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    Description


    ZUMA EXPOSED IS THE BOOK JACOB ZUMA DOES NOT WANT YOU TO READ.


    From Schabir Shaik to The Spear, Jacob Zuma has been at the centre of controversy both before and after he became South Africa’s citizen number one. As president, he has seemingly lurched from one bad decision to another. This explosive, roller-coaster account traces the unravelling of a likeable but deeply flawed leader who came to power as victim, not visionary.


    How did Zuma wriggle out of corruption charges to become president of the ANC and South Africa? Who provided him with the secret spy tapes that got him off the hook? And why did he appoint so many dubious characters to run key state institutions?


    As Zuma desperately tries to cling to power, award-winning journalist Adriaan Basson answers these and other questions in this gripping look at the president’s dark side.


    ADRIAAN BASSON is the assistant editor of City Press and the author of Finish & Klaar: Selebi’s Fall from Interpol to the Underworld. He is an award-winning investigative journalist who has received numerous prizes for journalistic excellence, including the Taco Kuiper and Mondi awards. In 2012, he won the CNN African Journalist of the year print award, for City Press’ exposés of Julius Malema’s financial affairs. Finish & Klaar was shortlisted for the Sunday Times Alan Paton Award in 2011.
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    ‘My capacity to be offended had been eroded cumulatively and decisively by Zuma’s conduct before he became president of the ANC and president of South Africa, and ever since.’


    Professor Njabulo S Ndebele


    City Press, 17 June 2012
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    Preface


    Unlike his predecessors, Jacob Zuma didn’t rise to power with a Big Idea. Nelson Mandela had the Rainbow Nation and Thabo Mbeki had the African Renaissance. Zuma had nothing but a corruption trial.


    Yes, he was a jovial man of the people with an intuitive common touch, and of course his legacy in the ANC goes much deeper than what happened after the arrest of Schabir Shaik, but Zuma didn’t become president of the ANC and of South Africa because of his clear vision or fine policies.


    He became president because enough ANC branch members believed he was the victim of a conspiracy concocted by Mbeki, the first generation of BEE millionaires and the Scorpions. Mbeki’s so-called 1996 Class Project was also rejected by the left, who saw him as a cold-blooded capitalist with scant regard for the plight of workers and communists. Although Zuma had no track record in the union movement, he became a Trojan horse for desperate interest groups with bleak futures. And so they pushed a compromised man to the front because he had nothing to lose and was the only ANC leader brave enough to put Mbeki, who was seeking a third term as ANC leader, in his place.


    With the support of grassroots party leaders, the trade unions, the communists and the party’s youth league, Zuma toppled Mbeki in Polokwane in a turning-point moment for Africa’s oldest liberation movement.


    Five years later, Zuma is at risk of being toppled himself by the same people – except for the communists – who put him into power. How did this happen so fast? Why are the same people who pledged to lay down their own lives for him now vying for his blood? Perhaps the answer can be found in a letter Nkululeko Mfecane, an Eastern Cape teacher, wrote to my newspaper, City Press, in July 2012:


    I am writing this letter seeking help. I am also writing as one of the disgruntled Eastern Cape educators who has been working since January, and has not been paid a cent to date … The challenge we are facing in Eastern Cape has been going on since 2010. Basic Education Minister Angie Motshekga was dispatched to deal with these issues.


    Motshekga visited the province, established a task team to resolve everything that wasn’t working well and also to restore the province to where it belongs in terms of the standard of delivery the ANC said it expected.


    The challenges were later elevated to President Jacob Zuma’s office after it was established they were too comprehensive for the minister’s liking and understanding. They needed, apparently, someone who could be more decisive.


    The president came, set up his task team, listened to our challenges and promised to deal with them.


    The province was later put under administration, meaning that all its functions would now be under the national government.


    The embattled Eastern Cape education superintendent-general, Modidima Mannya, was fired amid SA Democratic Teachers Union (Sadtu) protests that saw the province obtaining a mere 54% matric pass rate last year.


    In came Cosatu general secretary Zwelinzima Vavi to try and resolve the challenges.


    A deal was struck where we were told all ‘temporal’ educators had to report back for duty and that financial issues would be addressed.


    He left and we were all relieved that finally the nightmare was a thing of the past – only for it to resurface just a few days later.


    This is the reason why I do not trust the marriage between Cosatu, Sadtu and the ANC.


    Nothing concrete ever seems to come of this. As an educator, I love this nation, I am a taxpayer and I voted ANC. But then again, I have a family to take care of.


    I am on my knees asking you, City Press, to help us, not only as ‘temporal’ educators, but as South Africans. Also, please help the ANC to come to its senses and do the right thing for the learners.


    They are facing a bleak future because of the incompetent cadres occupying top offices and because of our president, who doesn’t seem to know when to stand up and stamp his authority.


    Instead he will say: ‘Let’s debate it.’ What is to be debated when the provincial administration is crumbling? How many people are leaving this province for better opportunities because of this incompetence?


    Is it not one of the reasons why Western Cape Premier Helen Zille call us ‘refugees’?


    With all this in mind, I don’t see myself voting ANC ever again.


    I would rather suffer than give my vote to a populist politician who will emerge and promise us the world while being interested only in family and close friends.


