though it has drawn much criticism[57][58][59] and may be declining in influence.[60] In 2013 Transparency International[image: External link] published a report on the "Government Defence Anti-corruption Index". This index evaluates the risk of corruption in countries' military sector.[61]

The World Bank collects a range of data on corruption,[62] including survey responses from over 100,000 firms worldwide[63] and a set of indicators of governance and institutional quality.[64] Moreover, one of the six dimensions of governance measured by the Worldwide Governance Indicators[image: External link] is Control of Corruption, which is defined as "the extent to which power is exercised for private gain, including both petty and grand forms of corruption, as well as 'capture' of the state by elites[image: External link] and private interests."[65] While the definition itself is fairly precise, the data aggregated into the Worldwide Governance Indicators is based on any available polling: questions range from "is corruption a serious problem?" to measures of public access to information, and not consistent across countries. Despite these weaknesses, the global coverage of these datasets has led to their widespread adoption, most notably by the Millennium Challenge Corporation[image: External link].[56]

A number of parties have collected survey data, from the public and from experts, to try and gauge the level of corruption and bribery, as well as its impact on political and economic outcomes.[4][5] A second wave of corruption metrics has been created by Global Integrity[image: External link], the International Budget Partnership,[66] and many lesser known local groups. These metrics include the Global Integrity Index,[67] first published in 2004. These second wave projects aim to create policy change by identifying resources more effectively and creating checklists toward incremental reform. Global Integrity and the International Budget Partnership[68] each dispense with public surveys and instead uses in-country experts to evaluate "the opposite of corruption" – which Global Integrity defines as the public policies that prevent, discourage, or expose corruption.[69] These approaches compliment the first wave, awareness-raising tools by giving governments facing public outcry a checklist which measures concrete steps toward improved governance.[56]

Typical second wave corruption metrics do not offer the worldwide coverage found in first wave projects, and instead focus on localizing information gathered to specific problems and creating deep, "unpackable"[clarification needed[image: External link]] content that matches quantitative and qualitative data.

Alternative approaches, such as the British aid agency's Drivers of Change research, skips numbers and promotes understanding corruption via political economy analysis of who controls power in a given society.[56]
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 Institutions dealing with political corruption





	
Global Witness[image: External link], an international NGO established in 1993 that works to break the links between natural resource exploitation, conflict, poverty, corruption, and human rights abuses worldwide

	
Group of States Against Corruption[image: External link], a body established under the Council of Europe to monitor the implementation of instruments adopted by member states to combat political corruption

	Independent Commission Against Corruption (disambiguation)[image: External link]

	International Anti-Corruption Academy

	
Transparency International[image: External link], a non-governmental organization that monitors and publicizes corporate and political corruption in international development

	
Corruption Perceptions Index[image: External link], published yearly by Transparency International





	TrustLaw, a service of the Thomson Reuters Foundation is a global hub for free legal assistance and news and information on anti-corruption
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 In fiction






	
The Financier[image: External link] (1912), The Titan[image: External link] (1914), and The Stoic[image: External link] (1947), Theodore Dreiser[image: External link]'s Trilogy of Desire, based on the life of the transit mogul Charles Tyson Yerkes[image: External link]


	
Mr. Smith Goes to Washington[image: External link] (Hollywood film, 1939)

	
Atlas Shrugged[image: External link] (1957 novel)

	
The Government Inspector[image: External link] (1836 play)

	
Henry Adams[image: External link]' novel Democracy[image: External link] (1880)

	
HBO[image: External link]'s television series about institutionalisation[image: External link], The Wire[image: External link]


	
Carl Hiaasen[image: External link]'s novel Sick Puppy[image: External link] (1999)

	
Animal Farm[image: External link] a novel by George Orwell[image: External link]


	
Training Day[image: External link] (2001 film)

	
Exit Wounds[image: External link] (2001 film)

	
American Gangster[image: External link] (2007 film)

	
Robert Penn Warren[image: External link]'s novel All the King's Men[image: External link] (1946)

	
Gumapang Ka Sa Lusak[image: External link](1990 film)

	
Sa Kabila ng Lahat[image: External link] (1991 film)

	
Guru (2007 film)[image: External link] (Indian film)

	
Katherine Boo[image: External link]'s non-fiction book Behind the Beautiful Forevers[image: External link] (2012)

	
Netflix[image: External link]'s television program House of Cards (U.S. TV series)[image: External link] (2013–present)
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 See also






	Baksheesh[image: External link]

	Comitology[image: External link]

	Conflict of interest[image: External link]

	Corruption

	Due diligence[image: External link]

	Government failure[image: External link]

	Malfeasance in office[image: External link]

	Pay to play[image: External link]

	Policy laundering[image: External link]

	Political class[image: External link]

	Political correctness[image: External link]

	Political machine[image: External link]

	Principal–agent problem[image: External link]

	Regulatory capture[image: External link]

	Tax evasion[image: External link]






	Anti-corruption authorities and measures





	
Central Anticorruption Bureau[image: External link] (CBA)

	
Corrupt Practices Investigation Bureau[image: External link] (CPIB)

	
FBI[image: External link][70]


	
Governance and Economic Management Assistance Program[image: External link] (GEMAP)

	
India Against Corruption[image: External link][71]


	Independent Commission Against Corruption (Hong Kong)[image: External link]

	Inter-American Convention Against Corruption[image: External link]

	National Anticorruption Directorate[image: External link]

	
Transparency International[image: External link] (TI)

	United Nations Convention against Corruption
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Criminal Justice






For the BBC[image: External link] TV Series, see Criminal Justice (TV series)[image: External link].

Criminal justice is the system of practices and institutions of governments[image: External link] directed at upholding social control[image: External link], deterring[image: External link] and mitigating crime, or sanctioning those who violate laws[image: External link] with criminal penalties and rehabilitation[image: External link] efforts. Criminal justice is also a field of study. Those accused of crime have some protections[image: External link] against abuse of investigatory and prosecution powers.

In the United States, criminal justice policy has been guided by the 1967 President's Commission on Law Enforcement and Administration of Justice[image: External link], which issued a ground-breaking report "The Challenge of Crime in a Free Society". This report made more than 200 recommendations as part of a comprehensive approach toward the prevention and fighting of crime. Some of those recommendations found their way into the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968[image: External link]. The Commission advocated a "systems" approach to criminal justice, with improved coordination among law enforcement, courts, and correctional agencies.[1] The President's Commission defined the criminal justice system as the means for society to "enforce the standards of conduct necessary to protect individuals and the community."[2]

The criminal justice system in England and Wales[image: External link] aims to "reduce crime by bringing more offences to justice, and to raise public confidence that the system is fair and will deliver for the law-abiding citizen."[3] In Canada, the criminal justice system aims to balance the goals of crime control and prevention, and justice (equity, fairness, protection of individual rights).[4] In Sweden, the overarching goal for the criminal justice system is to reduce crime and increase the security of the people.[3] In China, the justice system aims to keep the society function well and protect every person's right.[citation needed[image: External link]] Overall, criminal justice plays a huge role throughout society as a whole in any place.
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 Law




The Law From Old English[image: External link] lagu (something laid down or fixed) (Harper, Douglas. "law"[image: External link]. Online Etymology Dictionary[image: External link].); legal comes from Latin[image: External link] legalis, from lex[image: External link] "law," "statute" (Harper, Douglas. "legal"[image: External link]. Online Etymology Dictionary[image: External link].) is a system of rules usually enforced through a set of institutions. The purpose of law is to provide an objective set of rules for governing conduct and maintaining order in a society.

The oldest known codified law is the Code of hammurabi[image: External link], dating back to about 1754 BC. The preface directly credits the laws to the code of hammurabi of Ur[image: External link]. In different parts of the world, law could be established by philosophers[image: External link] or religion[image: External link]. In the modern world, laws are typically created and enforced by governments. These codified laws may coexist with or contradict other forms of social control, such as religious proscriptions, professional rules and ethics, or the cultural mores and customs of a society.

