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In "Billy and the Big Stick," Richard Harding Davis employs a lively narrative style imbued with humor and vibrant imagery to explore themes of childhood adventure and moral growth. Set against the backdrop of early 20th-century America, the story follows the young protagonist, Billy, as he embarks on a series of escapades that reflect both the innocence of youth and the burgeoning national identity of the United States. The book is enriched by Davis's keen observations of social dynamics and the role of masculinity during this transformative period, providing a delightful contrast to the more subdued themes prevalent in contemporary children's literature. Richard Harding Davis, an influential journalist and fiction writer of his time, drew inspiration from his own experiences and the societal shifts around him. His background in covering international affairs and his keen interest in heroism and adventure undoubtedly informed his portrayal of Billy's character and his journey. The author'Äôs deep understanding of both the nuances of gender roles and the zeitgeist of his era makes this work resonate with readers, transcending generations. "Billy and the Big Stick" is a captivating read, ideal for both young readers and adults who cherish the magic and moral lessons of childhood tales. Its blend of humor, adventure, and deeper reflection invites readers to engage with the timeless themes of courage and self-discovery, making it a valuable addition to any literary collection.
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In "Dick Sand: A Captain at Fifteen," Jules Verne masterfully combines elements of adventure and education within the framework of a classic maritime narrative. The story follows the young protagonist, Dick Sand, who, despite his tender age, finds himself in the position of leadership on a whaling ship. Verne employs a vivid, descriptive literary style that transports readers to exotic locales, showcasing his trademark attention to scientific detail and natural history, which is a hallmark of 19th-century literature. This novel also serves as an exploration of themes such as bravery, moral responsibility, and the transition from boyhood to manhood, contributing to its lasting relevance in children'Äôs and young adult literature. Jules Verne (1828-1905), a pioneer of science fiction, was profoundly influenced by the advancements of the Industrial Revolution and the era's fascination with exploration. His own adventurous spirit and deep-seated curiosity about technology and the natural world inspired him to pen stories that pushed the boundaries of human endeavor. "Dick Sand" reflects Verne's commitment to instilling values of courage and resilience in youth, likely stemming from his belief in the potential of young minds. This compelling tale is highly recommended for readers of all ages seeking a rich narrative that combines thrilling adventure with profound life lessons. Verne's engaging storytelling ensures that both young readers and adults enjoy an exploration of courage and responsibility, making "Dick Sand: A Captain at Fifteen" a timeless addition to any literary collection.
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In "Young Lion of the Woods," Thomas Barlow Smith crafts an evocative narrative centered around the tumultuous journey of a young protagonist navigating the complexities of identity, nature, and belonging. The book is rich in vivid imagery and employs a lyrical style that immerses the reader in the lush landscapes of the wilderness. Set against the backdrop of an encroaching industrial age, the novel grapples with themes of environmental degradation, the loss of innocence, and the struggle for individuality, drawing on a rich tradition of American naturalism and coming-of-age literature. Thomas Barlow Smith, an avid outdoorsman with a deep appreciation for the natural world, infuses his writing with personal experiences that underline his themes. Smith'Äôs background in environmental studies and his passion for conservation undoubtedly shaped the narrative, as he weaves intricate details of the flora and fauna into the storyline, making the setting almost a character in itself. His previous works, marked by a keen sense of social justice, further reflect his commitment to addressing contemporary issues that resonate with readers today. This book is a compelling read for those who cherish gripping narratives that intertwine personal growth with a profound connection to nature. Smith'Äôs mastery of language and his ability to evoke profound emotions will resonate with readers of all ages, making "Young Lion of the Woods" a poignant, reflective, and transformative experience.
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In 'Don Sturdy on the Desert of Mystery,' Edward Stratemeyer crafts an exhilarating tale imbued with adventure and discovery, centering on the intrepid character of Don Sturdy. The novel showcases Stratemeyer'Äôs signature narrative style, characterized by vivid descriptions and brisk pacing that effectively engages young readers. Set against the backdrop of the enigmatic deserts, the story unfolds with a series of thrilling escapades, reflecting the early 20th century's fascination with exploration and the exotic, aptly capturing the spirit of adventure literature in the context of its time. Edward Stratemeyer, a prolific author and the mastermind behind the beloved 'Stratemeyer Syndicate,' had a profound understanding of young readers' tastes and interests, which undoubtedly influenced the writing of this book. His background as an avid reader and storyteller led him to create captivating narratives filled with relatable characters. Stratemeyer's ownership of the adventure genre'Äîencompassing everything from mystery to exploration'Äîarguably shaped the legacy of juvenile literature during the early twentieth century, making his themes resonate with generations of readers. Readers seeking an engaging adventure story laced with elements of suspense and discovery will find 'Don Sturdy on the Desert of Mystery' a delightful addition to their literary collection. Whether for educational purposes or sheer enjoyment, this novel is a testament to Stratemeyer'Äôs enduring impact on young adult literature and a perfect introduction to the genre'Äôs exhilarating landscapes.
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In "Captains Courageous," Rudyard Kipling crafts a compelling narrative that delves into themes of adventure, maturity, and the transformative power of experience. Set against the backdrop of the fishing industry off the coast of New England, the novel utilizes a vivid, descriptive style intertwined with Kipling's hallmark attention to dialogue and character. The story follows the journey of young Harvey Cheyne, a spoiled boy who, after being rescued from the sea, learns invaluable lessons from the fishermen aboard the fishing trawler, the We're Here. The literary context of the book situates it within the late Victorian and early Edwardian eras, addressing the complexities of class and resilience in the face of nature's challenges. Rudyard Kipling, a Nobel Prize-winning author, is renowned for his keen insights into the human condition and his vivid portrayals of colonial and maritime life. Growing up in India and later becoming immersed in British society, Kipling's diverse experiences greatly influenced his worldview and storytelling. His work often reflects a fascination with the adventure of life, culture, and the rite of passage, all of which culminate brilliantly in "Captains Courageous." This timeless tale is a must-read for those seeking rich character development and profound life lessons. Kipling'Äôs nuanced approach to the coming-of-age narrative engages readers of all ages, urging them to reflect on their own journeys of self-discovery. Whether you are drawn to themes of adventure, personal growth, or maritime lore, "Captains Courageous" offers a richly woven tapestry of experiences that resonate deeply with the human spirit.

