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FOREWORD


By Daryl Mitchell


It is an honour to be asked to write the foreword to the 2018 edition of The Cricketers’ Who’s Who, a book in which I used to collect autographs as a kid and have occupied my own page since 2003.


The Who’s Who continues to be much loved in county dressing rooms up and down the country, whether it’s for a game of ‘guess the cricketer’ during a rain break or a quick check on an opposing player’s stats to tee up a sledge for the next session of play. It’s always amusing to look back at pictures of yourself when a fan asks you to sign an old edition at the back of the pavilion of some cricketing outpost such as Colwyn Bay or Horsham.


The book contains all the 420(ish) professional county cricketers whom I am tasked with representing following my election as chairman of the Professional Cricketers’ Association in February 2017. My first year in the job has presented some enjoyable challenges and opened my eyes to a world off the field and closer to the boardroom.


There have never been more opportunities for players to earn a fantastic living and travel the world playing the sport they love, whether that’s at international level or the numerous Twenty20 events that are popping up everywhere. However, that comes with the need to take responsibility for actions and be aware of the pitfalls that exist. The PCA do fantastic work with the players regarding education in a wide range of areas such as drink awareness, gambling, illicit drugs, driving safety, social media responsibilities and anti-corruption. As for all things, prevention is better than a cure.


The tinkering with the domestic structure has been prominent for as long as I can remember and the most recent changes, introduced at the beginning of last season, were very interesting. The overall feeling among the players is that they have been a success, even if reducing the amount of County Championship games to 14 has led to a lack of symmetry in the 10-team Division Two, which is not ideal. The players felt that playing the various competitions in blocks has improved the quality of practice and in turn the standards and the spectacle on show. Changing between formats only six times over the course of the season – as opposed to the 26 times in 2016 – makes all the difference.


Last summer was a fantastic year for cricket in this country, with England Women winning the World Cup as hosts and catching the imagination of the nation. The men’s team had success too, although the Test side will want to pick themselves up after a very difficult Ashes in Australia over the winter.
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Many congratulations to Essex for winning the County Championship for the first time in 25 years. In doing so immediately after winning promotion the previous season, they have gone some way to dispel the myth of the huge gap between the two divisions. Having been promoted six times – and relegated five times – in my time at Worcestershire, I can relate to what a special achievement it is to win Division Two and Division One in successive years.


We mustn’t forget Nottinghamshire either, who picked up both one-day trophies and gained Championship promotion. It was a fitting way for Chris Read to finish his magnificent career.


At Worcestershire we certainly enjoyed our first season under new skipper Joe Leach. He must take a lot of credit for leading us to a home semi-final in the One-Day Cup and to the Division Two title. There were some special performances from the many homegrown players, as well as important contributions from our excellent overseas contingent of John Hastings, Nathan Lyon and Ravi Ashwin. The lads are looking forward to playing in Division One again and testing ourselves against the best teams in the country.


I wish everyone an enjoyable 2018 season – whichever team you play for or support.


Daryl Mitchell
March 2018
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EDITOR’S NOTES


By Benj Moorehead


It’s been a long, hard winter: by day a grim struggle against the punishing cold, by night an Ashes inferno Down Under. But there’s nothing like a whipping by Australia to breathe life into a new season. For the 400-odd county cricketers across these pages, the spring air is thick with opportunity. Test places are up for grabs.


They need only look at the catapulted careers of Liam Livingstone and Richard Gleeson to know that anything is possible. Three years ago Livingstone was a cricketer for Nantwich CC languishing in Lancashire’s Second XI. Then he struck 350 from 138 balls in a T20 club match and by the end of the summer was part of the Lancashire side which won the T20 Blast. Now the 24-year-old is the county’s captain and was in line for a Test debut in New Zealand as we went to print. Gleeson’s tale is perhaps even more remarkable, that of a 28-year-old Minor Counties player transformed into the leader of the Northants attack which won the 2016 T20 Blast. In February, aged 30, he made his England Lions debut. Full international recognition is a real prospect.


These are stories to inspire English cricketers up and down the country. The door is open, and now is the time to deliver.


A fleet of young county batsmen are eyeing up a spot in England’s shaky top order. Somewhere near the front is Worcestershire’s Joe Clarke, a man “destined to play for England” according to Sussex allrounder Luke Wright, who told the Cricketers’ Who’s Who that he is the best young batsman he has seen. Sam Northeast will also be very close to selection if he can score first-division runs for Hampshire following his high-profile move from Kent.


Keep an eye on opener Alex Davies, who last summer became the first Lancashire wicketkeeper to pass 1,000 first-class runs in a season. In fact there are three Red Rose openers who have England ambitions, with Keaton Jennings signing from Durham over the winter and Haseeb Hameed – still only 21 – slowly recovering the form that brought him a Test debut in 2016. Luke Wells at Sussex, Rory Burns at Surrey, Essex duo Nick Browne and Dan Lawrence… the list goes on.


England haven’t had a regular frontline spinner for more than three years now, and there are two twirlers in the West Country who are mounting a claim to follow Mason Crane into the Test arena. Jack Leach must be wondering what else he needs to do to make the grade, having followed up 68 first-class wickets in 2016 with another 53 last season – this after being forced to remodel his action the previous winter. His Somerset teammate Dom Bess, not yet 21, had 54 first-class wickets at 22.57 going into 2018. Even accounting for the fact that both play their cricket on those ragging pitches at Taunton, such figures will surely prove irresistible to the England selectors before long.


And who are the future heirs to James Anderson and Stuart Broad, daunting prospect though that is? The obvious candidate is Jamie Porter, capable at the age of 24 of leading the seam attack of county champions Essex. Further back, Ben Coad of Yorkshire (24) and Josh Tongue of Worcestershire (20) both produced outstanding maiden first-class seasons, with 53 and 47 wickets respectively. Middlesex’s Tom Helm, who turns 24 in May, is also hotly tipped to play international cricket sooner rather than later, and can count Andy Flower among his many supporters.


And then there is Jofra Archer, who merits a chapter all his own. This time last year Archer was Hove’s best-kept secret; now he is a global superstar, having been purchased for more than $1m by IPL franchise Rajasthan Royals after some stunning displays for Hobart Hurricanes in the 2017/18 Big Bash. It is easy to forget how good he has been for Sussex in red-ball cricket (to date 89 wickets at 26 and 833 runs at 38). Archer, born and raised in Barbados, has played for West Indies U19 but says he is intent on qualifying for England in 2022. These pages are full of glowing praise from his peers: “Effortless pace, and he is becoming more skilful and smarter with every game,” says his former Sussex teammate Steve Magoffin. Or as Northants’ Steven Crook succinctly puts it: “He’s just very good at cricket.” It will be fascinating to see how Archer goes this year at Sussex, where he will be tutored by arguably the finest coach on the circuit, Jason Gillespie.


Sussex have made the most eye-catching overseas signing of the winter, with leg-spinner Rashid Khan set to become the first Afghanistan player to play county cricket, along with his compatriot Mohammad Nabi at Leicestershire. Rashid, whom Gillespie coached at Big Bash champions Adelaide Strikers, is due to play in the first half of the T20 Blast. Nabi, also signed for the Blast, is one of three rabbits Leicestershire pulled out of the hat, with Pakistan seamers Mohammad Abbas and Sohail Khan to share the overseas berth at Grace Road this season. Among this year’s influx of internationals, Aiden Markram, Duanne Olivier, Adam Zampa, Daniel Worrall, Joe Mennie, Doug Bracewell, Mitchell Marsh, Ishant Sharma and Billy Stanlake will also be appearing on the county scene for the first time.


It is 50 years since foreign players were allowed into county cricket without going through a residential qualification period – a license, we thought, to pick a greatest overseas XI designed to incite and delight in equal measure (see page 16). Jon Hotten has written a pen-portrait for our chosen few, each as silky as a Sangakkara cover drive (well, almost). Elsewhere in the features section, Paul Collingwood opens up to John Stern about the hurt and pain at his beloved Durham. For something lighter, try Marcus Berkmann’s homage to cricketing trivia on page 24; can you name a team of Test cricketers whose fathers were vicars called Herbert?


Trivia is something that The Cricketers’ Who’s Who unashamedly indulges in. The signature of the book is, of course, our questionnaire, faithfully answered by the players of all 18 counties and England Women (with more than a little encouragement from their media whips, to whom we are hugely grateful). They offer a glimpse into the diversity of the characters on the county circuit, from the complete Brit Ruaidhri Smith (born in Scotland to an Irish mother and English father, raised in Wales) to the Scandinavian allrounder Martin Andersson (“my karaoke song of choice is Basshunter’s ‘Now You’re Gone’ in Swedish”). There’s a stunning revelation from 17-year-old Derbyshire prodigy Hamidullah Qadri, born in Afghanistan, who says he learnt off-spin by watching YouTube. Who needs the coaching manual?


