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“I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son.”


JOHN 14:13 NIV
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Introduction


Jesus said we can do all that he did in his ministry on earth and even more if we believe in him. This is no small statement! Jesus performed large displays of God’s power through miracles, signs, and wonders. We were never meant to stay small in prayer or in faith. When Jesus said whatever you ask, it included the big, bold prayers that would be impossible to accomplish on our own.


As you read these Scriptures, short devotions, and prayers, pray in Jesus’ name with faith! Take him at his word and ask for greater things. Grow bold in the way you ask him to move in your life and in the world around you. He loves to save, heal, comfort, and amaze.


We catch a glimpse of the glory and goodness of God through answered prayer. He has not stopped moving in power, so let’s keep asking him to show up in wonderful ways.






January


The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power and produces wonderful results.


JAMES 5:16 NLT








JANUARY 1


Sing Praise


It is good to proclaim your unfailing love in the morning,


your faithfulness in the evening.


PSALM 92:2 NLT


Without an agenda, give thanks to the Lord today. How has he been good to you? How have you witnessed his strong mercy in your life? Pour out your praises to him. Let your heart swell with wonder as you remember how faithful he has been. His unfailing love has not left you yet, and it never will. Proclaim it over your day, your family, your life. His unfailing love covers you all the days of your life.


Thank you, Jesus, for everything you have blessed me with. Your mercy has been evident in my life from my first breath, and it will continue to remain until my last. You have always been faithful to me, and I am so grateful for your unfailing love. I praise you today because you are worthy of being praised with my every breath.





JANUARY 2


All Generations


This forever-song I sing of the gentle love of God!


Young and old alike will hear about your faithful, steadfast love—never failing!


PSALM 89:1 TPT


God is constant in compassion, and full of second chances. In fact, he doesn’t put a limit on his mercy at all. It is never failing, never ending, and powerful to save. Why would we hide our joy when he is the pure delight of our lives? He is too marvelous for words, yet we shouldn’t stop declaring his goodness to all who will listen.


Jesus, I will sing about your goodness. The song of my heart overflows to the melody on my lips. You are wonderful. You are glorious! You are full of love that never ends. Your everlasting kindness is my assurance and my strength. You do not leave even one of your loved ones behind. You are the God who leaves the ninety-nine on the path of life to rescue the one who has gone astray.





JANUARY 3


A Big List


Let all that I am praise the LORD;


may I never forget the good things he does for me.


PSALM 103:2 NLT


The person who wrote this Bible verse was thankful for everything that God had given him. He was thankful for little things like flowers, surprise gifts, and quiet mornings, as well as big things like healing, relationships, and forgiveness of sin. Remember to praise God for all these wonderful things today.


With my whole heart I thank you, most wonderful Jesus. I will praise you forever for each thing you have given me. Through all you have blessed me with, you have shown me unconditional love. A love that is never failing, even when I think it is so. I pray I never listen to the lies that say you do not love me. Not only have you died for me, but you have also given me everlasting life. For these gifts, I must praise your name forever more!





JANUARY 4


Changed Heart


“I say to you, love your enemies.


Pray for those who hurt you.”


MATTHEW 5:44 NCV


It is not easy to love your enemies. Jesus did not command that we tolerate our enemies or peacefully avoid them, but that we actually change our hearts to love them. The way we can do this is by actively praying for them. When we genuinely pray to God, our hearts begin to soften and change. We are invested in that for which we are praying. We were Christ’s enemies when we were outside of grace. He suffered the cross for our sake because he loves us. Now, in response to that unimaginable love, we are told to love others including our enemies.


Jesus, you have forgiven me, so who am I to not forgive others? Help me to soften my heart toward my enemies. Remind me to continuously pray for them, so that I may love them in the best way possible. Do not let me be a coward; help me build courage to face my enemies but to do so in gracious love.





JANUARY 5


A Clear Guide


The LORD has told you what is good,


and this is what he requires of you:


to do what is right, to love mercy,


and to walk humbly with your God.


MICAH 6:8 NLT


Fortunately, as Christians, we don’t have to question what God requires of us. He has written it in the Bible. We have a plan book that shows us the way and gives us specific instructions on how to live right, love mercy, and walk with God. Any time we question the right thing for us to do, we can search the Scriptures and find the answer.


You are the living Word, Jesus. Thank you for your example and for what you have taught me through the Scriptures. I now know how to live my life. What you have taught me is locked in my head; please let it be brought to my heart, so that I may truly live the way you have intended for me.





JANUARY 6


Delicate Balance


Set your minds on the things that are above,


not on the things that are on earth.


