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DEXTER


An old soul, feels stupid but is smart. Tired of adults, wants to be taken seriously. Hates being called a child.
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THOMAS


A super-smart chimpanzee who knows all the world's languages, chess, karate, judo – well, everything! He hates being called a monkey.
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MAX


A talkative, adventurous mouse. Tech-enthusiast and father of five who wants to see the world.
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MOTHER ELSA


She is an archaeologist, sometimes "lives" at the university and forgets about Dexter. Nice, but a bit confused. Bad at keeping time.
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MANUELA


Grandpa's housekeeper. Has many hidden talents and a great love for Princess Cake.
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REX


A kind Black Hat who switched to the Resistance Movement. He is in love with Maria. Lactose and gluten intolerant.
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OBELIX


Invisible German shepherd. Playful, loves sausages. Once devoured a six-pack of doughnuts, but never again! Became invisible when Grandpa was testing the invisibility belt.
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GRANDPA


Inventor, explorer, Nobel Prize laureate, and secret agent. Leader of the Resistance Movement.
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DR EAGLE


One of the leaders of the Resistance Movement. Doctor in Building Physics. Has designed and built the Eagle's Nest.
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SEAGULL


Grandpa's closest friend and head of the Eagle's Nest. One of the leaders of the Resistance Movement.
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VALLAX


One of the leaders of the Resistance Movement. Animal expert and researcher. Chess champion of Gabon.
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MARIA


Female former Black Hat who takes care of the White Hats and the Eagle's Nest kitchen. In love with Rex. Master chef with a hot temper.
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YAMOTO


Judo teacher at the Eagle's Nest. Speaks with a funny accent. Cannot say the letter r, it sounds like l or j instead. From Japan.
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SERGEI


Chess teacher at the Eagle's Nest. One of the best chess players in the world. From Russia. Hates losing.
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BARTOK


Music teacher at the Eagle's Nest. Loves her cello and violin. From Hungary.







[image: images]


DR PIPALUK


Veterinarian from Greenland who became a traveling doctor. Crazy about cinnamon buns. Refers to patients by animal names.
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THE WHITE HATS


Black Hats who were raised by the Resistance Movement and became good. Trained as special agents at the Eagle's Nest.
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THE SUPER SOLDIERS


Black Hats No. 1897 and 1950 who undergo a transformation through the "living metal mass". Become Kostroff's remote-controlled super soldiers who pursue Dexter.







[image: images]


UBU-TUTU


One of the world's leading researchers. Kostroff's right-hand man. Dreams of a castle in the space world.
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KOSTROFF


Leader of the New World. Wants to build a new space world with only smart people. Hates children and animals.
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THE BLACK HATS


Artificially created beings that Kostroff breeds underground. Have no names, only numbers. Trained as special agents. Must eat healthy food, which they hate. Crazy about doughnuts. Always carry a six-pack with them. Evil but good deep inside.
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NIKITA


Mischievous circus girl from Tenerife who loves performing in front of audiences. Incredibly strong, kind, and fond of animals. Hates obeying others.
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BARON


One-winged, fire-damaged parrot with a monotonous croak: "Power is mine!"
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ONSIGBAAR


African lion dog. Actually serves as a guard dog at South Africa's presidential palace. Gets thrown into the adventure due to Ubu-Tutu's experiments.
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BOZO


Greedy circus director in Tenerife. Keeps Nikita captive. Obsessed with money.
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MADAME CLOUSETTE


Powerful investor. Co-owner of Kostroff's diamond mines and a key figure in creating the New World.
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GENERAL RADON


One of Kostroff's closest men and henchmen. Often leads the Black Hats' special missions.
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HERR GRÜBER


One of Kostroff's principal sponsors. Yearns for power in the new space world.
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INVISO-24


Invisibility belt that makes you invisible for 24 hours. Contains a high-tech silver suit.
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(NOT NAMED YET)


Unnamed invention developed by Grandpa to dissolve unwanted objects (Lego pieces, peach stones, etc.) in small greedy dog stomachs using cold laser.
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VOLO-X


Jetpack that enables free flight up to 200 km/h.
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TRANQUILLISER GUN


An old classic within the Resistance Movement: the tranquilliser gun that you always carry with you. Perfect for sedating Black Hats.
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ASTA-100


