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PREFACE





The aim of this volume is to provide a reliable source of information and advice on all practical aspects of horse and stable management. Throughout the book emphasis is placed on the adoption of correct and safe procedures for the welfare of all who come into contact with horses, as well as for the animals themselves. The book has been compiled by a panel of experts, each drawing on considerable experience and contributing specialised knowledge on his or her chosen subject.


There is no one ‘BHS method’ or procedure for doing any task. Any procedure that is safe for both handler and equine, is practical and efficient and achieves the right outcome is acceptable practice.
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THE HORSE

























CHAPTER


1


CONFORMATION AND HOW TO ASSESS IT





The conformation of a horse or pony affects his soundness, ability to perform and comfort as a ride. If the horse is in good condition, the following features should be sought:


General Impression


The general impression should be that he is built in proportion, with all sectors matching and his outlook is alert, bold and confident.


The ‘top line’ – the neck, withers, back, loins and dock – should form a succession of well-developed outlines, each of which blends smoothly into the next. He should have a good sloping shoulder, a relatively short back and a long croup, i.e. length from hip to point of buttock, giving an appearance of ‘standing over a lot of ground’, whilst being well balanced over his legs, which are four square underneath him.


If the horse is in poor condition, only an experienced person with a ‘good eye’ can assess his potential. It takes skill to recognise whether he has the right make and shape; and to see that when given suitable care, food and work, he will make up into a worthwhile or even top-class animal.


Similarly, too much fat can disguise a horse’s outline, and can make it difficult to visualise what he will be like when the excess weight is lost and he is fit.


A horse with good skeletal structure, but poor muscle development, can be transformed by being given suitable work and the opportunity to use and develop his muscles in the correct way.


Feet


The much-quoted saying ‘no foot, no horse’ is very true. The make and shape of feet are vital to the soundness and functioning of the horse.


Front feet and hind feet should be matching pairs. Any obvious difference in outline, angle of foot to the ground, or size of frog, should be viewed with suspicion. The only exception is the horse whose foot has been worn down through losing a shoe.




	The front feet should slope at an angle of 45–50° from the ground.


	The hoof wall should continue at the same angle as the pastern when viewed from the side.


	The hind feet should have a slightly steeper slope, and should be longer and narrower than the front feet.


	All feet should point straight forwards. Any deviation from this is usually caused by poor conformation of the leg, and will result in faulty action.





The heels should be wide, with a well-developed frog to help absorb concussion. The sole should be slightly concave. Contracted heels and poorly developed frogs restrict the blood supply to the foot, and increase the vulnerability to navicular disease.


Large, flat feet can cause problems, particularly on stony ground. They are liable to develop corns and are easily bruised.


Small feet are a disadvantage, as they give a smaller weight-bearing surface, and there is a greater tendency towards unsoundness in the foot.
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Simple Facts About the Superficial Muscles


Body muscles are responsible for maintaining posture and preserving the overall shape of the horse when he is standing still.


Some muscles limit movement and provide joint stability by preventing too much movement or preventing unwanted movement.


Muscles can only work in contraction, so are always arranged in opposing groups performing opposing actions.


Muscles must be attached at each end in order to produce their required action. They are attached at either end by tendons which are formed from dense white fibrous tissue. Each tendon is continuous with the belly of the muscle at one end and attaches seamlessly to the periosteum of the bone at the other.


There are different types of muscles to perform different tasks.


Muscles that cause a joint to bend are called flexors.


Muscles that cause a joint to straighten are called extensors.


A muscle which carries a limb further away from the body than it was previously is called an abductor.


The opposite action is produced by an adductor muscle.


Some of the Major Superficial Muscles and Their Actions


Brachiocephalic: extending from the front of the upper arm to the head. When the horse is standing still this muscle helps to swing the head and neck to the side. During movement it draws the forelimb forwards when the foot is raised from the ground at the end of the stride.


Trapezius: the muscle on either side of the withers, over the top of the Rhomboideus and Splenius muscles. It draws the scapula up and back.


Rhomboideus: draws the scapula upwards and forwards; it elevates the shoulder.


Splenius: elevates the head and turns the head and neck to one side.


Latissimus dorsi: runs from shoulder blade to back. It draws the scapula down and back. It draws the humerus up and back and supports the dorsal part of the thorax.


Longissimus dorsi: runs along the back. The muscle the rider sits upon. It supports the rider’s weight.


Sternocephalicus: flexes the head and neck forwards and downwards.


Serratus ventralis: the cervical and thoracic part acts as a sling for the trunk.


Triceps: extensor muscle of the elbow.


Biceps: flexor muscle of the elbow.


Semitendinosus: extends hip and flexes the stifle.


Biceps femoris: extends the hip joint, flexes the stifle joint. The main belly flexes the hock, the anterior part extends the stifle.


Gluteus medius: extends the hip joint.





The wall of the foot should be smooth and free from cracks. Rings and grooves are a sign of change of management or diet; pronounced rings can signify laminitis (see Shoeing, page 101 onwards).


The texture of the horn is of importance. Some breeds of horses have naturally hard feet, especially native ponies, Arabs and Hackneys. Poor horn texture can be improved by careful feeding, particularly the use of the additive biotin, and by the use of horn stimulants.


A skilled farrier can greatly improve a horse’s feet through regular attention. Equally, lack of care or an inexperienced farrier can spoil good feet.


Head


The head should be lean, well set on to the neck and of a size and style to suit the type of horse. There should be sufficient width between the branches of the lower jaw to allow ample room for the top of the windpipe. The jaw bone itself should not be too large. There must be room between the lower edge of the jaw bone and the jugular furrow, to allow the horse to flex.


The set of the head on the neck is very important, as it affects respiration, and ease of flexion, which in its turn affects the control and balance of the horse.


Eyes


The eyes should be of a good size and expression, and widely set to give broad vision. Their expression is a key to temperament and reliability, and should be bold and generous, not mean and sharp, if the horse is to work well.


Muzzle


The muzzle should be fine with a well-defined nostril. The jaws should be of equal length. If overshot (parrotmouthed) or undershot, the horse may have problems when biting grass, although his ability to chew will not be affected. This is an hereditary fault which could be passed on through breeding. Horses with this conformational fault should not be used for breeding.


If the jaw is too narrow in width or short in length it will make choosing the right bit more difficult.


Ears


The ears should be relaxed, mobile and of a good size. When pricked, they should be carried forward. Lop ears droop forwards and down, or to the side and down, but they have no ill effects other than to give an impression of dejection; some people say they are the sign of a generous nature.


Neck


The neck should be muscular and of a length and substance proportional to the body. The top line should be convex, with a definite arch between the withers and poll. A heavy crest, expected in a stallion, is to be regretted in a mare or gelding. The muscle under the neck should appear to slip into the shoulder without any definite division. The neck should not be set into the shoulder so low that there is a big dip between it and the withers.


Neck muscles, and thus outline, can be improved by correct training.


Shoulder


The shoulder should be deep with a definite slope forward from the withers to its point. This shape gives a better ride, and longer, more flowing strides. The top of the shoulder blades should be close together; if wide apart they make a lumpy or ‘loaded’ shoulder, which gives an uncomfortable ride and poor movement. When looked at from in front, they should appear as a flat, widening V from the withers downwards, not rounded or bulging.


Upright shoulders allow the saddle to slip forward, make the rider feel that he has little in front of him, and restrict the freedom of movement of the horse. This type of shoulder is more suitable for the harness horse.
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Withers


The withers should be clearly defined and of a sufficient height to provide room for the attachment of the covering muscles of the shoulders. If too high, this will make it difficult to fit a saddle; if too low the saddle tends to work forward – which may result in girth galls.


In a mature horse, the withers and croup should be of a similar height. If the croup is higher, known as ‘croup high’, the horse appears to be standing downhill and tends to be on his forehand when ridden. There are, however, some good jumpers and racehorses with this conformation.


Chest


The chest should be of medium width, giving plenty of heart room. If too narrow, the horse moves very close in front with the likelihood of brushing. If too wide, he tends to roll in canter and have limited ability to gallop.


Forelegs


The forelegs’ positioning will depend on the length and angle of the humerus bone, lying between the elbow and the point of shoulder. If this is too long, the legs are too far under the body, and the elbow is likely to be tied in, with a consequent lack of freedom of movement. The elbow should stand well away from the ribs.


The forelegs should be straight from the top of the leg to the foot when looked at from the front, and straight from the top of the leg to the front of the fetlock when looked at from the side. Any deviation from a straight line when looked at from the front is a serious fault, which affects the straightness of the action and gives extra strain on the tendons, ligaments and joints.


The forearm should be well developed, and longer than the leg below the knee, which should be relatively short so as to minimise strain on the ligaments and tendons.
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Knees


The knees should be broad, flat and deep to give room for the tendons which are attached over the top of the knee, and also to give room for the attachment of tendons and ligaments at the back of the knee.


A horse ‘back at the knee’ (concave when viewed from the side) or ‘calf kneed’ will be suitable for slower work, but is more likely to strain tendons when galloping and jumping.


A horse a little ‘over at the knee’ (convex when viewed from the side) is less likely to sprain tendons. This conformation, in many people’s opinion, is no drawback. It sometimes becomes more noticeable with age, especially in Thoroughbred horses.


Swollen knees caused by injury are always suspect, and the cause should be investigated.