Start Reading Now! (Ad)





Rudyard Kipling


"Captains Courageous"



Enriched edition. A Story of the Grand Banks

In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience.

[image: ]

Introduction, Studies and Commentaries by Desmond Everly

Edited and published by Good Press, 2019


goodpress@okpublishing.info



    EAN 4057664156372
  



Introduction




Table of Contents




    A boy falls from gilded ease into the cold Atlantic and rises, remade, by the hard grace of the sea. That vivid descent and reawakening frames Rudyard Kipling’s Captains Courageous, a tale in which privilege collides with peril, and maturation is earned by labor rather than inheritance. Published in the final years of the nineteenth century, the novel converts a simple premise into an examination of character: how adversity, routine work, and fellowship reshape a complacent youth. The sea becomes both setting and teacher, demanding attention, humility, and endurance. From this elemental encounter flows a narrative at once adventurous and ethically charged.

Captains Courageous is by Rudyard Kipling, a British writer who would later receive the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1907. First published in 1897, it belongs to the late Victorian period and reflects Kipling’s transatlantic perspective during years spent in North America. The story begins when a wealthy teenager is swept overboard from an ocean liner and is taken aboard a New England fishing schooner on the Grand Banks. Required to earn his keep, he confronts the realities of labor at sea. Without revealing its course, the book charts his education of the hands and the heart, grounded in discipline, craft, and community.

The novel stands as a classic because it achieves that rare union of narrative vigor and moral clarity without sermonizing. Kipling animates a working world—grand in risk and ordinary in routine—with precision and respect, inviting readers to feel the pull of lines, the sting of salt, and the camaraderie of shared toil. Its enduring appeal lies in the universality of its apprenticeship: an immature self tested against an exacting environment. In the lineage of sea literature, it converses with earlier and later explorations of ocean life and human growth, securing a place alongside celebrated maritime narratives studied for their craft and insight.