COLOSSIANS 3:2 NASB


Isn’t creation incredible? Isn’t God’s handiwork infinitely glorious? Our world is dazzling in its beauty, bursting with opportunity, and dizzying in its variety. It’s also a tremendous distraction. We can get so caught up in our own possessions and problems, and in the vast wonders God supplied to the earth, we fail to remember the Supplier. Instead of being grateful for our homes, we become proud and possessive. The purpose we get from our worldly tasks can morph into obsession. Treating our bodies with respect can veer us into vanity. Remember, none of these earthly things define us. Only the Lord does that. Let him, and his love, be all that consumes us.


Dear Jesus, I am thankful for your earthly creation. You have shown me wondrous beauty, and I have seen small snippets of you here on earth. I ask that you would not let me stray from your heavenly beauty. Do not let me be distracted by earthly desires but fill my heart with only desires of love for you and your kingdom.





JANUARY 7


Description of Glory


All around him was a glowing halo, like a rainbow shining in the clouds on a rainy day. This is what the glory of the LORD looked like to me. When I saw it, I fell face down on the ground, and I heard someone’s voice speaking to me.


EZEKIEL 1:28 NLT


When we finally meet Jesus face to face, we might have a different way to describe what he looks like, but Ezekiel’s description is pretty magnificent. The human language is limited, yet we need to appreciate the beauty of descriptions. It is true that Jesus is our hope for the future; he is like that promise represented by a rainbow on a rainy day. Yes, he is our friend, but he is also the King of kings, and he is worthy to be worshipped.


What a beautiful God you are. There is no one like you. I have only a few words to describe the relationship between us. You are my friend. You are my family. You are my creator. You are my redeemer. You are my God. How delightful that I can choose to have this relationship with you! You have given me free will and with it, I choose you.





JANUARY 8


A Gift


LORD, every morning you hear my voice.


Every morning, I tell you what I need,


and I wait for your answer.


PSALM 5:3 NCV


Every time our sun has moved its way over the horizon line into our skies, it can be defined as one thing: a gift. It doesn’t matter what season it is, or if those skies are cloudy, full of storms, crystal clear, or speckled with fluffy white marshmallows. When our eyes flutter upon that first light, God himself is there holding the gift. Anticipation is full. Let the beauty of this sink into your heart for a moment. The God of the universe is presenting you with extraordinary gifts. What do you need?


You have always reminded me of the warm sun. Maybe it is because you fill my soul with warmth, and you have brought me to the light. Whatever the reason may be, I know that even during a cloudy day or a season of hardship, you are there. The sun is always there.  You are constant.  While I wait for the clouds to disappear, let me continue to ask you for my needs but don’t let me forget to worship your goodness.





JANUARY 9


Good Father


“Don’t worry. For your Father cares deeply


about even the smallest detail of your life.”


MATTHEW 10:30-31 TPT


Worry is a thief, and this generation is being robbed blind. Do you realize what is being stolen from you? The smallest moments as a whole make up your life. When you succumb to worry, you lose your life. But you do not have to live in the poverty of worry. You serve an all-powerful, all-knowing God who cares so deeply for those small moments. He wants to tend to the moments that are being stolen by anxiety and redeem them. He can change all those circumstances that are haunting you.


I know you have heard my worries and have seen my anxiety. It is so easy to get caught up in my thoughts and emotions. Jesus, please wipe away all of my fears and ease my anxieties. Guide my mind to thoughts of you, so that I may live in constant joy.  I want to remember  that at the end of the day all that matters is loving you.





JANUARY 10


A King’s Dream


Daniel replied, “There are no wise men, enchanters, magicians, or fortune-tellers who can reveal the king’s secret.


But there is a God in heaven who reveals secrets, and he has shown King Nebuchadnezzar what will happen in the future.


Now I will tell you your dream and the visions you saw as you lay on your bed.”


DANIEL 2:27-28 NLT


Daniel could have presented himself as some kind of skillful mind reader, but he gave all the glory to God. He could have used his gift of interpretation to make himself great in the king’s palace, but with sincerity of heart he directed the king toward the one true God who knows all things. There are times when you might be tempted to take the glory for yourself. Remember who gave you your gifts and allow your accomplishments to point toward the magnificence of your God.


Pride is a deadly sin. Jesus, I want to be more like your loving servant Daniel. Rid me of my pride. I want to give you all of the glory, so when I am sitting before you on judgment day there are no secrets to be revealed. Everything that has been done within me, the praise belongs to you. Everything that is good is because of you. All glory to you, Jesus!





JANUARY 11


Written Words


As soon as I pray, you answer me;


you encourage me by giving me strength.


PSALM 138:3 NLT


The written word is mostly digital these days which makes it very efficient to get your thoughts down. But there is something almost sacred about using your hands to write—the way scribes would have done for the kings. Consider this Psalm and how you might have written a prayer of gratitude. What, or who, do you have to be thankful for in your life?