Within the realm of codified law, there are generally two forms of law that the courts are concerned with. Civil laws[image: External link] are rules and regulations which govern transactions and grievances between individual citizens. Criminal law[image: External link] is concerned with actions which are dangerous or harmful to society as a whole, in which prosecution is pursued not by an individual but rather by the state. The purpose of criminal law is to provide the specific definition of what constitutes a crime and to prescribe punishments for committing such a crime. No criminal law can be valid unless it includes both of these factors. The subject of criminal justice is, of course, primarily concerned with the enforcement of criminal law.
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 Definition




The criminal justice system consists of three main parts: (1) Legislative[image: External link] (create laws); (2) adjudication ( courts[image: External link]); and (3) corrections[image: External link] (jails, prisons, probation and parole). In the criminal justice system, these distinct agencies operate together both under the rule of law and as the principal means of maintaining the rule of law within society[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

For the purposes of section 8(6) of the Criminal Appeal Act 1995 and section 194A(6) of the Criminal Procedure (Scotland) Act 1995, the criminal justice system includes, in particular, the investigation of offences and the treatment of offenders.[5]
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Main article: Law enforcement[image: External link]


The first contact a defendant has with the criminal justice system is usually with the police[image: External link] (or law enforcement) who investigate the suspected wrongdoing and make an arrest[image: External link], but if the suspect is dangerous to the whole nation, a national level law enforcement agency[image: External link] is called in . When warranted, law enforcement agencies or police officers are empowered to use force and other forms of legal coercion and means to effect public and social order[image: External link]. The term is most commonly associated with police departments of a state[image: External link] that are authorized to exercise the police power[image: External link] of that state within a defined legal or territorial area of responsibility. The word comes from the Latin[image: External link] politia ("civil administration"), which itself derives from the Ancient Greek[image: External link] πόλις, for polis ("city").[6] The first police force comparable to the present-day police was established in 1667 under King Louis XIV[image: External link] in France, although modern police usually trace their origins to the 1800 establishment of the Marine Police[image: External link] in London[image: External link], the Glasgow Police[image: External link], and the Napoleonic[image: External link] police of Paris[image: External link].[7][8][9]

Police are primarily concerned with keeping the peace and enforcing criminal law[image: External link] based on their particular mission and jurisdiction. Formed in 1908, the Federal Bureau of Investigation[image: External link] began as an entity which could investigate and enforce specific federal laws as an investigative and "law enforcement agency[image: External link]" in the United States;[10] this, however, has constituted only a small portion of overall policing activity.[11] Policing has included an array of activities in different contexts, but the predominant ones are concerned with order maintenance[image: External link] and the provision of services.[12] During modern times, such endeavors contribute toward fulfilling a shared mission among law enforcement organizations with respect to the traditional policing mission of deterring crime and maintaining societal order.[13]
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Main article: Court[image: External link]


The courts serve as the venue where disputes are then settled and justice is administered. With regard to criminal justice, there are a number of critical people in any court setting. These critical people are referred to as the courtroom work group and include both professional and non professional individuals. These include the judge[image: External link], prosecutor[image: External link], and the defense attorney[image: External link]. The judge, or magistrate, is a person, elected or appointed, who is knowledgeable in the law, and whose function is to objectively administer the legal proceedings and offer a final decision to dispose of a case.

In the U.S. and in a growing number of nations, guilt[image: External link] or innocence (although in the U.S. a jury can never find a defendant "innocent" but rather "not guilty") is decided through the adversarial system[image: External link]. In this system, two parties will both offer their version of events and argue[image: External link] their case before the court (sometimes before a judge or panel of judges, sometimes before a jury). The case should be decided in favor of the party who offers the most sound and compelling arguments based on the law as applied to the facts of the case.

The prosecutor, or district attorney, is a lawyer[image: External link] who brings charges against a person, persons or corporate entity. It is the prosecutor's duty to explain to the court what crime was committed and to detail what evidence[image: External link] has been found which incriminates the accused. The prosecutor should not be confused with a plaintiff[image: External link] or plaintiff's counsel. Although both serve the function of bringing a complaint before the court, the prosecutor is a servant of the state who makes accusations on behalf of the state in criminal proceedings, while the plaintiff is the complaining party in civil proceedings.

A defense attorney counsels the accused on the legal process, likely outcomes for the accused and suggests strategies. The accused, not the lawyer, has the right to make final decisions regarding a number of fundamental points, including whether to testify, and to accept a plea offer or demand a jury trial in appropriate cases. It is the defense attorney's duty to represent the interests of the client, raise procedural and evidentiary issues, and hold the prosecution to its burden of proving guilt beyond a reasonable doubt. Defense counsel may challenge evidence presented by the prosecution or present exculpatory evidence and argue on behalf of their client. At trial, the defense attorney may attempt to offer a rebuttal[image: External link] to the prosecutor's accusations.

In the U.S., an accused person is entitled to a government-paid defense attorney if he or she is in jeopardy of losing his or her life and/or liberty. Those who cannot afford a private attorney may be provided one by the state. Historically, however, the right to a defense attorney has not always been universal. For example, in Tudor[image: External link] England criminals accused of treason[image: External link] were not permitted to offer arguments in their defense. In many jurisdictions, there is no right to an appointed attorney, if the accused is not in jeopardy of losing his or her liberty.

The final determination of guilt or innocence is typically made by a third party, who is supposed to be disinterested. This function may be performed by a judge, a panel of judges, or a jury[image: External link] panel composed of unbiased citizens. This process varies depending on the laws of the specific jurisdiction. In some places the panel (be it judges or a jury) is required to issue a unanimous decision, while in others only a majority vote[image: External link] is required. In America, this process depends on the state, level of court, and even agreements between the prosecuting and defending parties. Some nations do not use juries at all, or rely on theological or military authorities to issue verdicts.

Some cases can be disposed of without the need for a trial. In fact, the vast majority are. If the accused confesses his or her guilt, a shorter process may be employed and a judgment may be rendered more quickly. Some nations, such as America, allow plea bargaining[image: External link] in which the accused pleads guilty, nolo contendere[image: External link] or not guilty, and may accept a diversion program or reduced punishment, where the prosecution's case is weak or in exchange for the cooperation of the accused against other people. This reduced sentence is sometimes a reward for sparing the state the expense of a formal trial. Many nations do not permit the use of plea bargaining, believing that it coerces innocent people to plead guilty in an attempt to avoid a harsh punishment.

The entire trial process, whatever the country, is fraught with problems and subject to criticism. Bias[image: External link] and discrimination[image: External link] form an ever-present threat to an objective decision. Any prejudice[image: External link] on the part of the lawyers, the judge, or jury members threatens to destroy the court's credibility. Some people argue that the often Byzantine rules governing courtroom conduct and processes restrict a layman's ability to participate, essentially reducing the legal process to a battle between the lawyers. In this case, the criticism is that the decision is based less on sound justice and more on the lawyer's eloquence and charisma[image: External link]. This is a particular problem when the lawyer performs in a substandard manner. The jury process is another area of frequent criticism, as there are few mechanisms to guard against poor judgment or incompetence on the part of the layman jurors. Judges themselves are very subject to bias subject to things as ordinary as the length of time since their last break.[14]

Manipulations of the court system by defense and prosecution attorneys, law enforcement as well as the defendants have occurred and there have been cases where justice was denied.[15] [16]
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Main article: Corrections[image: External link]


Offenders are then turned over to the correctional authorities, from the court system after the accused has been found guilty. Like all other aspects of criminal justice, the administration of punishment[image: External link] has taken many different forms throughout history. Early on, when civilizations lacked the resources necessary to construct and maintain prisons, exile[image: External link] and execution[image: External link] were the primary forms of punishment. Historically shame[image: External link] punishments and exile[image: External link] have also been used as forms of censure.

The most publicly visible form of punishment in the modern era is the prison[image: External link]. Prisons may serve as detention centers for prisoners after trial. For containment of the accused, jails are used. Early prisons were used primarily to sequester criminals and little thought was given to living conditions within their walls. In America, the Quaker[image: External link] movement is commonly credited with establishing the idea that prisons should be used to reform criminals. This can also be seen as a critical moment in the debate regarding the purpose of punishment.

Punishment (in the form of prison time) may serve a variety of purposes. First, and most obviously, the incarceration of criminals removes them from the general population and inhibits their ability to perpetrate further crimes. A new goal of prison punishments is to offer criminals a chance to be rehabilitated. Many modern prisons offer schooling or job training to prisoners as a chance to learn a vocation and thereby earn a legitimate living when they are returned to society. Religious institutions also have a presence in many prisons, with the goal of teaching ethics and instilling a sense of morality in the prisoners. If a prisoner is released before his time is served, he is released as a parole. This means that they are released, but the restrictions are greater than that of someone on probation.

There are numerous other forms of punishment which are commonly used in conjunction with or in place of prison terms. Monetary fines[image: External link] are one of the oldest forms of punishment still used today. These fines may be paid to the state or to the victims as a form of reparation. Probation[image: External link] and house arrest[image: External link] are also sanctions which seek to limit a person's mobility and his or her opportunities to commit crimes without actually placing them in a prison setting. Furthermore, many jurisdictions may require some form of public or community service as a form of reparations for lesser offenses. In Corrections, the Department ensures court-ordered, pre-sentence chemical dependency assessments, related Drug Offender Sentencing Alternative specific examinations and treatment will occur for offenders sentenced to Drug Offender Sentencing Alternative in compliance with RCW 9.94A.660.