This year we asked the players: where is paradise? And, while it’s true that Barbados was a popular choice, there were plenty of more revealing selections: the great lakes of Ontario, a workshop with tools, a peaceful coffee shop with a leather-bound book, Hogwarts, Wantage Road, Bournemouth beach, Glenbuchat in Aberdeenshire, the Cheshire Oaks Factory Outlet Centre, North Sweden (yes, Andersson again) and… the bottom of a pint.


Which brings us neatly to the response of Northants spinner Graeme White when we asked him for the best advice he has ever received: “You need a steak and a Guinness to fill out lad.”


Enjoy the book and the season.


Benj Moorehead
March 2017



COMMENT


LAST MAN STANDING


He has won the Ashes home and away, captained England to World T20 glory, celebrated Championship titles. But Paul Collingwood goes into his 23rd season facing one of his toughest challenges yet: to save his beloved Durham from wreckage. John Stern spoke to him as spring approached


Once he was Brigadier Block but now the only appropriate moniker is General Custer. Paul Collingwood, 42 at the end of May, stands alone at the Riverside while north-eastern heroes have continued to desert Durham’s sinking ship.


Five seasons ago Durham won the last of their three County Championship titles (achieved in the space of six summers). Only six of the 18 players who appeared in the 2013 triumph are at the club this season: Collingwood, Ben Stokes, Mark Wood, Chris Rushworth, Michael Richardson and former captain Will Smith, who was re-signed from Hampshire in the winter.


On October 3, 2016 Durham accepted relegation and a 48-point penalty for the following season in return for a £3.8m bail-out from the ECB. A year and a day later, it emerged that Durham-born batsman Jack Burnham, 20, would be banned for a year following a third failed drugs test (a situation that Collingwood describes as “pure stupidity”).


The talent drain started with Scott Borthwick and Mark Stoneman leaving for Surrey in the winter of 2016 and continued at the end of last summer with 50-over captain Keaton Jennings and veteran seamer Graham Onions heading to Lancashire, while T20 skipper and England Lions allrounder Paul Coughlin has moved to Nottinghamshire.


Collingwood is hurting about the loss of those players. “I’m absolutely devastated,” he says. “I get really upset by it. This is my 23rd season at Durham and I’ve never found an obvious reason to leave the place.


“In my eyes you get as equal an opportunity here as any other county to play for England. I can half-understand batsmen saying wickets aren’t as good as you might get at The Oval but a bowler like Coughlin wanting to leave Durham is something I can’t get my head around.


“I’d like to have seen players say they wanted to help get the club out of the second division. But all the T20 leagues around the world mean people are more used to going into different changing rooms now. Loyalty is not a word that can be used much these days. You’ve just got to get on with it.”
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Collingwood’s fighting qualities are well known. It was after his 276-minute 40 at Cape Town in 2010 that the Guardian’s Mike Selvey was moved to call him “the Brigadier of Block” and, in the same report, the less-celebrated “Sultan of Stonewall”.


Do Durham’s dire straits suit his man-on-burning-deck instincts? “It probably does but I haven’t got long left,” says Collingwood, with a melancholic chuckle. “I would much prefer to be in a situation where we’re fighting for promotion or at top of the first division rather than losing players.”


He was full of bullish intent at the start of last season but reality has set in with all the biting chill of a wind blowing off the North Sea. Durham finished second-last in Division Two of the Championship, bottom of the North Group in the T20 Blast, and fifth of nine in the group stages of the One-Day Cup.


“You never go into the season without the ambition to win trophies,” Collingwood says, “but we have to be realistic. We have lost five experienced players over the last two years – guys we have built up to playing international cricket. That probably took four years so we’re going to have to wait until the next generation come through now.


“We have some good youngsters who have shown potential but with young guys you don’t get the consistency. You never know with Durham – if we can build that spirit early on and get things moving then anything can happen. But realistically we’re building a team for four or five years down the line.”


Collingwood won’t be around then – at least on the field – but in 2017 he continued to defy the march of time. In late May he scored a Championship century against Glamorgan on his 41st birthday. Two months later he became the oldest man to make a T20 hundred, which was also Durham’s first in the format. He finished the season as the seventh-highest run-scorer across both divisions of the Championship, with 1,087 runs at 49 and three centuries.


His winter has been no less busy. In September he was to be seen grinning in brightly coloured auto rickshaws as he and a group of other seasoned players from around the world brought international cricket back to Pakistan by representing an ICC World XI side. In November he was borrowing Mason Crane’s whites to field for an over as England suffered an injury crisis during one of their Ashes warm-up matches. As the fielding coach, he was with the team for most of the five-month tour of Australia and New Zealand.


Collingwood, who last played for England seven years ago, is taking it one summer at a time, with a decision expected by mid-season as to whether his Durham career will continue into a 24th season.


Despite the high-profile exits, he is excited by those who are left such as Cameron Steel, who scored 899 Championship runs at 40 last year, and Matthew Potts, the 19-year-old fast bowler from Sunderland who was pulled out of the Academy to make his first-team debut against Kent last June. Potts finished with 14 wickets from his five matches. “I’d never seen him before,” recalls Collingwood, “but he impressed straightaway. He looks the real deal and is very exciting.”
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The picture that the Durham skipper paints is one of a still-thriving north-eastern league scene with strapping young lads itching to restore some pride to a passionate, put-upon cricketing territory. The club have been passed over as a host for the new domestic T20 competition and hosting Test matches now appears almost a distant memory, though they are clinging to the top table with an allocation of one-day internationals from 2020-24.


“We have a great record of producing international cricketers and I’d like to think people would want to come to Durham because of that,” Collingwood says. “We must be doing something right. We will have to build that brand back up of keeping players and having that pride of playing for Durham again.


“The leagues up here are still very strong and highly contested and there’s a huge desire to play cricket for a living. The living proof is when these players come into our Academy or into the first team.


“Potts, for example, has some serious skills and a great attitude and a lot of that comes from playing league cricket. Playing against men from an early age has given them a kick-start, especially to their mentality.”


Collingwood makes an interesting observation that players across the English game – especially those from private schools – who have not experienced the tougher environments of league cricket from an early age get a rude awakening when they graduate to the professional game. It’s worth noting that the Durham Academy was one of the founder members of the North East Premier League.


“If you play club cricket from an early age you experience failure and you have to find a way to overcome it. It gives you mental strength. People who dominate from an early age and then experience failure find it really hard. I’m not saying it’s black and white but it’s an interesting debate.”


Not long before he got picked for England, Collingwood won the Jack Ryder medal as the player of the season in Victoria’s grade competition so he knows plenty about mixing it with unforgiving clubbies.


With 300 England caps to his name and almost 10,000 international runs, Collingwood has inarguably made the most of his talents. The question now, as captain and mentor, is whether he can help Durham’s rookie remainers do the same.



THE GREATEST OVERSEAS XI?


Fifty years ago county cricket opened its doors to the world’s greatest players by removing the need for residential qualification. To mark the half-century, the Cricketers’ Who’s Who dared to pick a dream team of overseas players and came up with a side which has no space for Sobers, Turner, Rice, Lara, Donald, Saqlain, Warne or Sangakkara (among other outrageously good cricketers). Of course we looked at the runs and the wickets, but just as important when picking our team was the degree to which a player became part of a county’s genetics. Then we asked Jon Hotten to carry the selectors’ can by writing a beautiful eulogy for each player


1 Barry Richards


Hampshire (1968-78)


First-class: 204 matches, 15,607 runs at 50.50, 46 wickets at 36.41, 264 catches


List A: 186 matches, 6,708 runs at 39.92, 6 wickets at 23.16, 82 catches
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Perhaps uniquely among greats of the modern era, Richards’ place at the game’s highest table was laid by his county career. Denied all but four Tests – during which he averaged 72.57 – by South Africa’s international ban, Richards instead made Hampshire his stage. He has been called “the world’s most romanticised cricketer” and it’s easy to see why. As an opening batsman he was a silken destroyer of attacks, in possession of brilliance so dazzling he would sometimes divide the ground into an imaginary clock face and hit a boundary to each part in turn. Nine of his 80 first-class hundreds were made before lunch. Richards could appear disinterested, but once roused – by quality of opposition or size of occasion – he might do anything, put the ball anywhere. During Hampshire’s great era of overseas stars – Greenidge, Roberts, Marshall – few would argue that Bad Baz was the first among equals.



2 Chris Rogers


Derbyshire (2004 & 2008-10), Leicestershire (2005), Northamptonshire (2006-07), Middlesex (2011-14), Somerset (2016)


FC: 151 matches, 12,641 runs at 53.33, 133 catches


LA: 85 matches, 2,854 runs at 40.19, 44 catches


Rogers is an unlikely hero, a rugged and street-smart opener whose runs, rather than his style, took the eye; a batsman who belonged to county cricket rather than any one county. Born in Sydney, he first visited England at 19 to play club cricket in Devon, before a season at Derbyshire in 2004. By 2005 he’d hopped over to Grace Road, where he made 219 for Leicestershire against the touring Australians, sledged all the way by Matthew Hayden. He went back to Derby in 2008, and made 248, the county’s highest individual score for 62 years, against Warwickshire. A move to Middlesex made him a beloved old-stager at HQ, and set him up for his successful Test comeback – he would hit 173 at Lord’s for Australia in 2015. A final fling as Somerset’s captain took them desperately close to a first Championship title, and left Rogers with twin hundreds in his last match, retiring as that rare thing: an Australian loved equally in England.


