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Chipping

C

ARVING

C

OMPACT

C

ARICATURES

:

Fun Projects for

Basswood Eggs:

Johnson

Learn how to turn a basswood egg into a great looking

caricature. 

Skylar teaches how to draw your design on the

egg, set in your reference cuts, carve in the detail and

then how paint your caricature carving. These

little compact caricatures are quick and

easy to do and make great gifts.

$12.95

US

$18.95

CAN

F

AN

C

ARVING

:

Sally and David Nye bring you all of

the European legends and customs of the Art of Fan

Carving. 

In addition to their easy-to-follow instruc-

tions, they offer help on finding and selecting the best

wood and how to work with green wood. Included are

full scale templates of 5 different birds!

71pp

$19.95

US

$28.95

CAN

plus shipping

I

NTERNATIONAL

2004 C

ARVER

’

S

C

ONFERENCE

COMMEMORATIVE KNIFE

Order your Limited Edition

knife while supplies last! 

Flexcut has added our Conference logo to their popular KN13

Detail Knife! 

Made with the same edge-holding steel as our their

standard Flexcut gouges and chisels, this knife is sure to

become one of your favorites. 

The comfortable handle permits 

long

periods of carving without hand fatigue. 

Get one as a “collectable” ...we plan

to introduce a new one each year for our Annual International Carver’s Conference

.

September 10, 11, & 12, 2004

Kitchener, Ontario 

~ 

9am to 6pm each day

16 of North America’s Top Carvers Presenting Seminars

all day long for 3 days ~ a total of 68 1-hour Seminars

at a cost of only $25.00 per day or $60.00 for all 3 days

PLUS

Carving Competition with over $4,500 in prizes

PLUS

Another $4,000 in Draws and Contest prizes

PLUS Teachers and Manufacturer 

Representatives Offering

FREE Indoor and Outdoor Demonstrations and Exhibits

see it all on-line at: www.chippingaway.com


SIGN UP TODAY!

25% SOLD OUT!

You must pre-register 

for seminars ~ and

space is limited!

Call Toll Free

1-888-682-9801

for brochure - or see

www.chippingaway.com

WE STOCK OVER 600 TITLES OF BOOKS

Place your orders by 

Toll Free Phone 1-888-682-9801

or from our website ... 

www.chippingaway.com

Chipping Away 

Inc.

808 Courtland Avenue East

Kitchener, Ontario 

N2C 1K3

Order Desk: 1-888-682-9801

Office/Technical: 1-519-743-9008

Fax: 1-519-578-6074

www.chippingaway.com

$18.50

US

$26.95

CAN

Plus Shipping
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Away

Do You Have Our Free

2003-04 CATALOG?

CALL NOW! 

Toll Free

1-888-682-9801

Ultimate Sharpener comes with:

*2 Trizact Grinding/Sharpening Belts

* 1 Heavy Duty Leather Belt

ONLY: 

$179.95

US

$239.95

CAD

Plus $15.00 shipping

Fantastic for all your

palm size tools ~ even

those pesky V-tools.

Polishing the “inside

edges is simply too

...just use the edge of

the leather belt. You

will love this machine!

Excellent 

for 

your 

standard size chisels

and gouges!

It’s easy

to rest the handle on

your bench to assure

the correct bevel is

being kept when grind-

ing or stropping.

Ultimate Sharpening Mac

Ultimate Sharpening Mac

hine

hine

“I have tested many power sharpeners over the years in all price ranges. 

Some machines

cost hundreds of dollars, some were homemade ~ but there are none that are easier to use

or do a better job at sharpening and stropping than our Ultimate Power Sharpener!” 

Pop

Great for knives!

The

belts run in front of a

backing plate which

means you get a true

flat surface on your

knives 

and 

chisels

without rounding the

edge over.

FEATURES

*1/4 hp USA Motor

*slow 1300 rpm 

pulley system helps

prevent burning

*runs safely in a

clockwise direction

*includes two 3M

Trizact belts 1” x 42”

*includes 9oz heavy

duty leather belt

*minimal assembly

Roger Schroeder writes: 

“I was

amazed at the finely sharpened

and honed edge I achieved.”

Foredom Woodcarving Kit #5240

$289.95

US

$379.95

CAN

Chipping Away

has a wide selection of wildfowl

eyes and cast pewter feet ...as well as cast

“toes only”! 

See our full listing on the Internet

complete with color photographs and an easy

to use shopping cart system. 

Our 160 page full

color catalog also shows you exactly what you

are getting. 