Execution or capital punishment[image: External link] is still used around the world. Its use is one of the most heavily debated aspects of the criminal justice system. Some societies are willing to use executions as a form of political control, or for relatively minor misdeeds. Other societies reserve execution for only the most sinister and brutal offenses. Others still have discontinued the practice entirely, believing the use of execution to be excessively cruel or.(ACJS)1963 JUSTICE SCIENCES 2015-04-25. 2015-05-07 ACJS HISTORY 243-252 CRIMINAL JUSTICE.4:243-2546790
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 Academic discipline




The functional study of criminal justice is distinct from criminology[image: External link], which involves the study of crime as a social phenomenon, causes of crime, criminal behavior, and other aspects of crime. It emerged as an academic discipline in the 1920s, beginning with Berkeley[image: External link] police chief August Vollmer[image: External link] who established a criminal justice program at the University of California, Berkeley[image: External link] in 1916.[17] Vollmer's work was carried on by his student, O.W. Wilson[image: External link], who led efforts to professionalize policing and reduce corruption[image: External link]. Other programs were established in the United States at Indiana University[image: External link], Michigan State University[image: External link], San Jose State University[image: External link], and the University of Washington[image: External link].[18] As of 1950, criminal justice students were estimated to number less than 1,000.[citation needed[image: External link]] Until the 1960s, the primary focus of criminal justice in the United States was on policing and police science.

Throughout the 1960s and 1970s, crime rates soared and social issues took center stage in the public eye. A number of new laws and studies focused federal resources on researching new approaches to crime control. The Warren Court[image: External link] (the Supreme Court[image: External link] under Chief Justice[image: External link] Earl Warren[image: External link]), issued a series of rulings which redefined citizen's rights and substantially altered the powers and responsibilities of police and the courts. The Civil Rights Era offered significant legal and ethical challenges to the status quo[image: External link].

In the late 1960s, with the establishment of the Law Enforcement Assistance Administration[image: External link] (LEAA) and associated policy changes that resulted with the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968[image: External link]. The LEAA provided grants[image: External link] for criminology research, focusing on social aspects of crime. By the 1970s, there were 729 academic programs in criminology and criminal justice in the United States.[18] Largely thanks to the Law Enforcement Education Program, criminal justice students numbered over 100,000 by 1975. Over time, scholars of criminal justice began to include criminology[image: External link], sociology[image: External link], and psychology[image: External link], among others, to provide a more comprehensive view of the criminal justice system and the root causes of crime. Criminal justice studies now combine the practical and technical policing skills with a study of social deviance as a whole.

Criminal justice degree programs at four-year institutions typically include coursework in statistics, methods of research, criminal justice, policing, U.S court systems, criminal courts, corrections, community corrections, criminal procedure, criminal law, victimology, juvenile justice, and a variety of special topics. A number of universities offer a Bachelor of Criminal Justice[image: External link].
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 History




Main article: History of criminal justice[image: External link]


The modern criminal justice system has evolved since ancient[image: External link] times, with new forms of punishment[image: External link], added rights[image: External link] for offenders[image: External link] and victims, and policing[image: External link] reforms. These developments have reflected changing customs[image: External link], political ideals, and economic conditions. In ancient times through the Middle Ages, exile[image: External link] was a common form of punishment. During the Middle Ages[image: External link], payment to the victim (or the victim's family), known as wergild[image: External link], was another common punishment, including for violent crimes. For those who could not afford to buy their way out of punishment, harsh penalties included various forms of corporal punishment[image: External link]. These included mutilation[image: External link], branding[image: External link], and flogging[image: External link], as well as execution[image: External link].

Though a prison, Le Stinche, existed as early as the 14th century in Florence, Italy[image: External link],[19] incarceration[image: External link] was not widely used until the 19th century. Correctional reform in the United States was first initiated by William Penn[image: External link], towards the end of the 17th century. For a time, Pennsylvania[image: External link]'s criminal code was revised to forbid torture[image: External link] and other forms of cruel punishment, with jails[image: External link] and prisons[image: External link] replacing corporal punishment. These reforms were reverted, upon Penn's death in 1718. Under pressure from a group of Quakers[image: External link], these reforms were revived in Pennsylvania toward the end of the 18th century, and led to a marked drop in Pennsylvania's crime rate. Patrick Colquhoun[image: External link], Henry Fielding[image: External link] and others led significant reforms during the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries.[20]
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 Modern police




The first modern police force is commonly said to be the Metropolitan Police[image: External link] in London[image: External link], established in 1829 by Sir Robert Peel[image: External link].[21][22] Based on the Peelian principles[image: External link], it promoted the preventive[image: External link] role of police as a deterrent to urban crime and disorder.[23][24] In the United States, police departments were first established in Boston[image: External link] in 1838, and New York City[image: External link] in 1844. Early on, police were not respected by the community, as corruption[image: External link] was rampant.

In the 1920s, led by Berkeley, California[image: External link] police chief, August Vollmer[image: External link] and O.W. Wilson[image: External link], police began to professionalize, adopt new technologies, and place emphasis on training and professional qualifications of new hires. Despite such reforms, police agencies were led by highly autocratic leaders, and there remained a lack of respect between police and the community. Following urban unrest in the 1960s, police placed more emphasis on community relations, enacted reforms such as increased diversity in hiring, and many police agencies adopted community policing[image: External link] strategies.

In the 1990s, CompStat[image: External link] was developed by the New York Police Department[image: External link] as an information-based system for tracking and mapping[image: External link] crime patterns and trends, and holding police accountable for dealing with crime problems. CompStat has since been replicated in police departments across the United States and around the world, with problem-oriented policing[image: External link], intelligence-led policing[image: External link], and other information-led policing strategies also adopted.
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Outline of criminal justice[image: External link] – structured list of topics related to criminal justice, organized by subject area

	Criminal justice ethics[image: External link]

	Criminal justice reform[image: External link]

	Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences[image: External link]

	Criminal responsibility in French law[image: External link]
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Prison Reform





Prison reform is the attempt to improve conditions inside prisons[image: External link], establish a more effective penal system[image: External link], or implement alternatives to incarceration[image: External link].[1][2][3]
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 History




Prisons have only been used as the primary punishment for criminal acts in the last few centuries. Far more common earlier were various types of corporal punishment[image: External link], public humiliation[image: External link], penal bondage[image: External link], and banishment[image: External link] for more severe offences, as well as capital punishment[image: External link].

Prisons contained both felons and debtors - the latter were allowed to bring in wives and children. The jailer made his money by charging the inmates for food and drink and legal services and the whole system was ripe with corruption. One reform of the sixteenth century had been the establishment of the London Bridewell[image: External link] as a house of correction[image: External link] for women and children. This was the only place any medical services were provided.
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 United Kingdom




During the eighteenth century, British justice used a wide variety of measures to punish crime, including fines, the pillory and whipping. Transportation to America was often offered, until 1776, as an alternative to the death penalty, which could be imposed for many offenses including pilfering. When they ran out of prisons in 1776 they used old sailing vessels which came to be called hulks as places of temporary confinement.

The most notable reformer was John Howard[image: External link] who, having visited several hundred prisons across England and Europe, beginning when he was high sheriff of Bedfordshire, published The State of the Prisons in 1777.[4] He was particularly appalled to discover prisoners who had been acquitted but were still confined because they couldn't pay the jailer's fees. He proposed that each prisoner should be in a separate cell with separate sections for women felons, men felons, young offenders and debtors. The prison reform charity, the Howard League for Penal Reform[image: External link], takes its name from John Howard.

The Penitentiary Act[image: External link] which passed in 1779 following his agitation introduced solitary confinement, religious instruction and a labor regime and proposed two state penitentiaries, one for men and one for women. These were never built due to disagreements in the committee and pressures from wars with France and jails remained a local responsibility. But other measures passed in the next few years provided magistrates with the powers to implement many of these reforms and eventually in 1815 jail fees were abolished.

Quakers such as Elizabeth Fry[image: External link] continued to publicize the dire state of prisons as did Charles Dickens[image: External link] in his novels David Copperfield[image: External link] and Little Dorrit[image: External link] about the Marshalsea[image: External link]. Samuel Romilly[image: External link] managed to repeal the death penalty for theft in 1806, but repealing it for other similar offences brought in a political element that had previously been absent. The Society for the Improvement of Prison Discipline, founded in 1816, supported both the Panopticon[image: External link] for the design of prisons and the use of the treadwheel[image: External link] as a means of hard labor. By 1824, 54 prisons had adopted this means of discipline.[5] Robert Peel's Gaols Act[image: External link] of 1823 attempted to impose uniformity in the country but local prisons remained under the control of magistrates until the Prison Act of 1877.

