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In "Pillars of Society," Henrik Ibsen crafts a poignant critique of moral hypocrisy within 19th-century Norwegian society, exposing the discord between personal integrity and societal expectations. Through a rich tapestry of dialogue and complex character interactions, Ibsen employs realism to narrate the plight of several characters entangled in a web of deceit, ambition, and betrayal. Central to this exploration is the character of Bernick, whose facade of respectability masks a deep-seated moral crisis, set against the backdrop of industrial progress and the evolving social landscape. Henrik Ibsen, often referred to as the father of modern drama, drew from his own experiences within a society fraught with rigid social structures and ethical dilemmas. Born in Skien, Norway, his early life was marked by economic hardship, which shaped his keen understanding of human nature and social conflict. These influences permeated his work, infusing his plays with a critical perspective on the prescribed roles within society and the individual's quest for authenticity amidst oppressive norms. "Pillars of Society" is a must-read for those fascinated by the interplay of personal ethics and societal constraints. Ibsen's insights remain strikingly relevant today, rendering this work not just a historical artifact, but a powerful commentary on ongoing social dilemmas. Readers seeking a profound narrative that challenges societal conventions will find Ibsen's masterpiece both enlightening and provocatively engaging.
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In 'Geography and Plays,' Gertrude Stein presents a unique amalgamation of experimental prose and dramatic sketches that challenge conventional narrative forms. The collection defies traditional plotting and character development, instead embracing a fragmented, cyclical style that mirrors the disorienting landscapes of modernity. Steeped in the avant-garde spirit of the early 20th century, Stein's work reflects her fascination with the fluidity of identity and perception, capturing the essence of a rapidly changing world through her characteristic playfulness and rhythm. Gertrude Stein, a prominent expatriate from America residing in Paris, was deeply influenced by the artistic movements surrounding her, including Cubism and Fauvism. Her close relationships with notable artists and writers, such as Pablo Picasso and Ernest Hemingway, undoubtedly shaped her literary vision. Stein's own experiences of displacement and reinvention as a Jewish woman in a male-dominated literary world pushed her to explore innovative forms of expression, culminating in this influential collection that blurs the lines between genres. Readers are encouraged to engage with 'Geography and Plays' as a provocative exploration of language and identity. Stein's unconventional approach invites a fresh perspective on narrative and the subtleties of human experience, making this collection a crucial work for those interested in modernist literature and the evolution of artistic expression.
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In "The Stranger," August von Kotzebue crafts a compelling narrative that explores themes of alienation, identity, and the quest for belonging within an often inhospitable society. Written in a melodramatic style characteristic of early 19th-century Romanticism, the play delves into the complex emotional landscapes of its characters, highlighting the contrasts between societal norms and individual desires. Kotzebue's dialogue pulses with intensity, reflecting the burgeoning sentiment of the Enlightenment while navigating the turbulent currents of human experience, making the work both accessible and profoundly impactful within the German literary context of its time. August von Kotzebue was a prolific playwright and novelist whose works shaped the landscape of European theater. His diverse background, which included extensive travels across Europe and interactions with various cultures, undoubtedly informed his understanding of social dynamics and human relationships. Kotzebue's engagement with the zeitgeist of his era, particularly in his examination of the struggles faced by the marginalized, adds layers of depth to "The Stranger," positioning him as a critical voice in pre-Romantic literature. This work is highly recommended for readers interested in early modern drama and those seeking to understand the complexities of human interaction in a rapidly changing world. "The Stranger" not only entertains but also provokes thought, making it a timeless reflection on the nature of belonging and the human condition.
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In "Exiles," James Joyce crafts a poignant exploration of themes such as betrayal, love, and identity through the lens of a modernist play. The narrative revolves around the tumultuous relationship between Richard Rowan, a disillusioned writer wrestling with his reflections on fidelity and emotional honesty, and his wife, Beatrice. Joyce's distinctively intricate use of language and dialogue creates a psychologically charged atmosphere, allowing the audience to delve into the inner workings of its characters who grapple with their desires and societal expectations, set against the backdrop of early 20th-century Dublin. James Joyce, renowned for his revolutionary contributions to literature, particularly in works like "Ulysses" and "A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man," penned "Exiles" during a transitional period in his life, revealing his personal struggles with exile, belonging, and artistic integrity. Joyce's own experiences of living abroad and his complex relationships informed the play, making it a rich, semi-autobiographical reflection on his pursuit of truth and artistic freedom. This compelling play is highly recommended not only for its innovative structure and deep psychological insight but also for its exploration of universal human experiences that resonate across time. Readers seeking to uncover the intricate tapestry of Joyce's thoughts on love and exile will find "Exiles" both intellectually stimulating and emotionally resonant.
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In "Six Short Plays," John Galsworthy presents a collection of keenly observed vignettes that explore the complexities of human relationships and societal norms in early 20th-century England. Employing a masterful blend of realism and irony, Galsworthy's plays delve into themes of justice, morality, and the intricacies of family dynamics, all while highlighting the nuances of class distinction. His sharp dialogue and penetrating character studies reflect a profound understanding of the human psyche, drawing readers into a world that is both specific and universally resonant in its exploration of personal and social conflicts. John Galsworthy, known for his richly textured narratives and his role as a leading figure in the literary response to the changing social landscape of his time, was influenced by his own experiences in the upper-middle class and the legal profession. His background provided him with unique insights into both societal expectations and individual desires, likely informing the thematic richness of these plays. Galsworthy's dedication to addressing social issues through artistic expression earned him the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1932, marking him as a significant voice in modern drama. "Six Short Plays" is a recommended read for anyone interested in the intersection of drama and social commentary. Galsworthy's ability to provoke thought while entertaining makes this collection essential for scholars and enthusiasts of theater alike. Each play serves not only as a mirror reflecting its time but also as a timeless examination of humanity, making it a profound addition to any literary collection.

Buy now and read (Advertising)





    Henrik Ibsen
  


  Ghosts


  A Domestic Tragedy in Three Acts


 



  
    EAN 8596547169352
  



 
    DigiCat, 2022

	Contact: DigiCat@okpublishing.info
    
  








[image: ]




A Domestic Tragedy in Three Acts


Table of Contents






by


Table of Contents



Henrik Ibsen


Table of Contents








Translated by R. Farquharson Sharp


Table of Contents










DRAMATIS PERSONAE

Mrs. Alving (a widow).

Oswald Alving (her son, an artist).

Manders (the Pastor of the parish).

Engstrand (a carpenter).

Regina Engstrand (his daughter, in Mrs Alving's service).


(The action takes place at Mrs Alving's house on one of the larger fjords of Western Norway.)
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(SCENE.—A large room looking upon a garden door in the left-hand wall, and two in the right. In the middle of the room, a round table with chairs set about it, and books, magazines and newspapers upon it. In the foreground on the left, a window, by which is a small sofa with a work-table in front of it. At the back the room opens into a conservatory rather smaller than the room. From the right-hand side of this, a door leads to the garden. Through the large panes of glass that form the outer wall of the conservatory, a gloomy fjord landscape can be discerned, half-obscured by steady rain.
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