If you don’t already have your

Free Copy why not order one today ...either

email dennis@chippingaway.com or call Toll

Free 1-888-682-9801

Chipping Away

has two large, fully

equipped classrooms and offers classes in all

areas of woodcarving by some of the best teachers in

North America. 

We can even arrange for special

classes just for your carving club! 

Check out our class

rooms and class schedule on the Internet!

WeCheer Woodcarving Kit 

$174.95

US

$244.95

CAN
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Woodcarving and the use of associated equipment can potentially result 

in health hazards and injuries. 

While we cannot impose safety standards 

in every article, we do ask that you make safety your number one 

priority. 

Protect your respiratory system, hearing, vision and the rest of 

your body with the proper safety equipment and prudent precautions. 

Read 

manuals that are supplied with your tools. 

Be aware that most accidents 

occur when you are tired or distracted. 

And when in doubt, seek advice 

from professionals, on how to keep your tools sharp and maintained. 

I

n the world of woodcarving, a 

few folks have played pivotal 

roles in introducing the art 

and the craft to the masses. 

One of them is 

Wood Carving 

Illustrated

’s Woodcarver of the 

Year 2004, Rick Bütz. With his 

highly successful book 

How to 

Carve Wood

and his popular 

PBS series, Rick has made 

woodcarving accessible to tens of thousands. Editor-at-Large Roger 

Schroeder’s profile of Rick tells you more about this influential carver.

Bruce Burk has played a similar role in the specialized field of 

realistic wildfowl carving. His 

Gamebird Carving

is arguably the most 

authoritative text on teaching the art of turning wood into birds that 

look real enough to fly. Fox Chapel Publishing has re-packaged his 

two volumes of decorative decoy patterns and paint schedules for 

release this summer. On pages 92 and 93, you’ll find a ruddy duck 

pattern excerpted from the book, 

Decorative Decoy Carver’s Ultimate 

Painting and Pattern Portfolio, Series Two

. 

The willingness to share knowledge, as both Rick and Bruce have 

done on a large scale, is a trait common to woodcarvers. Would 

you like to share your skills but don’t know where to get started? If 

working with the younger generation appeals to you, this issue has 

the perfect project to help do just that. “Neckerchief Slides” starting 

on page 74 provides the patterns and steps useful for instructing your 

own or neighborhood children, grandkids, a youth or Scout group.

You probably don’t need convincing that carving is a rewarding 

hobby that can put some extra income in your pocket. But, if you 

give it a chance, it will connect you with a whole community of truly 

terrific people. 

While gathering the resources needed to reach out to would-be 

and active carvers, check out your 

TV program guide for one of 

Rick’s nearly 100 episodes that continue to be shown. Or, tune in 

to a new PBS show that will also spread the gospel of woodcarving. 

“Splendid Splinters: 

The Armand LaMontagne Story” begins airing this spring. Read about 

the documentary, featuring comments by Roger Schroeder, in News 

& Notes on page 10. 

And make sure you set aside time to watch this 

fascinating story.

Cathy Hart

PS—A special message for subscribers: 

You’ll notice that this issue 

was delivered to your mailbox in a plastic wrap. We’ve heard your 

concerns about damage to your magazine when it’s not wrapped, and 

promise to mail every issue in the protective plastic. 
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From our Mailbag

From our

MAILBAG

Write Us!

Let us know what’s on your mind. Please 

contact us by mail at: Mailbag, 

Wood Carving 

Illustrated

, 1970 Broad St., East Petersburg, 

PA 17520 or email us at 

editors@fox-


chapelpublishing.com.

If you send an email, please add the word 

Mailbag first in the subject line. Note: Let-

ters may be edited for clarity and length. 

Opinions expressed by our letter writers 

do not necessarily represent those of the 

staff and management at 

Wood Carving 

Illustrated

.

A Message from the 

Woodcraft Wildlife 

Contest Sponsors

Our recent Wildlife Carving Contest 

co-sponsored with Woodcraft

®

Stores 

involved some very delicate pieces. 

The winners were shipped from the 

local Woodcraft retailer to company 

headquarters in West Virginia; then 

to the Artistry in Wood Show in 

Dayton, Ohio; then to our offices in 

East Petersburg, Pennsylvania; and 

then finally back to the artist. Of the 

nearly 300 pieces that were part of the 

winning group, three sustained varying 

degrees of damage. For that, we offer 

our sincere apologies to the carvers.

While you can be certain that we 

will take every precaution possible 

with your prized artwork, damage can 

sometimes occur with such delicate 

pieces outside of our control. You’ll be 

notified immediately should it arrive 

at our facilities in less-than-perfect 

condition, giving you the option of 

filing a claim with your carrier. When 

we ship your carving back to you, we 

will package it with the utmost care 

to help ensure that it arrives safely. 