The American separate system[image: External link] attracted the attention of some reformers and led to the creation of Millbank Prison[image: External link] in 1816 and Pentonville prison[image: External link] in 1842. By now the end of transportation to Australia and the use of hulks was in sight and Joshua Jebb[image: External link] set an ambitious program of prison building with one large prison opening per year. The main principles were separation and hard labour for serious crimes, using treadwheels and cranks. However, by the 1860s public opinion was calling for harsher measures in reaction to an increase in crime which was perceived to come from the 'flood of criminals' released under the penal servitude system. The reaction from the committee set up under the commissioner of prisons, Colonel Edmund du Cane[image: External link], was to increase minimum sentences for many offences with deterrent principles of 'hard labour, hard fare, and a hard bed'.[6] In 1877 he encouraged Disraeli[image: External link]'s government to remove all prisons from local government and held a firm grip on the prison system till his forced retirement in 1895. He also established a tradition of secrecy which lasted till the 1970s so that even magistrates and investigators were unable to see the insides of prisons.[7] By the 1890s the prison population was over 20,000.

In 1894-5 Herbert Gladstone[image: External link]'s Committee on Prisons showed that criminal propensity peaked from the mid-teens to the mid-twenties. He took the view that central government should break the cycle of offending and imprisonment by establishing a new type of reformatory, that was called Borstal[image: External link] after the village in Kent[image: External link] which housed the first one. The movement reached its peak after the first world war when Alexander Paterson[image: External link] became commissioner, delegating authority and encouraging personal responsibility in the fashion of the English Public school[image: External link]: cellblocks were designated as 'houses' by name and had a housemaster[image: External link]. Cross-country walks were encouraged, and no one ran away. Prison populations remained at a low level until after the second world war when Paterson died and the movement was unable to update itself.[8]

Some aspects of Borstal found their way into the main prison system, including open prisons[image: External link] and housemasters, renamed assistant governors and many Borstal-trained prison officers used their experience in the wider service. But in general the prison system in the twentieth century remained in Victorian buildings which steadily became more and more overcrowded with inevitable results.
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 United States




In colonial America, punishments were severe. The Massachusetts assembly in 1736 ordered that a thief, on first conviction, be fined or whipped. The second time he was to pay treble damages[image: External link], sit for an hour upon the gallows platform with a noose around his neck and then be carted to the whipping post for thirty stripes. For the third offense he was to be hanged.[9] But the implementation was haphazard as there was no effective police system and judges wouldn't convict if they believed the punishment was excessive. The local jails mainly held men awaiting trial or punishment and those in debt.

In the aftermath of independence most states amended their criminal punishment statutes. Pennsylvania eliminated the death penalty for robbery and burglary in 1786, and in 1794 retained it only for first degree murder. Other states followed and in all cases the answer to what alternative penalties should be imposed was incarceration. Pennsylvania turned its old jail at Walnut Street into a state prison. New York built Newgate state prison in Greenwich Village and other states followed. But by 1820 faith in the efficacy of legal reform had declined as statutory changes had no discernible effect on the level of crime and the prisons, where prisoners shared large rooms and booty including alcohol, had become riotous and prone to escapes.

In response, New York developed the Auburn system[image: External link] in which prisoners were confined in separate cells and prohibited from talking when eating and working together, implementing it at Auburn State Prison[image: External link] and Sing Sing[image: External link] at Ossining[image: External link]. The aim of this was rehabilitative[image: External link]: the reformers talked about the penitentiary serving as a model for the family and the school and almost all the states adopted the plan (though Pennsylvania went even further in separating prisoners). The system's fame spread and visitors to the U.S. to see the prisons included de Tocqueville[image: External link] who wrote Democracy in America[image: External link] as a result of his visit.

However, by the 1860s, overcrowding became the rule of the day, partly because of the long sentences given for violent crimes, despite increasing severity inside the prison and often cruel methods of gagging and restraining prisoners. An increasing proportion of prisoners were new immigrants. As a result of a tour of prisons in 18 states, Enoch Wines[image: External link] and Theodore Dwight[image: External link] produced a monumental report describing the flaws in the existing system and proposing remedies.[10] Their critical finding was that not one of the state prisons in the United States was seeking the reformation of its inmates as a primary goal.[11] They set out an agenda for reform which was endorsed by a National Congress in Cincinnati[image: External link] in 1870. These ideas were put into practice in the Elmira Reformatory[image: External link] in New York in 1876 run by Zebulon Brockway[image: External link]. At the core of the design was an educational program which included general subjects and vocational training for the less capable. Instead of fixed sentences, prisoners who did well could be released early.

But by the 1890s, Elmira had twice as many inmates as it was designed for and they were not only the first offenders between 16 and 31 for which the program was intended. Although it had a number of imitators in different states, it did little to halt the deterioration of the country's prisons which carried on a dreary life of their own. In the southern states, in which blacks made up more than 75% of the inmates, there was ruthless exploitation in which the states leased prisoners as chain gangs to entrepreneurs who treated them worse than slaves. By the 1920s drug use in prisons was also becoming a problem.

At the beginning of the twentieth century, psychiatric interpretations of social deviance were gaining a central role in criminology and policy making. By 1926, 67 prisons employed psychiatrists and 45 had psychologists. The language of medicine was applied in an attempt to "cure" offenders of their criminality. In fact, little was known about the causes of their behaviour and prescriptions were not much different from the earlier reform methods.[12] A system of probation was introduced, but often used simply as an alternative to suspended sentences, and the probation officers appointed had little training, and their caseloads numbered several hundred making assistance or surveillance practically impossible. At the same time they could revoke the probation status without going through another trial or other proper process.[13]

In 1913, Thomas Mott Osborne[image: External link] became chairman of a commission for the reform of the New York prison system and introduced a Mutual Welfare League at Auburn with a committee of 49 prisoners appointed by secret ballot from the 1400 inmates. He also removed the striped dress uniform at Sing Sing and introduced recreation and movies. Progressive reform resulted in the "Big House" by the late twenties - prisons averaging 2,500 men with professional management designed to eliminate the abusive forms of corporal punishment and prison labor prevailing at the time.

The American prison system was shaken by a series of riots in the early 1950s triggered by deficiencies of prison facilities, lack of hygiene or medical care, poor food quality, and guard brutality. In the next decade all these demands were recognized as rights by the courts.[12] In 1954, the American Prison Association changed its name to the American Correctional Association[image: External link] and the rehabilitative emphasis was formalized in the 1955 United Nations[image: External link] Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners[image: External link].

Since the 1960s the prison population in the US has risen steadily, even during periods where the crime rate has fallen. This is partly due to profound changes in sentencing practices due to a denunciation of lenient policies in the late sixties and early seventies and assertions that rehabilitative purposes don't work. As a consequence sentencing commissions started to establish minimum as well as maximum sentencing guidelines[image: External link], which have reduced the discretion of parole authorities and also reduced parole supervision of released prisoners. Another factor that contributed to the increase of incarcerations was the Reagan administration's "War On Drugs" in the 1980s. This War increased money spent on lowering the number of illegal drugs in the United States. As a result, drug arrests increased and prisons became increasingly more crowded.[14] By 2010, the United States had more prisoners than any other country and a greater percentage of its population was in prison than in any other country in the world. "Mass incarceration" became a serious social and economic problem, as each of the 2.3 million American prisoners costs an average of about $25,000 per year. Recidivism remained high, and useful programs were often cut during the recession of 2009-2010. In 2011, the U.S. Supreme Court in Brown v. Plata[image: External link] upheld the release of thousands of California prisoners due to California's inability to provide constitutionally mandated levels of healthcare.

In 2015 a bipartisan effort was launched by Koch family foundations[image: External link], the ACLU[image: External link], the Center for American Progress[image: External link], Families Against Mandatory Minimums[image: External link], the Coalition for Public Safety[image: External link], and the MacArthur Foundation[image: External link] to more seriously address criminal justice reform in the United States.[15][16][17] The Kochs and their partners, are combatting the systemic overcriminalization and overincarceration of citizens from primarily low-income and minority communities.[18][19] The group of reformers is working to reduce recidivism rates and diminish barriers faced by rehabilitated persons seeking new employment in the work force. In addition they have a goal in ending Asset forfeiture[image: External link] practices since law enforcement often deprives individuals of the majority of their private property.[20]
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 Europe




The first public prison in Europe was Le Stinch in Florence, constructed in 1297, copied in several other cities. The more modern use grew from the prison workhouse[image: External link] (known as the Rasphuis[image: External link]) from 1600 in Holland. The house was normally managed by a married couple, the 'father' and 'mother', usually with a work master and discipline master. The inmates, or journeymen[image: External link], often spent their time on spinning, weaving and fabricating cloths and their output was measured and those who exceeded the minimum received a small sum of money with which they could buy extras from the indoor father.[21]

An exception to the rule of forced labor were those inmates whose families could not look after them and paid for them to be in the workhouse. From the later 17th century private institutions for the insane, called the beterhuis, developed to meet this need.

In Hamburg a different pattern occurred with the spinhaus in 1669, to which only infamous criminals were admitted. This was paid by the public treasury and the pattern spread in eighteenth-century Germany. In France the use of galley servitude[image: External link] was most common until galleys were abolished in 1748. After this the condemned were put to work in naval arsenals[image: External link] doing heavy work. Confinement originated from the hôpitaux généraux which were mostly asylums, though in Paris they included many convicts, and persisted up till the revolution[image: External link].