    Parents must also come to the party as this affects their children.


    I am a young professional who is wise enough to know that crime does not pay – but do we need to go and steal to survive, despite having decent qualifications?


    This reminds me of a newspaper headline after Zuma’s acquittal, which read ‘Living in Zumania’.


    I never thought ‘living in Zumania’ was going to bring such low morale to public servants, let alone South Africans at large. It’s like a dark cloud is hanging over us.


    We have indeed made a mistake voting in Zuma as president.


    There are three things about Mfecane’s letter that struck me: firstly, that Zuma actually took the trouble to listen to the teachers’ complaints and promised to do something about them. Secondly, that despite ‘promising us the world’, Zuma did nothing about their situation besides encouraging debate. And thirdly, that Zuma was ‘interested only in family and close friends’.


    Before and since his election as president, Zuma has been embroiled in a number of scandals – from bribery allegations to nepotism to sex scandals to protecting dirty policemen. His lack of a clear vision, his ineptitude at implementing policies and at leading in times of crisis are probably the closest we will get to reasons for his declining support.


    Zuma’s struggle credentials and peacemaking efforts in KwaZulu-Natal are well documented and acknowledged. What I was interested in were those things that wouldn’t make his official biography or hagiography. This is a book about Zuma’s dark side: the things he has done that make people like Nkululeko Mfecane pick up their pens and state openly that voting for Zuma was a mistake.
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    ‘Number one is desperate now. He will do anything to stay in power,’ says the man opposite me, sipping on his second cup of black coffee. He is an ANC man, a hard man, born and raised in the struggle. He is worried. Speaking about the decline of the movement he believes in with his whole heart doesn’t come easily. He is scared. I need to take out my cellphone battery when we meet. ‘Paranoia has set in at the highest levels. The amount of tapping going on is fucking crazy. All comrades now have two or three cellphones,’ he says in a hushed voice, frowning.


    I don’t know if he’s telling the truth. I’ve seen the two, three cellphones when I meet sources in bars, restaurants or parking lots. There’s the official number, the unofficial off-the-record number and the deep-off-the-record number. I often make the joke that if all the people who believe they are being bugged are really being listened to, that leaves half of the rest of the population to do the tapping. It doesn’t matter if the paranoia is based on real evidence or perception. Perception is truth, and in the months leading up to the governing ANC’s 53rd national elective conference in Mangaung, paranoia has set in at an unprecedented level.


    Comrades are scared about whom they speak to, where they eat or who they are seen with in public.


    ‘Try to come with a different car next time. Park on the other side of the building. And don’t call me on my official phone, ever,’ says the hard man. He’s just explained to me why, despite his flaws, Zuma should be re-elected at Mangaung. ‘This one-term shit will cause instability, not only in the ANC but in the whole country. If we start kicking people out after one term we will end up with a civil war, like the rest of Africa.’


    Wow, what a reason to re-elect a party president, I think: to prevent civil war.


    Hard man says that the ANC is acutely aware of Zuma’s flaws and will put a ‘ring of steel’ around him in his second term, which means he won’t be allowed to make important decisions unilaterally.


    Another comrade, an ANC woman who has given most of her adult life to the party, says she’s advising her kids to go study abroad and get residency overseas. ‘Look what this man is doing,’ she says, with disdain for Zuma in her voice. ‘He only cares about himself and his family. This is banana republic stuff.’


    It is a few months before Mangaung and President Jacob Gedleyihlekisa Zuma is fighting the political battle of his life to stay in power. Although he had told journalist Moshoeshoe Monare in 2008 that he would ‘prefer to leave after one term’, Zuma later denied this, saying he would never say such a thing because it was up to the ANC to decide if he would serve one or two terms as president.


    Five years after defeating Thabo Mbeki convincingly at Polokwane, Zuma was on the ropes, fighting fire after fire over his handling of the multiple crises in his administration. The party of Oliver Tambo and Nelson Mandela was, again, searching for its soul, which, according to loyal comrades and opponents of the ANC, had become corrupted.


    Something was rotten in the state of Zuma.


    While I was writing this book, the ANC in the Northern Cape elected a provincial executive. Four of the five members elected to lead the party in this province for the next five years were implicated in corruption or fraud scandals. The story did not make headlines, nor were there mass protests or national outrage over the election of four accused persons to lead the governing party in one of the poorest provinces it governs.


    At about the same time my newspaper, City Press, was at the centre of a perfect storm following the publication of an artwork, by artist Brett Murray, titled The Spear. The painting, a parody of a famous poster of Lenin, showed Zuma with his genitals hanging out. The ANC and Zuma took us to court, organised mass protests against the Goodman Gallery (where the painting was being exhibited) and asked its members to boycott City Press – the first such call since the party came to power in 1994. Blade Nzimande, the Minister of Higher Education and Zuma’s strongest ally, called for the artwork to be destroyed.


    Whenever I found myself drowning in confusion over the state of affairs in South Africa, I remembered the hard man’s words: ‘He will do anything to stay in power.’