However, if you find that it had been 

damaged in transit, please notify us 

immediately so we can file a claim.

Thank you.

Alan Giagnocavo,

Publisher, Fox Chapel Publishing

Lori Mossor, 

Marketing Administration Manager, 

Woodcraft Corporation

Artistic Responsibility 

In Spring 2004, Issue 26, you 

published a letter from John Taye, 

of Boise, Idaho, in which Mr. Taye 

was rather tiffed at another carver for 

ripping off of another artist’s work—

Mr. Taye’s. He goes on to state “I don’t 

know how a person could shamelessly 

use and copy another artist’s work 

without giving credit where it is due.” 

Then he goes on to question the 

“integrity and honesty” of the deceased 

Mr. Johnson. 

To me it is the “artist’s” 

responsibility—Mr. Taye’s in this 

case—to stipulate to the magazine 

(

American Artist

) what permissions 

it has in printing his article and 

what permissions the reader has in 

duplicating any of the contents therein. 

I question whether Mr. Taye made 

any such stipulations that his work of 

art was not to be copied in any way, 

shape or form! Also, did Mr. 

Taye anywhere in his article 

display a copyright or patent 

pending statement? 

Mr. Taye goes on to chastise 

Mr. Johnson for copying his work 

“stroke for stroke”! I wonder 

if Mr. Johnson’s copying had 

something to do with the fact that 

the piece was in part a “step-by-step 

demonstration of the pie carving”! If 

Mr. Taye didn’t want the piece to be 

copied, then why would he give step-

by-step instructions on how to replicate 

it? Wasn’t it meant to be a learning 

experience for other carvers as they 

tried their hands at carving that “piece 

of pie”? It seems quite hypocritical of 

Mr. Taye to insinuate that Mr. Johnson 

was a thief and dishonest because he so 

accurately duplicated his piece! 

As a carver myself, I appreciate the 

hours and talent it takes to make a 

masterpiece. But I abhor the haughty 

and arrogant attitude of artists who 

put their work on public display, 

give a pattern, give tutorials, and 

then rebuke the carver who makes a 

masterful replication. If you want the 

publicity, take what comes along with 

it. Otherwise, clearly state your rights 

and privileges, so that everyone knows 

what your intentions are. 

Dave Robinson,

email

Set It Straight

I

ssue no. 26’s Wood Review on 

Sassafras featured a carved rose 

on page 85. Proper credit for the 

pattern was omitted. The pattern 

came from the book 

Carve a Rose

by John Hagensick. The book 

is available from L/C Publishing 

Company, 531 Thatcher Ave., River 

Forest, IL 60305, 708-366-6791. 
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A Story Made in Hollywood

Little did Editor-at-Large Roger 

Schroeder realize that a pair of old 

woodcarvings would lead to a story 

that seems more fiction than fact. 

While working with Upstate New 

York carver Ross Oar on a Santa bust 

project, Roger got to see a pair of 

carved musicians Ross had collected. 

Signed Erma Hoback and dated 

1940, the figures aroused Roger’s 

curiosity and he devoted his January 

2003 Editor’s World newsletter (at 

www.WoodCarvingIllustrated.

com

) to them with a request for 

more information. He suspected that 

this obviously talented carver, likely 

deceased, was prolific, and he hoped 

that learning Erma’s history would 

be easier than locating a needle 

in a skyscraper-size haystack. Six 

months later the leads started coming 

in. Before a year had passed since 

the appearance of that newsletter, 

Roger made contact with Erma’s 

son. Mary Crouch (her maiden name 

was Hoback), who stopped using 

her middle name Erma after she 

married, was a remarkable woman 

who carved miniature figures of 

Hollywood legends, lost her movie 

stuntman husband after 14 months of 

marriage, was a stand-in for a starlet, 

and raised a son single-handedly 

on money made from carving 

and a monthly but paltry death-

benefit check. It’s the stuff of studio 

screenwriters, and Roger is pleased to 

News &

NOTES

Editor-at-Large 

Roger Schroeder has 

rediscovered a highly 

talented but little 

known carver named 

Mary Hoback Crouch. 

A sample of her work 

is this tableau of 

stagecoach, horses 

and riders.

Editor-at-Large Roger Schroeder 

was years ahead of a recent 

documentary on Armand 

LaMontagne when he wrote 

about this Renaissance artist for 

WCI

’s Issue no. 3, Spring/Summer 

1998.