The use of capital punishment and judicial torture[image: External link] declined during the eighteenth century and imprisonment came to dominate the system, although reform movements started almost immediately. Many countries were committed to the goal as a financially self-sustaining institution and the organization was often subcontracted to entrepreneurs, though this created its own tensions and abuse. By the mid nineteenth century several countries initiated experiments in allowing the prisoners to choose the trades in which they were to be apprenticed. The growing amount of recidivism[image: External link] in the latter half of the nineteenth century led a number of criminologists[image: External link] to argue that "imprisonment did not, and could not fulfill its original ideal of treatment aimed at reintegrating the offender into the community".[22] Belgium led the way in introducing the suspended sentence[image: External link] for first-time offenders in 1888, followed by France in 1891 and most other countries in the next few years. Parole[image: External link] had been introduced on an experimental basis in France in the 1830s, with laws for juveniles introduced in 1850, and Portugal began to use it for adult criminals from 1861. The parole system introduced in France in 1885 made use of a strong private patronage network. Parole was approved throughout Europe at the International Prison Congress of 1910. As a result of these reforms the prison populations of many European countries halved in the first half of the twentieth century.

Exceptions to this trend included France and Italy between the world wars, when there was a huge increase in the use of imprisonment. The National Socialist state in Germany used it as an important tool to rid itself of its enemies as crime rates rocketed as a consequence of new categories of criminal behavior. Russia, which had only started to reform its penal and judicial system in 1860 by abolishing corporal punishment, continued the use of exile with hard labor as a punishment and this was increased to a new level of brutality under Joseph Stalin[image: External link], despite early reforms by the Bolsheviks[image: External link].

Postwar reforms stressed the need for the state to tailor punishment to the individual convicted criminal. In 1965, Sweden enacted a new criminal code emphasizing non-institutional alternatives to punishment including conditional sentences, probation[image: External link] for first-time offenders and the more extensive use of fines[image: External link]. The use of probation caused a dramatic decline in the number women serving long-term sentences: in France the number fell from 5,231 in 1946 to 1,121 in 1980. Probation spread to most European countries though the level of surveillance varies. In the Netherlands, religious and philanthropic groups are responsible for much of the probationary care. The Dutch government invests heavily in correctional personnel, having 3,100 for 4,500 prisoners in 1959.[23]

However, despite these reforms, numbers in prison started to grow again after the 1960s even in countries committed to non-custodial policies.
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 Retribution, vengeance and retaliation




This is founded on the "eye for an eye[image: External link], tooth for a tooth" incarceration philosophy, which essentially states that if one person harms another, then an equivalent harm should be done to them. One goal here is to prevent vigilantism[image: External link], gang or clan warfare, and other actions by those who have an unsatisfied need to "get even" for a crime against them, their family, or their group. It is, however, difficult to determine how to equate different types of "harm". A literal case is where a murderer is punished with the death penalty, the argument being "justice demands a life for a life". One criticism of long term prison sentences and other methods for achieving justice is that such "warehousing" of criminals is rather expensive, this argument notwithstanding the fact that the multiple incarceration appeals of a death penalty case often exceed the price of the "warehousing" of the criminal in question. Yet another facet of this debate disregards the financial cost for the most part. The argument regarding warehousing rests, in this case, upon the theory that any punishment considered respectful of human rights should not include caging humans for life without chance of release—that even death is morally and ethically a higher road than no-parole prison sentences.
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 Deterrence




The criminal is used as a "threat to themselves and others". By subjecting prisoners to harsh conditions, authorities hope to convince them to avoid future criminal behavior and to exemplify for others the rewards for avoiding such behavior; that is, the fear of punishment will win over whatever benefit or pleasure the illegal activity might bring. The deterrence model frequently goes far beyond "an eye for an eye", exacting a more severe punishment than would seem to be indicated by the crime. Torture[image: External link] has been used in the past as a deterrent, as has the public embarrassment and discomfort of stocks[image: External link], and, in religious communities, excommunication[image: External link]. Executions[image: External link], particularly gruesome ones (such as hanging or beheading), often for petty offenses, are further examples of attempts at deterrence. One criticism of the deterrence model is that criminals typically have a rather short-term orientation, and the possibility of long-term consequences is of little importance to them. Also, their quality of life may be so horrific that any treatment within the criminal justice system (which is compatible with human rights law) will only be seen as an improvement over their previous situation.There used to be many European Monks who disagreed with the containment of the mentally ill, and their ethics had a strong influence towards Dix's mission to find a proper way to care for the challenged people.
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 Rehabilitation, reform and correction




("Reform" here refers to reform of the individual, not the reform of the penal system.) The goal is to "repair" the deficiencies in the individual and return them as productive members of society. Education, work skills, deferred gratification[image: External link], treating others with respect, and self-discipline are stressed. Younger criminals who have committed fewer and less severe crimes are most likely to be successfully reformed. "Reform schools" and "boot camps" are set up according to this model. One criticism of this model is that criminals are rewarded with training and other items which would not have been available to them had they not committed a crime.

Prior to its closing in late 1969, Eastern State Penitentiary, then known as State Correctional Institution, Philadelphia, had established a far reaching program of voluntary group therapy with the goal of having all inmates in the prison involved. From 1967 when the plan was initiated, the program appears to have been successful as many inmates did volunteer for group therapy. An interesting aspect was that the groups were to be led by two therapists, one from the psychology or social work department and a second from one of the officers among the prison guard staff.[24]
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 Removal from society




The goal here is simply to keep criminals away from potential victims, thus reducing the number of crimes they can commit. The criticism[citation needed[image: External link]] of this model is that others increase the number and severity of crimes they commit to make up for the "vacuum" left by the removed criminal. For example, incarcerating a drug dealer[image: External link] will result in an unmet demand for drugs at that locale, and an existing or new drug dealer will then appear, to fill the void. This new drug dealer may have been innocent of any crimes before this opportunity, or may have been guilty of less serious crimes, such as being a look-out for the previous drug dealer.
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 Restitution or repayment




Prisoners are forced to repay their "debt" to society. Unpaid or low pay work is common in many prisons, often to the benefit of the community. In some countries prisons operate as labour camps. Critics say that the repayment model gives government an economic incentive to send more people to prison. In corrupt or authoritarian regimes, such as the former Soviet Union under the control of Joseph Stalin, many citizens are sentenced to forced labour for minor breaches of the law, simply because the government requires the labour camps as a source of income. Community service[image: External link] is increasingly being used as an alternative to prison for petty criminals.[25]
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Government and prison officials also have the goal of minimizing short-term costs.


	In wealthy societies:

	This calls for keeping prisoners placated by providing them with things like television and conjugal visits. Inexpensive measures like these prevent prison assaults and riots which in turn allow the number of guards to be minimized. Providing the quickest possible parole and/or release also reduces immediate costs to the prison system (although these may very well increase long term costs to the prison system and society due to recidivism[image: External link]). The ultimate way to reduce immediate costs is to eliminate prisons entirely and use fines, community service, and other sanctions (like the loss of a driver's license or the right to vote) instead. Executions at first would appear to limit costs, but, in most wealthy societies, the long appeals process for death sentences (and associated legal costs) make them quite expensive. Note that this goal may conflict with a number of goals for criminal justice systems.




	In poor societies:




	Poor societies, which lack the resources to imprison criminals for years, frequently use execution in place of imprisonment, for severe crimes. Less severe crimes, such as theft, might be dealt with by less severe physical means, such as amputation of the hands. When long term imprisonment is used in such societies, it may be a virtual death sentence, as the lack of food, sanitation, and medical care causes widespread disease and death, in such prisons.



Some of the goals of criminal justice are compatible with one another, while others are in conflict. In the history of prison reform, the harsh treatment, torture, and executions used for deterrence first came under fire as a violation of human rights[image: External link]. The salvation goal, and methods, were later attacked as violations of the individual's freedom of religion[image: External link]. This led to further reforms aimed principally at reform/correction of the individual, removal from society, and reduction of immediate costs. The perception that such reforms sometimes denied victims justice then led to further changes.
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John Howard[image: External link] is now widely regarded as the founding father of prison reform, having travelled extensively visiting prisons across Europe[image: External link] in the 1770s and 1780s. Also, the great social reformer Jonas Hanway[image: External link] promoted "solitude in imprisonment, with proper profitable labor and a spare diet."[26] Indeed, this became the popular model in England for many decades.
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 United Kingdom




Within Britain[image: External link], prison reform was spearheaded by the Quakers[image: External link], and in particular, Elizabeth Fry[image: External link] during the Victorian Age[image: External link]. Elizabeth Fry visited prisons and suggested basic human rights for prisoners, such as privacy[image: External link] and teaching prisoners a trade. Fry was particularly concerned with women's rights[image: External link]. Parliament, coming to realize that a significant portion of prisoners had come to commit crimes as a result of mental illness, passed the County Asylums Act (1808)[image: External link]. This made it possible for Justice of the Peace[image: External link] in each county to build and run their own pauper asylums.