Jesus, you are always here with me. When I wake up, I see your light coming through the cracks in the curtain. The blankets remind me of your warm embrace. I sit up and feel your strength within me. My feet touch the floor, and a cool excitement runs through my body—another day closer to eternity with you. In every way, you are with me today. When I speak, you listen. When I ask, you answer. That’s when I realize I have you to be thankful for everything.





JANUARY 12


A New Song


He put a new song in my mouth,


a song of praise to our God.


PSALM 40:3 ESV


Since the beginning of time, songs have been written. One could assume that every topic has been covered: sorrow, heartache, hope, joy, healing—the list goes on. With the millions of songs written, could there truly be a new song? God’s knowledge and wisdom are unmeasurable, and no created being will ever fully grasp the depth of his persona even if they have walked with him for their entire life. So there is always something new to sing about him!


Jesus, thank you for the gift of music! There are billions of songs here on earth. But I cannot wait to sing your praises in heaven with your choir of angels, where I am sure the song of praise is much more glorious. As I wait for this day to come, I continue to glorify you through music!





JANUARY 13


New Thing


“Behold, I am doing a new thing;


now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?


I will make a way in the wilderness


and rivers in the desert.”


ISAIAH 43:19 ESV


The prophet Isaiah recorded many of God’s reminders to the people of Israel. They readily forgot his miracles and abandoned his ways, so he constantly reminded them of who he was and what he had down for them, proving that he was worthy of their praise and worship. When we were all lost to sin with no hope of redemption, God sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to make a way for us: a way in the wilderness. This is the “new thing” he was doing.


Just like a father must constantly remind his children what is right and wrong, you are doing the same for me. I am your child, and you are my Father. I am sorry that you always have to capture my attention because it is drawn elsewhere. Without you, my mind would forever be lost in a daze. Thank you for saving me and for making the impossible possible.





JANUARY 14


Risk-Taker


Your word is a lamp to guide my feet


and a light for my path.


PSALM 119:105 NLT


There will be opportunities that arise that might be surprising to us. We might suddenly be presented with something that feels kind of terrifying. We view it as an opportunity because we see the benefit in it somewhere along the way. Stepping through the unknown takes courage, and courage isn’t always readily available. Through the power of prayer, we come to the point where our hearts feel the peace we’ve been looking for. That makes the task of accepting the opportunity much easier.


I am a scared little child and I need you. Dear Jesus, please give me the strength and courage to do what you ask of me. Help me decipher whether it is your will or if I am being deceived. Guide me in prayer so that each step I take is one step closer to you. Give me assistance with choosing the narrow path because I know that is where I will find you.





JANUARY 15


Song of David


My heart is confident in you, O God;


no wonder I can sing your praises with all my heart!


PSALM 108:1 NLT


The Psalms communicate the highs and lows of life: the mountaintops and valleys. This Psalm is a mountaintop moment. These are the moments you feel self-assured, confident of what lies ahead, and optimistic for the future—you almost boast about it! Embrace these moments and celebrate with enthusiasm. If you can’t celebrate for yourself today, celebrate for someone else.


Jesus, you know when I need these moments the most. When I’m just about to give up, you give me a split second of hope, and it fills my soul. I pray that I continue to devote my life to you, so I can experience more of these moments. I know that I am imperfect and fall short, but I also know when I do, I can count on you to give me a glimpse of your heavenly promises, and I will instantly get back up again.





JANUARY 16


Warm Welcome


Accept one another, then,


just as Christ accepted you,


in order to bring praise to God.


ROMANS 15:7 NIV


Have you ever met someone and immediately felt a connection? Maybe you were drawn to their personality and a friendship was born. We all have our natural friendships. We don’t have to be best friends with everyone we meet because the truth of it is, we won’t be. But what if, despite our differences, we still accepted all those we come in contact with?


Graciously, you have given me many of these connections. I am so thankful for them. They are a great reminder of what my relationship with you should look like. I want a natural friendship with you, Jesus. Give me strength to have an equal relationship between those I do not feel this natural connection with and my friends that I do. Please help me encourage others to do the same, and to love everyone just as you have loved me.





JANUARY 17


Way Out


How long must I struggle with anguish in my soul,


with sorrow in my heart every day?


PSALM 13:2 NLT


One of the hardest realities of life is that we can’t escape suffering. There is no easy fix to a heart or mind that has been broken or wounded in some way. You may be able to relate to an experience where you have felt sorrow in your heart every day. During those times of struggle, you desperately want a way out. It’s important to cry out to God and acknowledge that you are totally dependent on him for help. Keep hoping and praying; he is a God that can be trusted.


A hard reality is knowing I can’t escape suffering; an even harder reality is realizing that my suffering is good. It is what makes me understand that I am human, and I quite literally cannot do anything without the help of my Savior. It is what has and will continue to save me. The only way you saved me was by suffering, Jesus. Thank you!