Computer-controlled, heat-seeking mini-gun with tranquilliser darts. Puts all enemies to sleep at 100 meters distance.
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THE ROBOT FLYER


High-tech armour robot that moulds to the human body. Built-in jet engine and camera. Can fly at more than 800 km/h.
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ZERO-GRAVITY BRACELET


GPS-controlled bracelet that enables free floating in the air towards desired destination. Perfect for various types of transport.
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THE HOVERCRAFT


Low-flying, saucer-like aircraft made of light metal. Equipped with an extra magnetic field for salvaging heavy objects. Flies 550 km/h at lower altitudes. Maximum speed at higher altitudes is still unknown.
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ONE-WHEELED MOTORBIKE


Useful and appreciated invention at the Eagle's Nest that makes it possible to move quickly in inaccessible areas.
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SOUND CATCHER


One of Grandpa’s latest inventions. Point the remote control at the place you want to eavesdrop, put on the headphones, and wait for the sound to be captured.







[image: images]


TOWER ROCKET


Grandpa's and Torsten Blom's special build. The two-story attic storage can be launched as a five-engine flying tower. Maximum speed 500 km/h. Can become invisible when needed.
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MINI-FYERS


One of the Eagle's Nest's special vehicles. Can navigate the most uncomfortable places thanks to its minimal size and agility – mini-car and aircraft in one.
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MOBILO FLEX


Electric scooter that can transform into a standing airplane. Equipped with special sensors that prevent it from ever crashing. Named by Thomas.







[image: images]


AEROBLITZ


Grandpa's single-engine high-speed aircraft of the latest model, equipped with canard wings. Flies at 600 km per hour.
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THE SPECIAL BELT


Lightweight metal belt equipped with, among other things: laughing gas, tranquilliser gun, freeze spray, electric shock stick, mini laser pistol (which grandpa is skeptical about due to injury risk), ultra-strong rope, and super-thin speakers.
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THE MULTI-INSTRUMENT


Digital tablet that makes it possible to listen to and play all types of music. You select any instrument and play it with both hands. Equipped with ultra-powerful mini speakers.
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THE NOSE DISTORTER


Every spy's dream! Shapeable fake nose in the form of a small gel blob controlled by remote control for desired size. (NOTE – may feel a bit cold and sticky at first, but you get used to it.)
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THE NET GUN


Shoots out different types of nets: spider webs, bouncy ball nets, cargo nets for heavier objects, etc. (NOTE – follow the instructions carefully when using cargo nets!).
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THE KEY MAKER


Allows you to manufacture 10 keys of your choice. (NOTE! After this you must reload with more metal.) Hold the key maker against the lock. When it beeps, the key emerges from the bottom.
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THE TRANSLATION COLLAR


Makes it possible to speak and understand all the world's languages. Collar for outgoing and earpieces for incoming sound waves. Censors swear words with a "beep".
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THE SCOUT


Mini camera with super-advanced sound and image technology. Invaluable when you want to quickly survey your surroundings. The chain transforms into a camera tripod.
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AUTOMORPH


The resistance movement's special vehicle that can become a submarine, a car, and an airplane.
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PROLOGUE
**PREVIOUSLY**


WHEN GRANDPA CARL-GUSTAV OLSSON reveals his secret to Dexter, his whole world turns upside down. Grandpa isn’t just an inventor, Nobel Prize laureate and explorer – he’s also a secret agent and leader of the Resistance, fighting against Evan Kostroff – a malevolent man determined to destroy humanity and build a new space civilisation populated only by the intellectual elite.


To accelerate his plans, Kostroff attempts to steal Grandpa’s inventions, including the invisibility belt. He’s aided by the Black Hats, small malicious dwarves he breeds in the underground. In his quest to create the perfect New World, he has discovered a way to enhance human intelligence. During his experiments, he succeeds in teaching an ape to speak and think like a human.


The Black Hats capture Dexter and take him to Kostroff’s airship, where he meets Thomas, the talking chimpanzee who becomes his best friend. Together, they manage to escape the airship and flee Stockholm in Grandpa’s flying tower rocket.


One of the Black Hats defects to the Resistance. Dexter names him Rex, and he accompanies them to the Eagle’s Nest on Bear Island, where they meet Seagull, Vallax, Dr Eagle, Maria and the White Hats.