"Whereas the practice of confining such lunatics and other insane persons as are chargeable to their respective parishes in Gaols, Houses of Correction, Poor Houses and Houses of Industry, is highly dangerous and inconvenient"[27]

There is contemporary research on the use of volunteers by governments to help ensure the fair and humane detention of prisoners.[28] Research suggests that volunteers can be effective to ensure oversight of state functions and ensure accountability, however, they must be given tasked appropriately and well trained.[28]
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 United States




In the 1800s, Dorothea Dix[image: External link] toured prisons in the U.S. and all over Europe looking at the conditions of the mentally handicapped. Her ideas led to a mushroom effect of asylums all over the United States in the mid-19th-century. Linda Gilbert[image: External link] established 22 prison libraries of from 1,500 to 2,000 volumes each, in six states.

In the early 1900s Samuel June Barrow was a leader in prison reform. President Cleveland appointed him International Prison Commissioner for the U.S. in 1895, and in 1900 Barrows became Secretary of the Prison Association of New York and held that position until his death on April 21, 1909. A Unitarian pastor, Barrows used his influence as editor of the Unitarian Christian Register to speak at meetings of the National Conference of Charities and Correction, the National International Prison Congresses, and the Society for International Law. As the International Prison Commissioner for the U.S., he wrote several of today's most valuable documents of American penological literature, including "Children's Courts in the United States" and "The Criminal Insane in the United States and in Foreign Countries." As a House representative, Barrows was pivotal in the creation of the International Prison Congress and became its president in 1905. In his final role, as Secretary of the Prison Association of New York, he dissolved the association's debt, began issuing annual reports, drafted and ensured passage of New York's first probation law, assisted in the implementation of a federal Parole Law, and promoted civil service for prison employees. Moreover, Barrows advocated improved prison structures and methods, traveling in 1907 around the world to bring back detailed plans of 36 of the best prisons in 14 different countries. In 1910 the National League of Volunteer Workers, nicknamed the "Barrows League" in his memory, formed in New York as a group dedicated to helping released prisoners and petitioning for better prison conditions.

Zebulon Brockway in Fifty Years of Prison Service outlined an ideal prison system: Prisoners should support themselves in prison though industry, in anticipation of supporting themselves outside prison; outside businesses and labor must not interfere; indeterminate sentences were required, making prisoners earn their release with constructive behavior, not just the passage of time; and education and a Christian culture should be imparted. Nevertheless, opposition to prison industries and labor increased. Finally, U.S. law prohibited the transport of prison-made goods across state lines. Most prison-made goods today are only for government use—but the state and federal governments are not required to meet their needs from prison industries. Although nearly every prison reformer in history believed prisoners should work usefully, and several prisons in the 1800s were profitable and self-supporting, most American prisoners today do not have productive jobs in prison.[29]

Musician Johnny Cash[image: External link] performed and recorded at many prisons and fought for prison reform.[30][31][32]
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	Prisoner abuse[image: External link]

	Prison abolition movement[image: External link]

	Restorative Justice[image: External link]
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Crime Prevention






Crime prevention is the attempt to reduce and deter crime and criminals[image: External link]. It is applied specifically to efforts made by governments[image: External link] to reduce crime, enforce the law, and maintain criminal justice.
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 Studies




Criminologists[image: External link] such as Gottfredson, McKenzie, Eck, Farrington, Sherman, Waller and others have been at the forefront of analyzing what works to prevent crime.[citation needed[image: External link]] Commissions and research bodies such as the World Health Organization[image: External link], United Nations[image: External link], the United States National Research Council[image: External link], the UK Audit Commission[image: External link] have analyzed their and others' research on what lowers rates of interpersonal crime.

They agree that governments must go beyond law enforcement and criminal justice to tackle the risk factors that cause crime because it is more cost effective and leads to greater social benefits than the standard ways of responding to crime. Multiple opinion polls[image: External link] also confirm public support for investment in prevention. Waller uses these materials in Less Law, More Order to propose specific measures to reduce crime as well as a crime bill[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

Some of the highlights of these authorities are set out below with some sources for further reading. The World Health Organization Guide (2004) complements the World Report on Violence and Health (2002) and the 2003 World Health Assembly Resolution 56-24 for governments to implement nine recommendations, which were:


	Create, implement and monitor a national action plan[image: External link] for violence prevention.

	Enhance capacity for collecting data on violence.

	Define priorities for, and support research on, the causes, consequences, costs and prevention of violence.

	Promote primary prevention responses.

	Strengthen responses for victims of violence.

	Integrate violence prevention into social and educational policies, and thereby promote gender[image: External link] and social equality[image: External link].

	Increase collaboration and exchange of information on violence prevention.

	Promote and monitor adherence to international treaties[image: External link], laws and other mechanisms to protect human rights[image: External link].

	Seek practical, internationally agreed responses to the global drugs and global arms trade[image: External link].



The commissions agree on the role of municipalities, because they are best able to organize the strategies to tackle the risk factors that cause crime. The European Forum for Urban Safety and the United States Conference of Mayors have stressed that municipalities must target the programs to meet the needs of youth at risk and women who are vulnerable to violence.[citation needed[image: External link]]

To succeed, they need to establish a coalition[image: External link] of key agencies such as schools, job creation, social services, housing and law enforcement around a diagnosis.
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 Types




Several factors must come together for a crime to occur:


	an individual or group must have the desire or motivation to participate in a banned or prohibited behavior;

	at least some of the participants must have the skills and tools needed to commit the crime; and,

	an opportunity must be acted upon.



Primary prevention addresses individual and family-level factors correlated with later criminal participation. Individual level factors such as attachment to school and involvement in pro-social activities decrease the probability of criminal involvement.

Family-level factors such as consistent parenting skills similarly reduce individual level risk. Risk factors are additive in nature. The greater the number of risk factors present the greater the risk of criminal involvement. In addition there are initiatives which seek to alter rates of crime at the community or aggregate level.

For example, Larry Sherman from the University of Maryland in Policing Domestic Violence (1993) demonstrated that changing the policy of police response to domestic violence calls altered the probability of subsequent violence. Policing hot spots, areas of known criminal activity, decreases the number of criminal events reported to the police in those areas. Other initiatives include community policing efforts to capture known criminals. Organizations such as America's Most Wanted and Crime Stoppers help catch these criminals.

Secondary prevention uses techniques focusing on at risk situations, especially focusing on youth who drop out of school or get involved in gangs[image: External link]. It targets social programs[image: External link] and law enforcement at neighborhoods where crime rates[image: External link] are high. The use of secondary crime prevention in cities such as Birmingham[image: External link] and Bogotá[image: External link] has achieved large reductions in crime and violence[image: External link]. Programs that are focused on youth who are at risk have been shown to significantly reduce crime.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Tertiary prevention is used after a crime has occurred in order to prevent successive incidents. Such measures can be seen in the implementation of new security policies following acts of terrorism such as the September 11, 2001 attacks[image: External link].

Situational crime prevention uses techniques focusing on reducing on the opportunity to commit a crime. Some of techniques include increasing the difficulty of crime, increasing the risk of crime, and reducing the rewards of crime.[1]
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 Situational crime prevention
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Situational crime prevention (SCP) is a relatively new[ when?[image: External link]] concept that employs a preventive approach by focusing on methods to reduce the opportunities for crime. SCP focuses on the criminal setting[2] and is different from most criminology[image: External link] as it begins with an examination of the circumstances that allow particular types of crime. By gaining an understanding of these circumstances, mechanisms are then introduced to change the relevant environments with the aim of reducing the opportunities for particular crimes. Thus, SCP focuses on crime prevention rather than the punishment or detection of criminals and its intention is to make criminal activities less appealing to offenders.[3]

SCP focuses on opportunity-reducing processes that:


	Are aimed at particular forms of crime;

	Entail the management, creation or manipulation of the immediate environment in as organised and permanent a manner as possible; and

	Result in crime being more difficult and risky or less rewarding and justifiable.[3]




The theory behind SCP concentrates on the creation of safety mechanisms that assist in protecting people by making criminals feel they may be unable to commit crimes or would be in a situation where they may be caught or detected, which will result in them being unwilling to commit crimes where such mechanisms are in place. The logic behind this is based on the concept of rational choice[image: External link] - that every criminal will assess the situation of a potential crime, weigh up how much they may gain, balance it against how much they may lose and the probability of failing, and then act accordingly.