    In spite of all the scandals plaguing Zuma’s term in office, analysts predicted that, against all odds, he was set to secure a second term in office. Perhaps this had something to do with the ANC’s culture of not speaking out against power in public, with the party’s almost covert style of campaigning behind the scenes. Or perhaps it came down to one thing, the only thing Zuma’s foes and friends agree on – that he is a masterful strategist.


    I am often reminded of the fact that Zuma ran ANC intelligence from the mid-1980s. ‘He knows everything about the party. He knows everybody’s dirt. A lot of people cannot afford for Zuma to start speaking,’ another ANC veteran tells me. This became a popular refrain during the time that Zuma, who is also affectionately called ‘Msholozi’ (from his clan name), was facing corruption charges relating to the R70 billion Arms Deal. Zuma’s suited strategists and grassroots supporters agreed: if this man starts to talk, he could take the party down. Such speculation was fuelled by Zuma himself, who told his supporters outside court that ‘one day’ he would reveal the identities of his persecutors.


    Of course, Zuma’s power and grip over the ANC cannot be explained only by his knowing, metaphorically, where the bodies are buried. As president, Zuma made a number of telling appointments to crucial Cabinet positions, especially in the criminal justice cluster. In most of these cases, the appointees were Zuma loyalists. A significant number had, like Zuma, chequered pasts. I realised over time that Zuma surrounded himself with people who depended on his goodwill to stay in power and enjoy the fruits of the governing elite. They also depended on him turning a blind eye to the accusations, allegations, charges or rulings against them. Logically, these people weren’t always the best candidates for the job. Zuma’s appointments of people to lead state institutions like the police, the prosecuting authority and the intelligence services also created the inescapable impression that, ultimately, he was protecting himself.


    It would be fair to say that, during the four years in which corruption charges were preferred against him, Zuma developed a paranoia about being prosecuted, convicted and jailed for taking money in return for political favours. A court had already found that he was part of a corrupt relationship with his former financial adviser, Schabir Shaik. Another court was to decide whether Zuma had accepted the money and benefits with a guilty mind. When the charges against him were dropped on the most dubious of legal grounds, Zuma had reason to be fearful.


    He kept his friends close. Through Jeff Radebe (Minister of Justice), Nathi Mthethwa (Minister of Police) and Siyabonga Cwele (Minister of State Security), Zuma kept a tight grip on the criminal justice system. The three ministers, all from Zuma’s home province of KwaZulu-Natal, are some of his closest allies in Cabinet and the ANC, and are viewed as crucial to his chances of securing a second ANC victory. Zuma protected them, even when Cwele’s wife was convicted of drug smuggling and Mthethwa was exposed as a beneficiary of a dodgy crime intelligence slush fund.


    Six months before the Mangaung conference and three years into the Zuma presidency, the South African Police Service (SAPS), the police crime intelligence division, the National Prosecuting Authority (NPA), the Special Investigating Unit (SIU) and the State Security Agency (SSA; both the domestic and foreign intelligence agencies) were all headed by acting appointees. These institutions, crucial to the government’s fight against crime and corruption, were rudderless, in disarray and barely surviving in an environment of fear and loathing.


    It is impossible to divorce this sorry state of affairs from the ANC’s current power battles. Zuma knew that to win in Mangaung, he needed the support of his police and intelligence chiefs; all the better if he also had a sympathetic ear at the NPA. It was, after all, a former head of the NPA who almost spoiled the Polokwane party, in December 2007, when he announced during the conference that Zuma would face corruption charges in the new year. Despite a looming corruption case, Zuma went on to be elected as ANC leader. He never saw the inside of a courtroom to defend his innocence. The rest is history.


    It is five years later, and Zuma is again running for the office of ANC president.


    This book is not an objective analysis of everything Zuma has done since becoming president in May 2009. It is also not a biography. I am an investigative journalist, interested only in the truth. Naturally, when a person is elected president of my country, I follow his every move and his money and interrogate every decision he makes in order to navigate through the bullshit and spin that South African journalists are increasingly being fed. The book is a critical and probing look at how an affable, man-of-the-people leader became a bad president; how, in five years, bad decisions, bad judgement and bad leadership moved some of Zuma’s staunchest supporters from ‘Kill for Zuma’ to ‘Anyone But Zuma’, from passionately singing ‘Awuleth Umshini Wam’ (bring me my machine gun) to angrily chanting ‘Dubul’ uZuma’ (shoot Zuma). It is an attempt to explain why loyal cadres carry three cellphones and advise their children to leave the country they fought for.
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    Julius


    ‘We are prepared to die for Zuma. The future belongs to us. We do not want a situation where the state prosecutes its own president. This issue is dividing the country. We are prepared to take up arms and kill for Zuma.’

  


  
    Chapter 1


    1


    On a rainy afternoon in May 2009, one month and three days after corruption charges against him were dropped, Jacob Gedleyihlekisa Zuma was inaugurated as the fourth president of a democratic South Africa.


    While I watched the inauguration from my home, blankets and umbrellas were dished out to guests at the Union Buildings to keep them dry and warm. The Mail & Guardian reported that ‘in Africa it is considered a blessing when it pours during a ceremony’.1


    The inauguration was attended by the great, the bad and the ugly, including former president Nelson Mandela, his successor (and Zuma’s foe) Thabo Mbeki, Zimbabwean president Robert Mugabe, Libya’s brother leader Muammar Gaddafi and Swaziland’s King Mswati III.