The White Hats are former Black Hats whom Grandpa and his friends rescued from Kostroff. They undergo special agent training at the Eagle’s Nest before being deployed to the front lines to combat Kostroff.


Dexter and Thomas immerse themselves in daily life at the Eagle’s Nest: chess matches, music sessions, judo training and self-guided university lectures. Rex falls in love with Maria, a former Black Hat who serves as the Eagle’s Nest’s head chef and kitchen supervisor.


Two Black Hats, known as 1897 and 1950, infiltrate the Eagle’s Nest and steal the blueprints for Grandpa’s invisibility belt.


Professor Ubu-Tutu immediately begins experimenting at Kostroff’s headquarters on Volcano Island, and succeeds in making himself invisible. A crisis erupts.


Dexter tries to convince Grandpa to let him join the fight against Kostroff, suggesting that he and Thomas travel to Africa to stop Ubu-Tutu – a journey that would also allow them to visit Thomas’s parents in Gabon.


Meanwhile, Dexter’s mum Elsa and Grandpa’s housekeeper Manuela set off for Svalbard, accompanied by Grandpa’s invisible German Shepherd Obelix, intent on bringing Dexter home.


Grandpa breaks his promise to Dexter and prevents him from leaving. Feeling betrayed, Dexter decides to run away with Thomas. At dawn, the two friends depart in Whale 1, a submarine designed to look like a blue whale, and their adventure begins …
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1. FLYING OVE


THE SEA LAY mirror-smooth and still, as peaceful as Dexter and Thomas sleeping soundly in the submarine’s comfortable beds.


Grandpa and Dr Eagle had spared no expense on comfort whilst building Whale 1.


“In combat, food and sleep are crucial. A hungry and tired soldier won’t last long …” Grandpa would say whenever the White Hats questioned why the beds in Whale 1 were so soft, and why there was such an abundance of tasty food.


Despite his own poor habits with sleep and food, Grandpa had invented a way to create healthy and nutritious gourmet meals from mere powder! (He sometimes lived on energy bars, fish crisps and protein shakes for weeks on end, claiming he “didn’t have time to eat”.)


Grandpa knew that good sleep and well-prepared food could work wonders for both health and mood, but, oddly enough, he never took his own advice. And that’s exactly how we humans can be: we know what’s right but still don’t do it – it is a mystery that finds its explanation in that worn-out and misused phrase “I haven’t got time”.


For the White Hats’ benefit, however, Grandpa had equipped Whale 1 with several appliances that looked rather like microwave ovens. You’d place the powder pouches on a special plate inside these devices, and, after just two minutes, you would have a perfectly grilled chicken, a lasagne or – yes, why not one of Grandpa’s favourite dishes – jambalaya!


Since Dexter and Thomas had escaped from the Eagle’s Nest and were technically unauthorised passengers aboard Whale 1, they hadn’t received any instructions on how things worked on the submarine. Therefore, they didn’t know how to operate the microwave ovens and had spent the entire morning frantically searching for breakfast, but to no avail. The only food they could find was those pouches.


Eventually, they became so hungry that they reluctantly poured themselves some powder, assuming it was some sort of protein supplement. They were ravenous after their night-time escape from Bear Island, and when you’re that hungry, you’ll eat almost anything.


“Gourm-Eat?” Thomas exclaimed as he read the packaging of the pink powder pouch Dexter had just emptied into his mouth.


“Yeah, it’s got everything you need to fill you up – vitamins and stuff. Grandpa knows all about that sort of thing,” Dexter replied, confidently.


“How does it taste?” asked Thomas, studying Dexter’s expression to gauge whether he liked it or not.


“Hmm, well– it’s all right, a bit crunchy, but once you’ve swallowed it, it tastes like chicken.”


“Yes, there’s something written here underneath, let me see …“ said Thomas, examining the pouch more closely. “Flying Jacob?”


“Yes, that’s it!” Dexter shouted, still munching away. “I can taste the banana and the peanuts! Mmmmm …”


“Banana?” Thomas exclaimed. “Did you say banana?”


Thomas immediately opened a pouch and poured the powder into his mouth without hesitation. Like most chimpanzees, he was mad about bananas.


“Mmmm, yes! Now I can taste the banana, but why is it called Flying Jacob?” Thomas wondered.