JANUARY 18


Abba


You did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear. Instead, you received the Spirit of adoption, by whom we cry out, “Abba, Father!” The Spirit himself testifies together with our spirit that we are God’s children.


ROMANS 8:15-16 CSB


Abba. It’s the Aramaic word used for Father. Used by children and adults alike, the word drips with intimacy. Using it shows familiarity, vulnerability, and a deep sense of trust. Do these words seem foreign to you when referring to God? Some of us grew up with very rigid fathers: relationships void of the words above. Others grew up in a stoic and rigid religion, without the warm familiarity of a loving, kind father. By simply saying in prayer, “My Father!” the Holy Spirit unlocks a level of intimacy with God. Try praying this way, and rest in the care you receive from your loving, kind Father.


Father, you are loving. You are trustworthy. You make me feel beautiful. I am thankful for my earthly father who helped me understand what my relationship with you should look like. You are a Father to those who need one and to those who already have one. It is astonishing to learn from a perfect Father.





JANUARY 19


Abundance Follows


Good planning and hard work lead to prosperity,


but hasty shortcuts lead to poverty.


PROVERBS 21:5 NLT


If lists, calendars, and flowcharts rule our days, verses like this one are great news. If we love making plans, it’s affirming to read that it’s pleasing to God and leads us to prosperity. However, plan with care. Without prayer and remaining close to God’s will, we can run ahead of him—and end up lost.


While spontaneity is desirable, it is almost always better to plan. I know that planning is the best way to be prepared for anything; just like you told me to be prepared for your coming even if I do not know the day or hour, Jesus. I ask to do the same with all things in life: to be prepared even if things don’t happen according to my plans. I know that you have a plan for me, and it will always be far greater than the plans I have.





JANUARY 20


Acceptable Speech


Let the words of my mouth


and the meditation of my heart


be acceptable to you,


O LORD, my rock and my redeemer.


PSALM 19:14 ESV


The words that come out of our mouths are influenced by the motives which are hidden in our hearts. What we focus our time on will be what flows in our conversation. We ought to remember the Lord who authored our creation, salvation, and preservation. It is he alone who redeemed us through his death and resurrection, and it is he alone who sustains us by his power and might.


Jesus, guide my words as they flow from my mouth. Let them run like a river of truth. Dry them up if you see even a drop of darkness. Do not let the water be led astray by objects in its path. As this river runs for eternity, let it be a guide for other wanderers. When they see even the slightest bit of water, they will know that it runs for you, and at that moment it will cause them to run with it.





JANUARY 21


Alert Mind


Devote yourselves to prayer


with an alert mind and a thankful heart.


COLOSSIANS 4:2 NLT


Prayer does not require the perfect sentiments or a specific style. It is an open door of communication between us and heaven. Prayer is bigger than a statement we make in churches or cathedrals. It is more than a request we make in desperation. It can be as constant as our breathing. When we devote ourselves to prayer, we can do it with intention and thanksgiving. We know Jesus is full of mercy, and we can expect to be met by his love every time we turn to him.


Prayer is a miraculous thing. Everyone can do it, and everyone should do it. Jesus, I love praying because it is time I get to spend with you. Everything can be a prayer, which means that I can spend my entire day with you! Jesus, make it so that my mind and body always move in prayer. As I do things that normally require no effort, let them be a prayer to you. As I do things that require sacrifice, let them be a prayer to you. With everything I do, I want it to be a prayer for you.





JANUARY 22


All About God


Out of him, the sustainer of everything, came everything, and now everything finds fulfillment in him.


May all praise and honor be given to him forever! Amen!


ROMANS 11:36 TPT


Having eyes for the kingdom of God will make you feel like an outsider in the world. We should expect to be hated by the world, but there will even be those who call themselves believers who find you to be too much. A life dedicated to the glory of God is never too much. A heart set on seeking him is exactly where it needs to be. A mouth proclaiming his goodness and mercy so that the rocks don’t cry out is saying what needs to be said. A mind set on the Spirit is to be commended.


I have felt like an outsider more than ever with how the world is right now. Sometimes it makes me sad to see others who think I am crazy because I know what they are missing out on. But at the same time, it makes me so glad, Jesus. I know that I get to spend eternity with you and that I am no longer a slave to sin. All thanks belongs to you and what you did for me on the cross!





JANUARY 23


All About You


We give thanks to God always for all of you,


constantly mentioning you in our prayers.


1 THESSALONIANS 1:2 ESV


Have you been stuck in a conversation with someone who only talks about themselves? Every word out of their mouth is centered around their view of the world and how everything affects them. It’s difficult to relate because there is plenty of talking but no listening. It’s a one-way street. Let’s not allow our prayers to be all one-way. Prayer is a beautiful gift. We can communicate with the God of the universe!
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