3 Viv Richards


Somerset (1974-86), Glamorgan (1990-93)


FC: 240 matches, 18,080 runs at 49.26, 105 wickets at 46.99, 207 catches


LA: 279 matches, 9,270 runs at 39.95, 148 wickets at 26.51, 124 catches
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Imperious and regal, King Viv turned sleepy Taunton into a riotous carnival of county cricket, a totemic superstar who powered Somerset to two Gillette Cups, two B&H Trophies and the Sunday League title. Yet Richards was no helicoptered-in legend (despite arriving in a chopper to play for Rishton CC in 1987); his affinity for the county, and for English cricket, ran bone-deep. He was ‘discovered’ by Len Creed, a bookmaker from Bath who watched the young Richards while on holiday in Antigua, and he served a qualifying period at Lansdown CC before making the first of his 14,698 first-class runs for the county in 1974. Richards’ rise to global superstardom ran in tandem with his time at Somerset, and in tandem too with that of his flatmate and lifelong friend Ian Botham. Sadly, he departed in rancour before playing a handful of seasons with Glamorgan – where his final act was to lead the Welsh county to the Sunday League title in 1993 – but those golden days remain, an indelible part of summer in England.


4 Darren Lehmann


Yorkshire (1996-2007)


FC: 88 matches, 8,871 runs at 68.79, 61 wickets at 32.00, 35 catches


LA: 130 matches, 5,229 runs at 49.33, 79 wickets at 25.18, 41 catches


The position as Yorkshire’s overseas professional is necessarily special, as for so long the county’s rules prevented it. Thus, from Sachin Tendulkar’s arrival as the first in 1992, it took a big player and big personality to step up. Lehmann, known universally as ‘Boof’, was the perfect fit, an uncomplicated yet brilliant left-hander who became so revered that the Yorkshire Post wrote of him: “The great man could probably break wind in these parts and draw a standing ovation.” Lehmann was key to the 2001 side that brought the County Championship home for the first time since 1968, the celebration of which meant he went out to bat in a Sunday League fixture with champagne sloshing around in his helmet – he made 191 from 103 deliveries. It was just a part of a legend burnished by 26 first-class hundreds and almost 9,000 runs for the White Rose.


5 Clive Lloyd


Lancashire (1968-86)


FC: 219 matches, 12,764 runs at 44.94, 55 wickets at 32.89, 161 catches


LA: 273 matches, 8,522 runs at 41.16, 60 wickets at 26.35, 94 catches


Shaping West Indies into the world’s greatest and most feared cricket team was simply the day job for the bespectacled, ursine colossus that is Clive Hubert Lloyd. At Lancashire his broad and legendarily weighty blade crashed down upon county attacks for season after season – Lloyd was as beloved at Old Trafford as anywhere in the Caribbean. He broke through in 1970, making 1,600 runs in the English summer and voted one of Wisden’s Five Cricketers of the Year. His famous 1975 World Cup-winning century at Lord’s was foretold by the crushing 126 that brought Lancashire the 1972 Gillette Cup, and Glamorgan’s bowlers still awaken in cold sweats at the memory of the 201 not out that occupied just 120 minutes – then the fastest double hundred struck in first-class cricket – back in 1976. “It was a cricketing utopia for me,” Lloyd reflected in 2004. “Those were some of the happiest days of my career.”


6 Mike Procter (c)


Gloucestershire (1965-81)


FC: 259 matches, 14,441 runs at 36.19, 833 wickets at 19.56, 209 catches


LA: 223 matches, 5,631 runs at 28.29, 280 wickets at 18.78, 69 catches
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So devastating were the South African’s all-round talents that, during his fearsome 1970s peak, Gloucestershire were re-named ‘Proctershire’ by the fans. Like his friend Barry Richards, with whom he played a season in Gloucester’s Second XI in 1965, Procter was exiled from the international game, and so the West Countrymen saw the best of him; a batsman brilliant enough to score six centuries in successive innings for Rhodesia and an opening bowler of high pace and deadly inswing famously delivered off the ‘wrong’ foot. His feats were mighty: 109 not out from a team total of 135-3 in a Sunday League match; a hundred before lunch and a hat-trick against Leicestershire in the Championship, followed by another hat-trick – all lbw – against Yorkshire in the next game. He crowned it all with the Benson & Hedges Cup in 1977, by which time he’d added the captaincy to his bag of tricks.


7 Richard Hadlee


Nottinghamshire (1978-87)


FC: 148 matches, 5,854 runs at 38.76, 622 wickets at 14.51, 105 catches


LA: 160 matches, 2,951 runs at 28.65, 231 runs at 17.99, 58 catches


Has a bowler ever been more deadly, and more at home, than Richard Hadlee on Trent Bridge’s slick green-top? Probably not, as the figures from his three most magical seasons show: 319 wickets at 13.67. Those years – 1981, 1984 and 1987 (the only three of his 10 terms at Notts that were undisturbed by either international calls or injury) – saw him voted the PCA Player of the Year on each occasion. In an era of county cricket when pace bowlers stalked the land, no pair carried quite the same threat as Hadlee and his late, great South African partner Clive Rice (pictured below). Their contribution to the Championship wins of 1981 and ’87 was vast. Hadlee’s threat didn’t end with cherry in hand either – as a middle-order hitter he was good enough to make both a double-century and register a thousand runs, feats that bought him the famous ‘double’ in 1984.


[image: Illustration]



8 Farokh Engineer (wk)


Lancashire (1968-76)


FC: 175 matches, 5,942 runs at 26.64, 429 catches, 35 stumpings


LA: 154 matches, 2,843 runs at 22.74, 153 catches, 30 stumpings


Flamboyant and famous enough to join Keith Miller and Denis Compton in endorsing Brylcreem, Engineer made his name by keeping wicket to India’s great spin quartet of the 1960s and early ’70s, yet he would create a life for himself in England, part of the furniture at Old Trafford and one of the great characters of the county game. Immaculately turned out, style was everything, from his powerful, sometimes quixotic, lower-order batting to the supremely athletic glovework that became his trademark. Although the Championship eluded them, it was a golden time for Lancashire and Engineer, with four Gillette Cups and two Sunday League titles arriving in quick and joyous succession.
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9 Wasim Akram


Lancashire (1988-98), Hampshire (2003)


FC: 96 matches, 3,223 runs at 23.69, 394 wickets at 21.82, 23 catches


LA: 174 matches, 2,414 runs at 23.21, 270 wickets at 21.16, 34 catches


When asked who the best bowler he’d faced was, Brian Lara replied with a single word: “Akram”. The name would send chills through world cricket and the county game alike, as, in 1988, Wasim began a decade-long reign of terror at Lancashire. “Straight away I thought I’m going to make friends here,” he said, and how right he was. He plucked out Graeme Hick in the first over of his first big final, the B&H Cup in 1990, a herald for the successes to come. For Lancashire he took 374 wickets in 91 first-class games at 21.65, evidence that Wasim played just as hard on those cold days in empty grounds as he would in the heat of Lord’s finals. Throughout he was not just the best pace bowler in world cricket, but perhaps the greatest left-arm bowler of all time.


10 Mushtaq Ahmed


Somerset (1993-98), Surrey (2002), Sussex (2003-08)


FC: 149 matches, 3,035 runs at 17.44, 775 wickets at 25.84, 46 catches


LA: 155 matches, 821 runs at 12.07, 176 wickets at 28.18, 14 catches
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The maestro from Multan had already spun his way into the heads of the world’s great batsmen by the time he arrived at Sussex at the end of his Test career, and so electric would be his impact that, six years later, the south-coasters would have three Championship titles in the bag. The man they called Mushy was simply too good: the leading wicket-taker in the land for five years in a row from 2003, in all 478 wickets in 85 matches. Not to mention 289 wickets in 62 matches for Somerset in the mid-90s. But beyond the stats it was the artistry that turned him into a legend. Every variation in the leg-spinner’s locker was at hand, and with age came a wisdom that saw him, post-retirement, become a hugely popular part of the England national team’s coaching set-up before moving on to Pakistan’s backroom, a hero in both lands.



11 Courtney Walsh


Gloucestershire (1984-98)


FC: 184 matches, 2,581 runs at 14.33, 869 wickets at 20.01, 52 catches


LA: 175 matches, 837 runs at 9.96, 243 wickets at 21.04, 29 catches


[image: Illustration]


Look up ‘indefatigable’ in the dictionary and you’ll find a picture of Courtney Walsh. Not content with more than 30,000 deliveries and 519 Test wickets, the master fast bowler from Jamaica would send down another 50,000 in the domestic first-class game. There was not a pro batsman of any merit that Courtney didn’t account for at least once during his 11 years at Gloucestershire: all were familiar with his ability to switch from 80mph workhorse to 90mph steam train at the merest sniff of a breakthrough. In all, 1,112 wickets with white ball and red fell to him in county cricket, and as the man who saw most of them, Jack Russell, remarked: “In the early ’80s batsmen used to run to get their pads on at Bristol. Once Courtney arrived, they used to look like ghosts they were so terrified.”