One example of SCP in practice is automated traffic enforcement. Automated traffic enforcement systems (ATES) use automated cameras on the roads to catch drivers who are speeding and those who run red lights. Such systems enjoy use all over the world. These systems have been installed and are advertised as an attempt to keep illegal driving incidences down. As a potential criminal, someone who is about to speed or run a red light knows that their risk of getting caught is nearly 100% with these systems. This completely disincentivizes the person from speeding or running red lights in areas in which they know ATES are set up. Though not conclusive, evidence shows that these type of systems work. In a Philadelphia study, some of the city's most dangerous intersections had a reduction of 96% in red light violations after the installation and advertisement of an ATES system.[4]
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 Applying SCP to information systems (IS)




Situational crime prevention (SCP) in general attempts to move away from the "dispositional" theories of crime commission i.e. the influence of psychosocial factors or genetic makeup of the criminal, and to focus on those environmental and situational factors that can potentially influence criminal conduct. Hence rather than focus on the criminal, SCP focuses on the circumstances that lend themselves to crime commission. Understanding these circumstances leads to the introduction of measures that alter the environmental factors with the aim of reducing opportunities for criminal behavior. Other aspects of SCP include:


	targeting specific forms of crime e.g. cybercrime

	aiming to increase the effort and decrease potential risks of crime

	reducing provocative phenomena[3]
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 Safeguarding




Another aspect of SCP that is more applicable to the cyber environment is the principle of safeguarding. The introduction of these safeguards is designed to influence the potential offender's view of the risks and benefits of committing the crime. A criminal act is usually performed if the offender decides that there is little or no risk attached to the act. One of the goals of SCP is to implement safeguards to the point where the potential offender views the act unfavourably. For example, if a driver approaches a traffic junction where there are speed cameras, he or she evaluates that there is a nearly 100% chance of being caught trying to run a red light, and hence slows down. The use of crime "scripts" has been touted as a method of administering safeguards.[2] Scripts were originally developed in the field of cognitive science and focus on the behavioural processes involved in rational goal-oriented behaviour. Hence scripts have been proposed as tool for examining criminal behaviour. In particular the use of what is termed a "universal script" has been advanced for correctly identifying all the stages in the commission process of a crime.
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It has been suggested that cybercriminals[image: External link] be assessed in terms of their criminal attributes, which include skills, knowledge, resources, access and motives (SKRAM).[5] Cybercriminals usually have a high degree of these attributes[citation needed[image: External link]] and this is why SCP may prove more useful than traditional approaches to crime. Clarke proposed a table of twenty-five techniques of situational crime prevention, but the five general headings are:


	Increasing the effort to commit the crime

	Increasing the risks of committing the crime

	Reducing the rewards of committing the crime

	Reducing any provocation for committing the crime

	Removing any excuses for committing the crime[6]




These techniques can be specifically adapted to cybercrime as follows:

Increasing the effort

Reinforcing targets and restricting access- the use of firewalls[image: External link], encryption[image: External link], card/password access to ID databases and banning hacker[image: External link] websites and magazines.

Increasing the risk

Reinforcing authentication[image: External link] procedures- background checks for employees with database access, tracking keystrokes[image: External link] of computer users, use of photo and thumb print for ID documents/credit cards, requiring additional ID for online purchases[image: External link], use of cameras[image: External link] at ATMs[image: External link] and at point of sale.

Reducing the rewards

Removing targets and disrupting cyberplaces – monitoring Internet sites and incoming spam[image: External link], harsh penalties for hacking, rapid notification of stolen or lost credit bankcards, avoiding ID numbers on all official documents.

Reducing provocation and excuses

Avoiding disputes and temptations – maintaining positive employee-management relations and increasing awareness of responsible use policy.[7]

Many of these techniques do not require a considerable investment in hi-tech IT skills and knowledge. Rather, it is the effective utilization and training of existing personnel that is key.[citation needed[image: External link]]

It has been suggested that the theory behind situational crime prevention may also be useful in improving information systems[image: External link] (IS) security by decreasing the rewards criminals may expect from a crime. SCP theory aims to affect the motivation of criminals by means of environmental and situational changes and is based on three elements:


	Increasing the perceived difficulty of crime;

	Increasing the risks; and

	Reducing the rewards.[8]




IS professionals and others who wish to fight computer crime[image: External link] could use the same techniques and consequently reduce the frequency of computer crime that targets the information assets of businesses and organisations.[citation needed[image: External link]] Designing out crime from the environment is a crucial element of SCP and the most efficient way of using computers to fight crime is to predict criminal behaviour, which as a result, makes it difficult for such behaviour to be performed. SCP also has an advantage over other IS measures because it does not focus on crime from the criminal’s viewpoint. Many businesses/organisations are heavily dependent on information and communications technology[image: External link] (ICT) and information is a hugely valuable[clarification needed[image: External link]] asset, which means IS has become increasingly important.[9] While storing information in computers enables easy access and sharing by users, computer crime is a considerable threat to such information, whether committed by an external hacker[image: External link] or by an ‘insider’ (a trusted member of a business or organisation).[10] After viruses, illicit access to and theft of, information form the highest percentage of all financial losses associated with computer crime and security incidents.[10] Businesses need to protect themselves against such illegal or unethical activities, which may be committed via electronic or other methods and IS security technologies are vital in order to protect against amendment, unauthorised disclosure and/or misuse of information.[10] Computer intrusion fraud is a huge business with hackers being able to find passwords, read and alter files and read email, but such crime could almost be eliminated if hackers could be prevented from accessing a computer system or identified quickly enough.[11]

Despite many years of computer security research, huge amounts[clarification needed[image: External link]] of money being spent on secure operations and an increase in training requirements, there are frequent reports of computer penetrations and data thefts at some of the most heavily protected computer systems in the world.[12] Criminal activities in cyberspace[image: External link] are increasing with computers being used for numerous illegal activities, including email surveillance[image: External link], credit card fraud[image: External link] and software piracy[image: External link].[13] As the popularity and growth of the Internet continues to increase, many web applications and services are being set up, which are widely used by businesses for their business transactions.[14]

In the case of computer crime, even cautious companies or businesses that aim to create effective and comprehensive security measures may unintentionally produce an environment, which helps provide opportunities because they are using inappropriate controls.[15] Consequently, if the precautions are not providing an adequate level of security, the IS will be at risk.[15]
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 Situational crime prevention and fraud




In computer systems that have been developed to design out crime from the environment, one of the tactics used is risk assessment, where business transactions, clients and situations are monitored for any features that indicate a risk of criminal activity. Credit card fraud[image: External link] has been one of the most complex crimes worldwide in recent times and despite numerous prevention initiatives, it is clear that more needs to be done if the problem is to be solved.[16] Fraud management comprises a whole range of activities, including early warning systems, signs and patterns of different types of fraud, profiles of users and their activities, security of computers and avoiding customer dissatisfaction.[17] There are a number of issues that make the development of fraud management systems an extremely difficult and challenging task, including the huge volume of data involved; the requirement for fast and accurate fraud detection without inconveniencing business operations; the ongoing development of new fraud to evade existing techniques; and the risk of false alarms.[17]

Generally, fraud detection techniques fall into two categories: statistical techniques and artificial intelligence[image: External link] (AI) techniques.

Important statistical data analysis techniques to detect fraud include:


	Grouping and classification to determine patterns and associations among sets of data.

	Matching algorithms to identify irregularities in the transactions of users compared to previous profiles.

	Data pre-processing techniques for validation, correction of errors and estimating incorrect or missing data.



Important AI techniques for fraud management are:


	
Data mining[image: External link] – to categorise and group data and automatically identify associations and rules that may be indicative of remarkable patterns, including those connected to fraud.

	Specialist systems to programme expertise for fraud detection in the shape of rules.

	
Pattern recognition[image: External link] to identify groups or patterns of behaviour either automatically or to match certain inputs.

	Machine learning techniques to automatically detect the characteristics of fraud

	
Neural networks[image: External link] that can learn suspicious patterns and later identify them.[17]
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 See also





	Crime displacement[image: External link]

	
Predictive policing[image: External link][18]
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HIV/AIDS






This article is about the disease. For the virus, see HIV[image: External link].