Cannon Bones


The cannon bones should be short and straight. If narrower below the knee than at the fetlock, the horse is said to be ‘tied in below the knee’. There is less room for tendons and ligaments, and therefore a greater risk of strain.


‘Bone’ is measured immediately below the knee and is the circumference of the leg at that point. By placing the thumb and first finger round the leg an approximate measurement can be taken: 20cm (8ins) is sufficient bone for a riding horse or lightweight hunter, although this will depend on breeding; 21.5cm (8½ins) for a mediumweight hunter and 23–23.8cm (9–9½ins) for a heavyweight hunter.


A well-known saying is that ‘blood carries weight’. Thoroughbred and Arab horses have much denser bone structure than a horse of common breeding, i.e. of carthorse blood. Horses with this denser bone are capable of carrying more weight, relative to their size, than the commoner breeds.


Fetlock


The fetlock joint should give an appearance of flatness rather than roundness. Lumps on the front or back of the joint are a sign of work and age; on the inside they indicate that the horse moves close and brushes.


Pasterns


Pasterns should be of medium length. Long, sloping pasterns make for a springy ride, but are liable to strain. Short, upright pasterns are strong, but give a bumpy ride, and tend to cause lameness through the extra jar and concussion.


The angle of the pastern and hoof should match that of the shoulder (see page 103, hoof/pastern axis).


When looking at the horse’s legs as a whole, it is best if they are two matching pairs. If one leg is twisted or bent it may put some strain on the tendons and ligaments, and the joints. This may result in the leg not moving straight. The straighter the horse’s action the less likelihood there is of lameness.


Body


The body should be deep through the heart, with wellsprung ribs and plenty of room for the lungs. This gives a natural girth line.


A horse who is shallow through the heart is described as ‘showing a lot of daylight’ or ‘on the leg’. The measurement from the lowest part of the girth to the withers should approximately equal that from the girth to the ground. Many young horses have a ‘leggy’ appearance, but lose this look as they mature.
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By taking a piece of string and measuring from the elbow to the ground and then reversing it and taking it up from the elbow towards the withers, an approximate indication of the height at maturity can be made. 


Ribs


There are eight true ribs attached to both the vertebrae and the sternum, and ten false ribs attached to the vertebrae at the top and interconnected by cartilage at the bottom. The first rib is only slightly curved, the curvature of each succeeding rib gradually increasing to give a well-rounded appearance and internal space for many of the main organs of the body.


A ‘well sprung’ rib cage will support the saddle more easily.


An animal who is flat-sided, who runs up light, and who is ‘herring-gutted’, is usually a ‘poor doer’, lacking in stamina. There should be only a short gap between the last rib and the point of hip, i.e. 5–8cm (2–3ins). When looked at from the side, the flank should have depth.





Back


The back, having to carry the weight, should be of medium length and almost level.




	
LONG BACKS give a comfortable ride but are liable to strain. It is usual for mares to be longer in the back than stallions or geldings.


	
SHORT BACKS are strong, but give a less comfortable ride.


	
HOLLOW BACKS are a sign of weakness in young horses, but are also a sign of age in an older horse. Weak- or dip-backed horses are often suffering from progressive arthritis.


	
ROACH BACKS – i.e. arched upwards – are strong but give an uncomfortable ride. This outline can develop with age, and may then signify arthritis. It can be difficult to fit a saddle.





The correct muscular development of the back and loin area is essential if the horse is to perform well under the weight of the rider.
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Loins


The loins are immediately behind the saddle and on either side of the spinal processes. They should be broad and well developed. Their strength and correct muscular development play a major part in the horse’s balance and ability to perform. A slack loin goes with a weak back and should be avoided.


Quarters


The quarters provide power and should be muscular, the hips broad, rounded and a pair.


‘Hip down’ (a fracture of the point of the hip caused by a fall or hitting a door post) is shown by the flatter outline of the injured hip. It can be unsightly but often goes unobserved, and once the initial bruising has subsided, it rarely causes lameness. It can sometimes cause problems in pregnancy.


A ‘goose-rumped’ horse has quarters which slope sharply from croup to dock, and this often accompanies jumping ability. A prominence on the croup is called a ‘jumping bump’.


The dock should not be set on too low. There should be plenty of length between the hip and the point of buttock and the point of the hip and point of hock.


Viewed from behind, the impression should be one of strength, with rounded quarters and upper or first thighs sloping down to a well-developed second thigh or gaskin. ‘Split up behind’ means a poorly developed upper thigh.
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Hind Legs


When the horse is standing naturally and the hind leg is viewed both from the side and from immediately behind, there should be a straight line from the point of buttock through the point of hock down to the fetlock and so to the ground. Any deviation from this shows a weakness, and places greater strain both on the stifle joint, or the patella above, and the hock joint below it. When viewed from the side, the angles from point to hip to point of buttock, from point of buttock to stifle and from stifle to hock need to be similar and sufficient to be able to close to allow for engagement and open to allow for extension. These three joints work in harmony, and provide the main propelling force for galloping and jumping. When in movement, the stifle joint should not be thrown outwards, but should stay in line with the body. The stifle joint is the equivalent of the human knee.


Hocks


The hocks should be large, and the outline should be clean and flat with a prominent point at the back. There should be plenty of bone below the hock. There should be length from hip to hock. The hock should be ‘well let down’, i.e. the section of the limb from hock to fetlock should appear short.




 





There are various weak shapes of hock:




	
BENT OR SICKLE HOCKS If viewed from the side, there is a more acute angle to the hocks, which are too much under the horse, usually with a poor second thigh and cut-in above the hock.


	
COW HOCKS If viewed from the rear, the points of the hocks come together and the toes turn out. Such a horse is liable to brush but is often able to jump.


	
BOWED HOCKS If viewed from behind, the points of the hocks are wide apart, the toes turn in and the foot is likely to screw as it comes to the ground.


	
STRAIGHT HOCKS These are good for galloping, but have less leverage for jumping. There is more concussion unless compensated for by a long pastern. They are liable to strain, and young horses with straight hocks may suffer from a slipped stifle joint. This is usually rectified as the horse matures and the muscles and ligaments strengthen.


	
HOCKS OUT BEHIND Viewed from the side, such hocks are way out behind the horse. There is a big angle above the hock over the hamstring. Such horses often jump well, but rarely gallop and would have difficulty if asked to do dressage at any high level.





When viewed from behind when the horse is moving, the hocks should move strongly forward with no visible ‘wobble’. Hocks that deviate to the inside or outside when moving are more prone to strain or damage.


DEVELOPING AN EYE FOR A HORSE


It takes considerable experience and constant practice to ‘develop an eye’ for a horse and to be able to assess a horse’s conformation correctly. It can only be achieved by looking at many different types and sizes of horses and learning to compare and evaluate mentally what has been seen.


Assessing Conformation


First look at the horse at rest in the stable. Then ask the attendant to bring him out and stand him up for inspection.


General Impression




	Is the first impression good? If so, why? If not, why not?


	Is he true to type?


	Is he the right size, weight, etc. for the job required?


	If the first impression is good, look further. Remember, few horses within the budget of the average buyer are perfect. If the faults are minor or irrelevant to the job the horse is required to do, they do not necessarily preclude purchase.


	Does everything match?


	Assess the size of head in relation to body, and parts of the body in relation to each other.


	Consider the size of body in relation to the amount of ‘bone’ and to the length or shortness of legs.


	Assess structure and size of forehand in relation to hindquarters.


	Look at the size and shape of the feet.





Head, Neck, Forehand, Legs and Feet




	Check teeth for age, wolf teeth, and bit injuries.


	Check shape of the upper and lower jaw, and width between the branches of the lower jaw.


	Check the set of the head on the neck.





Stand in front of the horse and check:




	Width of the chest.


	Straightness of the legs – are they a pair?


	Size and shape of the knees.





Stand on the left or near side and:




	Check the shape and feel of the withers.


	View the angle and length of the shoulders.


	Check by eye and right hand the position and set of the elbow joint.





Face towards the tail and:




	Run the left hand down the back of the forearm, knees, tendons and fetlock joint of the left leg.


	Move to the right or off-side and compare the look and feel of the right leg.





Face the horse and:




	View the size and shape of the knee, the cannon bone, fetlock joint and pastern.


	Crouch down and, using both hands, check the front and back of the knee and leg to the coronet.





Face towards the tail and:




	Run the left hand down the shoulder and leg and pick up the foot. If necessary, pick out the foot. Check the size and shape of the foot, sole and frog. 



	If shod, check the shoes for fit, type and wear.





Repeat the above procedure with the right leg.


The Middle


Stand back and view:




	The general outline.


	Top line.


	Length of back.


	Depth of girth.


	Shape of ribs.


	Strength of loins.


	Run your left hand over the withers and along the back. Then feel the ribs and loin area.


	Feel for muscle development and condition.
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The Hindquarters, Legs and Feet


Stand back and view the outline, particularly:




	Length from hip joint to hock.


	Stifle to hock.


	Hock to fetlock.


	The size and shape of the hock, and the angle at which it is set on. The development of the muscles of the second thigh.





Run your hand along the body and over the quarters.


Take hold of the tail, and standing behind the horse check:




	The levelness of the points of the hips, and the width between the points of the hips.


	The muscular development of the buttocks and upper thighs.


	The straightness of the hind leg from point of buttock through the hock joint to the ground.


	The angle of the foot.