12th man Bishan Bedi


Northamptonshire (1972-77)


FC: 110 matches, 1,002 runs at 11.13, 434 wickets at 20.89, 35 catches


LA: 53 matches, 173 runs at 6.92, 53 wickets at 28.03, 11 catches


By the time Bedi retired from first-class cricket in 1979, aged only 32, he had 1,560 wickets – more than any other Indian bowler. Throughout the decade, the man who had been a key component of India’s symphonic spin quartet entranced the Wantage Road faithful with perhaps the most classically beautiful left-arm orthodox action of them all. Bedi’s bowling was both an invitation and a trap, the flight and dip luring batsmen into fatal false shots. Coupled with his colourful gestures and forthright opinions, along with the patka he always wore, it ensured Bedi iconic status among the county’s supporters. He could not quite contribute that longed-for first Championship title, Northants finishing runners-up in 1976, but Bedi was to help bring home the Gillette Cup at Lord’s that same summer, when his innings-best 3-52 would have been even better had Lancashire’s David Hughes not assailed his final over for 26.



THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING TRIVIAL


Marcus Berkmann on the joy of picking a team of Test players whose fathers were vicars called Herbert, and other trifles


 


A few months ago, I went to stay with my friend Julian in Lincolnshire. Julian used to be a senior civil servant, and he has a mind like a stiletto. We were watching the semi-final of the Champions Trophy on Sky Sports. Pakistan’s exciting new fast bowler Rumman Raees came on to bowl.


I looked at Julian. I said the word “Raees” and then raised my eyebrow, as though to say: “What other cricketing relevance does that name have?”


It took him, at most, a second and a half to respond.


“The only Mohammad brother not to play Test cricket,” he said. I congratulated him.


“Do you know anybody else who would have got that?” asked Julian, with a big beaming grin all over his face.


I thought a moment. “Only two people. Steven Lynch of ESPNcricinfo, and my friend Richard, who lives in Hampshire.”


Later on, I emailed Richard to tell him of this conversation. He too used to be a senior civil servant, and he has a mind like a sabre. The following day he replied.


“By an astonishing coincidence,” he wrote, “I was looking at the Mohammad family yesterday morning just before the start of the game. I’d searched ‘Raees’ on Cricinfo to find out more about Rumman Raees and of course one thing led to another. When I found a Mohammad Raees, who played a single first-class match in the early 1970s for Pakistan International Airlines, I got to wondering whether I could think of any other pairs of cricketers who shared their names in reverse. Unfortunately I didn’t get very far because I was forced to start doing some work.”


I’m imagining him in his huge office, drinking incredibly strong coffee and asking his secretary to take dictation, while actually trying to think of cricketers who share their names in reverse. His email continued:
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“At a birthday lunch last Sunday, I profoundly impressed an Australian woman by knowing that Wally Grout’s full name was Arthur Theodore Wallace Grout. I promise you, it just came up in conversation.”


I have some very strange friends indeed.


Richard has sent me some wonderful emails over the years. He specialises in putting together cricket teams of players of the past with particular characteristics: all called Herbert, maybe, or Test players with fathers who were vicars, or, if he’s really in the mood, Test players whose fathers were vicars called Herbert. When he was working in the Home Office in the early 2000s, they moved to a vast and splendid new building in Marsham Street, Westminster. To be precise, it is three connected buildings. The home secretary of the time, David Blunkett, decided to run a competition to name the building. Richard suggested they should be called Hobbs, Hammond and Hutton. As he explains: “One of the most serious mistakes Mr Blunkett made in his time as home secretary was to reject my suggestion and instead to name the buildings Peel, Fry and Seacole after some ‘social reformers’.”


Julian specialises in sending me fiendish cricket quiz questions, which he has put together while pottering around on CricketArchive when he really should be finishing his forthcoming paper on early Windsor armchairs. “Which England fast bowler in the 21st century took 10 wickets in an Ashes Test match and was never picked again? Only one man has carried his bat three times in three completed innings in Tests. Who?” Sometimes he gives me the answer before I start gnawing off the handle of my umbrella with my teeth, and sometimes he doesn’t. (The answers are Andrew Caddick and Desmond Haynes.) Julian has analysed hundreds scored on Test debut by batting position, and concluded that you’re best off batting at No.2 (23 out of 101) or No.6 (22 out of 101) but definitely not at Nos.9 or 11 (0 out of 101). Here he is on August 5, 2016: “What do Shane Warne, Darren Gough, Harbhajan Singh, Nuwan Zoysa, Stuart Broad and Rangana Herath have in common? Answer: each has taken a hat-trick as a bowler in Tests and also been one of the batsmen dismissed in another Test hat-trick: Warne by Harbhajan, Gough by Warne (right), Harbhajan by Broad, Zoysa by Mohammad Sami, Broad by Peter Siddle (previous page) and Herath by Abdul Razzaq.” I’m guessing a lot of important work went undone on that day as well.


Psychiatrists might wonder why such intelligent men waste their valuable time on such rot and trivia, but I don’t. Julian and Richard are, in their different ways, two of the happiest men I know. I occasionally wonder whether I should introduce them, but I worry that their meeting would cause a vast rip in the space-time continuum and bring the end of the universe as we know it. The risks wouldn’t be just to me and my friendship with them both, but to all humankind.


Julian has recently made the acquaintance of Ms Fiona Crampin, granddaughter of Herbert Crampin, once a Grimsby trawler magnate and a keen cricket fan. All the Crampin Steam Fishing Company vessels, he has discovered, were named after cricketers with seven letters in their surnames. Over 25 years, from the 1930s to the 1950s, the Crampin trawlers were as follows: Pataudi, Bradman, Hammond, Statham, Trueman, Larwood, Jardine, Yardley, Barnett, Wellard, Padgett, Paynter, Leyland, Hendren, Gregory, Hassett, Pollard.


“A catholic selection, if a trifle odd,” he tells me, “caused by the requirement for sevenletteredness, the reason for which I have never deduced. Ms Crampin, though a splendid woman in so many ways, is surprisingly ignorant of her grandfather’s trawler-naming criteria.” Richard theorised that maybe Crampin preferred seven-lettered names because both of his own names had seven letters. All I know is that I’d rather talk about drivel like this than do almost anything else in the world.


But let’s face it: if you’re reading this book the chances are that you know your own Julian or Richard. You may even be able to spot him from time to time in the mirror. My girlfriend, who regards me for much of the time with bemused pity, has been known to mention Obsessive-Compulsive Disorder, or OCD. But the point is that people with OCD do not gain any pleasure from their pernicketiness. For them, it’s a terrible curse. If you’re David Beckham, you have to have 23 cans of Diet Pepsi in the fridge and hoover the carpet in straight lines, or the world falls apart. For Julian, Richard and me, we gain unimaginable pleasure from all this. Julian it was who once noticed that Alec Stewart was born on 8.4.63 and had scored 8,463 Test runs. I don’t know about you, but to me that single fact suggests that God might exist after all.


This article appeared in the 2017 winter edition of the Nightwatchman, the Wisden Cricket Quarterly which specialises in long-form articles from an array of international authors. The 2018 spring edition was published in March
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KEY


LHB – Left-hand batsman


RHB – Right-hand batsman


LB – Leg-break bowler


LF – Left-arm fast bowler


LFM – Left-arm fast-medium bowler


LM – Left-arm medium bowler


LMF – Left-arm medium-fast bowler


MVP – Denotes a player’s presence in the top 100 places of the 2017 Overall PCA MVP Rankings (the number next to ‘MVP’ denotes the player’s specific placing)


OB – Off-break bowler


R – 1,000 or more first-class runs in an English season (the number next to ‘R’ denotes how many times the player has achieved this feat)


RF – Right-arm fast bowler


RFM – Right-arm fast-medium bowler


RM – Right-arm medium bowler


RMF – Right-arm medium-fast bowler


SLA – Slow left-arm orthodox bowler


SLC – Slow left-arm Chinaman bowler


W – 50 or more first-class wickets in an English season (the number next to ‘W’ denotes how many times the player has achieved this feat)


WK – Wicketkeeper




* – Not-out innings (e.g. 137*)


(s) – A competition has been shared between two or more winners


C&G – Cheltenham & Gloucester Trophy (English domestic 50-over competition, 2001-2006)


CB40 – Clydesdale Bank 40 (English domestic 40-over competition, 2010-2012)


CC1/CC2 – County Championship Division One/Division Two


MCCU – Marylebone Cricket Club University


Pro40 – NatWest Pro40 (English domestic 40-over competition, 2005-09)