    During his inauguration speech, Zuma made these commitments ‘before the eyes of the world’:


    For as long as there are South Africans who die from preventable disease;


    For as long as there are workers who struggle to feed their families;


    For as long as there are communities without clean water, decent shelter or proper sanitation;


    For as long as there are rural dwellers unable to make a decent living from the land on which they live;


    For as long as there are women who are subjected to discrimination, exploitation or abuse;


    For as long as there are children who do not have the means nor the opportunity to receive a decent education;


    For as long as there are people who are unable to find work, we shall not rest, and we dare not falter.


    Zuma is good at saying the right things. The speech also highlighted the importance of diverse views, freedom of expression and strong democratic institutions, insulated from abuse:


    We seek a vibrant, dynamic partnership that is enriched by democratic debate that values diverse views and accommodates dissent.


    Therefore, we need to make real the fundamental right of all South Africans to freely express themselves, to protest, to organise, and to practise their faith.


    We must defend the freedom of the media, as we seek to promote within it a greater diversity of voices and perspectives.


    We must deepen the practice of participatory democracy in all spheres of public life.


    We must strengthen the democratic institutions of state, and continually enhance their capacity to serve the people.


    We must safeguard the independence and integrity of those institutions tasked with the defence of democracy, and that must act as a check on the abuse of power.


    Just over three years into his presidential tenure, Zuma should be a worried man. Hardly a day goes by without news reports about communities lacking decent housing or water; about unemployed youngsters taking to the streets over lack of jobs and poor service delivery; about schools holding classes under trees without the necessary learning materials.


    An extreme example of the prevailing hardship endured by South Africa’s overwhelmingly black poor class (government and researchers refer to them as ‘the poorest of the poor’) was the shocking death of four children from Verdwaal in North West in November 2011. The four Mmupele children, aged two, six, seven and nine, died of hunger in the veld after they got lost searching for a young woman – mother to two of the children – who had gone out looking for food. The last they had eaten was borrowed mealie meal, which they had finished two nights before.2


    Thandi Modise, the North West premier and deputy secretary-general of the ANC – elected on the Zuma slate – responded on behalf of the government, saying that the Mmupele children’s death had left her ‘shocked and bewildered’. She shifted the focus to the police investigation, saying a case of child neglect against the two mothers of the children was being investigated. Modise further revealed that three government agencies were ‘on the ground’ and thanked the NGO Gift of the Givers for distributing 300 food parcels to families in Verdwaal.


    What Modise didn’t address in her elaborate statement was the real issue why Elizabeth Mmupele, mother of two of the children, left them behind, an act the premier claimed could be a criminal offence of ‘neglect’. Elizabeth, five months pregnant, told the Sowetan: ‘I went to my mother’s work to look for something to eat, I was hungry and my children and younger siblings were also hungry because we had not eaten the previous night. We did not have any food in the house.’3 I suppose it was much easier for Modise to make a statement about a police investigation than to try to explain why children in her province were dying of hunger 17 years after the ANC came to power. Zuma himself was silent on the matter.


    Abbey Makoe, political editor at the SABC, wrote a scathing column in the Daily News about the Mmupele children’s death. ‘How can a filthy-rich country like South Africa, that likes to beat its own drum about prosperity and modern economic planning, still have children dying of hunger?’ he asked. In their darkest hour, the Mmupele kids did not turn to their fellow South Africans for help, Makoe said, adding that their births weren’t even recorded by the Department of Home Affairs. This meant they were so ‘unimportant in life’ that they couldn’t have accessed basic government services. ‘It also means that 17 years into our much-hailed democracy, such people, whose only sin is poverty, cannot vote in the elections. They have no money, no hope, no voice.’4


    The tragic story of the Mmupele children stands in stark contrast to the lofty undertakings Zuma made ‘before the eyes of the world’ on 9 May 2009. His commitment to promote diverse views, a free press and strong democratic institutions would also later be seriously challenged by the ANC’s attempts to push through Parliament a highly problematic bill that would muzzle investigative journalism, the appointment of tainted individuals to head crucial state institutions and a burning debate about a painting of Zuma by artist Brett Murray.


    
      
        1 Mail & Guardian Online, 9 May 2009.

      


      
        2 Pretoria News, 21 November 2011.
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    The day after his inauguration, Zuma announced his Cabinet. It was a mixed bunch, with several Mbeki supporters surviving the cut. Zuma brought in a number of unknown candidates and appointed trusted allies, mostly from KwaZulu-Natal. Zuma also rewarded the loyal cheerleaders who had got him elected at Polokwane: SACP general secretary Blade Nzimande, former ANC Youth League firebrand Fikile Mbalula and ANC Women’s League president Angie Motshekga. For their undying support during his legal battles, Zuma rewarded Cosatu by appointing unionists Ebrahim Patel and Noluthando Mayende-Sibiya to his Cabinet.


    Over the next three years, Zuma would reshuffle his Cabinet three times, resulting in only 33 (53%) of the original appointees remaining in their positions by the end of 2012. Eleven members of the executive (18%) either resigned or were fired; 16 (26%) were moved to other positions in the executive during the three years; and two, Minister of Public Service and Administration Roy Padayachie and Deputy Minister of Health Molefi Sefularo, passed away during their terms.