Written at a time when sail-powered fishing schooners still ventured yearly to the Grand Banks, the book captures a vanishing maritime economy with notable care. The setting is not a mere backdrop but a functioning system—crews, dories, gear, weather, markets—within which every choice has consequence. Kipling’s attention to process conveys the dignity of work and the rhythm of a trade shaped by season and tide. Scenes of fog, sudden squalls, and long, methodical labor convey a reality that feels lived rather than imagined. These details give the novel a documentary vividness that has helped it outlast its moment and speak across generations.

Kipling’s purpose is not to glorify danger for its own sake, but to present the sea as a stern yet impartial examiner of character. He stages a conflict between comfort and competence, showing how skill, responsibility, and mutual reliance displace entitlement. The author’s fascination with apprenticeship—central to much of his writing—guides the narrative: the boy learns by doing, observing, and failing, in a community that measures value by contribution rather than pedigree. The novel advocates a practical ethic: knowledge earned under pressure, respect earned by service, and identity formed in the steady test of shared work.

The themes are clear and resonant: coming of age through useful labor; the formation of character under exacting conditions; class encounter and the recalibration of status; the creation of belonging by effort rather than birth. The sea embodies uncertainty and order at once—dangerous, yet governed by rules and craft. Courage here is not grandstanding, but the repetition of competent acts in bad weather. Friendship is likewise modest and durable, formed in watch rotations, repairs, and meals. Through these motifs, the novel invites reflection on what it means to be trustworthy, to take instruction, and to accept limits while discovering individual capability.

Kipling’s narrative technique favors brisk movement, sensory detail, and dialogue that conveys the cadence of working voices. Nautical terms and procedures are presented with context, allowing readers unfamiliar with seafaring to follow the action without strain. Characters are drawn with economical strokes—gestures, responsibilities, and patterns of speech—so that personality emerges from habit. The effect is an ensemble portrait: not a solitary hero but a crew whose interdependence structures the story. This method keeps the novel grounded in action while permitting moments of reflection, letting the moral dimension arise from circumstance rather than authorial intrusion.

Historically, the book looks outward from the Gilded Age, contrasting industrial wealth with manual livelihoods that predate and outlast market cycles. It records a working Atlantic world centered around Gloucester and the Grand Banks, where risk, profit, and loss are not abstractions but weather and weight on a line. As a British author attentive to American life, Kipling renders a community he regards with curiosity and respect, noting its codes without reducing them to stereotype. The result is a cross-cultural document as well as a story: an outsider’s close study that treats American maritime labor as worthy of literary seriousness.

Captains Courageous has influenced later depictions of apprenticeship and sea work, and it remains a touchstone in discussions of maritime realism and the coming-of-age novel. Its scenes and situations have been adapted for other media, attesting to the story’s durable shape and emotional clarity. Writers and educators have returned to it for its straightforward prose, strong sense of place, and vivid presentation of craft. Even as nautical technology and fisheries have changed, the book’s emphasis on competence, responsibility, and earned respect continues to model a narrative pathway that many subsequent works of adventure and education have followed.

Part of the novel’s longevity stems from the balance it strikes between romance and report. There is momentum—the lure of storms and landfalls—but also patience, in checklists, repairs, and periods of enforced waiting. Humor and understatement temper the hazards, making courage seem accessible rather than grandiose. The prose is clean and rhythmic, constructed to be seen, heard, and felt. This combination invites readers who seek both experience and reflection, and it has given the book a classroom life without robbing it of immediacy. Its craft encourages rereading: details overlooked in excitement become instructive on return.

For contemporary readers, the book’s concerns remain pointed. It asks how privilege becomes maturity, how communities integrate outsiders, and how shared work can reorder values. In an era still wrestling with inequality, mentorship, and the meaning of resilience, its portrayal of earned belonging feels timely. The sea may be less central to daily life now, but uncertainty is not, and the practices it celebrates—attention, steadiness, mutual aid—are widely transferable. Its respect for skilled labor also counters the tendency to overlook forms of expertise that do not announce themselves with credentials, foregrounding dignity in competence.

