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GETTING STARTED



Welcome all new den builders!


Building dens is really easy when you know how. It doesn’t cost lots of money – you can use items that are readily available around your house (check with grown-ups first though – they can become quite grumpy if you cut up their best duvet cover to make a roof for your den!).


You can create dens on your own or with groups of friends. Grown-ups will be desperate to get involved – it’s up to you if you let them join in or not. (Sometimes they can be really helpful!)


So what is a den? It’s a space that is separate, a space that you create for yourself, a space where you can use your imagination, a space where you and your friends can play and be creative. It can be fixed or transportable, huge or miniature, indoors or outdoors – basically it can be anything that YOU want it to be.


Where could you create a den? Wander around your home to begin with and make a list in your sketchbook (see Project 1 for a description of how to make one) of all the great places you could build a den. How about underneath the stairs or the kitchen table? In the corner of your bedroom or behind the sofa?


The next step is to begin collecting den-making materials (the resources section has ideas to get you started). You will find lots of ideas in this book about what to use, how to fasten everything together as well as how to stay safe.


The coloured boxes each tell you something different:




YOU NEED


Things you need to build your den







TOP TIP


Ideas to help you







REMEMBER


Things that you need to be careful about – safety tips
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Now let’s look at the materials you can use to get den making.
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RESOURCES



These are examples of materials you can use when building a den, but a creative den maker like yourself can learn to adapt anything!


■ Blankets


■ Bottle tops


■ Boxes – all shapes and sizes


■ Branches and twigs


■ Broken household items – clocks, keyboards, etc.


■ Bubble wrap


■ Cable ties


■ Cardboard – tubes, boxes, sheets


■ Chalk


■ Clips (e.g. paper clips, bulldog clips)


■ Clothes line


■ Craft knife (but only with a grown-up present)


■ Cushions


■ Duvets


■ Fabric


■ Felt pens


■ Hula hoops


■ Leaves


■ Lights (e.g. fairy, rope, tea)


■ Mirrors


■ Paper


■ Pegs


■ Pens, pencils and paint


■ Pipe cleaners


■ Plastic strip door curtains


■ Play-dough


■ Sponges


■ Stickers


■ String


■ Tapes (e.g. masking, gaffer, sticky, decorated)


■ Tinfoil


■ Toys


■ Umbrellas


■ Velcro


■ Wooden crates


■ Wool



FASTENINGS



Lots of the resources listed on page 7 can be used to fasten parts of your den together. In many places masking tape or gaffer tape will be fine, but in other places – such as outside or next to a brick wall – you will need to get creative with cable ties, hooks, string or a clothes line.


The photographs on these pages will give you some other ideas!




REMEMBER


Ask a grown-up for help (and permission) if you want to drill anything or use sharp equipment.
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HULA HOOPS



Hula hoops make great fastenings for dens and can be incorporated into your design. They are easy to use and can be decorated in lots of different ways. For example, try weaving using your hula hoop as a frame or tie strips of material to your hoop to make a curtain.
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If you cover your hula hoops with see-through plastic (or sticky-backed plastic), once you have decorated them they will look beautiful when light (natural or from a torch) shines through them.


Now you have a space in mind and some materials – what are you waiting for? Go and build a den!





PROJECT 1



SKETCHBOOK


Building dens is a great way to stretch your imagination but you will find it helps to keep a sketchbook or scrapbook of your ideas. (You can see examples from the pages of our sketchbooks throughout this book.)
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