"AIDS" redirects here. For other uses, see AIDS (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Human immunodeficiency virus infection and acquired immune deficiency syndrome (HIV/AIDS) is a spectrum of conditions caused by infection[image: External link] with the human immunodeficiency virus[image: External link] (HIV).[10][11][12] Following initial infection, a person may not notice any symptoms or may experience a brief period of influenza-like illness[image: External link].[5] Typically, this is followed by a prolonged period with no symptoms.[6] As the infection progresses, it interferes more with the immune system[image: External link], increasing the risk of common infections like tuberculosis[image: External link], as well as other opportunistic infections[image: External link], and tumors[image: External link] that rarely affect people who have working immune systems.[5] These late symptoms of infection are referred to as AIDS.[6] This stage is often also associated with weight loss[image: External link].[6]

HIV is spread primarily by unprotected sex[image: External link] (including anal[image: External link] and oral sex[image: External link]), contaminated blood transfusions[image: External link], hypodermic needles[image: External link], and from mother to child[image: External link] during pregnancy[image: External link], delivery, or breastfeeding.[13] Some bodily fluids, such as saliva and tears, do not transmit HIV.[14] Methods of prevention include safe sex[image: External link], needle exchange programs, treating those who are infected[image: External link], and male circumcision[image: External link].[5] Disease in a baby can often be prevented by giving both the mother and child antiretroviral medication[image: External link].[5] There is no cure or vaccine[image: External link]; however, antiretroviral treatment can slow the course of the disease and may lead to a near-normal life expectancy.[6][7] Treatment is recommended as soon as the diagnosis is made.[15] Without treatment, the average survival time after infection is 11 years.[16]

In 2015 about 37.3 million people were living with HIV and it resulted in 1.2 million deaths.[8][9] Most of those infected live in sub-Saharan Africa[image: External link].[5] Between its discovery and 2014 AIDS has caused an estimated 39 million deaths worldwide.[17] HIV/AIDS is considered a pandemic[image: External link]—a disease outbreak which is present over a large area and is actively spreading.[18] HIV is believed to have originated in west-central Africa during the late 19th or early 20th century.[19] AIDS was first recognized by the United States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention[image: External link] (CDC) in 1981 and its cause—HIV infection—was identified in the early part of the decade.[20]

HIV/AIDS has had a great impact on society, both as an illness and as a source of discrimination[image: External link].[21] The disease also has large economic impacts[image: External link].[21] There are many misconceptions about HIV/AIDS[image: External link] such as the belief that it can be transmitted by casual non-sexual contact.[22] The disease has become subject to many controversies involving religion[image: External link] including the Catholic Church[image: External link]'s decision not to support condom[image: External link] use as prevention.[23] It has attracted international medical and political attention as well as large-scale funding since it was identified in the 1980s.[24]
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 Signs and symptoms




Main article: Signs and symptoms of HIV/AIDS[image: External link]


There are three main stages of HIV infection: acute infection, clinical latency and AIDS.[1]
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 Acute infection




The initial period following the contraction of HIV is called acute HIV, primary HIV or acute retroviral syndrome.[2][25] Many individuals develop an influenza-like illness[image: External link] or a mononucleosis-like illness[image: External link] 2–4 weeks post exposure while others have no significant symptoms.[26][27] Symptoms occur in 40–90% of cases and most commonly include fever[image: External link], large tender lymph nodes[image: External link], throat inflammation[image: External link], a rash[image: External link], headache, and/or sores of the mouth and genitals.[25][27] The rash, which occurs in 20–50% of cases, presents itself on the trunk and is maculopapular[image: External link], classically.[28] Some people also develop opportunistic infections[image: External link] at this stage.[25] Gastrointestinal symptoms such as nausea, vomiting or diarrhea[image: External link] may occur, as may neurological symptoms of peripheral neuropathy[image: External link] or Guillain–Barré syndrome[image: External link].[27] The duration of the symptoms varies, but is usually one or two weeks.[27]

Due to their nonspecific[image: External link] character, these symptoms are not often recognized[image: External link] as signs of HIV infection. Even cases that do get seen by a family doctor or a hospital are often misdiagnosed as one of the many common infectious diseases[image: External link] with overlapping symptoms. Thus, it is recommended that HIV be considered in people presenting an unexplained fever who may have risk factors for the infection.[27]
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 Clinical latency




The initial symptoms are followed by a stage called clinical latency, asymptomatic HIV, or chronic HIV.[1] Without treatment, this second stage of the natural history[image: External link] of HIV infection can last from about three years[29] to over 20 years[30] (on average, about eight years).[31] While typically there are few or no symptoms at first, near the end of this stage many people experience fever, weight loss, gastrointestinal problems and muscle pains.[1] Between 50 and 70% of people also develop persistent generalized lymphadenopathy[image: External link], characterized by unexplained, non-painful enlargement of more than one group of lymph nodes (other than in the groin) for over three to six months.[2]

Although most HIV-1[image: External link] infected individuals have a detectable viral load and in the absence of treatment will eventually progress to AIDS, a small proportion (about 5%) retain high levels of CD4+ T cells (T helper cells[image: External link]) without antiretroviral therapy[image: External link] for more than 5 years.[27][32] These individuals are classified as HIV controllers or long-term nonprogressors[image: External link] (LTNP).[32] Another group consists of those who maintain a low or undetectable viral load without anti-retroviral treatment, known as "elite controllers" or "elite suppressors". They represent approximately 1 in 300 infected persons.[33]
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 Acquired immunodeficiency syndrome




Acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS) is defined in terms of either a CD4+ T cell count below 200 cells per µL or the occurrence of specific diseases in association with an HIV infection.[27] In the absence of specific treatment, around half of people infected with HIV develop AIDS within ten years.[27] The most common initial conditions that alert to the presence of AIDS are pneumocystis pneumonia[image: External link] (40%), cachexia[image: External link] in the form of HIV wasting syndrome (20%), and esophageal candidiasis[image: External link].[27] Other common signs include recurring respiratory tract infections[image: External link].[27]

Opportunistic infections[image: External link] may be caused by bacteria[image: External link], viruses[image: External link], fungi[image: External link], and parasites[image: External link] that are normally controlled by the immune system.[34] Which infections occur depends partly on what organisms are common in the person's environment.[27] These infections may affect nearly every organ system[image: External link].[35]

People with AIDS have an increased risk of developing various viral-induced cancers, including Kaposi's sarcoma[image: External link], Burkitt's lymphoma[image: External link], primary central nervous system lymphoma[image: External link], and cervical cancer[image: External link].[28] Kaposi's sarcoma is the most common cancer occurring in 10 to 20% of people with HIV.[36] The second most common cancer is lymphoma, which is the cause of death of nearly 16% of people with AIDS and is the initial sign of AIDS in 3 to 4%.[36] Both these cancers are associated with human herpesvirus 8[image: External link].[36] Cervical cancer occurs more frequently in those with AIDS because of its association with human papillomavirus[image: External link] (HPV).[36] Conjunctival cancer[image: External link] (of the layer that lines the inner part of eyelids and the white part of the eye) is also more common in those with HIV.[37]

Additionally, people with AIDS frequently have systemic symptoms such as prolonged fevers, sweats[image: External link] (particularly at night), swollen lymph nodes, chills, weakness, and unintended weight loss[image: External link].[38] Diarrhea is another common symptom, present in about 90% of people with AIDS.[39] They can also be affected by diverse psychiatric and neurological symptoms independent of opportunistic infections and cancers.[40]
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 Transmission






	Average per act risk of getting HIV by exposure route to an infected source



	Exposure route
	Chance of infection



	Blood transfusion
	90%[41]




	Childbirth (to child)

	25%[42]




	Needle-sharing injection drug use
	0.67%[41]




	Percutaneous needle stick
	0.30%[43]




	Receptive anal intercourse*

	0.04–3.0%[44]




	Insertive anal intercourse*

	0.03%[45]




	Receptive penile-vaginal intercourse*

	0.05–0.30%[44][46]




	Insertive penile-vaginal intercourse*

	0.01–0.38%[44][46]




	Receptive oral intercourse*§

	0–0.04%[44]




	Insertive oral intercourse*§

	0–0.005%[47]




	
* assuming no condom use

§ source refers to oral intercourse

performed on a man




HIV is transmitted by three main routes: sexual contact[image: External link], significant exposure to infected body fluids or tissues, and from mother to child during pregnancy, delivery, or breastfeeding (known as vertical transmission[image: External link]).[13] There is no risk of acquiring HIV if exposed to feces[image: External link], nasal secretions, saliva, sputum[image: External link], sweat, tears, urine, or vomit unless these are contaminated with blood.[48] It is possible to be co-infected[image: External link] by more than one strain of HIV—a condition known as HIV superinfection[image: External link].[49]







OEBPS/Images/toc.png





OEBPS/cover.jpg
United Nations
Office on Drugs
and Crime

by Wikipedia contributors

e-Pedia





OEBPS/BookwireInBookPromotion/9788026857198.jpg





OEBPS/Images/external.png





OEBPS/BookwireInBookPromotion/9788026852117.jpg
Lewinsky
Scandal

by Wikipsdia contributors

e-Pedia





OEBPS/Images/previous.png





OEBPS/BookwireInBookPromotion/9788026859659.jpg





OEBPS/BookwireInBookPromotion/9788026857518.jpg
John F.
Kennedy

by Wikipsdia contributors

e-Pedia





OEBPS/BookwireInBookPromotion/9788026855729.jpg
Comparison of DNS
Blacklists

by Wikipsdia contributors

e-Pedia





OEBPS/Images/next.png