    Shortly after their appointments, I did an investigation for the Mail & Guardian on the business interests of Zuma’s Cabinet members. Most of the big post-apartheid scandals that have hit the ruling party have emanated from conflicts of interest – politicians and civil servants who wanted their bread buttered by both the private sector and government. The results were telling: 27 members (42%) of Zuma’s new executive, including himself, were registered as directors or members of private companies. Most of the new ministers said they would resign from their companies, while others said there was no conflict of interest between the nature of their business and their portfolios.


    Tokyo Sexwale, Zuma’s Housing minister, had by far the most companies registered under his name. He was also the richest member of the executive, having been ranked in 2008 as South Africa’s 20th richest person – worth R1,3 billion – by the Sunday Times Rich List. Sexwale’s appointment was an interesting one, since he had initially challenged Zuma and Mbeki for the party’s top job at Polokwane. When he saw the writing on the wall, he threw in his lot with the Zuma camp.


    His appointment as Minister of Human Settlements by Zuma was viewed as a masterful move on the part of the president. After building up his Mvelaphanda business empire (and making his debut as a TV star in the South African version of The Apprentice), Sexwale was ready to return to politics. But Zuma gave him a poisoned chalice: a portfolio almost impossible to succeed in. The former Robben Islander had much greater ambitions than housing, which remains one of South Africa’s biggest socio-economic challenges. In July 2011, Sexwale admitted that 12,5 million poor people were still in need of shelter. The government had built three million houses since 1994, but still had to construct more than two million.1


    Five years on from Polokwane, and Sexwale was again unofficially campaigning for the ANC presidency. Seen as the ‘leader’ of the ‘Anyone But Zuma’ campaign, the minister toured ANC regions, especially in the Eastern Cape, to gain votes. He became Zuma’s strongest critic from within the Cabinet in the run-up to Mangaung, using every public platform to take a swipe at the president and his policies.


    Other Cabinet ministers with business interests included Siphiwe Nyanda, Sicelo Shiceka and Gwen Mahlangu-Nkabinde, who were all fired by Zuma during one of his three Cabinet reshuffles.


    * * *


    On 3 June 2009, Zuma delivered his first state of the nation address to Parliament – almost exactly four years after he was sacked as deputy president by Thabo Mbeki. South Africa was in a number of ways a different country, not least because of the global economic crisis that had slowed down economic growth and job creation. So it was not a surprise when Zuma focused on issues of employment, national pride and crime. He said he would ‘intensify the fight against crime and corruption’. He explained the name-change of the Safety and Security ministry (to Police) to ‘emphasise that we want real operational energy in police work’ and set the target for reducing serious and violent crimes at between 7% and 10% per year – the same target his predecessor couldn’t achieve.


    Zuma also pledged his support for the ‘continued transformation of the judiciary. The transformation should address key issues such as the enhancement of judicial independence, entrenching internal systems of judicial accountability as well as ensuring full access to justice by all.’ Then he turned to the three pillars of government. ‘The success of the democratic system as a whole depends on good relations of mutual respect and a spirit of partnership among the Executive, the Legislature and the Judiciary. This is very important for our constitutional democracy,’ the president said. The tension between these three branches would intensify in years to come.


    Zuma’s statement was significant, as it came a few months after ANC secretary-general Gwede Mantashe caused a furore over his comments that some judges were ‘counter-revolutionary forces’. In an interview with the Mail & Guardian, Mantashe had lashed out at judges of the Constitutional Court after they lodged a complaint with the Judicial Service Commission (JSC) over Western Cape Judge President John Hlophe’s alleged interference in Zuma’s corruption case.2 Mantashe had accused the judges of indirectly attacking Zuma and the ANC. ‘You hit the head, you kill the snake. When there is that attack on him [Zuma], it is a concerted attack on the head of the ANC. Everybody says it is an innocent attack on him. We will know that it is an attack on the ANC,’ Mantashe said. His attack on the judiciary would be followed by numerous others from senior party leaders.


    In his first state of the nation speech, Zuma committed himself and his administration to the fight against corruption in the public service. ‘We will pay particular attention to combating corruption and fraud in procurement and tender processes, application for drivers’ licences, social grants, IDs, and theft of police case dockets,’ he said, and asked the citizens of South Africa to assist the police in fighting crime.


    Whatever you may think of Zuma, you have to admire his comeback abilities: from corruption accused in 2008 to corruption fighter in 2009. How did he do this?


    
      
        1 Sapa, 21 July 2011.

      


      
        2 Mail & Guardian, 4 July 2008.
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    They say a man is known by the friends he keeps. So who were the men and women the ANC elected to lead the party, and the country, with Jacob Zuma?


    By the time the Polokwane conference got under way in December 2007, the ANC was split firmly between the Mbeki and Zuma camps. Lobbyists for each camp distributed lists containing the names of preferred candidates, to be voted in at the conference. Some names appeared on both lists, while ANC stalwarts such as Pallo Jordan, Cyril Ramaphosa and Zola Skweyiya made the cut despite not aligning themselves firmly with either camp.