Standing to the side:




	Run your hand down the quarters and with both hands examine the hock joint for signs of strain or injury.







Feel down the hind leg in the same way as for the front leg, particularly the inside of the fetlock joint.


Check the hind feet in the same way as the front feet.


Repeat the last three procedures with the other leg.





Standing in front of the horse:




	Look through the front legs and, diagonally, at the inner outline of the hock. Compare the outline of each hock joint. 








Consider:




	The general impression, from expression of eyes and appearance of skin, coat and colour of gums. A running nose or eyes should be noted and mentioned.


	The feel of the coat and skin: staring coat and tight skin may imply worms or other illness and lack of condition.


	The feel of the horse’s body.


	
Neck. The crest should feel tough and strong. Poor crest means no reserves of fat.


	
Back and ribs. These should be well covered. In old age or pregnancy the weight of belly may give an impression of poorness above it. A second feel along the backbone should verify condition.


	
Quarters. Their shape varies according to breed and type. A fit horse has firm, well-developed muscles. A fat horse will show a round outline. A poor horse shows poverty lines down the back of the quarters, and the muscles will feel underdeveloped and soft.


	
The feet. These reflect general condition and management. The outward evidence of changes – either for the better or worse – may take nine to eighteen months to show.





Assessing Condition


Developing ‘an eye for a horse’ will include both conformation and condition. An unscrupulous seller may try to hide poor conformation with too much condition. The inexperienced handler may think that the very lean fit horse is in poor condition. Assessing the horse’s condition is called ‘Condition Scoring’ and is an important skill to learn. It is as harmful to the horse to be too fat as to be too thin.


If the horse is too fat he will be unable to work satisfactorily. He will be more prone to laminitis and joint problems. His heart and lungs will be put under extra strain and he may also be difficult to fit a saddle to.
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SCORE 1
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SCORE 2
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SCORE 3
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SCORE 4
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SCORE 5











CONDITION SCORING












	SCORE

	DESCRIPTION

	PELVIS

	BACK AND RIBS

	NECK






	0

	Very Poor

	Angular, skin tight.


Very sunken rump.


Deep cavity under tail.

	Skin tight over ribs.


Very prominent  and sharp backbone.

	Marked ewe neck.


Narrow and slack at base.






	1

	Poor

	Prominent pelvis and croup.


Sunken rump but skin supple.


Deep cavity under tail.

	Ribs easily visible.


Prominent backbone with sunken skin on either side.

	Ewe neck, narrow and slack base.






	2

	Moderate

	Rump flat either side of back bone.


Croup well defined, some fat.


Slight cavity under tail.

	Ribs just visible.


Backbone covered but


spines can be felt.

	Narrow but firm.






	3

	Good

	Covered by fat and rounded.


No gutter.


Pelvis easily felt.

	Ribs just covered and easily felt.


No gutter along the back.


Backbone well covered but spines can be felt.

	No crest (except for stallions), firm neck.






	4

	Fat

	Gutter to root of tail.


Pelvis covered by fat.


Need firm pressure.

	Ribs well covered – need pressure to feel.


Slight crest to feel.

	Wide and firm.






	5

	Very Fat

	Deep gutter to root of tail.


Skin distended.


Pelvis buried, cannot be felt.

	Ribs buried, cannot be felt.


Deep gutter along back.


Back broad and flat.

	Marked crest very wide and firm.


Fold of fat.









(Based on the Carroll and Huntington Method)








To obtain a body condition score, score the pelvis first, then adjust by half a point if it differs by one point or more from the back or neck.


The horse who is too thin may well be subject to worms and lice. He will have difficulty finding the energy to work and may be prone to more sprains and strains because of tiredness. It may also be difficult to fit a saddle on him.


The Fit Horse


The backbone is not visible, and the flesh on either side is level. The ribs are barely distinguished, though they can just be felt. The shoulders and neck blend smoothly into the body. The neck, when felt, is hard and has substance. The skin over the ribs is loose and easily moved. The muscles are well developed and firm to the touch.




 





Four categories of fitness may be recognised:




	
The ridden show animal. Fairly well muscled up, but often overfat. Ribs not visible and can only just be felt.


	
The show jumper/dressage horse. Well muscled, but may carry some fat. Ribs cannot be seen, but can be felt.


	
The event horse. Very well muscled, but should not be carrying much excess weight. Ribs can be seen and felt. A three-day event horse will be much leaner than a one-day event horse.


	
The racehorse. Very well muscled but with no surplus fat. Muscles are rounded and can be clearly seen and felt, including above the bony points, especially over the loins and croup. There is little fat in the spaces between muscles. This horse, to an uneducated eye, may appear thin.





Assessing Temperament


Whilst moving around the animal and handling him, be aware of his reaction. Note whether he is calm and confident when handled or nervous, pushy or stiff. Remember that age and experience will have a bearing but if you have doubts repeat the procedure and note the reaction.


Breeding Conformation


If a mare is going to be used for breeding note the shape and size of the udder. If she has already had a foal, the teats will usually be more prominent and she will not mind being touched in that area.


Examine the vulva; it should be perpendicular and firmly closed. If the mare has bred there may be some wrinkling but it should be closed. If the vulva slopes backwards towards the rectum there is more risk of infection.


Final Assessment


Once you have examined the whole horse in detail, take another step back and look at the whole again. If you still like what you see you will want to assess the action, see Chapter 2.



















CHAPTER


2


ACTION





The ability of a horse to move well greatly depends on his conformation, breeding and type. A good mover uses himself equally well in front and behind.


To move well in front, a horse must actively use his shoulders as well as his knees and fetlock joints. He should move straight, with a length of stride suitable to his make and shape. He should flow, giving an impression of moving with ease, which will be more likely if the elbow is well positioned, allowing plenty of room between elbow and ribs. There should be slight knee elevation, but if this is exaggerated the horse may be better suited to driving rather than riding.


A horse with an upright shoulder rarely moves well: he has a short stride and is a moderate ride. A show horse should always move straight. Horses destined for most competitive disciplines will usually be less susceptible to strains and injury if their action is ‘straight’.


The movement of the hind leg is equally important. Good movement comes from well-developed loins, quarters and thighs, and from active hocks. The appearance should be of strength and power. The action should again be straight, with the hocks brought well forward underneath the body.


In trot, if as the horse moves away from you he is sound and has full use of his joints, it should be possible to see briefly the whole sole of each foot when the foot is at its highest point.


Some allowance should be made for young horses, particularly when trotted in-hand, and for four-year-olds when ridden. Lack of balance and muscular development may affect their action. As the horse matures and comes off his forehand, small defects in his action often disappear. A skilled farrier can do much to improve a horse’s movement.


DEFECTIVE ACTION


Dishing


The front foot is thrown outwards, particularly in trot, and although this action appears to come from below the knee it is related to the flexion of the elbow. When still, the horse will often stand with toes turned in – ‘pigeon-toed’. The movement can occur in one or both front legs. As long as it is only moderate dishing it is of little detriment to the horse, except for showing. An exaggerated movement puts great strain on the fetlock joints, and this may eventually cause unsoundness.


Plaiting or Lacing


At walk and trot the horse places one of the hind or front pairs of feet in front of the other. Narrow-chested horses are prone to this. Excessive plaiting is likely to make the horse stumble and even fall. A slight deviation can be acceptable. The knee should be carefully checked for any scarring or bruising.


Toes Turned Out


Horses who stand with either front or hind feet pointing outwards usually brush their legs, knocking the inside of their fetlock joint with the opposite foot. Evidence of this is an enlarged joint from constant bruising and/or rubbing off of the hair over the joint. It is a serious fault, as it necessitates always using protective boots when the horse is ridden, which can cause other problems.


Going Wide Behind


This often relates to stiffness in the back, and the hind legs are frequently bowed outwards. It is unsightly.


It can put extra strain on the hocks. When viewed from behind if the hocks appear to ‘wobble’ when the horse moves it sometimes means he will have difficulty when asked to do dressage or jump beyond novice level. In the young horse, judicious work may strengthen the hock joints.


Forging


Forging is not considered to be a defect, as it can usually be corrected. It occurs in trot when the toe of the hind shoe strikes the underneath surface of the front shoe on the same side. The front foot lingers and is caught by the back shoe.


It is sometimes found in free-moving young horses, not yet sufficiently balanced and strong under the weight of the rider, and thus not able to bring the weight off the forehand. The problem ceases when the horse is stronger and better balanced. Another cause is trotting too fast. This is usually the rider’s fault – if the trot is slowed down, the forging ceases.


Poor conformation can sometimes lead to forging. The remedy is schooling to improve and build up muscles. If the feet are too long at the toe this can also cause forging, but this can be corrected by a farrier.




[image: ]





Over-reaching


Over-reaching occurs when the hind limb over-extends and the toe of the hind shoe interferes with or strikes into the forelimb between the knee and the bulbs of the heel. Usually the lower part of the limb is most affected, particularly the bulbs of the heels. A high over-reach can cause severe damage to the tendons in the back of the leg. Over-reaching usually occurs when galloping or jumping, or through loss of balance, or when overworking a tired horse.
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ASSESSING ACTION AND SOUNDNESS




	Ask the attendant to walk the horse away, turn and walk back. Check on evenness and length of stride, and head movement. Always ensure the attendant allows free movement of the head and neck whilst walking and trotting up the horse.