Captains Courageous endures because it offers a bracing narrative of transformation anchored in observable life. It invites readers into a world where character is tested and proven by work done with others, under conditions that permit no pretense. The main ideas—growth through discipline, humility before a larger order, friendship forged in effort—are presented with clarity and sympathy. Without spoiling its course, one can say the voyage matters for what it makes possible within the self. That is why the book remains engaging: it turns the sea’s harshness into a humane education, and its dangers into a durable sense of purpose.
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    On a transatlantic crossing at the height of the steamship era, Harvey Cheyne Jr., the indulged teenage son of a railroad magnate, revels in his status and freedom. A moment of carelessness in heavy weather sends him over a rail into the cold Atlantic. The liner steams on, unaware, leaving him alone in fog and swell. In that instant, the world of servants, tutors, and easy privilege vanishes. The opening establishes the contrast between luxury travel and the working ocean, and positions Harvey at the brink of a hard education that will unfold far from the familiar safeguards of wealth.

He is hauled aboard a Gloucester fishing schooner, the We're Here, commanded by Disko Troop, whose crew is midseason on the Grand Banks. Harvey's claims of riches win little credit in a world that values proof and labor. The fishermen cannot break off their voyage, so he is told he must earn his passage. The shipboard hierarchy is clear, the rules direct, and the schedule unrelenting. Among the crew are Disko's son, Dan, a Portuguese hand, a former man-of-war's man, and other seasoned Banksmen. Their competence and economy of speech frame the unfamiliar discipline Harvey must now accept.

At first he struggles with seasickness, fatigue, and the blunt humor of men who have little time for airs. Tasks begin at dawn and cycle through baiting trawls, hauling lines, dressing and splitting fish, and washing down the decks. He learns knots, splices, and the swing of a handline under his palms. Dan, near his own age, helps translate the crew's terse instructions and unwritten code. Bit by bit, the green passenger becomes a beginner seaman. Small signs of progress—keeping the wheel steady, coiling down a line correctly, stowing gear without waste—mark the first turns of his transformation.

The routine of Banks fishing unfolds in detail. Dories are lowered and crewmen pair off, rowing out into fog and tide to set and haul trawls. Bells and horns cut the white silence as the schooner keeps station. In clearer spells, Harvey sees a wide fleet: rival schooners, familiar flags, and a floating market of news and barter. The captain chooses grounds, reads weather, and trims canvas with austere precision. Below, fish are salted and stowed. Above, the watch keeps its ebb and flow. The boy begins to understand how skill, thrift, and timing combine to make a voyage pay.

Weather tightens, and the dangers of the trade come into sharp relief. Fogs thicken, gales rise, and the sea shows how quickly routine becomes risk. A near miss, a long search through gray seas, and a solemn moment remind the crew why discipline and caution rule their craft. Harvey, inside a small dory and on deck in bad light, meets fear and responsibility without the cushions he once knew. The schooner's teamwork, from captain to cook, steadies him. The episode underscores that every catch is earned against hazard, and that loss is part of the arithmetic of the Banks.

Calmer days return, and the season drives on. Harvey takes the wheel by night under orders, rows and hauls with surer hands, and earns his place at the table. He begins to think in the ship's terms—of weights, weather, and work done rightly the first time. Pay is accounted with the same fairness as rebuke. He buys small things from his wages, shares jokes, and listens to stories of ports, storms, and narrow channels. The clamor of his earlier boasts fades. Quietly, the bond with Dan and respect for Disko's exacting methods deepen into steady loyalty and pride.

Ashore, the sudden disappearance of a prominent man's son triggers a wide search. Telegraphs hum, shipowners are questioned, and rewards are offered along the eastern seaboard. The contrast between Pullman cars, hotels, and private secretaries and the sparse life of the Banks sharpens the story's central tension. Harvey's parents travel and wait, measuring hope against time and rumor. Their network covers liners and fishing ports alike, yet the sea's distances resist tidy solutions. This parallel thread keeps the stakes clear and maintains pace while the schooner works her grounds well beyond the easy reach of harbors and headlines.

As the catch fills out and the season bends toward its end, the We're Here heads for port with her hold salted down. Harbor smells replace brine, and the wharves crowd with buyers, barrels, and curious onlookers. Settlement day counts fish, gear, and wages with ledgers and chalk. In this bustle, messages cross, names are matched, and meetings long deferred finally take place. The tone remains unsentimental: work concluded, accounts straight, and decisions weighed with self-respect. Two very different worlds face one another across a gangplank, and the results affirm the value earned aboard as much as the relief ashore.