RL50 – Royal London One-Day Cup (English domestic 50-over competition, 2014-18)


UCCE – University Centre of Cricketing Excellence


YB40 – Yorkshire Bank 40 (English domestic 40-over competition, 2013)





NOTES: The statistics given for a player’s best batting and best bowling performance are limited to first-class cricket. If a field within a player’s career statistics is left blank then the record for that particular statistic is incomplete, e.g. there is no record for how many balls a player has faced in first-class cricket. An ‘-’ indicates that a particular statistic is inapplicable, e.g. a player has never bowled a ball in first-class cricket. All stats correct as of March 2, 2018
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DERBYSHIRE


TEAM PROFILE
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FORMED: 1870


HOME GROUND: The 3aaa County Ground, Derby


ONE-DAY NAME: Derbyshire Falcons


CAPTAIN: Billy Godleman (Championship and RL50), Gary Wilson (T20)


2017 RESULTS: CC2: 8/10; RL50: 7/9 North Group; T20: Quarter-finalists


HONOURS: Championship: 1936; Gillette/NatWest/C&G/FP Trophy: 1981; Benson & Hedges Cup: 1993; Sunday League: 1990




THE LOWDOWN


A modest 2017 peaked with a run to the T20 Blast quarter-finals, which paid immediate dividends on the appointment of John Wright as T20 coach. In the Championship, Derbyshire were hamstrung by form and fitness: promising paceman Will Davis and Hardus Viljoen, the South African Kolpak, managed only 10 games between them (38 wickets at 24.39). Wayne Madsen reserved his best for the Blast (526 runs), but three Championship wins were at least three more than they managed in 2016 and there were strong showings from emerging batsmen Alex Hughes and Luis Reece, in his first season since moving from Lancashire. Most exciting of all was off-spinner Hamidullah Qadri, who took 5-60 on his first-class debut at the age of 16. South Africa Test seamer Duanne Olivier, who is available for the first half of the season, will give the attack an extra edge alongside veteran West Indian Ravi Rampaul, while Kiwi left-arm spinner Mitchell Santner arrives in mid-summer for the Blast and remains until the end of the season. Shiv Thakor was sacked after he was found guilty of indecent exposure.





IN: Ravi Rampaul (Sur, Kolpak), Duanne Olivier (SA), Mitchell Santner (NZ)


OUT: Tom Taylor (Lei), Ben Cotton, Greg Cork, Rob Hemmings, Tom Milnes, Shiv Thakor, Tom Wood (all REL)
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DIRECTOR OF CRICKET: KIM BARNETT


A batsman for Derbyshire between 1979 and 1998, Barnett captained the club for more than a decade and played four Tests. In 2016 his first act as director of cricket was to launch a review of the coaching structure, with former opener Steve Stubbings returning as first XI support coach and John Wright appointed as the T20 coach. A former New Zealand and Derbyshire batsman, Wright won the IPL with Mumbai Indians in 2013 and immediately guided the Falcons to the quarter-finals of the Blast.
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Catches/Stumpings:


21 Smit (inc 3st), 17 Wilson, 15 Hughes, 14 Madsen, 7 Godleman, Hosein, Reece, 3 Mendis, Palladino, Slater 2 Critchley, Davis, Milnes, Podmore, Qadri, Tahir, 1 Taylor, Thakor, Viljoen


[image: Illustration]


[image: Illustration]


 


Catches/Stumpings:


8 Smit (inc 2st), 6 Hughes, 5 Madsen, 2 Godleman, Mendis, Thakor, 1 Milnes, Viljoen, Wilson (inc 1st)
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Catches/Stumpings:


10 Hughes, 9 Smit (inc 3st), 7 Madsen, Wilson, 6 Henry, Reece, 4 Godleman, 2 Brodrick, Critchley, Cotton, 1 Tahir, Viljoen



DURHAM


TEAM PROFILE
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FORMED: 1882


HOME GROUND: Emirates Riverside


T20 BLAST NAME: Durham Jets


CAPTAIN: Paul Collingwood (Championship), Tom Latham (RL50), TBC (T20)


2017 RESULTS: CC2: 9/10; RL50: 5/9 North Group; T20: 9/9 North Group


HONOURS: Championship: (3) 2008, 2009, 2013; Gillette/NatWest/C&G/FP Trophy: 2007; Pro40/National League/CB40/YB40/RL50: 2014




THE LOWDOWN


A storm continues to blow over the north-east. It began with Championship relegation in 2016 and a whopping 48-point deduction in return for a £3.8 million bail-out from the ECB. Then the talent drain: first Mark Stoneman and Scott Borthwick a year ago, now Graham Onions, Keaton Jennings and Paul Coughlin have also moved on. Meanwhile batsman Jack Burnham is serving a one-year ban for using recreational drugs. But if you would pick a man to weather a storm it would be 41-year-old Paul Collingwood, who goes into his 23rd season with Durham after a summer in which he oozed defiance: 1,000 first-class runs for the first time since 2005, a maiden T20 hundred, and top of the 50-over averages. There were other bright spots in the form of young batsmen Cameron Steel and Graham Clark. Experienced Melburnian paceman Nathan Rimmington arrives on a British passport and ex-skipper Will Smith returns to Chester-le-Street. South Africa batsman Aiden Markram is due for the first month and is then replaced by Kiwi opener Tom Latham, who will act as the 50-over captain.





IN: Will Smith (Ham), Nathan Rimmington (Aus, UK passport), Aiden Markram (SA), Tom Latham (NZ); OUT: Paul Coughlin (Not), Keaton Jennings, Graham Onions (both Lan), Usman Arshad, Adam Hickey (both REL)
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HEAD COACH: JON LEWIS


A solid opening batsman who made 16 first-class centuries with Essex and Durham, Lewis took over as head coach in June 2013 after Geoff Cook stepped down to recover from a heart attack, immediately leading the side to the County Championship title and then to victory in the One-Day Cup the following year. Lewis guided the club to their first T20 Finals Day in 2016.
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Catches/Stumpings:


30 Poynter, 23 Collingwood, 20 Richardson, 13 Jennings, 10 Clark, 9 Pringle, 5 Cook, Latham, Rushworth, 3 P Coughlin, Steel, 1 Burnham, Onions
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Catches/Stumpings:


6 Clark, Jennings, 5 Collingwood, Harding, 4 Poynter, Richardson, Rushworth, 3 P Coughlin, Weighell 2 Wood, 1 Cook, Pringle
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Catches/Stumpings:


9 Poynter (inc 3st), 7 Weighell, 5 Clark, Pringle, Richardson, 3 Burnham, Collingwood, Latham, Rushworth, 2 P Coughlin, Harte, Steel, 1 Arshad, Carse, Hickey, McCarthy



ESSEX


TEAM PROFILE
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FORMED: 1876


HOME GROUND: The Cloudfm County Ground, Chelmsford


ONE-DAY NAME: Essex Eagles


CAPTAIN: Ryan ten Doeschate


2017 RESULTS: CC1: Winners; RL50: Semi-finalists; T20: 8/9 South Group


HONOURS: Championship: (7) 1979, 1983, 1984, 1986, 1991, 1992, 2017; Gillette/NatWest/C&G/FP Trophy: (3) 1985, 1997, 2008; Benson & Hedges Cup: (2) 1979, 1998; Pro40/National League/CB40/YB40/RL50: (2) 2005, 2006; Sunday League: (3) 1981, 1984, 1985




THE LOWDOWN


Ten victories, no defeats, a winning margin of 72 points, county champions: even the Chelmsford faithful will have found it hard to grumble about that. But you can already hear the cry: “Don’t do a Middlesex!” That is the challenge for new coach Anthony McGrath. Jamie Porter and


Simon Harmer took 147 of the 247 wickets but cannot be expected to repeat those miracles. Will Harmer’s off-spin be as effective now that county batsmen have had a good look at him? In truth Essex are blessed with talent right through the team, with a fearsome top order of Cook, Browne, Lawrence, Westley, Bopara and ten Doeschate. They look primed for an assault on the One-Day Cup, winning seven out of nine last season and beaten only by Nottinghamshire’s extraordinary chase of 371 in the semi-final. Allrounder Matt Coles is a potential match-winning addition, while Peter Siddle will hand the overseas baton to the returning Neil Wagner in May. Aussie leg-spinner Adam Zampa has been recruited for the T20 Blast.