	Ask the attendant to trot the horse away, turn and trot back, keeping to as straight a line as possible. Check on the straightness of movement, the activity and levelness of the trot, and the evenness of the movement of the horse’s head.


	Ask for the horse to be trotted up again, and view from the side. Observe the general attitude of the horse.


	When assessing the walk from the side, the front and hind leg should appear to form a V underneath the belly. If both legs on the same side appear to be going forward at the same time, the walk will not be a regular 4:4 rhythm and this can be difficult to correct with training.


	In trot when viewed from the side, the feet should be raised a similar amount behind and in front. When viewed from behind, the hips should appear even and the hocks both active to the same degree. The head and neck should be carried straight. Sometimes, if the tail is carried to one side, it can indicate back problems. The area the horse is trotted up on can make a considerable difference to his action, as can whether he is shod or unshod. A smooth, level surface will give the horse the best chance of showing good action. If it is concrete or tarmac it will also enable the assessor to hear the rhythm of the footfalls, which can be very helpful when assessing soundness.


	In trot watching the movement of the head and neck can be a good indicator of soundness. In a sound horse the head and neck should remain fairly steady, with very little movement. If lame in front, the head is often raised above the norm when the lame leg hits the ground, and if lame behind it drops below the norm when the lame leg hits the ground.
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THE PSYCHOLOGY OF THE HORSE





Understanding the psychology of the horse is key to managing him successfully. At any time when there is a ‘problem’ with a horse, consider how it has arisen. It is almost certainly due to some mistake or error in his handling.


Stable management might better be called horse management. In order to manage horses and ponies efficiently it is important to understand their natural lifestyle.


HORSE PSYCHOLOGY


Horses are herd animals. In the wild they live in family groups and roam over a wide area grazing for up to eighteen hours a day. They are flight animals, running away from perceived danger but when cornered will bite, kick, strike out and buck or rear in an attempt to rid themselves of the danger.


When kept in a group, they quickly establish a ‘pecking order’. When a new animal is introduced into the group this order may change. It may also change if an animal is removed. This may result in the group biting and squealing and attempting to kick each other. Unless stallions are involved, if the animals are unshod behind, they seldom inflict much damage on each other.


Horses are large, flighty and unpredictable. They are also sensitive, have excellent memory and are creatures of habit. All these natural attributes need to be used to our advantage when caring for them.


Successfully balancing the horse’s natural lifestyle against the practicalities of caring for and riding him is the key to good management.


Horses do not know the difference between good and bad but they are quick to learn and react to the way they are handled.


For many centuries they were nomadic, grass-eating, herd animals, and speed was their greatest protection against enemies. Even a newly born foal was soon on his feet, ready to keep up with his mother and, if the necessity arose, to join the rest of the herd in flight. Bucking was an instinctive defence reaction to dislodge a predator leaping on the back. Thus, if a horse is frightened, his first thought is to gallop off, bucking as he goes.


If a frightened horse is cornered, his instinct is to kick his way out. He may also stamp and strike out with his front feet. Allied with this protective behaviour is very acute hearing, good eyesight both forwards and to the side – and a nose sensitive to any strange or foreign smell. Horses therefore react very quickly when anything disturbs or alarms them. Their first thought is flight; if this is made impossible they resist and fight. It is essential that on these occasions any person dealing with the horse is of a calm temperament and unafraid.


Horses have little reasoning power but excellent memories. Their training from the earliest age must establish confidence, trust and good habits, which in time become instinctive. Their memory can, however, also work against them. If startled or frightened by circumstances or people, a horse never forgets. Given the same situation he will always be likely to think back and react in a similar way.


Most bad behaviour by horses, both in and out of the stable, is caused by incorrect handling, particularly when the horse is young. The horse is a creature of habit, and appreciates a regular routine. He can be easily upset by sudden and unexpected change.


THE HERD INSTINCT


This is exhibited in the following ways:




	Young horses often show unwillingness to leave others or reluctance to work alone.


	Horses left on their own when others are taken away will often gallop about, and may even jump over a fence or gate.


	A group of horses or ponies in a field will usually have a herd leader and a very distinctive pecking order. This is very obvious when hay is fed loose on the ground in winter.





As the herd instinct is very strong it can be used to help control and manage horses in such instances as:




	When horses are stabled they are always happier and more settled if other horses are within sight and hearing.


	When travelling, a young or nervous horse often settles if allowed a quiet older pony as a travelling companion.


	Horses at grass are happier when in company. Ponies who are difficult to catch will often give in if encouraged to follow others to the gate.


	A horse who gets loose when away from his stable or field feels insecure and worried and tends to return to familiar surroundings. He usually goes back to either the stable or outside the field gate.





PROBLEMS AND POSSIBLE CAUSES


Pulling back when tied up


Cause: Tying up before the horse is calm. Tying up too short, so that the horse feels restricted. Typing up when horse is standing on an unsuitable surface.


Kicking or biting when being groomed


Cause: Nervous groom, sensitive skin, rough handling. Poor choice of grooming equipment. Brushing hair against the lie of the coat. A build-up of static electricity in the coat cause by synthetic rugs and/or grooming tools.


Bad to shoe


Cause: Insufficient handling of feet when young. Hasty or rough farrier. If in older horses, they may be suffering from arthritis or joint problems and finding it difficult to stand on three legs.


Bad to box


Cause: Hasty or rough handling, insufficient time taken to box. Frightening the horse by driving too fast, particularly on corners. Poorly positioned lorry or trailer with the ramp too steep or not firm when stepped on. Leading the horse incorrectly.


Kicking when travelling


Cause: Insufficient room to balance, resulting in restriction and fear. Poor driving, especially cornering too fast or accelerating or decelerating too quickly.


Pulling back when in trailer


Cause: Tying up before back strap and back are put up. Tying up too short or too high.


Resisting examination and treatment


Cause: Fear, pain, nervous handler.
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THE TEETH AND AGEING





The horse has three types of teeth. These are:




(1) the molars or grinding teeth;


(2) the incisors or biting teeth; and


(3) the tushes.





The molars are situated to the rear of the mouth, on either side of the face and in the upper and lower jaws. The incisors are in the upper and lower jaws in the front of the mouth. The tushes are found in the space between the other two groups of teeth. To open the mouth safely the fingers may be inserted into this space, which is where the bit lies.


The horse grows two sets of teeth during his lifetime: temporary milk or deciduous teeth, and permanent teeth. The temporary teeth are small and white, with a distinct neck. Permanent teeth are larger, stronger, pale fawn or yellow in colour, with no distinct neck.


TYPES AND NUMBER OF TEETH


Molars or Grinding Teeth


These are in the long head bones and jaw bones. Their function is to grind food. There are twelve temporary molars (also called premolars): three in each side of the upper and lower jaws; these are eventually replaced by permanent teeth. There are twelve permanent molars (also called true molars): three in each side of the upper and lower jaws. In addition, there are twelve true molars, which are permanent from the outset. By the time the horse is three-and-a-half to four years old, he has a total of twenty-four permanent cheek teeth.


The upper jaw is wider than the lower jaw and this, in conjunction with the criss-cross movement of the jaws as the horse eats, causes the teeth to wear unevenly and require regular rasping to maintain a level surface. It is the outside of the upper teeth and the inside of the lower teeth which will need attention. If the sharp edges are left, mastication is affected, and the horse may also cut the inside of his mouth. All horses’ teeth should be checked every six months right through their lives and not just when they become older or there are obvious signs of problems.


Incisors or Biting Teeth


These form a rather flat arch in the front of the top jaw or maxilla, and in the front of the lower jaw, the mandible. Their function is to bite through growing herbage and to collect food.


There are twelve temporary incisors and twelve permanent incisors, six in each jaw. The centre teeth are called ‘centrals’, on either side of them are the ‘laterals’ and the remaining ones are called ‘corner’ teeth.


Tushes


These are found in the mouths of adult male horses and very occasionally in mares. They appear between the incisor and molar teeth, one in each jaw, four in all. They appear at the age of three-and-a-half to four years, and are fully developed twelve months later. They were originally ‘weapons’, but now serve no purpose in the mouth of the domesticated horse.


If awkwardly placed, they can sometimes cause discomfort when a bit is in the mouth. As the horse grows older they often become encrusted with tartar, which should be removed to prevent the gum from becoming inflamed.


Wolf Teeth


These small extra teeth which may erupt between the ages of two and five years old are usually found more commonly in the upper jaw, close up against the first molar tooth. They may vary in size and root depth, but are always smaller than the true molar. They are usually discarded with the milk teeth. There are occasions when they remain in the jaw and cause the horse considerable discomfort when bitted. Their presence often goes unnoticed, and they can be the cause of mouth problems.


It is almost always advisable to have wolf teeth removed by your veterinary surgeon. This should be a simple task, but occasionally may require surgery if deep roots are encountered.


Before starting to train young horses or retrain older horses their mouths should be inspected in case of tooth problems. When inspecting the mouth, always untie the horse. Most horses will show some resentment when having their mouths looked at, so a tactful approach is needed and this should be carried out by an experienced person.


THE PARTS OF THE TEETH


The surface of the tooth which bites and/or grinds the food is called the table, also known as the tabular surface, masticating surface or occlusal surface; it is this which gets worn down.


The crown of the tooth is that part which is above the gum. In milk teeth, the point where gum and tooth meet is the neck.


The root part of the tooth lies within the jaw. It is hollow and its cavity contains the nerves and the blood vessels which nourish the tooth.


