

  




  [image: 001]




  



  



  [image: 001]



  

  




  

    FOREWORD

  




  

    K9 EXPERT EDUCATION

  




  

    If you have taken a Boxer into your home from a responsible breeder or a rescue group — or are planning to do so — congratulations! You have fallen in love with one of the most appealing characters in all of dogdom.

  




  

    The American Kennel Club breed standard describes the Boxer as combining strength and agility with elegance and style. He’ll remind you of the athletic jock you knew at school who managed to score touchdowns on the football field and straight As on his exams. With his heart of gold and easygoing attitude, he was living proof that nice guys can and do finish first, not last. That’s the Boxer. Big man on campus; totally cool and down-to-earth; and everyone’s likeable bud.
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    This breed exhibits curiosity and fearless courage, yet instinctively knows when to tread gently. He is especially patient around the young and the elderly. Many families have fond memories of their children learning to walk by leaning on a pet Boxer.

  




  

    As the breed standard states unequivocally, character and temperament define the Boxer. Meeting a Boxer for the first time, most people are struck by his dignity, confidence and alert bearing. In the show ring, he is a spirited performer, occasionally silly, but working as one with his human partner. He is animated but under control.

  




  

    In the words of the breed standard, the Boxer’s eyes mirror his moods. Combined with the wrinkling of his forehead, the Boxer possesses one of the most expressive faces you’ll ever encounter.

  




  

    The Boxer’s good looks are famous. His short, shiny tight coat hides nothing. This is a spit-and-polish breed when it comes to grooming. The Boxer requires an occasional brushing, along with regular ear cleaning and nail cutting. Wipe his facial wrinkles with a damp cloth to keep them clean.

  




  

    In the food department, the Boxer is generally considered an easykeeper — healthy with a good appetite.

  




  

    Early socialization and ongoing training are essential to channel the breed’s energy in a positive manner. Boxers are smart and adaptable, but you must provide them with a daily outlet for their exuberance. Cooped up and deprived of exercise, the Boxer can go stir crazy and is inventive in finding unacceptable ways to amuse himself.

  




  

    Whatever the task, this dog will be your enthusiastic sidekick. Boxers do slow down, eventually. However, they are in no hurry to grow up. They tend to be perpetual youngsters, greeting each new day with wonder. It’s difficult not to smile when you see a Boxer wagging his tail by wagging his entire back end. To appreciate a Boxer fully, you need energy and a sense of humor.

  




  

    Allan Reznik


    Editor-at-Large, DOG FANCY
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      With this Smart Owner’s Guide®, you are well on your way to getting your Boxer diploma.

    




    

      But your Boxer education doesn’t end here. You’re invited to join Club Boxer® (DogChannel.com/ Club-Boxer), a FREE online site with lots of fun and instructive online features like:



      

        

          • forums, blogs and profiles where you can connect with other Boxer owners

        




        

          • downloadable charts and checklists to help you be a smart and loving Boxer owner

        




        

          • access to Boxer-specific e-cards and wallpapers

        




        

          • interactive games

        




        

          • quizzes about dogs

        


      


    




    

      The Smart Owner’s Guide® series and Club Boxer® are backed by the experts at DOG FANCY® magazine and DogChannel.com — who have been providing trusted and up-to-date information about dogs and dog people for more than 40 years. Log on and join the club today!

    


  



  

  




  

    CHAPTER 1

  




  

    ALWAYS A CHAMP
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    The affable, people-oriented Boxer possesses a delightful but challenging overabundance of personality, which demands management and patience on the smart owner’s part. Exuberant, enthusiastic, active, independent, with a love for clowning, well-bred Boxers have temperaments well-suited for interactive pet owners with high-energy lives.

  




  

    Knowing the temperament traits of the Boxer and what they will mean to you as a potential Boxer companion are essential before bringing home that jowly mug on four (powerful) legs. To make it easy, we’ve listed the top Boxer characteristics.

  




  

    

  




  ROUND 1: EXUBERANCE UNLEASHED




  

    Ask any Boxer owner what Boxers are like and chances are you’ll hear the word “exuberant” mentioned at least once. “They can be pretty boisterous, and that gets on some people’s nerves,” says Virginia Zurflieh, a Boxer breeder in Tampa, Fla. “They aren’t hyper, but they are certainly enthusiastic.