“Actually, it should be called Flying Ove, because the chap who invented the dish was a cargo pilot called Ove Jacobsson. Grandpa told me the story about him when we were cooking together. It’s easy to make Flying Jacob. Would you like to know how?”


Although Thomas didn’t show much interest, Dexter explained the preparation of the popular chicken dish, step by step.


“This is how you make Flying Jacob,” Dexter said, happy to be talking about something mundane for once:


1. “You fry pieces of chicken and put them in a baking dish (don’t forget salt and pepper).


2. Then you add fried bacon and sliced banana.


3. And last, but not least, mix cream and chilli sauce together and pour it over the chicken before it goes in the oven.


4. Then, after baking in the oven for 20 minutes at 225 degrees, just tuck in … oh, hang on:


5. You sprinkle salted peanuts on top before serving too!”


Dexter would never have believed cooking could be so simple, but Grandpa made everything seem easy. How will I manage without Grandpa? he thought, and immediately felt a knot in his stomach.


Suddenly, Thomas was on the floor clutching his stomach.


“What’s happened?” Dexter gasped.


“Ooow, ooow, ooow!” Thomas cried, rolling around on the floor. At that very moment, the same thing happened to Dexter, and soon they were both lying there, whimpering like newborn puppies.


Swallowing Grandpa’s Gourm-Eat powder caused severe stomach cramps and abdominal pain, brought on by the slowly expanding mass of powder.


One thing was certain: Dexter and Thomas would never eat anything from the submarine’s pantry again without first carefully investigating what it was. As Grandpa used to say: “You learn from your mistakes, and without making mistakes you learn nothing!”


This was a rather painful lesson for Dexter and Thomas, though, because it hurt terribly. Fortunately, the pain soon gave way to overwhelming tiredness and drowsiness. They barely managed to crawl into their submarine beds before they were overcome by a heavy and much-needed sleep.
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At the Eagle’s Nest, chaos reigned.


“We must fetch him! He can’t go to Africa alone in a submarine!” Elsa shouted.


“Calm down,” Manuela said in a desperate attempt to comfort her friend.


“I can help!” Rex said.


“Oh, my hero …”, Maria chirped. “Isn’t he marvellous?”


“Not now, Rex,” Dr Eagle sighed.


Grandpa seemed so lost in his own thoughts that he was unaware of what was going on.


“Psst, you need to take control of this now!” Seagull whispered.


“Yes … ahem,” said Grandpa. “There’s absolutely no danger. We have cameras throughout the submarine, so we can always see what’s happening. We have complete control from here!”


“What! But why didn’t you say so straight away?” Elsa exclaimed.


“For some reason, they haven’t switched on the main power yet, but as soon as they do, the cameras will activate,” Grandpa replied. “We’ll be in contact with them all the way to Volcano Island. Dexter and Thomas will get all the help they need.”


“Volcano Island? You mean he’s STILL going?” Elsa shouted. “No, we must bring him home immediately!”


“Did you bring the envelopes from the safety deposit box?” Grandpa asked.


“Ehhh, yes … yes …” Elsa replied distractedly and searched in her handbag. “Here you are,” she said, holding out the envelopes.
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At Volcano Island, Ubu-Tutu and Kostroff were quarrelling.


“You idiot!” Kostroff bellowed. “How long will it take before you understand that we must finish before the New Year?”


“I’m doing everything I can! But you can’t …” Ubu-Tutu whined.


“Yes, yes, ‘you can’t rush research’, blah, blah, blah,” Kostroff mocked. “I’ve heard that a thousand times now, I can’t take it anymore! Do you want to see your family again or not?” Suddenly, the underground laboratory fell silent. Water could even be heard dripping on the floor from the damp cave wall like the second hand of a clock.


For Ubu-Tutu, it was like a death knell. His invisible condition had sobered him up properly. On the one hand, he wanted to be reunited with his family – he couldn’t understand how he ever chose to give up his wife and children in exchange for money and power. On the other hand, he also wanted to succeed with the invisibility belt, because it was a matter of professional pride. And he wanted to be visible again, of course.


“Why does it have to be ready before the New Year?” Ubu-Tutu suddenly asked, ignoring Kostroff’s nasty remarks.