As the incisor tooth grows older, this cavity, the fang hole, fills up with a substance of a lighter colour. As the table of the tooth wears down, this will eventually appear as a small white area on the centre of the tooth in front of the mark.


The mark or infundibulum is the blackened depression seen on the table of the permanent incisors. It is lined by a ring of enamel. In the young tooth the mark is broad and deep, but as the table of the tooth wears down, the mark becomes shallower and eventually disappears. The blackening of the mark is due to discoloration from food and is not present in the new tooth.


TEETHING


When new teeth are coming through, the horse’s gums become inflamed and painful, and if the animal is on feed other than grass they may make eating uncomfortable. Such animals should be put on a soft diet and meadow hay. Ridden horses can become more sensitive in their mouths, and if the problem is not recognised this ‘mouthiness’ can turn into a permanent habit.


Horses should not have a bit in their mouths until the teeth are through and the gum healed, so the mouths of all young horses should be checked regularly, particularly when they are likely to be cutting teeth. Should there be any unusual tooth formation or wolf teeth present, veterinary advice should be sought.


AGEING THE HORSE


The official age of Thoroughbred and warmblood horses is taken from 1 January.


Ageing the horse by looking at his teeth is not an exact science and with the introduction of passports it is very easy to verify the horse’s age. However, it is still a requirement in BHS exams and is a useful aid when buying horses or assessing their potential. It is done by examining the incisors.
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2 years
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2½ years 
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3 years
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3½ years 
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4 years
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4½ years
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5 years
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6 years











[image: ]

7 years











[image: ]

8 years
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9 years
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10 years
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10–12 years
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15 years 










Milk Teeth












	Birth or shortly after

	Two central incisors appear in each jaw






	4–6 weeks

	Lateral incisors appear






	9–10 months

	Corner incisors appear






	12 months

	All incisor teeth are in full wear















Permanent Teeth












	2½ years

	The central milk teeth are gradually replaced by the permanent incisors which at 3 years are in full wear






	3½ years

	The lateral permanent incisors appear and at 4 years are in full wear






	4½ years

	The corner incisors appear and in the male, the tush






	5 years

	The corner incisors are well up but smaller than their neighbours. The tables are not quite level or in full wear. The tush is well grown






	6 years

	The corner incisors are in full wear but the infundibulum or ‘mark’ is less distinct






	7 years

	The mark on the central incisors may have gone, and that on the lateral incisors may be less obvious. A distinct hook shows on the edge of the upper corner incisor: the ‘seven-year hook’






	8 years

	The mark may have disappeared from the lateral incisor and is less distinct on the corner incisors. The seven-year hook has been worn level. The fang hole or ‘dental star’ is seen in the central incisors as a line in front of the mark






	9 years

	The mark has all but gone from all the incisors. The dental star appears on the lateral incisors






	10–12 years

	The dental star gradually becomes a spot rather than a line and is present in all incisors


















Ageing the horse by looking at his teeth should be done in conjunction with looking at the animal as a whole. Take into account make, shape and condition when coming to a conclusion. The way in which the horse has been managed, whether he lives out and has grazed all his life and the diet he has been fed will also make a difference to the colour and length of the teeth. A pony is quite likely to have much shorter, whiter incisors than a Thoroughbred of the same age who has always been stabled.


Horses who have a malformation of the jaw, undershot or overshot, or horses who have suffered injuries that affect the jaw action will be more difficult to age accurately.


When ageing, always have the horse untied, stand at the side of the horse facing the front and place the arm nearer the horse, under the jaw and steady the muzzle with your hand. With your free hand it may be sufficient just to push the lips apart in the area of the corners.


Always look at both sides of the mouth before making a judgement, as they often differ.


It is easier to age if it is done in ‘blocks’. Up until two years the horse will only have milk teeth and be obviously very young in his build.




	From 2–4 he will be changing his milk teeth for permanent teeth.  


	4½–6 The permanent teeth will be gradually more in wear.  


	7–10 Mature mouth, hooks come and go. Marks on the tables change shape and prominence.  


	10–15 Shape of tables changes. Galvayne’s groove often present. Marks on tables fade. Teeth longer and more angled.


	15+ Triangular tables. Long teeth. Galvayne’s groove disappeared. Horse may show other signs of age.





By working within these ‘blocks’ you are working within a 3–4 year age range which is easier for the less experienced handler.


Galvayne’s Groove


This is a depression on the outer side of the upper corner incisor. It is seen mainly in cold-blood heavy horses. It is often absent in warmblood light horses or ponies. It appears just below the gum at nine to ten years, has grown halfway down by fifteen years, and to the bottom by twenty years. Very often staining on the teeth due to diet is mistaken for Galvayne’s groove.


Hooks


Hooks occur on the edge of the upper, corner teeth. A hook is usually obvious at seven and may recur at nine and eleven when it may persist for the rest of the horse’s life.


Shape of the Table and Angle of the Teeth


From the age of seven years onward, the tables of the teeth will change from oval to round and then to triangular. The back of the tooth forms the apex of the triangle. As the horse ages, his gums recede, his teeth appear to be longer and they project more forward and at a more acute angle.


Bishoping


This is the practice of attempting to make an old mouth look young. The teeth are filed short, and a false mark is gouged out of the centre of the table. The practice can be recognised, as the teeth do not meet naturally, and there is no enamel lining to the false mark.


Crib Biting


When examining a horse for age it is easy to recognise signs of crib biting. The central, and possibly lateral, upper teeth are worn on their outer edges.



















CHAPTER


5


BREEDS





Breed societies keep a stud register. For a horse or pony to be recognised as belonging to a certain breed and to be recorded in the stud book of that breed society they must be qualified. Many breed societies are affiliated to the British Horse Society. An up-to-date list can be found in the current BHS Year Book.


The Rare Breeds Survival Trust (RBST) currently lists no fewer than eleven of Britain’s breeds on their ‘watchlist’, categorised as critical, endangered, vulnerable or at risk.


THOROUGHBRED (TB)


The word Thoroughbred is used to describe horses registered in the General Stud Book. In 1791 An Introduction to a General Stud Book first appeared, followed by several more editions until, in 1808, Volume I of the General Stud Book, now usually referred to as the GSB, was published.


All Thoroughbred horses can trace their ancestry in the male line to three stallions imported into Britain in the late seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries: the Byerley Turk, the Darley Arabian and the Godolphin Arabian. On the female side, all horses in the GSB trace back to some thirty mares, mostly of Arab blood, originally bred or imported by King Charles II in the seventeenth century and known as the ‘Royal Mares’.


The breed has become extremely successful in racing, and Thoroughbred blood has been introduced to improve and upgrade the quality of old-established breeds. Nowadays the Thoroughbred can be found in horse racing countries all over the world.


The General Stud Book is kept by Messrs Weatherby of Wellingborough, Northamptonshire, and TB types are registered by reference to them. Foals should be registered before they are four months old. The information required is sex, age, colour and markings, name of previous owner and/or breeder, and the sire and the dam.


 Since 1974 Weatherbys have kept a Non-Thoroughbred Register, previously published by Miss F. M. Prior as the HB (half-bred) Stud Book. Up to 1987 this was for the produce of TB stallions out of mares who had been identified by Weatherbys. Entry has now been widened to include the produce of certain non-TB stallions registered with Weatherbys.


BRITISH SPORT HORSE


The Sport Horse Breeders of Great Britain (SHB) is now the name of what used to be called the National Light Horse Breeding Society or Hunters’ Improvement Society (HIS). Its aim is to identify and promote breeding of the range and type of horse for the future, largely using Thoroughbred blood. It will also assist in the registration, promotion and marketing of horses bred in the UK and establish British-bred horses internationally.





BRITISH WARMBLOOD


This is a new breed group started in the 1970s. The foundation stock are the Continental warmbloods (Hanoverian, Danish, Dutch, etc.), many of which have been mated with the Thoroughbred in Britain. Mares and stallions are eligible for the stud book on the basis of pedigree, plus conformation, action and veterinary tests. The aim is to produce a British warmblood with correct conformation, athletic movement and a tractable temperament, particularly suitable for dressage, jumping and general riding.


ARAB


The Arab is a foundation breed, crossing with which has improved other breeds of horses. Many countries now have their own Arab breed societies and stud books. In the United Kingdom the Arab Horse Society produces three stud books:




	 for pure-bred Arabs


	 for Anglo Arabs – Arabs crossed with Thoroughbreds


	 for part-bred Arabs





Anglo Arabs and part-bred Arabs must have a minimum of 12.5% Arab blood to be eligible for registration.


CLEVELAND BAY


This is a breed of great antiquity originating in northeast Yorkshire. In the 1960s there were only four Cleveland Bay stallions left, and although their numbers have increased, the breed remains on the RBST’s critical list. This is an excellent carriage horse, and is also a good show jumper and eventer. When crossed with the Thoroughbred this breed produces some of the best hunters.


Cleveland Bays must be bay with black points, and have no white other than a small star. Their ideal height is 16–l6.2hh (162–168cm).


IRISH DRAUGHT


This breed has been used in Ireland as a general farm horse. A stud book was started in 1917, and in the 1970s steps were taken to maintain the breed which, because of the popularity of its cross, was diminishing in numbers. When crossed with Thoroughbred or Arab blood they produce quality weight-carrying stock who have achieved great success in competitive sports and as hunters.


