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               THE ARRIVALS

            

         

         Britannia enters.

         
            Britannia   Nice one. You’ve all turned up. I’m grateful. The others are due any minute. I just – I thought there should be listeners. Witnesses, if you like. I’ll get this place sorted. And could you turn your mobiles off? Thanks.

            
               Selects lighting, music, tries on Britannia helmet.

               The regions arrive promptly. During their arrivals Britannia is busily focused on setting up the room for the meeting.

               Caledonia changes music track. Britannia turns off.

            

            Caledonia   Got your message.

            Britannia   Caledonia. Hello.

            Caledonia   Did ye have to leave the hairdresser’s in a hurry?

            Britannia   It would be nice if I did get some time to spend on myself. I’ve hardly slept.

            Caledonia   Poor wee Britney!

            Britannia   It’s good you agreed to come.

            Caledonia   For the moment, Britney … for the moment.

            You love wearing this eh? I remember you in 1603 at the Coronation of James I, we used it as a quaich. The Act of Union 1707, Andrew Fletcher of Saltoun did a jobby in it. (Sings ‘My Little Pony.’) 

            Britannia   Now look, the last time we met …

            South-West   The Bay City Rollers were at Number One.

            Britannia   What?

            South-West   Last time we all met up. ‘Bye bye, baby, don’t make me cry.’ Seventy per cent of the UK voted to join the Common Market. ‘Bye bye, baby, don’t say goodbye.’ 1975.

            Caledonia   South-West. You nerd.

            South-West   Reporting for duty, Britney.

            Britannia   All of our meetings throughout history have been so important to me.

            South-West   You give me any time we’ve met and I’ll give you the Number One – or its equivalent, because strictly speaking, the Charts as we know them didn’t really start until 1952.

            Caledonia   Second World War.

            South-West   We met at the start and finish, which do you want?

            Caledonia   Start.

            South-West   1939. Vera Lynn. ‘We’ll meet again, don’t know where, don’t know when, but I know …’

            Caledonia   Sinking of the Titanic.

            South-West   ‘I’m shy, Mary Ellen, I’m shy, It does seem so naughty, oh my. Kissing is nicey …’

            Caledonia   1801. The Inclosure Act.

            South-West   ‘’Twas in the solemn midnight hour when all was dark around, when planets strike …’

            Caledonia   The Declaration of Arbroath. 1321. 

            
               Pause.

            

            Ya beauty!

            South-West   The Declaration of Arbroath was 1320.

            
               
                  
                     ‘Ice herde men ups mould make much mon

                     Hou he beth itened of here tilyynge.’

                  

               

            

            Song of the Husbandman.

            Cymru   (sings)

            
               ‘Paham mae dicter, O Myfanwy –’

            

            Caledonia   Here’s your favourite.

            Cymru   (continues)

            
               ‘Yn llenwi’th lygaid duon di?

               A’th ruddiau tirion, O Myfanwy,

               Heb wrido wrth fy ngweled i?’

            

            Britannia   Bore da, Cymru.

            Cymru   Bore da, Britney. You summoned and I came as always, Cariad.

            Britannia   I can’t thank you enough.

            Cymru   South-West.

            South-West   How do.

            Caledonia   Cymru.

            Cymru   Bluddy thrashed you at the rugby last week, boy.

            Caledonia   Two words for you, pal. Andy. And Murray. I’m no hearing the world of tennis is dominated by the Welsh?

            Cymru   Two words right back at you. Gareth and Bale.

            South-West   Eddie and Eagle.

            Britannia   Can we get this room sorted?

            Cymru   Eddie the bluddy Eagle? 

            South-West   The most successful of his countrymen at the sport of ski-jumping bar none. Born and bred in Gloucestershire.

            Caledonia   Oh aye. The renowned ski-slopes of Cheltenham.

            South-West   It’s not Cheltenham, it’s Matson.

            Cymru   What?

            South-West   You can see it from the A417.

            Caledonia   This is fascinating.

            Northern Ireland   Hallo!

            Britannia   Northern Ireland! Thank you so much for coming.

            Northern Ireland   No problem. The Referendum. I wasn’t surprised to hear from you.

            East Midlands   Britannia. These are serious times.

            Britannia   Thank you, East Midlands. Yes. Serious times. Once again we find ourselves at a crucial moment in our nation’s history. I hope this room’s OK. It was all I could get at short notice. And this time, I’ve invited an audience.