  




  

    That natural enthusiasm can be a bonus in the show ring, where having an animated personality makes the Boxer stand out, but it can also be a deterrent in activities, such as competitive obedience. “They really are free spirits,” says Wendy Wallner, D.V.M., a Boxer breeder in Loganville, Ga. “Obedience competition can turn into a comedy act when a Boxer decides to take a break right in the middle of a recall [an obedience cue that you use to call the dog toward you] to roll in something that smells good in the middle of the ring, or take a detour to go visit interesting people sitting in the crowd. Then, they come back, do 

     what you said, and act like it was all part of the routine.”
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    This isn’t a mellow, couch-potato dog. Although Boxers are less active than some dogs, they do best with owners who appreciate and can accommodate their natural exuberance and zest for life.

  




  

    “Even though we spent a lot of time researching different breeds, we were not prepared for the exuberance of a Boxer. It has been an adjustment, but we love our Boxer dearly, and Sable really is such a good dog,” says Boxer owner Janet LaGasse from Nashville, Tenn. “But sometimes we think we should have named Sable ‘Rambunctious’ instead. Of course, she’s so cute that she gets away with things.”
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      Meet other Boxer owners just like you. On our Boxer forums, you can chat about your Boxer and ask other owners for advice on training, health issues and anything else about your favorite dog breed. Log onto DogChannel.com/Club-Boxer for details!

    



    




  

    

  




  ROUND 2: FOREVER YOUNG




  

    Boxers calm down once they reach adulthood (at around 3 years of age), but they never lose their playful spirit. “I have a 10-year-old Boxer who still acts like a puppy,” Wallner says. “Even in their old age, they are pretty active and stay a lot like puppies right to the end.” Boxer owners often laugh about what Wallner calls the “running fit.” “Louise gets so excited, she starts running amok, especially on the agility course, dashing through the tunnel a few extra times even though she hasn’t been asked to and racing in big circles; I can’t help laughing at her,” she says. “All I have to do is make a funny sound, and [all 10 of my Boxers] start running as fast as they can in big circles.”

  




  

    Sure, Boxers can be very well-behaved and in perfect control, but watch out for that merry twinkle in their eyes because if anyone proposes a game, a Boxer — no matter what his age — will be more than ready to play hard.

  




  

    

  




  ROUND 3: BUSY BODIES




  

    Boxers are athletic, high-energy dogs with lots of muscle to maintain. They are also intelligent and if you don’t keep those brains busy, you’ll have a bored buddy. In fact, mental stimulation may be even more important for Boxers than hours of physical exercise. “My Boxers are perfectly content to lie around the house,” Zurflieh says. “It’s simply a matter of devoting enough time, attention and training to them.”
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      According to the American Boxer breed standard, a written description of what an ideal breed should look like, a Boxer’s tail should be set high, docked and carried upward.

    


  




  

    Satisfy your brainy and brawny Boxer by getting involved in organized activities, such as agility and competitive obedience, or more casual pursuits, such as hiking, walking and mastering tricks. Agility in particular, is a Boxer favorite. Confident enough not to fear the equipment, they also have the strength and flexibility to fly through an agility course with impressive speed, style and grace.
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    Keep Boxers social and active from a young age.

  





  

    “Boxers love agility, and they do agility much better than obedience because it’s freer and it’s fun,” Wallner says. “It appeals to the fun side of them.”

  




  

    Boxers’ high energy and intelligence mean you must stay one step ahead of them, during activities and at home. Boxers are notorious for foiling your efforts to keep them under control. “I’ve had [Boxers] who could figure out any kind of latch for any crate or pen in no time. Sometimes they have the door open before you can turn around and walk away,” Wallner says. Boxers are good jumpers and may also escape from fenced yards if they are bored and see something fun to chase on the other side of the fence.

  




  

    

  




  ROUND 4: STIMULATION REQUIRED




  

    Because Boxers are strong, curious and need lots of stimulation, a bored Boxer can easily become destructive — especially in puppyhood. Roy, one of Zurflieh’s Boxers, shredded the door to the laundry room by peeling off the veneer, strip by strip, down to the plywood underneath. “Then he did it to my kitchen cabinets, but when I placed him in a home where he was the only dog and was doted on all the time, he became the most perfectly behaved dog with the most wonderful temperament,” Zurflieh says.