HACKNEY


The Hackney horse is descended from two regional types: the Yorkshire and the Norfolk Roadster. The Hackney Horse Society was founded in 1883. Today the two types have been fused to produce what we know as the Hackney Horse, standing 15–15.3hh (152–160cm); a harness horse with a spectacular trotting gait, good use of the shoulders and great flexion and thrust from the hock. While most people view the Hackney as a carriage horse, the breed is actually extremely versatile.


The Hackney Pony was developed in the 1870s by crossing a Hackney stallion called Sir George with purebred Fell ponies, the resultant offspring having quality, substance, extravagant action and great presence. Hackney ponies do not exceed 14hh (142cm) and are now seen mostly in the show ring in driving competitions.


Both the Hackney Horse and Pony are listed as endangered by the RBST.


Cross-breds


The pure-bred Hackneys do not fulfil all the demands of riders or drivers, and in Britain there has been considerable cross-breeding to produce cobs, hacks, hunters and show jumpers. The mountain and moorland breeds, particularly the Welsh Cob and Connemara, are popular for this purpose.


HEAVY HORSE BREEDS


These are also used for cross-breeding. Many good riding horses are produced by putting a Shire or Clydesdale mare to a TB horse. If Percheron or Suffolk Punch mares are used, the offspring grow less feather on the legs. The Percheron cross tends to have the better action. Though Suffolk Punch numbers are improving, the breed remains on the RBST’s critical list, whilst the Clydesdale is classified as vulnerable and the Shire as at risk.


Some shows are now holding ridden classes for the heavies, and these are proving extremely popular.


EUROPEAN WARMBLOODS


There are a considerable number of Continental breeds, often referred to as warmbloods. They are descendants of the riding and carriage horses who used to be bred in the various areas, mixed with TB, Arab and each other to varying degrees. Although their lineage is mixed, they are tested for type, conformation, action, aptitude for performing, etc. and will only be branded and accepted into the relevant stud book if they conform to the breed specifications. They are in high demand for all types of competition. Many have British branches of their stud books.


MOUNTAIN AND MOORLAND BREEDS


Nine of these breeds are indigenous to the British Isles. Many of the smaller breeds have had some Arab blood in them, whereas the larger ponies such as the Dales were crossed with Clydesdales to give the offspring greater size and strength.


The severity of the native environment has made the breeds very hardy. For many centuries they have had to survive in winter with the minimum of food and shelter, which has ensured that only the toughest of them have been left to carry on the breed.


The growth of trekking holidays increased the demand for the larger ponies and cobs. They make admirable mounts for novice adults, and are capable of carrying heavy riders. All the native breeds have experienced a huge increase in popularity during the last decade, and today large numbers of them can be seen competing at major shows.


Nevertheless, six of our native mountain and moorland breeds remain on the RBST’s ‘Watchlist.’


Welsh


There are four types of ponies and cobs registered with the Welsh Pony and Cob Society:




Section A is the Welsh Mountain Pony, the foundation stock of all the other sections. The ponies make excellent mounts for children, and are very successful in the show ring in leading rein, first ridden, open ridden and working hunter classes. They have also been used to improve other breeds. They are well-made, pretty ponies with a small, clean-cut head, short, flat bone and free, straight movement. They should not exceed 12hh (121.9cm) and can be any colour except piebald and skewbald, though grey tends to be dominant.


Semi-feral Section A ponies are listed on the RBST’s ‘Watchlist’ as vulnerable.


Section B is the Welsh Pony up to 13.2hh (137.2cm). The general description of ponies in Section A of the Stud Book is applicable to those in Section B, but more particularly the Section B pony shall be described as a riding pony, with quality, riding action, adequate bone and substance, hardiness and constitution and with a pony character.


Section C is the Welsh Pony of cob type over 12hh (121.9cm) but not exceeding 13.2hh (137.2cm).


Section D is the Welsh Cob. They exceed 13.2hh (121.9cm) but there is no upper height limit, though they must have pony character and as much substance as possible. When crossed with TB stock they have produced successful dressage horses, show jumpers and driving horses.


Both Section Cs and Ds make excellent riding or driving ponies, and are good jumpers. Their action is true and forceful, and in trot the whole foreleg should be extended straight from the shoulder and as far forward as possible, with hocks flexed under the body with straight and powerful leverage. Colour can be anything except piebald and skewbald.





Exmoor


The oldest of our British native pony breeds, the Exmoor pony traces back to Roman times. The RBST lists the Exmoor as endangered because of the low number of breeding animals. Recently Exmoors have found a new role in managing nature reserves for English Nature and the National Trust. Their willingness to eat various coarse plants makes them ideal for conservation grazing, and on the Purbecks in Dorset a small herd is successfully helping the rare orchid population to survive.


The preferred height range is stallions and geldings 11.3hh (119.4cm) to 12.3hh (129.5cm) and mares 11.2hh (116.8cm) to 12.2hh (127cm). Colour is bay, brown or dun, with black points, ‘mealy’ colour on the muzzle, round the eyes and inside the flanks. There should be no white markings anywhere. The ponies have short ears, a clean-cut face with a broad forehead, and large, prominent eyes with a well-defined fleshy hood (‘toad eyes’). In winter, they have a double-layered dense coat with an under-insulating layer of fine, springy hair and an outer waterproofing layer of hard, greasy hair.


They make good riding ponies for older children and are capable of carrying an adult. They can always be identified by brand marks, which are given when the pony is examined as a foal by the Exmoor Pony Society inspectors. If of a suitable standard, the pony is allocated a number which is branded on the near flank; the Exmoor star and the herd number are then branded on the near shoulder.


Movement should be straight and smooth, without exaggerated action.


Connemara


These ponies, which originated in western Ireland, are now very popular in the United Kingdom. They make excellent mounts for teenagers and light adults, and are known for their good temperament and jumping ability. Crossed with a Thoroughbred they make good all-round competition horses. Pure-bred Connemaras range in height from 12.2hh (127cm) to 14.2hh (148cm).


Colours are grey, black, bay, brown and dun with occasional roan, chestnut, palomino and dark-eyed cream. They are a well-balanced riding type with depth, substance and good heart room, standing on short legs covering a lot of ground. Movement is free, easy and true, without undue knee action but active and covering the ground.


New Forest


These ponies have bred in the New Forest for many centuries. There are now many private studs, where selective breeding has improved the stock. They make good, versatile riding ponies, with an upper height limit of 14.2hh (148cm). There is no lower height limit.


They can be any colour except piebald, skewbald or blue-eyed cream. They have an equable temperament and are easy to train. Their action is free, active and straight, but not exaggerated. Crossed with TB or Arab blood they make excellent small riding horses of great versatility.





Dartmoor


These ponies are indigenous to Dartmoor, though they are also bred privately off the moor, and are currently listed as vulnerable by the RBST. They make good children’s ponies, being quiet, kind and reliable. They are versatile in that they are used successfully for lead rein, first ridden, open ridden, working hunter and driving.


In height they should not exceed 12.2hh (127cm). They can be black, bay, brown, chestnut, grey or roan. Piebalds and skewbalds are not allowed, and excessive white markings are discouraged. Their movement is low and straight, with good shoulder and hock action but without exaggeration.


They make good foundation stock and, when crossed with breeds such as TB or Arab, have produced many successful show animals.


Dales


Dales ponies are native to north-eastern England, and are on the RBST’s critical list. They are a well-built cob-type, with active paces, full of quality and spirit. The preferred height range is 14hh (142cm) to 14.2hh (148cm).


Their colours are black, brown, bay, grey and occasionally roan. Markings include a star and/or snip, with white to the fetlocks on the hind legs only.


They have 20–23cm (8–9ins) of flat, flinty bone with ample, silky feather, and a long, flowing tail and mane, traditionally ‘a yard long’. Their movement is clean, high, straight and true, with tremendous energy, going forward on ‘all fours.’


It is said that a Dales pony should be capable of pulling a plough, trotting a mile in 3 minutes and giving a good ride to hounds.


This pony is always referred to as a ‘Dales,’ and not a ‘Dale.’


Fell


The Fell pony is native to the northern Pennines and Cumbria, and is currently classified as at risk by the RBST. Smaller than its close neighbour the Dales, it should not exceed 14hh (142cm). They are strongly built and can be black, brown, bay or grey. Chestnuts, piebalds and skewbalds are barred. A star and/or a little white on or below the hind fetlock is acceptable, although an excess of white markings is discouraged. They have a lively and alert appearance, and great bone, with plenty of fine hair at the heels. The mane and tail are left to grow long.


Their walk is smart and true, with a well-balanced trot with good knee and hock action, going well from the shoulder and flexing the hocks. They make excellent ride-and-drive ponies.


Highland


The Highland pony is one of the two native breeds of the Scottish Highlands and Islands. Their height is 13hh (132cm) to 14.2hh (148cm). They were used for work on the crofts, ploughing and carrying peat. Being sure-footed and placid, they were ideal for deer stalking and for carrying the carcases. They make good riding ponies, capable of carrying adults. The RBST list them as at risk.


Colours include a range of duns: mouse, yellow, grey and cream. They can also be grey, brown, black and occasionally bay and liver chestnut with silver mane and tail. Many ponies have a dorsal stripe and some show zebra markings on legs and shoulders. A small star is acceptable, but other white markings are discouraged.


Their action is straight and free-moving, without undue knee action.