IN: Matt Coles (Ken), Peter Siddle (Aus), Neil Wagner (NZ), Adam Zampa (Aus, T20)


OUT: Kishen Velani (REL)
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HEAD COACH: ANTHONY MCGRATH


As assistant coach for the past two seasons, McGrath has helped deliver back-to-back titles in Division Two and Division One and now takes the reins after Chris Silverwood’s appointment as England bowling coach. McGrath previously spent a year on Yorkshire’s coaching staff following an 18-year playing career at Headingley in which he scored more than 23,000 runs and took 240 wickets in all formats. He played four Tests and 14 ODIs for England. Former Hampshire allrounder Dimitri Mascarenhas will be his assistant.
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Catches/Stumpings:


49 Foster (inc 1st), 16 Wheater (inc 2st), 15 Chopra, 13 A Cook, 11 Harmer, 10 Lawrence, 8 ten Doeschate, 7 Bopara, 6 Browne, 5 Westley, 4 Wagner, 2 Zaidi, 1 Amir, Porter, Quinn
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Catches/Stumpings:


8 Wheater (inc 3st), 6 Foster, Harmer, 4 Bopara, Westley, 3 Chopra, A Cook, ten Doeschate, Zaidi, 2 Walter, 1 Lawrence, Quinn
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Catches/Stumpings:


12 Foster (inc 2st), 5 Walter, 4 ten Doeschate, Zaidi, 3 Bopara, Harmer, Porter, 2 Chopra, Westley, Wheater, 1 Amir, Lawrence



GLAMORGAN


TEAM PROFILE
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FORMED: 1888


HOME GROUND: The SSE SWALEC, Cardiff


CAPTAIN: Michael Hogan (Championship), Colin Ingram (RL50 and T20)


2017 RESULTS: CC2: 7/10; RL50: 5/9 South Group; T20: Semi-finalists


HONOURS: Championship: (3) 1948, 1969, 1997; Pro40/National League/CB40/YB40/RL50: (2) 2002, 2004; Sunday League: 1993




THE LOWDOWN


Last year was just the second time Glamorgan had made it to T20 Finals Day – the first in 13 years – and only a narrow semi-final defeat to Birmingham Bears denied the county a shot at glory. That was the good news. In the Championship they were again woefully short of runs, with only the 22-year-old Nick Selman passing 700 for the season. Former captain Jacques Rudolph has retired and Will Bragg was forced to call time at the age of 31 due to illness. But Australian left-hander Shaun Marsh has signed for two years and forms a quartet of international cricketers upon whom much depends. South African Kolpak Colin Ingram – ‘Kingram’ to the locals – will lead the side in the shorter formats after another stunning season in limited-overs cricket, while the indefatigable Australian seamer Michael Hogan has taken on the Championship captaincy full time. Marchant de Lange, the South African quick, completes the set. But Glamorgan will need some of their Welsh protegés to kick on if they are to be a force this summer.





IN: Shaun Marsh (Aus)


OUT: Jacques Rudolph, Will Bragg (both RET)
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HEAD COACH: ROBERT CROFT


Croft took over from Toby Radford after the 2015 season. Within his 23 years as a Glamorgan player the off-spinner played 21 Tests and 50 ODIs between 1996 and 2001. He was given an MBE in 2013 for services to cricket after finally hanging up his boots with a record of 903 appearances, 1,175 first-class wickets and 51 five-wicket hauls. His former teammate Matthew Maynard has been appointed as a batting consultant after ending his three-year spell as Somerset’s director of cricket.
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Catches/Stumpings:


39 Cooke, 15 Selman, 12 Donald, 9 Cullen (inc 1st), 5 de Lange, Ingram, Salter, 4 Carlson, Hogan, Lloyd, 3 Carey, Rudolph, 2 Bragg, Meschede, Wagg, 1 Morgan, Murphy, Podmore
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Catches/Stumpings:


11 Cooke, 3 Ingram, 2 Bragg, de Lange, Hogan, Rudolph, 1 Carlson, Donald, Meschede
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Catches/Stumpings:


9 Donald, 7 Cooke, 6 Hogan, Miller, 5 de Lange, Ingram, 3 Meschede, Salter, 2 Carlson, Rudolph, Selman, 1 Carey, van der Gugten, Wagg



GLOUCESTERSHIRE


TEAM PROFILE
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FORMED: 1871


HOME GROUND: The Brightside Ground, Bristol


CAPTAIN: Chris Dent (Championship and RL50), TBC (T20)


2017 RESULTS: C2: 6/10; RL50: 7/9 South Group; T20: 9/9 South Group


HONOURS: Gillette/NatWest/C&G/FP Trophy: (5) 1973, 1999, 2000, 2003, 2004; Benson & Hedges Cup: (3) 1977, 1999, 2000; Pro40/National League/CB40/YB40/RL50: (2) 2000, 2015




THE LOWDOWN


Sixth in Division Two, seventh in their One-Day Cup section, bottom of their T20 Blast group: Gloucestershire’s saving grace in 2017 was Alfred the Gorilla, who won the T20 Finals Day mascot race for the second year running. White-ball cricket is normally the county’s strong suit but the batsmen were unable to back up a cast of savvy bowlers, among whom Benny Howell confirmed his status as one of the country’s leading one-day performers with a Blast economy-rate of just 5.75 – the best in the competition. Liam Norwell was far and away Gloucestershire’s best bowler in Championship cricket and will be supported by 26-year-old Australian seamer Daniel Worrall until July. Chris Dent, who captains the four-day and 50-over sides this summer, was alone in offering a steady flow of runs, although James Bracey, a 20-year-old Bristolian keeper-batsman, offered hope with 370 runs in six innings. Michael Klinger has retired from first-class cricket and his availability for the T20 Blast is in doubt after his wife was diagnosed with breast cancer. Jack Taylor will not bowl after receiving a ban for an illegal action – his third in five years.





IN: Ryan Higgins (Mid), Andrew Tye (Aus, T20), Daniel Worrall (Aus)


OUT: Brandon Gilmour, Patrick Grieshaber (both REL)
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HEAD COACH: RICHARD DAWSON


Dawson was appointed in early 2015 after gaining some coaching experience with Yorkshire’s Second XI and inspired Gloucestershire to win the One-Day Cup in his first season. A former Yorkshire and Gloucestershire off-spinner who played seven Tests, Dawson worked as a spin-bowling and one-day coach at Bristol following his retirement in 2011. Assistant coach Ian Harvey won six one-day trophies at the club between 1999 and 2003.
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Catches/Stumpings:


24 Roderick (inc 1st), 21 Mustard, 20 Hankins, 14 Bancroft, 12 Dent, 10 J Taylor, 6 Bracey, Noema-Barnett, Tavaré, 4 Norwell, 3 van Buuren, 2 Miles, 1 Liddle, Payne
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Catches/Stumpings:


7 Klinger, Mustard (inc 1st), 4 Dent, 2 Hankins, Howell, Miles, Noema-Barnett, Smith, J Taylor, 1 Cockbain, Norwell, M Taylor
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Catches/Stumpings:


9 Mustard (inc 1st), 8 Howell, Klinger, 7 J Taylor, 6 Smith, 4 Noema-Barnett, 3 Cockbain, Payne, M Taylor, 2 Perera, 1 Bancroft, Hankins, Liddle, van Buuren



HAMPSHIRE


TEAM PROFILE
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FORMED: 1863


HOME GROUND: The Ageas Bowl, Southampton


CAPTAIN: James Vince


2017 RESULTS: CC1: 5/8; RL50: 6/9 South Group; T20: Semi-finalists


HONOURS: Championship: (2) 1961, 1973; Gillette/NatWest/C&G/FP Trophy: (3) 1991, 2005, 2009; Benson & Hedges Cup: (2) 1988, 1992; Pro40/National League/CB40/YB40/RL50: 2012; Sunday League: (3) 1975, 1978, 1986; T20 Cup: (2) 2010, 2012




THE LOWDOWN


Last summer Hampshire narrowly avoided Championship relegation for the third season running. They will need to churn out some wins at the batter-friendly Ageas Bowl to avoid another dice with the drop; five of their seven home games were drawn last year. And more runs too, with no batsman averaging 40 or above in 2017. The capture of Sam Northeast was a coup and a reminder of the pulling power of top-tier cricket, while the arrival of Hashim Amla for the first three months of the season will help cover for George Bailey, who will not return because of family commitments. Led by the South African Kolpak paceman Kyle Abbott, the bowling looks strong. Fidel Edwards is primed for his fourth season at the club and allrounder Ian Holland – a Victorian with a British passport – signed a two-year contract after impressing last summer. England spinner Mason Crane will want to improve on last year’s haul of 16 wickets at 44.68. He was far more effective as part of a trio of Hampshire spinners who took the club to T20 Finals Day.