The closing movement consolidates the novel's themes without departing from its plain realism. A spoiled passenger becomes a worker among workers; hierarchy is reset by competence and character; and the sea is shown as teacher, judge, and livelihood. Kipling's narrative emphasizes community discipline, interdependence, and the dignity of practical skill in a demanding environment. The book's message centers on responsibility learned through service and risk, set against a vivid portrait of American fishing culture. By aligning the boy's growth with the schooner's season, the story offers a clear arc from accident to assurance, and leaves a durable sense of earned maturity.
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    Rudyard Kipling set Captains Courageous in the late nineteenth century North Atlantic, primarily on the Grand Banks off Newfoundland and in the New England fishing port of Gloucester, Massachusetts. The Banks—vast, shallow submarine plateaus 300–600 miles offshore—were then among the world’s richest cod grounds, shrouded in fog where the Labrador Current met the Gulf Stream. The novel’s schooner, We’re Here, and its dories operate within this environment, navigating by compass, lead line, and experience rather than radio or reliable charts of shoals. Seasonal voyages ran from spring through autumn, and landfall tied the fleet to Gloucester’s wharves, salting sheds, and fish merchants.

The time of the novel corresponds roughly to the 1890s, when the Gloucester fleet still sailed wooden, gaff-rigged schooners crewed by Yankees, Portuguese, Nova Scotians, and Scandinavians. Gloucester itself thrived as a specialized maritime economy, launching and servicing hundreds of vessels and employing thousands in catching, curing, barrel-making, and shipping. The book juxtaposes this world with the era’s opulent transatlantic steamships, which carried affluent travelers between New York, Boston, and Europe. That contrast—between first-class saloons and cramped fo’c’sles, between corporate timetables and the irregular pulse of weather and fish—anchors the story’s social geography and its emphasis on discipline, skill, and communal labor at sea.

The New England Grand Banks cod fishery was a centuries-old enterprise that, by 1850–1900, reached an industrialized peak centered in Gloucester. Fast, beamy schooners optimized for Banks work launched in large numbers, while dory fishing—pairs or trios of men setting trawl lines from nested flat-bottomed boats—multiplied a single vessel’s reach. Crews baited handlines with herring or squid, hauled hundreds of hooks per trawl, and cleaned and split fish on deck within minutes, salting them for curing ashore. The fishery’s rhythms—baiting, setting, hauling, dressing, and stowing—dictated an intense workday repeated in fog, rain, and gale.

Economically, cod linked Gloucester to a transatlantic and Caribbean market. Salted fish fed plantation and urban labor in the West Indies and South America, while fresh and iced catches reached Boston and New York by rail. Merchants advanced gear and provisions on credit; crews were paid by the lay (shares of the voyage’s proceeds) after owners and outfitters took their cut. Price fluctuations, salt costs, and bait scarcity could erase profits, even in heavy catches. The industry’s infrastructure—coopering shops, salting houses, icehouses, chandlers, and rail sidings—made Gloucester a vertically integrated hub whose fortunes rose and fell with fish runs and markets.

The fishery’s dangers were constant. Dorymen vanished in sudden fog when wind and current shifted; schooners capsized under winter rigs; knives, hooks, and winches maimed hands; and cold water killed quickly. Before wireless (Marconi’s first transatlantic signals came in 1901), fleets could disappear for weeks, with relatives awaiting sails on the horizon. Memorial lists in Gloucester record thousands lost since the seventeenth century. Kipling’s novel mirrors this reality with scenes of fogbound dories, storms, and funerals at sea, using the Banks’ hazards to teach his protagonist that survival depends on seamanship, mutual aid, and respect for craft—a lesson rooted in the fishery’s real, unforgiving calculus.