Shetland


These ponies originated in the Shetland Isles, where many are still bred. They are a very ancient breed, exceptionally strong for their size. In former years they were employed as pit ponies. They are now very popular for riding and driving.


Registered stock must not exceed 42 inches (107cm) at four years old. Shetland ponies may be any colour known in horses except spotted. They have great presence and stamina. The head should be small, carried well and in proportion. Their action should be straight and free, using every joint and tracking up.


DESCRIPTIVE TERMS




HALF-BRED Denotes a horse of whom one parent is a Thoroughbred.


THREEQUARTER-BRED Denotes that one parent is a Thoroughbred and the other a half-bred.


TYPES These include hunters, hacks, polo ponies, cobs and vanners. They are usually cross-breds, and are distinguished from breeds as they are not registered in a stud book.


COLD-BLOOD Applies to heavy work-horses such as Shires, Clydesdales and Percherons.


HOT-BLOOD OR FULL-BLOOD Applies to Thoroughbreds and to Eastern breeds such as Arabs, Barbs, etc.


WARMBLOOD Applies to horses with a mixture of ‘hot’ and ‘cold’ blood in their foundation stock.


HORSE Technically anything standing over 14.2hh (148cm) can be deemed a horse. However Arabs, whatever their size, are always referred to as horses, as are minute Falabellas, which do not exceed 30 inches (76cm).


PONY Traditionally, a pony does not exceed 14.2hh (148cm). However, the difference between a horse and a pony lies more in type, build and movement than in exact height. Polo ponies have no upper height limit, with the average being about 15hh (153cm). Today there are show classes for working hunter ponies and show hunter ponies not exceeding 15hh (153cm).


HACK A lightweight horse of TB type. Show hacks range from ‘small’, not exceeding 14.3hh (150cm), to ‘large’, not exceeding 15.3hh (160cm).


COB A sturdy, weight-carrying type, not exceeding 15.3hh (160cm). Until recently, show cobs could not exceed 15.1hh (155 cm) but due to popular demand there are now classes for ‘maxi-cobs’ over 155cm.


HUNTER A type, usually a half- or threequarter-bred animal, ranging from 15.2hh (157cm) upwards.


POLO PONY A Thoroughbred type under 16hh (162cm) with weight-carrying ability and suitable for adult riders.


COLOUREDS Piebald and skewbald horses and ponies. They include hunters, sports horses, riding horses, cobs, vanners, traditionals, draughts, paints, natives, part-bred Arabs, Thoroughbreds, warmbloods, coldbloods, driving types, working horses and ponies.


MULE A cross between a donkey stallion and a pony mare.


HINNY A cross between a horse or pony stallion and a female donkey. The name ‘Jennet’ is also used to denote this cross.
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BREEDING





Breeding a foal is an expensive and labour-intensive business and should not be undertaken without considerable thought and planning. Unless either the stallion or the mare has a proven record, it is unlikely that the breeder will make a profit on the eventual progeny, whether it is a small pony or a racehorse.


Facilities


It is essential to provide safe facilities for rearing a foal. Good clean grazing of not less than 3 acres is required. ‘Clean’ means that it has not been grazed by horses with a worm burden; that is not ‘horse sick’ (see Grassland Management, page 347 onwards). Ideally, it should have been cross-grazed by cattle or sheep during the previous twelve months. Fertilisers, if used, should be organic. The grazing should have very safe fencing, as foals have little sense of self-preservation, and shelter should be available from the prevailing winds.


A loosebox or barn large enough to hold the mare and foal is another requirement: 4.25 x 4.25m (14 x 14ft) is the minimum size for Thoroughbreds, but 4.6 x 4.6m (15 x 15ft) is more suitable. A smaller size is adequate for ponies.


Selection of Mare and Stallion


It is important to breed from tough, strong mares of good conformation, who are free from known hereditary disease, and who, if possible, have stood up to work and have a proven performance record. Do not consider breeding from a mare just because she is an old friend and can no longer work!


Consideration must be given to the type of young horse required and, if he is to be sold, whether there is a market for him. It is pointless to breed a foal whom no one wants. Proven ability and soundness in both mare and stallion should be considered. The eligibility of the foal to obtain registration papers is becoming more important, so both parents should be registered or eligible to be registered with a society.


A stallion who complements the mare should be chosen. Breed societies have lists of the various stallions standing at stud. The British Warm-Blood Society has a list of their graded stallions. The stallion should be seen and the quality of the stable management at the stud taken into consideration.


In many cases it is sensible to delay sending the mare for service until late April or May. The foal will then be born in the warmer weather, and the fresh grass will encourage a good supply of milk from the mare. Foals destined to be shown in-hand are better born earlier, as they are more mature for the first shows.


Thoroughbreds bred for racing are born as early in the year as possible but that is a specialist occupation and outside the remit of this book.


MANAGEMENT OF THE MARE


Before Being Sent to the Stallion




	The mare should be in good condition but not fat or over-fit.



	She should have been wormed regularly, and been kept on very clean pasture.


	She should have been immunised against influenza within the last two months. Her tetanus vaccinations should be up to date.


	She should have had her hind shoes removed (some studs prefer the front shoes to be removed as well).


	Note should have been taken of the dates she came in season over the previous six weeks.


	Most studs insist that mares are swabbed by a veterinary surgeon, and passed clean before they are served. This can be carried out at home, but some studs insist that it is done at the stud.





The stallion owner/stud groom should be informed of all the above facts. In addition, they should be told if the mare is a maiden or barren and – if she has previously had a foal – whether there were difficulties getting her in foal. If she is due to foal at the stud, details of the last date of service and anything known about her previous breeding history should be supplied.




 





She should be sent to the stud with the following:




	A well-fitting, comfortable headcollar, with her name or the owner’s name on it.


	Her passport, with flu and tetanus certificates.


	A veterinary certificate of cleanliness if she has been swabbed at home.


	A foal slip or headcollar if she is to foal at the stud.





At Stud


She may be out all the time or in at night. She is ‘tried’ to determine whether she is coming in season. When she is ready, she is served by the stallion. She is ‘tried’ again two to three weeks later to see whether she has ‘held’ to the first service. Depending upon the arrangements with her owner, she is returned home.


After Returning Home




	If she has not been tested ‘in foal’ at the stud, this has to be done (see Pregnancy Testing, page 54).


	She should be kept in good condition, but not allowed to become too fat.


	 She should be wormed regularly with a wormer which is safe for pregnant mares.


	She may be ridden gently for a few months if desired. Mares who look well and have shelter from the bad weather may remain out at grass until a short time before foaling. This type of programme is certainly best for mountain and moorland ponies.


	Stabled mares should be turned out as much as possible, but only with other mares or alone, not with colts or geldings. Most mares need to be brought in at night from November onwards, but should still be turned out for exercise during the day. If the fields are too wet, the mare should be allowed to go loose in an indoor or outdoor school.


	After September the grass becomes less nutritious, and extra feed should be given as required.


	Whether in at night or out all the time, as soon as the grass loses its feed value she should be fed good hay ad lib plus a suitable ration. See feeding advice, page 50.





The Last Four Months Before Foaling




	The mare carries the foal for approximately eleven months, and during the last four months the foetus grows very fast, its size and weight increasing three-fold. If she has not already been receiving a special stud mix or cube, this should now be introduced to the diet according to the manufacturer’s directions and her condition. Unless she is deficient in some way, which can be ascertained by a blood test, it should not be necessary for her to receive supplements. Good quality forage should continue to be offered ad lib.


	A month before she is due to foal she should have a tetanus booster. She should also have a flu inoculation, if this has not been done in the last six months. Antibodies are passed to the foal in the colostrum (first milk).


	The mare must continue to be wormed regularly. Worms are lethal to young foals, and can be passed in the mare’s milk, or picked up by the foal eating the mare’s droppings. It is important that the wormer is safe for pregnant mares, and that the instructions are followed carefully.





FOALING (PARTURITION)


The mare carries the foal for between 320 and 350 days. The average is about 335 days.


If the person in charge of the mare is experienced, and if assistance is available, the mare can be foaled at home. If not, and especially if the mare is valuable and has been to an expensive stallion, it is safer to send her to a recommended stud to foal. If she is to be put in foal again she can go to the stud where the stallion stands.


Foaling Away From Home


It is better to send the mare at least three weeks before the expected foaling date, so that the upsets of the journey do not bring on the foaling, and she can settle down and acquire some immunity to the germs at the stud.


Foaling at Home – Facilities




	A large, safe, disinfected loosebox with as few fittings as possible. A good size is 4.6m x 4.6m (15ft x 15ft).


	No dark corners; new-born foals will nearly always gravitate to them.


	A deep, clean straw bed, well banked up on the walls.


	Good lighting.


	Some means of viewing the mare without disturbing her: CCTV cameras are now widely available.





If she is foaling at home and is the only in-foal mare, it is better for her to sleep in the foaling box a week or two before the expected foaling date.


Signs of Foaling




BAGGING UP During the final few days the udder grows larger, stiffer and rounder. During this time the udder may be handled gently, so that the mare does not resent being suckled. This is particularly beneficial with maiden mares.


WAXING Usually between six and forty-eight hours before foaling starts, the teats exude a wax-like substance. This is not a reliable sign, as it may be closer to the foaling, or the mare may not wax at all.


SLACKENING The muscles on either side of the root of the tail slacken; this occurs usually twelve to eighteen hours before foaling.