  




  

    Boxers must constantly be mentally engaged, so training in puppyhood is a must. “My advice is to take your Boxer to obedience class, and don’t think one class is going to be the end of the training,” Wallner says. “Training is ongoing. You can’t get a dog and never do anything with it and expect it to be perfect, to not chew things, to not misbehave, to not be destructive. You have to show them how to be good dogs.”
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    Boxers are very playful and need lots of exercise and stimulation.

  





  

    Their name may imply that they like to fight, but nothing could be farther from the truth. You could say that they are lovers, not fighters!
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    Boxer puppies start out small, but they grow into large dogs quickly! That doesn’t mean they mature fast, though.
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  ROUND 5: INDEPENDENCE




  

    Some dogs are clingy and needy — not the Boxer. “They don’t crave constant attention; they just want to know where you are,” Wallner says. “Boxers are independent and can amuse themselves for hours. They may follow you around the house, but they don’t have to be touching you all the time like some breeds.”

  




  

    Boxers’ independence is due in part to their heritage as working guard dogs, responsible for alerting their owners to the presence of intruders. That same independence means that they can be a challenge to train. “They are way too independent to fall all over themselves doing what you want,” Wallner says. “But, if you make it fun for them, they will learn so fast that it’s almost scary.”

  




  

    Within 24 hours of bringing her home, LaGasse taught Sable to ring a bell to go outside. “Every time I took her out, I would ring the bell, take her out, then give her a treat,” LaGasse says. “She figured out how to do it on her own in 24 hours. We think that’s pretty impressive.”

  




  

    

      NOTABLE & QUOTABLE

    




    

      Training the Boxer for competition requires much patience. Not because the dog can’t learn, but because she is such a natural clown. The Boxer loves playing to an audience and frequently hams it up at a trial.

    




    

      — Boxer breeder James Kilman from Grove City, Ohio

    



    




  

    

      Score Card

    




    

      The results are in, and here are five great reasons to love the Boxer.

    




    

      1. Creature comforts: For starters, Boxers can be cuddly. “Boxers love their comfort” says Craig Powell of Catonsville, Md., a member of the American Boxer Rescue Association. “They work best when in charge of the laws of gravity, making sure that the couch or bed stays firmly planted on the floor.” Ann Keil, a veteran Boxer breeder and handler from Tiffin, Ohio, agrees. “You’ve never seen 70 pounds make themselves smaller in your entire life,” she says. “They’re like giant suction cups.”

    




    

      2. Sensitive souls: These dogs can tune into the feelings of others. “They know what mood their owner is feeling and adjust their actions accordingly,” Powell says. “ There are many anecdotes of dogs who act happy when their owners are happy and dogs who act low-key when there is sadness or illness in the family.”
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      3. Jerk finders: Boxers have a keen sense of spotting a “bad boy.” “One of the things I like about the Boxer as a woman’s dog is that he is a very judgmental dog,” Keil a says, referring to the Boxer’s ability to detect a jerk when a woman is on a date.

    




    

      4. Loyal companions: “The dog is terribly loyal,” says Eleanor Linzerholm-Wood of Phoenix, Ariz., a historian with the American Boxer Club. “The Boxer would rather be with his close ones than anywhere else. His first loyalty is to the individuals who are part of his family.”

    




    

      5. Gentle critters: “The Boxer is a gentleman among dogs with short coats,” wrote Frau Sockmann in My Life With Boxers (Coward-McCawn, 1968). “He not only wants the best food; he wants to be handled in a civilized manner, too. He cannot stand a hard hand or injustice. His real job is to be a house and family dog and be a friend to the children.”

    



    




  

    

  




  ROUND 6: JUMPING FOR JOY




  

    Boxers may be independent, but when it comes to company, their curiosity and love of people get the best of them. Echo will sit nicely by Sue Anne Thompson of Iowa City, Iowa, when visitors drop by — that is until Thompson becomes distracted. Then, Echo will slyly inch toward the new person until she is standing on the visitor’s lap, face-toface with this interesting new human. A few kisses are usually in order, too. “She’s so well-behaved until someone new comes over,” Thompson says. “It’s the one thing I can’t seem to train out of her, that need to get right up on people.”

  




  

    “If only everyone could see the sweet, calm, well-behaved dog we see every day around the house,” sighs LaGasse when considering Sable’s boisterous energy. “But no, when company comes over, all she wants to do is jump. She just can’t help getting in your face.”