The story opens on an ocean liner, emblematic of the exponential growth of transatlantic steamship travel in the 1880s–1890s. Companies such as Cunard and White Star launched steel, screw-driven vessels like RMS Teutonic (1890) and RMS Majestic (1890) that combined speed, reliability, and rigid class segregation. Immigration surged through ports like New York—Ellis Island opened in 1892—while first-class promenades embodied the conspicuous luxury of the Gilded Age. Kipling uses this world when the wealthy Harvey Cheyne Jr. is swept overboard near the Banks, contrasting the insulated routines of liner travel with the labor-intensive, precarious life aboard a Gloucester schooner that rescues and retrains him.

American railroad expansion after the Civil War transformed space, time, and wealth. The first transcontinental line was completed in 1869; by the 1890s, networks controlled by magnates like Cornelius Vanderbilt, Jay Gould, Collis P. Huntington, and E. H. Harriman integrated markets and set rates. Railroads standardized time zones in 1883 and prompted federal oversight through the Interstate Commerce Act of 1887. Harvey Cheyne Sr., a railroad and shipping baron in the novel, echoes such tycoons, whose fortunes rose on consolidation, speculation, and managerial innovation. Kipling connects that industrial order to the maritime economy by showing how fish moved inland by rail and how capital structured both enterprises.

The Panic of 1893, one of the era’s worst depressions, followed railroad overbuilding and shaky finance. The Philadelphia and Reading Railroad’s insolvency in February 1893 triggered cascading bank failures and receiverships across major lines. Unemployment soared, and by 1894 the Pullman Strike, led by Eugene V. Debs, paralyzed rail traffic before federal troops intervened under President Grover Cleveland. The crisis underscored the volatility of speculative capital and the consequences for workers. In the novel, the contrast between a boy’s assumed entitlement to his father’s wealth and the fishermen’s pay-by-share reality mirrors the decade’s lesson: only disciplined, productive labor was dependable when markets convulsed.

Immigration sustained New England fisheries in the late nineteenth century. Portuguese mariners from the Azores and Madeira settled in ports such as Gloucester, Provincetown, and New Bedford from the 1870s onward, joining Canadians from Nova Scotia and Newfoundlanders, Irish, and Scandinavians. They brought longline skills, Catholic confraternities, and family shore networks that stabilized crews and provisioning. By 1900, Portuguese surnames were common in Gloucester crews and on wharfside businesses. Kipling reflects this reality through Manuel, the Portuguese doryman who rescues Harvey, acknowledging a labor force often marginalized on shore but indispensable at sea, and capturing the polyglot speech and practices of Banks crews.

The maritime labor system operated on shares rather than wages. Owners outfitted vessels; skippers apportioned a lay to each man based on role and reputation, with the captain and vessel taking larger cuts. Gear, bait, and provisions were charged against the trip, creating debt if prices fell. Boys apprenticed early, learning knots, compass work, and fish dressing through arduous repetition. Massachusetts enacted compulsory schooling earlier (1852), yet fishing communities balanced schooling with seasonal work. Kipling’s portrayal of Disko Troop’s authority and the crew’s hierarchy—where proficiency, reliability, and endurance earn respect—matches the historical structure that trained adolescents into competent seamen through demanding, communal routines.

United States–British North America fisheries disputes shaped access to the Banks and nearby inshore waters. The Treaty of Washington (1871) granted U.S. fishermen limited rights in Canadian waters, with compensation determined by the Halifax Commission’s 1877 award of $5.5 million to Britain (on Canada’s behalf). After abrogation, renewed frictions in the 1880s led to seizures and negotiations, culminating in an unratified 1888 treaty and interim arrangements (modus vivendi) in the early 1890s for bait and port privileges. Although the novel’s action stays in international waters, its mixed crews and port calls reflect a cross-border maritime world governed by contested treaties, customs inspectors, and pragmatic cooperation.

Maritime disasters were frequent on the Banks. Sudden “August gales,” winter nor’easters, and bank fogs claimed dories and schooners alike, often within sightless miles of other vessels. Without wireless, distress signals were useless beyond voice and gunshot. The Gloucester Fishermen’s Memorial, erected in 1925, commemorates 5,368 locals lost at sea since 1623, a cumulative toll illustrating the risk borne by each voyage. Kipling’s storm scenes, search parties, and prayers for the absent mirror such communal experiences, where church bells, widow’s pensions, and benefit societies tried to bridge the gap left by inadequate insurance and the unpredictable violence of North Atlantic weather.
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