            Caledonia   So we’ve tae mind our fuckin language?

            Britannia   Before witnesses we shall listen to those voices we have gathered and see what we can learn. You are the spirits and hearts of your regions and you honour the voices of your people.

            Cymru   Don’t worry, Britney bach. We won’t let you down.

            
               All concur.

            

            Britannia   I know that. Er … where’s North-East?

            North-East   Sorry I’m late like. Terrible journey, man. 

            Northern Ireland   Just off the Jarrow March?

            North-East   We’ve had gale-force winds. The Angel of the North is on a tilt. Durham Cathedral looks twatted. Had to change trains twice, upgrade on one, sit in the corridor on the other, then queue jump at the taxi rank … Nearly threw up in the taxi ’cause I got absolutely shit-faced the night before … I’d learn to drive but I’m nervous of caravans.

            Britannia   I’d like to call this gathering to order.

            Inter se conveniente Britanniae – the gathering of the family of Britannia in the year 2017 – Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II being in the sixty-fifth year of her reign. Welcome.

            All   Welcome.

            Britannia   (to audience) Welcome to all who have journeyed here to listen in this place.

            Present?

            Caledonia   Caledonia.

            South-West   South-West.

            Cymru   Cymru.

            Northern Ireland   Northern Ireland.

            East Midlands   East Midlands.

            North-East   North-East.

            Britannia   We are convened to meet the matter of this time, and speak verbatim in the voices of our regions. As Britannia, I speak today the words of the leadership at Westminster. Say now for where you speak.

            Caledonia   I speak today for Glasgow. And for Edinburgh. Twin capitals of Caledonia.

            Cymru   I speak today for Merthyr Tydfil in the Welsh Valleys. 

            East Midlands   I speak today for Leicester, the centre of England.

            South-West   I speak today for Salisbury and for Gloucester. Cathedral Cities.

            Northern Ireland   I speak today for Derry Londonderry. Legenderry.

            North-East   I speak today for Sunderland, Gateshead, Northumberland, Durham. And South bleedin Shields.

            Britannia   Say now for whom you speak.

            David.

            South-West   Mila.

            Northern Ireland   Sean.

            North-East   Terry.

            Caledonia   James.

            East Midlands   Aravinda.

            Cymru   Paul.

            Britannia   Listen.

            South-West   Jane.

            Northern Ireland   Siobhan.

            North-East   Carlos.

            Caledonia   Carol.

            East Midlands   TJ.

            Cymru   Dafydd.

            Britannia   Boris.

            South-West   Eddie.

            Northern Ireland   Luke. 

            North-East   Jasper.

            Caledonia   Adam.

            East Midlands   Stu.

            Cymru   Pauline.

            Britannia    

            Listen …

            South-West   Stanley.

            Northern Ireland   Mick.

            North-East   Roxie.

            Caledonia   Roseanne.

            East Midlands   Julie.

            Cymru   Matthew.

            Britannia   Michael.

            South-West   Beryl.

            Northern Ireland   Declan.

            North-East   Jude.

            Caledonia   Glenn.

            East Midlands   May.

            Cymru   Jonathan.

            Britannia   Nigel.

            South-West   Olly.

            Northern Ireland   Richard.

            North-East   Bill.

            Caledonia   Padma.

            East Midlands   Lee.

            Cymru   Amanda.

            Britannia   Jeremy.

            South-West   Leroy.

            Northern Ireland   Niamh.

            North-East   Barbara.

            Caledonia   Deirdre.

            East Midlands   Maureen.

            Cymru   Bernice.

            Britannia   Jo.

            South-West   Ella.

            Northern Ireland   Des.

            North-East   Jackie.

            Caledonia   Andrew.

            East Midlands   Eric.

            Cymru   Curtis.

            Britannia   Theresa.

            South-West   Joanne.

            Northern Ireland   .

            North-East   Larry.

            Caledonia   Lenny.

            East Midlands   Donna.

            Cymru   Angharad.

            Britannia    

            
               So.

               Listen to me and let me hear your words:

               not to agree, but – as the song of birds

               reveals the light, 

               the darkness lessening –

               to hear this human music; silence loosening

               within the Sacrament of Listening.

            

            All   The Sacrament of Listening.

            Britannia   I move to the Opening Voices. Verbatim.
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