  




  

    

  




  ROUND 7: LOVE, EXCITING AND NEW




  

    Because Boxers are incredibly friendly, people-oriented and readily adapt to new situations, they are easy to place into new homes. A well-screened rescue Boxer is a great choice for people who don’t want to deal with puppyhood. “Boxers bond quickly to any new owner who treats them well,” Thompson says. “Some breeds bond to one person only, but these guys are great for families because they love everybody.” Of course, he who controls the kibble bag might have a slight edge.

  




  

    Because Boxers adjust to new situations so readily, they make excellent adoptees. Consider a well-screened adult Boxer from a breeder or responsible rescue group.

  




  

    

  




  ROUND 8: ANY FRIEND OF YOURS




  

    Boxers look intimidating, no doubt about it. Their size and natural tendency to bark an alert should scare away would-be intruders, but what if someone actually breaks into your house? Less territorial than some breeds, you can’t be guaranteed that your Boxer will do anything more than bark.

  




  

    “I like to refer to the Boxer as a sensible guard dog,” Zurflieh says. “A typical Boxer can differentiate between the guy who approaches your house with a lock pick and a screwdriver, and the neighborhood kid who wanders into your yard through the open gate. You don’t have to worry so much about a Boxer nailing your friends or neighbors if they approach your territory because they are so level-headed.”

  




  

    Some Boxers are likely to be friendly to everyone — intruder or not. “Sable may look pugnacious, but she loves everybody she meets,” LaGasse says.

  




  

    “I don’t know if any of my Boxers would protect me if it came to that,” says Wallner, who has seen rescued Boxers trained to be aggressive. “It really messes them up; Boxers are not attack dogs,” Wallner says.

  




  

    Any Boxer who behaves viciously or bites a human is not exhibiting a Boxer’s temperament. “That’s not a Boxer,” Zurflieh says. “Viciousness is not a trait you train out of Boxers; it should not be there to begin with. Being dog-aggressive is one thing, but Boxers know the difference between dogs and humans.”
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      Show your artistic side. Share photos, videos and artwork of your favorite breed on Club Boxer. You can also submit jokes, riddles and even poetry about Boxers. Browse through our various galleries and see the talent of fellow Boxer owners. Go to DogChannel.com/Club-Boxer and click on “Galleries” to get started.
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      NOTABLE & QUOTABLE

    




    

      A Boxer needs a lot of interaction with his owner or family along with a great deal of exercise. If ignored, this breed can be imaginatively destructive.

    




    

      — Lois Brooks, rescue coordinator from Delaware, Ohio 

      


  




  

    

  




  ROUND 9: WANNA MAKE SOMETHING OF IT?




  

    When it comes to other dogs, however — especially dogs of the same sex — Boxers are not so likely to get along without incident. Aggression seems to be most problematic between females, although unneutered males can also fight. “Once two Boxers have had an argument, it’s never over,” Thompson says. “They hold a grudge, and they will be enemies forever and can’t be trusted to be together.” Anyone who gets in the middle of a Boxer spat risks injury, not because Boxers would attack a person, but because they are so focused on besting their enemy.

  




  

    Sadie, one of Zurflieh’s Boxers, was a wonderful housepet, perfectly housetrained, trustworthy, loving and affectionate, but this show champion had to go to a new family. “I placed her in a pet home because she absolutely would not get along with the other dogs,” Zurflieh says. “In a house full of humans, though, she was the most wonderful housepet you could ever imagine.”

  




  

    Many breeders have had to place loving, well-behaved Boxers because they couldn’t live with other Boxers. “Witchie gets along with Raider and Tassell, but she hated Beanie with a passion, to the point where it was dangerous living with the two dogs, so I had to place Beanie,” Thompson says. “I keep her away from my two female puppies, Echo and Spice, because it could easily happen again.”

  




  

    Zurflieh’s Roy wouldn’t tolerate her champion male, necessitating his adoption. “I would never have placed him if he could get along with Max, but Max was my old boy,” Zurflieh says. “It’s something you have to consider.”

  




  

    “I would never, ever place a female Boxer in a home with another female,” Wallner says. “That’s no way for a pet to live. Sure, there are a few exceptions, but the problem may not surface for a few years, and what are you going to do when it does? It’s not worth the great risk.”