Armand’s 

Native 

American 

sculptures 

were featured 

in 

WCI

’s Issue 

no. 7, Summer/ 

Summer 1999.

share the whole story, plus photos of 

Mary’s work, in his March and April 

2004 newsletters. 

Editor-at-Large 

Participates in TV 

Documentary

When Roger Schroeder, 

WCI

’s 

Editor-at-Large, was asked to 

participate in a documentary on 

wood sculptor Armand LaMontagne, 

he couldn’t help but smirk to 

himself. He had already gotten the 

scoop on one of America’s premium 

Renaissance figures many times 

over. In fact, his cover story for 

WCI

’s Issue no. 3, Spring/Summer 

1998, featuring an uncanny likeness 

in wood of Babe Ruth, was devoted 

to the portraits Armand has sculpted 

over the last three decades.

Roger appears throughout 

“Splendid Splinters: 

The Armand 

LaMontagne Story,” offering 

commentary, anecdotes and insights 

on this larger-than-life artist. 

Check your local PBS station for 

the one-hour presentation. If you 

miss the program, VHS and DVD 

formats are available from 

www.

customflix.com

/ 888-232-0439.
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The carver’s arm has been around for centuries. European 

sculptors still employ the device to reposition figures as 

they are shaped. 

A downside to the arm is that it needs 

to be held securely in a vise. 

A new product, the Carving 

Vise, is now available that has all the elements of the 

original design plus integrated clamps. Carving has never 

been so hands free as with this tool.

Designed by Tim Rundall of 

The Woodchip Shop in 

Des Moines, Iowa, the Carving Vise has solid, 1 

1

⁄

2

”-thick 

maple components and sturdy locking knobs that allow 

for quick rotation of a carving through both horizontal 

and vertical planes. Two bar clamps secure the fixture to 

a workbench with a top up to 3” thick, and a substantial 

bench screw holds the carving in place.

If you want to make a modified version of the vise, you 

can purchase these components separately: the Adjustable 

Bench Arm, Bench Arm Holder with Clamps and the Bench 

Screw Kit. 

A rugged mounting plate is also available. 

The complete Carving Vise assembly is $69.95 plus 

shipping. To order, contact Tim Rundall at The Woodchip 

Shop, 515-283-2171, 

woodchipshop@mchsi.com

. 

For more products, check out his website,

www.woodchipshop.com

.

Product Review 

By the Staff at 

Wood Carving Illustrated

C

ARVING

V

ISE

Product

REVIEW
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Check Your Oil

Janet ran into a problem with the santos rosewood. 

Although the wood was easy to carve with power tools 

and took a fair amount of details, her varnish finish 

took days to dry. She attributes the problem to the oils 
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Al available from Sugar Pine Woodcarving
Supplies. Everything for the serious
woodcarver!

P.0. Box 859 + Lebanon, OR + 97355 e
www.sugarpinewoodcarving.com :
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A TRADITIONAL CARVING SHOP
WITH A REWARDING DIFFERENCE.

At Traditional \de\mrku, we
not only carry an
ion of top quality carving
we've madegetingthem

You'l also find the pr
rewarding with a good v
the names you know: Here's just a
small sample of our produ

* Great offer on a Fle
Power Carver Kit.
* A complete selection of
Cherries carving tools.
o Henry Taylor’s sculpture tog
and carving tool
o Burrsof alltypes, i

and rasps,
* Carver’s drawknife and adze.
« Natural Arkansas stones and
fils in all grad
* Mallets, tool-rolls and stro

i books and videos.

Experience the differenc
Come by foravi
wwwtraditionalwoodwo

orgive us a ring at
1-800-509-0081.

TRADITIONAL WWOODWORKER

Purveyor of Fine Tools for Disceming Craftsmen

www.traditionalwoodworker.com
Free shipping on all orders over $50 « Call 1.800.509.0081 for a free catalog
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Tools To Bring Your Vision To Reality
KING ARTHUR'S
TOOLS

MERLIN.

A WIZARD OF A TOOL!

8 Tooth
Saw Chain

Flat Profile
Tungsten Carbide on
Proxxon Grinder

100 Grit Flap Disc Sander

Silicon Carbide
Grinding Wheel

juminum

Alumir
Oxide Cut Off Wheel

MERLIN is the ultimate
miniature woodcarving set!
Includes long neck mini
grinder and five incredible
accessories in a molded case~
all you need to start and finish
projects in wood, glass, metal
and ceramics.

www.katools.com
800-942-1300 or 850-877-7650
This Wizard will do what other tools just can’t!


























