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For ‘The Leckhampton Stalwarts’
and all those who fight for the land






Leckhampton Hill, 1902
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“Don’t steal the goose from the common, or you will get jail, but steal the common from the goose, and you will be let off without a stain on your character”


– William Sparrow, 1902





Voices found on the hill



loads of mad quarry bits            up by Devil’s Chimney


     a fabulous limestone outcrop               overlooking Cheltenham


easy dirt tracks          technical climbs              swooping singletrack


             Yellowhammers  Bullfinches  Linnets  Goldcrests


charged on remand      with breaking      destroying a fence


to the amount        of 10/-       property of the Quarries Company


                                   purchased by Mr H.J. Dale


       Common Rock Rose   Wild Thyme   Autumn Gentian   Orchid


limestone clay spackled face paint     the whoops coming back down


               Foxes  Shrews  Hedgehogs  Moles  Bats and Badgers.


the cliffs in the quarry are choss              top outs are bad


          it was determined           by a large body of men


 that Cratchley’s                           cottage must be removed


exposure of the whole          Lower Inferior Oolite formation


        one outcrop area         we further give you notice


                           warn you and your servants


Chiffchaffs  Willow Warblers  Grasshopper Warblers and Tree Pipits


a boxing competition     between Charlton  and Leckhampton men


        head over to Seven Springs                down that spooky valley


          range through oncolites  sandy limestones and oolites


Wood Mice  Field Voles  Grey Squirrels  Rabbits and Roe and Muntjac


              good paths to this promontory Iron Age hill fort


a Trig Surface Block        music and dancing         play my harp


                            on the hill on Good Friday


Slow Worms  Common Lizards Adders   Buzzard Sparrowhawk Kestrel





Landslip



I wake in fog, my long bones feeling stone in their marrow      water-laden air collects on rock and leaf, shines lichen to glow and glisten            an unseen moon reflects from droplets   slides down the slopes       a light that hides     trees after years of growing erect   bend and melt  invisible        this bowl in the wood has been my place for so long     now strange to me    I stand in an opaque globe        snatches of sound pierce the veil     near then far     clear then muffled    a child laughs    a wooden ball thuds    fierce men shout      a fiddle plays     my torch is baffled by reflection     only shivers of movement disturb the mist    a half-seen shadow might be a huddle of women  or a bramble    time and fog merge into blindness  I turn around    brittle leaves crumbling  under my feet     I can smell herbs   lemons     farther up the hill harp notes weave and drop like first hints of rain       a dog barks    runs by me  disappears        a chain released
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