    The 80-member National Executive Committee (NEC) elected by the ANC at Polokwane did not only include a president implicated in corruption, but a number of convicted criminals, suspects in criminal investigations or individuals who had been censured as a result of disciplinary hearings. This made me wonder what effect Zuma’s rejection of the corruption charges against him as a political conspiracy had had on other dodgy comrades. Did it open the door for them also to claim they were the victims of political conspiracy the moment they were arrested or charged? It would be naive to think that the criminal justice system is not open to manipulation or selective prosecution. But it would be equally naive to think that every crime or corruption case against a political bigwig is part of a conspiracy to promote or sink a political agenda.


    But let’s get back to the NEC. After the names were announced, I decided to do a quantitative measurement of the tainted comrades in the newly elected ANC leadership. (The list that follows appeared in the Mail & Guardian1 in January 2008.) I discovered that 16% of the NEC were either post-apartheid convicted criminals or suspects in criminal investigations. If you added those who had been disciplined or had unanswered questions hanging over their heads, the figure increased to 29%. I heard afterwards that a number of people, including ANC supporters, cut out and kept the list as a reminder of what happened at Polokwane.


    The criminals


    Winnie Madikizela-Mandela (fraud and kidnapping)


    A kidnapper and fraudster, Madikizela-Mandela has escaped jail twice. She was charged in 1991 with the kidnapping and murder of 14-year-old Stompie Seipei.


    She was convicted of kidnapping and sentenced to six years’ imprisonment. The sentence was reduced to a fine of R15 000 on appeal.


    Madikizela-Mandela’s next run-in with the law was in 2001 when she was charged with obtaining loans for non-existent ANC Women’s League employees. She was found guilty on 43 counts of fraud and 25 of theft.


    Madikizela-Mandela was sentenced to five years’ imprisonment. The theft charges were overturned on appeal and her sentence reduced by 18 months and suspended for five years.


    Tony Yengeni (fraud)


    The ANC’s former chief whip pleaded guilty in February 2003 to a charge of fraud after failing to declare to Parliament a 47% discount on his Mercedes-Benz 4x4. Michael Woerfel, former South African head of the European Aeronautic Defence and Space Company (EADS), approved the discount. EADS tendered for lucrative Arms Deal contracts.


    Yengeni served 20 weeks of his four-year sentence.


    Bathabile Dlamini (fraud)


    The secretary-general of the ANC Women’s League is a Travelgate fraudster who pleaded guilty in October 2006.


    As an ANC MP, Dlamini abused her parliamentary travel vouchers (which amounted to R254 000). She used them to pay for hotel accommodation, car rentals and other benefits.


    Dlamini was given a five-year suspended sentence and fined R120 000 payable over 24 months.


    Enoch Godongwana (drunk driving)


    The court had tough words for this former Eastern Cape finance MEC after he was convicted of drunk driving in 2003. Godongwana was twice over the legal limit and refused to undergo a breathalyser test after he was caught in East London.


    He was fined R8 000 or 200 days in jail, and received a suspended three-year sentence for drunk driving.


    Ruth Bhengu (fraud)


    Also a Travelgate fraudster, Bhengu resigned as an MP after pleading guilty to defrauding the parliamentary travel scheme of R43 000.


    She was sentenced to two years’ imprisonment or a R45 000 fine, and given a three-year suspended sentence. Bhengu was subsequently appointed deputy mayor of the Ugu District Municipality in KwaZulu-Natal.


    Jackson Mthembu (contempt of court)


    The former Mpumalanga chief whip has been embroiled in numerous scandals, but has only been convicted once – on a contempt of court charge, after pleading guilty to ignoring a R500 traffic fine in 2002.


    As MEC for transport and public works in Mpumalanga, Mthembu admitted to spending government money on ANC trips, not following protocol with the purchase of 10 BMWs for his colleagues on the executive committee and crashing a state car without a driver’s licence.


    Mthembu was acquitted of fraud in 2001 after he was accused of falsifying a state contract for a building company that employed him.


    Ndleleni Duma (fraud)


    Another Travelgate convict, North West MEC for sports, arts and culture Duma pleaded guilty to a charge of theft of R51 000 from Parliament when he was an MP. He was fined R30 000 or imprisonment of three years.


    The suspects


    Jacob Zuma (racketeering, corruption, money laundering and fraud)


    Zuma was charged in 2005 after his former financial adviser, Schabir Shaik, was convicted of having a generally corrupt relationship with the ANC deputy president.


    His trial was scheduled to start in September 2006, but was struck off the roll by Judge Herbert Msimang after the state unsuccessfully applied for a postponement.


    Zuma faced 16 charges relating to his relationship with Shaik, an alleged Arms Deal bribe from French firm Thales and not declaring his benefits from Shaik to the South African Revenue Service.


    Blade Nzimande (fraud)


    Nzimande was the subject of a South African Police Service investigation into claims by controversial businessman Charles Modise that he handed the general secretary of the SACP R500 000 in cash that subsequently went astray.


    Ngoako Ramatlhodi (corruption)


    The former Limpopo premier has been in the news since corruption allegations were levelled against him in 2003.