IN: Sam Northeast (Ken), Hashim Amla (SA)


OUT: Michael Carberry (Lei), Will Smith (Dur), George Bailey (Aus)
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FIRST-TEAM COACH: CRAIG WHITE


White was appointed in November 2016 to replace Dale Benkenstein. The former England and Yorkshire allrounder has been on the Hampshire staff since 2012, taking up the roles of assistant and bowling coach, and took charge for six Championship matches at the end of the 2016 season before he was appointed first-team coach on a full-time basis. White had a distinguished 17-year playing career which included 30 Tests and 51 ODIs.
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Catches/Stumpings:


31 McManus (inc 3st), 14 Adams, 13 Ervine, Vince, 9 Alsop, 7 Rossouw, 5 Bailey, Dawson, 3 Crane, 2 Berg, Carberry, 1 Abbott, Holland


[image: Illustration]


[image: Illustration]


 


Catches/Stumpings:


11 McManus (inc 3st), 4 Dawson, Ervine, 3 Bailey, Berg, 2 Abbott, Carberry, Vince, 1 Alsop, Crane, Edwards, Topley, Wood


[image: Illustration]


[image: Illustration]


 


Catches/Stumpings:


12 Vince, 7 Rossouw, 6 Berg, McManus (inc 3st), 5 Afridi, Bailey, Carberry, Wood, 4 Abbott, Dickinson (inc 2st), Ervine, 3 Crane, 2 Alsop, Dawson, 1 Topley



KENT


TEAM PROFILE
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FORMED: 1870


HOME GROUND: The Spitfire Ground, Canterbury


ONE-DAY NAME: Kent Spitfires


CAPTAIN: Sam Billings


2017 RESULTS: CC2: 5/10; RL50: 9/9 South Group; T20: 6/9 South Group


HONOURS: Championship: (7) 1906, 1909, 1910, 1913, 1970, 1977(s), 1978; Gillette/NatWest/C&G/FP Trophy: (2) 1967, 1974; Pro40/National League/CB40/RL50: 2001; Benson & Hedges Cup: (3) 1973, 1976, 1978; Sunday League: (4) 1972, 1973, 1976, 1995; T20 Cup: 2007




THE LOWDOWN


All change please – although the courtesies weren’t obvious in the case of Sam Northeast, Kent’s former captain and premier batsman, who joined Hampshire after being told that he would be reconsidered for the captaincy only if he signed a contract extension. Sam Billings will lead the side in all formats despite intermittent Championship appearances over the last two seasons due to England and IPL commitments. Paul Downton has filled the new role of director of cricket while outgoing CEO Jamie Clifford is replaced by operations manager Ben Green. It remains to be seen whether such profound change can shake Kent from their stupor of mediocrity which has left the county trophy-less for a decade and marooned in Division Two since 2010. Losing allrounder Matt Coles is a big blow and support is needed for the extraordinary Darren Stevens, who took 62 wickets at 18.08 last summer and turns 42 in April. The outstanding form of Joe Denly and emergence of Sean Dickson augur well, and South African batsman Heino Kuhn has been signed on a Kolpak deal to play in all formats (subject to a visa). Daniel Bell-Drummond will want to do justice to his potential after scoring no first-class hundreds in 2017.





IN: Heino Kuhn (SA, Kolpak)


OUT: Matt Coles (Ess), Sam Northeast (Ham), Adam Ball, Hugh Bernard, Charlie Hartley (all REL)
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HEAD COACH: MATT WALKER


Walker was assistant coach to Jimmy Adams before his promotion ahead of the 2017 season, having previously worked with Essex and England Lions. As a left-handed batsman, he scored nearly 20,000 runs for Kent and Essex between 1992 and 2011, including 275 not out against Somerset in 1996 – the fourth-highest score by a Kent batsman. A year after being announced as assistant coach, former South Africa fast bowler Allan Donald is finally able to fulfil the role after being granted a work permit.
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Catches/Stumpings:


27 Rouse (inc 1st), 14 Gidman, 12 Billings, Coles, 10 Bell-Drummond, 9 Dickson, 8 Denly, 5 Northeast, Tredwell, 3 Crawley, 2 Qayyum, Stevens, 1 Claydon, Harris, Milne, Shah, Weatherley
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Catches/Stumpings:


6 Bell-Drummond, 5 Billings, Denly, Rouse, Stevens, 3 Northeast, Tredwell, 2 Harris, 1 Coles, Dickson, Parnell, Thomas
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Catches/Stumpings:


11 Blake, 9 Billings (inc 2st), 6 Bell-Drummond, 4 Neesham, Northeast, Qayyum, 3 Coles, 2 Claydon, Denly, Tredwell, 1 Haggett, Milne, Stevens



LANCASHIRE


TEAM PROFILE
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FORMED: 1864


HOME GROUND: Emirates Old Trafford, Manchester


ONE-DAY NAME: Lancashire Lightning


CAPTAIN: Liam Livingstone


2017 RESULTS: CC1: 2/8; RL50: 4/9 North Group; T20: 7/9 North Group


HONOURS: Championship: (9) 1897, 1904, 1926, 1927, 1928, 1930, 1934, 1950(s), 2011; Gillette/NatWest/C&G/FP Trophy: (7) 1970, 1971, 1972, 1985, 1990, 1996, 1998; Benson & Hedges Cup: (4) 1984, 1990, 1995, 1996; Pro40/National League/CB40/YB40/RL50: 1999; Sunday League: (4) 1969, 1970, 1989, 1998; T20 Cup: 2015




THE LOWDOWN


There are no prizes for the best of the rest but Lancashire looked a tough Championship outfit last summer. In Liam Livingstone, the new captain, the club has one of the most exciting talents in the country – although England are already all over him. Opener Alex Davies broke through with three Championship hundreds, becoming the first Lancashire wicketkeeper to pass 1,000 first-class runs in a season. Coupled with the arrival of Keaton Jennings, it means that Haseeb Hameed will face stiff competition for an opener’s slot. Shiv Chanderpaul was as adhesive as ever and signed a one-year extension that will take him past his 44th birthday. Leg-spinner Matthew Parkinson looks to have supplanted Simon Kerrigan as the frontline spinner. The pace attack, so strong in recent seasons, is in transition. Zimbabwean Kyle Jarvis has left after cutting his Kolpak ties to return to international cricket and Ryan McLaren has gone back to South Africa. But those holes are neatly filled by Australian seamer Joe Mennie – a rare example of an overseas player who will stay from spring to autumn – and the veteran Graham Onions, recruited from Durham.





IN: Keaton Jennings, Graham Onions (both Dur), Joe Mennie (Aus), James Faulkner (Aus, T20)


OUT: Luke Procter (Nor), Kyle Jarvis (REL)
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HEAD COACH: GLEN CHAPPLE


Chapple stepped into the breach at the beginning of last year following Ashley Giles’s decision to return to his native Warwickshire. He took 1,373 wickets in 664 appearances during a 23-year playing career at Old Trafford which ended in 2016 and captained the club to the Championship title in 2011. Former Lancashire and England bowler Paul Allott has been appointed director of cricket, while Andrew Flintoff has joined the Lancashire board.
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Catches/Stumpings:


48 Davies (inc 6st), 13 Vilas, 12 Livingstone, 6 Croft, Hameed, McLaren, 5 Parry, 3 Anderson, Buttler, Chanderpaul, Jarvis, Jones, 1 Bailey, Kerrigan, Mahmood, Parkinson, Procter
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Catches/Stumpings:


10 Davies (inc 2st), 6 Parry, 5 Livingstone, 3 Anderson, Vilas, 2 Brown, Kerrigan, McLaren, 1 Croft, Hameed, Jarvis
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Catches/Stumpings:


11 Buttler (inc 5st), 9 Livingstone, 8 Croft, 6 Lilley, 3 Clark, Parry, 2 Khan, McLaren, Vilas, 1 Bailey, Parkinson



LEICESTERSHIRE


TEAM PROFILE
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FORMED: 1879


HOME GROUND: Fischer County Ground, Leicester


ONE-DAY NAME: Leicestershire Foxes


CAPTAIN: Michael Carberry


2017 RESULTS: CC2: 10/10; RL50: 6/9 North Group; T20: Quarter-finalists


HONOURS: Championship: (3) 1975, 1996, 1998; Benson & Hedges Cup: (3) 1972, 1975, 1985; Sunday League: (2) 1974, 1977; T20 Cup: (3) 2004, 2006, 2011




THE LOWDOWN


No wins, five draws, nine defeats: Leicestershire would have finished bottom of Division Two even if they had been spared a 16-point disciplinary deduction in April. Durham, who began the season with a 48-point handicap, finished 23 points above them. The hard-nosed Pierre de Bruyn resigned as head coach less than a year into the job, with the hot potato now in the hands of Leicester legend Paul Nixon. Rapid improvement is required in all disciplines. Mark Cosgrove aside, only one frontline batsman averaged above 30. Ben Raine led the attack heroically but now shoulders a heavy burden after the departure of Clint McKay. Michael Carberry, appointed captain in all formats, adds experience to the top order, though he has been short on form. The ray of light is the spirited 21-year-old slow left-armer Callum Parkinson. Leicestershire sprung a surprise by signing Pakistan seamers Mohammad Abbas (27) and Sohail Khan (33) to share the overseas spot, while also recruiting experienced Afghan allrounder Mohammad Nabi for the T20 Blast. Will Fazakerley retired aged 19 to pursue another career.