“What? Who are YOU to question my plans? I said the New Year, so the New Year it is!” Kostroff shouted, muttering through his tightly clenched lips and shaking his fists in the air. But Ubu-Tutu just sighed and said: “You might as well tell me everything! If we’re going to work together, we can’t have any secrets. Tell me why delivery before New Year is so crucial, otherwise …”


Kostroff boiled with rage and shouted: “Otherwise … WHAT? How dare you threaten me? You’re just a worthless slave and a miserable servant! If Madame Clousette doesn’t get her delivery …” Kostroff hissed, but stopped himself and slammed the door in Ubu-Tutu’s face.


“Madame who?” Ubu-Tutu interrupted, but Kostroff was already gone.
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“Ouuuch,” groaned Thomas, clutching his stomach, “I hate that flying villain …”


“What … what are you saying?” Dexter muttered, turning over in the soft and cosy bed. He really didn’t want to be woken up right now. It felt just like when you have to get up terribly early for school, when it’s still dark outside and you just want to snooze a bit longer … and a bit longer … The most annoying things are:


1. An alarm clock that keeps ringing at regular intervals.


2. When your mum comes into your room and pulls off your duvet.


3. Some particularly early-rising but disrespectful neighbour who starts drilling at precisely 7 a.m. when you’re having a lie-in, just because it’s allowed by the tenancy agreement (rules for the people living in the building).


Why would anyone start drilling so early in the morning and wake up all their neighbours? What hole in the wall is so important that it can’t wait until later?


But the reasoning became clearer when Dexter thought of Grandpa’s neighbour, Uncle Bengtsson, who used to deliberately wake his neighbours early in the morning. Grandpa said you could set your watch by Uncle Bengtsson’s morning walk. At 5 a.m. sharp, he would open his door and ride down in the lift, which rattled and squeaked so that it echoed throughout the building. Grandpa said everyone could hear every step Uncle Bengtsson took because it was otherwise so quiet in the stairwell. So, there were people who deliberately made life difficult for others.


When Dexter turned over in his bed again, he suddenly felt a sharp pain in his stomach.


“Ouuuch, oouuch!” he moaned and lay on his back.


“Oven, oven …” Thomas sighed and tried to get up, but couldn’t.


“What oven? Oooouch, oooooh …” Dexter continued to moan and looked around. Did we forget to turn off the oven?


“It’s that powder … the flying oven,” Thomas gasped, tossing and turning in bed.


“Aaaah, you mean Flying Ove,” Dexter said, wanting to laugh, but it hurt too much. “Yeah, you’re right … I don’t think you’re supposed to put that powder straight in your mouth.”


Dexter started to worry. He had heard about people at school who had had such bad stomach pains that they had to go to hospital for an operation. This was the last thing he wanted to think about right now. He was terrified of doctors with their masks and sharp knives.


Dexter pictured himself and Thomas being wheeled on separate stretchers into a large operating theatre, where there were nurses wearing green scrubs, masks and protective caps. Suddenly, the door to the theatre opened and in stepped a big, burly doctor with a scalpel in one hand, approaching with slow but determined steps. The closer he got, the more Dexter thought he recognised the nasty doctor. Suddenly, the doctor took off his mask and gave a resounding laugh that sent shivers down Dexter’s spine – it was Kostroff! And the nurses were all Black Hats! Now they, too, took off their masks and stood there laughing with Kostroff.


“Noooo!” Dexter shouted, gasping for breath. It was like having a nightmare while awake. “We’ve got to get hold of Grandpa and ask him what to do – before we die!”


“But what if he stops us? I must get to my parents!” Thomas objected.


“Yeah, yeah, but if we carry on like this, it’s doubtful we’ll even make it to Stockholm before we end up in hospital,” Dexter gasped, finally managing to stand up with one hand pressed firmly against his stomach. “I’ll go to the control room and try to get in touch with Grandpa! Maybe Pipaluk is there and can help us.”


“Stockholm?” Thomas exclaimed in surprise, but Dexter was already gone.
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In Stockholm, Dexter’s headteacher had raised the alarm, but neither Dexter’s classmates nor his teachers particularly missed him. They thought it was quite nice not having to deal with his annoying questions in class.


For each day that Dexter didn’t come to school, his mum, Elsa, was fined 200 kronor. The municipality threatened to impose a penalty of 25,000 kronor if Dexter didn’t return to school within three weeks. Elsa’s letterbox contained several large white envelopes from the school, and she had countless missed calls from the headteacher on her mobile phone.
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