    The Scorpions were investigating claims that Ramatlhodi and former Limpopo minister Thaba Mufamadi were secret shareholders of Northern Corporate Investment Holdings, which owns 30% of Cash Paymaster Services (CPS). CPS was awarded a multimillion-rand tender for the disbursement of social grants.


    Billy Masetlha (fraud)


    Former spy boss Masetlha was charged in the Pretoria Commercial Crimes Court of paying information technology expert Muzi Kunene R152 000 to manufacture false emails that attempted to show a political conspiracy against Zuma.


    Nyami Booi (fraud)


    An experienced ANC MP, Booi too is a Travelgate accused who declined to enter into plea agreement with the state. He appointed his own legal team and was yet to face fraud charges.


    Thaba Mufamadi (corruption)


    Like Ramatlhodi, Mufamadi was being investigated by the Scorpions for receiving bribes in a social grants tender award. He resigned as Limpopo MEC for public works in 2006, but Premier Sello Moloto denied that his resignation was related to the investigation.


    Playfair Morule (culpable homicide)


    This former Free State safety and security MEC was accused of being responsible for the death of a Bloemfontein pedestrian in September 2006. The state alleged that Morule’s negligence led to the man’s death.


    Moved, resigned or disciplined


    Jessie Duarte (resigned)


    Duarte was forced to quit as Gauteng’s MEC for safety and security after a commission of inquiry found there was a ‘strong suspicion’ she had covered up a car accident while driving without a licence.


    Angie Motshekga (disciplined)


    Gauteng’s education MEC was reprimanded in 2004 for having a ‘close relationship’ with a company that had benefited from government’s grants payout system and of which her husband and former premier, Mathole, was a director.


    Sibongile Manana (moved)


    The former Mpumalanga health MEC was moved to another portfolio after the Scorpions started their investigation into fraud and corruption in her department. Manana has never been formally charged.


    Under a cloud


    Baleka Mbete (dodgy driver’s licence)


    To avoid the long queues, Speaker Mbete in 1996 requested former Mpumalanga safety MEC Steve Mabona to organise a driver’s licence for her. The Moldenhauer Commission of Inquiry established that her licence was false, but could not find evidence of a guilty mind on her part.


    Malusi Gigaba (under departmental investigation)


    The deputy home affairs minister was exposed in 2007 for running a ‘leadership academy’ from his office and buying expensive flowers for his wife with state money.


    He has repaid the flowers money.


    Siphiwe Nyanda (Arms Deal discount)


    The former army chief admitted in 2001 that he had received a discount of R150 000 on a new Mercedes-Benz S320 from EADS.


    Ncumisa Kondlo (corruption)


    An ANC MP and SACP deputy chairperson, Kondlo is the widow of Nelson Mandela’s former bodyguard, Thobile Mtwazi, who was the empowerment partner of Parliament’s security firm, Africa Strategic Asset Protection (Asap). The company was exposed for allegedly paying bribes to win state contracts. Kondlo had received two payments from Asap.


    Mathole Motshekga (corruption, fraud and nepotism)


    Although an internal ANC commission in 1998 cleared the former Gauteng premier of allegations of squandering donor funds, questions remain about the finances of the National Institute for Public Interest Law and Research that he headed.


    David Mabuza (corruption allegations)


    Mpumalanga’s transport MEC was implicated in a school stationery corruption scandal in 2003, but was never charged.


    Joyce Mashamba (nepotism)


    The Limpopo sports, arts and culture MEC irregularly appointed her son to the human resources unit in her department.


    Nosiviwe Mapisa-Nqakula (Travelgate repayments)


    The Minister of Home Affairs and her Cabinet colleague husband, Safety and Security Minister Charles Nqakula, have allegedly been allowed to repay thousands of rands to the liquidators of the travel agencies embroiled in Travelgate.


    Cleared


    Sankie Mthembi-Mahanyele (investigation into housing tender)


    As Minister of Housing, Mthembi-Mahanyele was embroiled in a conflict of interest debacle involving the Mpumalanga Motheo housing scandal. A commission of inquiry cleared her.


    Ayanda Dlodlo (fraud and theft)


    Dlodlo is a former Scorpions director against whom charges of fraud and theft were withdrawn in the Pretoria Commercial Crimes Court.


    Sicelo Shiceka (corruption)


    Shiceka, a former Gauteng MEC for local government, was in 1999 accused of corruption by his head of department, but was cleared.


    Madikizela-Mandela, the ‘mother of the nation’ who came first in the NEC election, has not played an active role in politics under the Zuma administration. Most notably she testified for ANC Youth League leader Julius Malema during the disciplinary hearing that saw him expelled from the governing party. After being kicked out, Malema and his allies found solace at Madikizela-Mandela’s Soweto home. In 2011, Tokyo Sexwale, the Human Settlements minister, roped in Madikizela-Mandela to head up an investigation into the prevalence of open toilets in the country. This came after a number of exposés about rural communities still using bucket toilets in the Western Cape and Free State. Although she has not publicly expressed a view on who should lead the ANC after Mangaung, her association with Malema and Sexwale puts Madikizela-Mandela squarely in the ‘Anyone But Zuma’ camp.