IN: Michael Carberry (Ham), Ateeq Javid (War), Tom Taylor (Der), Mohammad Abbas, Sohail Khan (both Pak), Mohammad Nabi (Afg, T20)


OUT: Clint McKay (REL), Will Fazakerley (RET)
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HEAD COACH: PAUL NIXON


Leicestershire have gone back to the boot room by appointing Nixon, the former England wicketkeeper who has lived in Leicester for 30 years and won two Championship titles in the 1990s. “I think the guys just need a little bit of love,” he said. Nixon has won the Caribbean Premier League twice as coach of Jamaica Tallawahs. His assistant John Sadler moves up from the second XI, while new bowling coach Matt Mason has been lured from his native Worcestershire.
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Catches/Stumpings:


24 Hill (inc 2st), 16 Eckersley, 11 Dearden, 8 Horton, 5 Klein, 3 Parkinson, 2 Ackermann, Ali, Dexter, McKay, Sayer, 1 Carberry, Cosgrove, Evans, Jones, Pettini, Pillans, Raine, Shahzad, Wells
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Catches/Stumpings:


8 Hill (inc 1st), 3 Ali, Cosgrove, Eckersley, Griffiths, Pettini, 2 McKay, Sayer, Wells, 1 Delport
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Catches/Stumpings:


12 Ronchi (inc 4st), Wells, 7 Ackermann, Hill, 4 Delport, McKay, 3 Ali, Griffiths, Parkinson, 2 Cosgrove, Eckersley, Klein, Pillans



MIDDLESEX


TEAM PROFILE
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FORMED: 1864


HOME GROUND: Lord’s Cricket Ground, London


CAPTAIN: Dawid Malan


2017 RESULTS: CC1: 7/8; RL50: 8/9 South Group; T20: 7/9 South Group


HONOURS: Championship: (13) 1903, 1920, 1921, 1947, 1949(s), 1976, 1977(s), 1980, 1982, 1985, 1990, 1993, 2016; Gillette/NatWest/C&G/FP Trophy: (4) 1977, 1980, 1984, 1998; Benson & Hedges Cup: (2) 1983, 1986; Sunday League: 1992; T20 Cup: 2008




THE LOWDOWN


County Championship winners in 2016, relegated in 2017. But a poor season deserves context: Middlesex finished just three points off fourth place. The winter has brought only one major change, with Dawid Malan appointed captain across all formats, though his England commitments will often leave the team in the hands of new vice-captain Sam Robson. What compounded last year’s disappointment was the modest showings in white-ball cricket, a recurrent theme for a decade now. The hiring of specialist T20 coach Daniel Vettori has yet to reap dividends, with Brendon McCullum and Eoin Morgan both struggling for form last summer. Morgan, who last played a first-class match in July 2015, hopes to return to Championship action this summer. Middlesex could do with his runs; Nick Gubbins made 1,000 runs fewer than in 2016, while Nick Compton’s travails continued. The pace attack is strong, although Steven Finn and Toby Roland-Jones are returning from winter injuries. Much is expected of 23-year-old fast bowler Tom Helm and 20-year-old batsman Max Holden, who earned the nickname of Mini Chef (think Alastair Cook) while on loan at Northants last year.





IN: (none)


OUT: Ryan Higgins (Glo)




[image: Illustration]


HEAD COACH: RICHARD SCOTT


Scott goes into his ninth season as head coach under scrutiny, despite overseeing the Championship triumph in 2016. An immediate return to Division One is expected. Scott had an eight-year county career with Hampshire and Gloucestershire – as well as turning out for Middlesex Second XI, whom he coached for two seasons before his promotion to the top role in 2009. Former New Zealand spinner Daniel Vettori signed a three-year contract as the county’s specialist T20 coach in December 2016.
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Catches/Stumpings:


54 Simpson (inc 1st), 15 Rayner, 12 Voges, 11 Eskinazi, 10 Robson, 6 Finn, 5 Compton, 4 Franklin, Malan, Stirling, 2 Helm, Murtagh, Roland-Jones, 1 Harris, Patel
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Catches/Stumpings:


12 Simpson (1st), 6 Voges, 4 Helm, 2 Gubbins, Higgins, 1 Compton, Finn, Franklin, Malan, Roland-Jones


[image: Illustration]


[image: Illustration]


 


Catches/Stumpings:


9 Morgan, 8 Simpson, 7 Southee, 6 Higgins, Malan, 5 Franklin, McCullum, Sowter, 3 Stirling, 2 Finn, Scott, 1 Eskinazi, Gubbins, Helm, Podmore, Roland-Jones, Voges



NORTHAMPTONSHIRE


TEAM PROFILE
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FORMED: 1878


HOME GROUND: County Ground, Northampton


ONE-DAY NAME: Northamptonshire Steelbacks


CAPTAIN: Alex Wakely


2017 RESULTS: CC2: 3/10; RL50: 8/9 North Group; T20: 6/9 North Group


HONOURS: Gillette/NatWest/C&G/FP Trophy: (2) 1976, 1992; Benson & Hedges Cup: 1980; T20 Cup: (2) 2013, 2016




THE LOWDOWN


Northants won nine Championship games in 2017 – and still missed out on promotion. Ultimately they were separated from second-placed Nottinghamshire by the five-point penalty incurred for a slow over-rate at, ironically, Trent Bridge. This should not cloud a hugely encouraging Championship campaign. Five seamers took more than 30 wickets at an average in the low-20s. Runs were also spread evenly. The T20 campaign was a failure by the county’s high standards, the Steelbacks falling one victory short of making the quarter-finals. The club have signed two established cricketers in Ben Hutton and Luke Procter, and Sri Lankan spinner Seekkuge Prasanna returns for the T20 Blast. Kiwi allrounder Doug Bracewell will cover for Rory Kleinveldt until May. Ben Duckett’s misdemeanour on the Lions’ winter tour seem to have frozen his England prospects, which is to Northants’ gain, although he will miss the start of the season with a finger injury. The effervescent Muhammad Azharullah has departed after four seasons in which he has been a key member of two T20-winning sides.





IN: Brett Hutton (Not), Luke Procter (Lan), Doug Bracewell (NZ), Seekkuge Prasanna (SL, T20), Ricardo Vasconcelos (SA, Portugese passport)


OUT: Muhammad Azharullah (REL), David Murphy (RET)
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HEAD COACH: DAVID RIPLEY


A Northamptonshire stalwart, Ripley led the club to their maiden T20 title in 2013 – their first trophy in two decades – and repeated the trick in 2016. In a 17-year playing career Ripley scored over 10,000 runs for the county with more than 1,000 dismissals as a wicketkeeper. After retiring in 2001, he became Northants Second XI coach before his promotion in 2012. David Sales, the former captain who scored more than 22,000 runs for Northants, has been appointed batting coach.
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Catches/Stumpings:


21 Rossington (inc 2st), 16 Duckett, 15 Murphy (inc 3st), 14 Wakely, 12 Levi, 8 Kleinveldt, 5 Keogh, 4 Buck, Holden, 3 Cobb, Hughes, Sanderson, 2 Crook, Kerrigan, Procter, 1 Azharullah, Gleeson, Murphy, Newton


[image: Illustration]


[image: Illustration]


 


Catches/Stumpings:


4 Rossington, Wakely, 3 White, 1 Cobb, Crook, Duckett, Gleeson, Keogh, Newton
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Catches/Stumpings:


10 Rossington (inc 1st), 5 Crook, Wakely, 4 Cobb, 3 Duckett, 2 Gleeson, Keogh, Kleinveldt, Zaib, 1 Azharullah, Levi, White



NOTTINGHAMSHIRE


TEAM PROFILE
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FORMED: 1841


HOME GROUND: Trent Bridge, Nottingham


ONE-DAY NAME: Notts Outlaws


CAPTAIN: Steven Mullaney (Championship and RL50), Dan Christian (T20)


2017 RESULTS: CC2: 2/10; RL50: Winners; T20: Winners


HONOURS: County Championship: (6) 1907, 1929, 1981, 1987, 2005, 2010; Gillette/NatWest/C&G/FP Trophy: 1987; Pro40/National League/CB40/YB40/RL50: (2) 2013, 2017; Benson & Hedges Cup: 1989; Sunday League: 1991; T20 Cup: 2017




THE LOWDOWN


The biggest challenge for Notts will be to return from seventh heaven onto terra firma after a season which brought both limited-overs trophies and Championship promotion. Their white-ball campaigns were catapulted by a devastating top order – particularly in 50-over cricket, where there were eight hundreds by six batsmen. By contrast it was the bowlers who fired in the Championship, with seven taking 16 wickets or more at less than 30. The common thread across all formats was a depth in resources – as well as golden summers for Samit Patel and Riki Wessels. Wicketkeeper Tom Moores, son of head coach Peter, has big boots to fill following the retirement of Chris Read, who is succeeded as captain by Steven Mullaney, with Dan Christian continuing as T20 skipper. Alex Hales has signed a deal to play white-ball cricket only. Chris Nash replaces Michael Lumb, forced to retire last season due to injury, and Paul Coughlin fills the allrounder’s spot vacated by Brett Hutton. Kiwi spinner Ish Sodhi plays in the Blast and his compatriot Ross Taylor is available until late June. Luke Fletcher has been cleared to bowl after a horrific head injury suffered last July.
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