  




  

    Boxers also have a highly developed prey drive. Puppies can learn to get along with a family cat if raised together, but Boxers can’t be trusted around unknown cats, let alone squirrels, rabbits, birds, waterfowl, even deer. Thompson’s first Boxer, Pepper, once ate an entire goose. Zurflieh had a friend who suspected her Boxers were slowly picking off the ducks in her decorative pond. “Boxers aren’t the kind of dogs you have to muzzle while walking to and from the show ring, but put a bunch of them together and you’ve got a dog pack,” Zurflieh says.
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      Although traditionally not as popular as other breeds of working dogs, hundreds of Boxers served during World War I and II not only as guard and patrol dogs, but also as messenger dogs, a job that required negotiating mud-slickened, shell-shocked ground during heavy fire to carry messages between troops. The Boxer also transported communications wires, wearing a spool of wire that unwound as the dog ran between units on the battlefield.

    



    




  

    Not to say they aren’t loyal, but Boxers are easygoing and will love their owners — whoever that person is at the time.
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      Set at the highest points of the sides of the skull, a Boxer’s ears are customarily cropped, cut rather long and tapered and raised when alert. If uncropped, the ears should be of moderate size, thin, lying flat and close to the cheeks in repose, but falling forward with a definite crease when alert.

    


  




  

    

  




  ROUND 10: DON’T WORRY, BE HAPPY




  

    Best of all, Boxer owners say, Boxers are just plain happy dogs. “Boxers are always happy,” Wallner says.

  




  

    “I think they get their easygoing, nothingbugs-me temperament from the Bulldogs and Mastiffs originally used to create them,” Zurflieh theorizes. Their good-natured spirits can help to soften anyone’s wrath upon discovering a chewed shoe or a dinner stolen from the counter.

  




  

    Of course, that face helps too, adding a certain charm not only to the Boxer’s conformation but to the general impression of a Boxer’s personality. LaGasse admits that not everyone finds Boxers attractive, but to her they are the cutest dogs around. “She’s such a pretty little girl with her little turned-up nose, those big brown eyes,” says LaGasse of Sable.

  




  

    

  




  WINNER BY A KNOCKOUT!




  

    By now, you should have a pretty good idea whether a Boxer’s temperament will suit your own and your family’s temperament and lifestyle. If a Boxer sounds like he would be a perfect match for your family, then enjoy the journey ahead. It’s bound to be full of fun. If you’ve already brought home your Boxer puppy and found this information eye-opening, consider the benefits of a little extra work. LaGasse got more than she bargained for with Sable, but advises Boxer owners everywhere to work with their exuberant friends and accept them for who they are: “Sable may be a little more active than we expected,” she says. “She’s a high-energy, exuberant dog, but she is also delightful — so expressive and so loving. We love her cute face, the way she prances on those little white feet, the way she loves everyone unconditionally. You work it out, and it’s worth every minute.”
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      Boxers & Kids

    




    

      Sue Anne Thompson remembers the bare spot on the lawn where Pepper would spend hours playing with the little boy on the other side of the fence in Thompson’s Iowa City, Iowa, neighborhood. A similar worn spot on the little boy’s side of the fence was testament that the fun was mutual. One side of the fence was littered with children’s toys, the other with dog toys.

    




    

      Being perpetual puppies themselves, Boxers are naturally drawn to children and because they aren’t as territorial as some working dogs, they can be a good fit for families. “Boxers don’t pick favorites. They love everyone equally, and they just love to play with kids,” says Thompson, a Boxer breeder in North Liberty, Iowa.

    




    

      However, Boxers are strong, boisterous and enthusiastic. Small children could easily be knocked over or injured by a playful Boxer, especially a puppy still lacking in self-control. “Individuals of any breed can be extreme, but generally, Boxers are great with kids,” Thompson says. Of course, don’t expect your Boxer puppy to act like that calm, controlled 6-year-old Boxer you met at the dog park. Boxers require training and socialization to develop into friendly and sensible human companions. “Puppies especially are very active,” Thompson says
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      Sometimes, though, a Boxer may surprise you. Sable had never met a child before, but when the LaGasse family of Nashville, Tenn., took their Boxer puppy to the marina one after-noon, a woman spotted her and called her entire family over to see the dog. “They had a baby barely walking, probably just about 1 year old, and the first thing they did was set the baby down right in front of Sable, the last thing I would have done with a strange dog,” says Janice LaGasse.

    




    

      As soon as the active puppy saw the baby, she lowered herself to her belly. “She crawled over to that baby and licked her on the lower leg,” LaGasse says. “Somehow, she knew it was a baby and although she jumps on people in her exuberance all the time, she knew this was a person she couldn’t jump on. We were all amazed at how she knew that.”
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