    Yengeni remained a staunch supporter of Zuma throughout his term. It was only towards the end of 2012 that he started falling out with Zuma’s allies, most notably Blade Nzimande, whom he allegedly asked, ‘Who the fuck do you think you are?’ after the latter supposedly suppressed debate critical of Zuma at a June 2012 NEC meeting.


    In 2010, the ANC appointed Yengeni as head of its political school for cadres. After a three-day political school for the ANC’s leadership in 2012, Yengeni said the school would ‘decrease unwanted tendencies’ and ensure that ‘all members are guided by the principles, values and objectives of the ANC’.2


    Bathabile Dlamini was appointed Social Development minister in Zuma’s Cabinet and became a ferocious driver of government’s anti-drinking campaign.


    Enoch Godongwana was appointed head of the ANC’s economic transformation committee under Zuma and deputy minister of the newly established Department of Economic Development. He resigned in January 2012. The official reason given was that he was to pursue ‘personal interests’, but reports said that he and Economic Development minister Ebrahim Patel didn’t get along. At the same time, Godongwana was embroiled in a scandal around the ‘disappearance’ of R100 million from the pension fund of the South African Clothing and Textile Workers’ Union (Sactwu).3 In August 2012, a commission of inquiry found that Godongwana and his wife, Thandiwe, were ‘party to the carrying on of the business of the company, either fraudulently or at least recklessly’. The Hawks had begun an investigation into the alleged fraud.


    Ruth Bhengu was appointed chairperson of Parliament’s transport portfolio committee. In 2012, she was implicated in a conflict-of-interest debacle after her company, Riblore 22, entered into negotiations with the South African National Taxi Council (Santaco) to source and supply oil, which Santaco would sell to its members.4 If the deal went through, it would effectively mean that the chairperson of the committee exercising oversight over South Africa’s transport industry would directly benefit from the industry by selling oil to taxi owners.


    Jackson Mthembu became the ANC’s public face after he was appointed as party spokesperson in 2009. In 2010, Mthembu was arrested in Cape Town for driving drunk at 7am in a bus lane. He pleaded guilty in the Wynberg Magistrate’s Court and was slapped with a R12 000 fine. He apologised to all South Africans and said, ‘It was a stupid mistake, it was poor judgment on my part. Fortunately no-one lost his life through my poor judgment.’5


    Ndleleni Duma remained in Parliament and is active in the ANC’s Western Cape structures.


    As far as the list of suspects goes, the charges against Zuma were dropped in April 2009 – a month before the general elections that led to him becoming president. Zuma’s fortunes changed as a result of intercepted recordings that were leaked to his attorney.


    Blade Nzimande was never charged after Charles Modise, the whistleblower and alleged corruptor, changed his tune. In an affidavit that, strangely, appeared in Zuma’s corruption case, Modise accused former Cosatu president Willie Madisha and SACP treasurer Phillip Dexter of pressurising him into making the bribery allegations against Nzimande. Madisha and Dexter, who both later joined the ANC breakaway party COPE, denied these claims. Madisha stuck to his story that he gave Nzimande R500 000 in two black rubbish bags, and Dexter (who rejoined the ANC in January 2012) maintained that the money never went through the SACP’s books.6


    Ngoako Ramatlhodi had a lucky escape from prosecution in November 2008. After an initial announcement by the NPA’s spokesperson that the former Limpopo premier would be prosecuted for corruption, Ramatlhodi’s lawyers made representations to acting NPA chief Mokotedi Mpshe, who subsequently decided ‘it would not be in the interest of justice’ to pursue the matter further.7 Ramatlhodi became an important player in Zuma’s team: he was appointed head of the ANC’s election committee, chairperson of Parliament’s justice portfolio committee and was appointed by the ANC to serve on the Judicial Service Commission (JSC), where he became a vocal opponent of judges who were deemed too independent. In November 2010, Ramatlhodi was promoted to the executive when Zuma appointed him Deputy Minister of Correctional Services.


    Billy Masetlha was acquitted of fraud in January 2009 after the state couldn’t prove that he had authorised payments to an IT expert to create the so-called hoax emails that purported to show a plot against Zuma. The saga around the hoax emails, which caused deep division within the ANC before the Polokwane conference, has never properly been explained – and neither has Masetlha’s role in the saga. Deputy President Kgalema Motlanthe, who first received the documents and believed in their authenticity, never testified in Masetlha’s trial to explain his side of events. In his 2012 book Eight Days in September, former Cabinet secretary Frank Chikane described the hoax emails as a ‘bolt from the blue’. Chikane, together with Scorpions investigators, DA politicians and journalists, were falsely implicated in the hoax documents. They succeeded in driving a wedge between him and Motlanthe, Chikane wrote, and were successful in making Motlanthe choose sides in the battle between Zuma and Mbeki for the ANC’s top job.


    Masetlha declined a parliamentary seat in 2009 and said he had to sort out his personal affairs first. ‘I owe the world R2 million for upkeep and so on. I lost just about everything (after losing my job and fighting off criminal cases). I have got to find money to pay those people as quickly as I can,’ the former head of the National Intelligence Agency (NIA) was quoted as saying.8 Masetlha continued working for the ANC.
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