When Foaling is Imminent


At this stage, it is wise to put a light, well-fitting headcollar on the mare. The likely signs, which may be spread over a period of about four hours, are:




	 Walking the box.


	 Pawing the bedding.


	 Looking round at flanks.


	 Kicking at the belly.


	 Swishing the tail.


	 Lying down and getting up again.


	 Starting to sweat.





At this time the mare should be watched constantly, but without disturbing her. At night, the lights should be left switched on. With modern surveillance cameras it is possible to monitor the in-foal mare without disturbing her and only go in to her if help is needed.


The veterinary surgeon’s telephone number and spray as recommended by your vet for the foal’s navel should be at hand.


The assistant’s hands should be well scrubbed before handling the foal or mare.


Normal Foaling


Usually, but not always, the mare lies down.






	The foetal fluids are discharged as the bag breaks. The foal should then be born within 20–40 minutes.


	Within about five minutes, the front legs appear, still inside the membrane, with one foot slightly in advance of the other.


	The head appears, lying along the front legs.


	The shoulders appear, and then the mare usually has a short rest.


	The membrane over the nostrils (caul) should break. It is essential that this is done before the navel cord is broken, otherwise the foal suffocates. If the foal has not broken this for himself, the watcher may do so, but not until the foal’s ribs are clear of the mare.


	The hind legs slip out, or are withdrawn by the foal.


	The foal may struggle to get up, or the mare may get up and the cord will be broken naturally. The stump can then be attended to. After the first discharge (Stage 1 above), the foal has only one to three hours to live inside the mare. If there is any deviation from the sequence just described, veterinary help should be sought immediately. The vet requires hot water, soap and clean towels.








After Foaling


If all has gone well, which in the majority of cases it does, the mare and foal should be allowed to rest, but should be watched unobtrusively. Usually within an hour the foal is on his feet and trying to suckle. It is very important for him to get this early milk (colostrum), as it contains the antibodies which protect him for the first few months of his life. After that time he starts to manufacture his own. Some foals are slow to find their way to the udder and have to be helped.
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Sometimes a maiden mare resents the foal and has to be restrained. The risk of this happening is lessened if the groom has handled the udder on occasions, perhaps giving it a wash with a warm flannel and getting the mare used to being touched in that area. The assistant can hold up a front leg; a tranquilliser may be given; or in very severe cases the mare can be twitched. As the application of the twitch can cause a rise in blood pressure, care must be taken. It is possible to cause a haemorrhage in a newly foaled mare.


Sometimes the foal does not get up. This may be because the cord has broken early, and the foal has not obtained a full blood supply. If he otherwise seems bright and healthy, two people may support him with a clean sack under his belly, so that he can get to the mare’s udder. There are cases where it may be necessary to milk the mare and let the foal drink from a sterilised bottle with a calf’s teat on the end. If the foal is not bright and alert, or begins to behave strangely, veterinary help should be sought immediately.


The afterbirth (foetal membranes) gradually separates from the uterus and is expelled by the mare, often within an hour of foaling. If it is retained for more than three hours, veterinary help should be sought. On no account should any attempt be made to pull it away. If possible, it should be inspected to make sure that nothing has been retained inside the mare. The placenta has a main ‘body’ which filled the womb and enclosed the foetus, with two ‘horns’ at the top.


As soon as the mare is on her feet, she should be offered a chilled drink and (if she will take them) electrolytes may be added. Hay may be given, and after an hour or two a small feed. Hay should always be fed loose, so that there is no danger of the foal becoming entangled in the net.


Foaling Outside


ADVANTAGES




	It is nearer to nature.


	There is less risk of infection.


	More natural for native breeds.





DISADVANTAGES




	In an emergency it is difficult to provide human assistance, especially at night.


	The mare may choose a dangerous place to foal, e.g. too near a fence or ditch.


	In bad weather the foal may suffer.


	Once the foal is on his feet the mare may refuse to be caught.





If this practice is to be followed, a safe, level, well-fenced field with no ditches, ponds or other hazards should be chosen. There should be no horses or cattle in the field and it should be adjacent to the stables. There should be shelter, e.g. a thick hedge, or shed.


Usually the system works well with ponies, but for valuable horses it is not advisable.


The mare and foal should be caught and handled each day. In bad weather, driving rain and wind, they should be brought in.


MANAGEMENT AFTER FOALING


The First 24 Hours


Some people like their foals to have an antibiotic injection within the first 24 hours. In any case, it may be a wise precaution for the vet to check the mare, the foal, and the afterbirth. He can also check whether the meconium (foetal dung) has been expelled correctly.


The mare and foal should be looked at frequently. The foal must be seen to be suckling successfully. He should pass the meconium, which is blackish and may be hard, within thirty-six hours. If this is not passed, veterinary assistance may be sought, or an experienced person can give an enema.


The mare may remain on the same diet as before foaling – i.e. high protein mash-type feeds – but smaller quantities of energy food should be given for the first few days. It is unwise to suddenly introduce bran mashes, as the mare’s digestion will not be used to bran. If she has been having flaked barley, mashes may be made from this.


After the First 24 Hours


If the weather is good, the mare can be led out with the foal (see Handling the Foal, page 51) and given an hour’s grazing. With an unknown mare it is wise to graze her in-hand the first time she goes out. She should have a headcollar on when she is turned loose with the foal. When the mare is released the foal should be in front of her, where she can see him, so that she will not kick him by mistake as she gallops off. The foal should be led out and not allowed to go loose. He should be released before the mare.


March foals should come in at night with their dams until the weather improves. If the weather is suitable, May foals (after they are one week old) can be left out at night, but they should be caught and handled daily.


When flies become troublesome the mare and foal may be brought in during the daytime. They should also be brought in during bad weather. If a foal is very cold and shivery he should be rubbed down, and if possible put under a heat lamp. It is also wise to bring foals in before a thunderstorm, as horses shelter under trees and are therefore vulnerable to lightning. During storms young horses can panic and may gallop through fences.


Scouring


The foal is likely to scour when the mare first comes into season on the foaling heat. This is quite normal. However, should he start scouring at any other time, an antibiotic injection may be necessary to deal with any infection. Severe scouring can be serious owing to the danger of dehydration.


The foal’s hindquarters should be kept clean by washing and drying them carefully. Baby oil applied either side of the tail can help to prevent the coat being lost.


Worming


Most modern wormers are safe for foals. With foals the danger is usually from roundworms and a wormer suitable for dealing with these worms should be chosen. The instructions should be followed carefully. Worming should be carried out as early as the product allows, usually at four weeks old. Keeping foals as worm-free as possible is a vital safety measure. Much damage, if not death, can result from a worm burden and – even if not evident at the time – can result in serious trouble later in life. Many cases of colic and subsequent death are attributable to worm infestation when young.


The mare should be wormed at the same time as the foal. Thereafter it is sensible to worm them as the vet recommends, but also practice scrupulous pasture care.


FEEDING BREEDING STOCK


The aim when feeding a broodmare or youngster should be the same as when feeding any horse, that is to maintain the animal in a condition score of 2.5–3. The likelihood of fertility problems is greater in horses that are over- or underweight and it is essential to monitor the condition of all breeding and growing animals.


As with any horse, as much of the diet as possible should consist of fibre, such as pasture and forage. This promotes digestive health and lessens the likelihood of colic and other gastro-intestinal conditions. Cereal or hard feeds should be only provided to horses that have a genuine need to receive concentrated energy in order to maintain their body condition at the correct level.


The Pregnant Mare


During early pregnancy, the nutritional demands on the mare are no greater than those on the non-pregnant mare. In the first two-thirds of gestation, the foal will not grow a great deal and the mare should not make any significant weight gain. Most mares will cope well on good pasture and forage during their early pregnancy. If a mare is working, or producing milk for her previous year’s foal, some supplementary feed may be required.


The foal increases in size quite considerably during the final three months of gestation and it is at this time that the mare’s ration may need to be increased, perhaps with the inclusion of hard feed. By the end of her pregnancy, the mare should have put on between 14% and 15% of her non-pregnant bodyweight and it is useful to monitor her weight to ensure that she remains on track to achieve this. If hard feed is to be introduced to the mare’s diet this should be done gradually, starting about four months before her expected foaling date.


The temptation to overfeed a pregnant mare should be avoided. Overweight mares will find the process of foaling more difficult and there is a far greater likelihood of complications than for a mare in correct condition. Obesity will also affect fertility and an overweight mare may have difficulties conceiving if she is to be recovered following the foal’s birth. Conversely, mares who receive inadequate feed during their pregnancy are more likely to give birth to foals with developmental abnormalities or low birth-weights, which may compromise the foal’s chance of survival.


Ensuring that the mare remains at a condition score of between 2.5–3 throughout her pregnancy, and adjusting her ration to achieve this, will give the mare and foal the greatest chance of a trouble-free birth.


The Lactating Mare


Lactation is a more energy expensive process than pregnancy and the mare’s ration should be adjusted to reflect this. Milk production requires a higher nutritional input than supporting a pregnancy, although the exact amount will vary with the stage of lactation. As the foal grows so does his demand for milk and thus the mare’s diet should reflect this. However, as the foal ages and begins to receive his nutrients from sources other than milk his demand will decrease until weaning.


Once again the aim should be to keep the mare at a condition score of 2.5–3 throughout her lactation. Many mares, particularly ponies and native breeds, can support a full lactation on pasture and forage alone, but others will require supplementary hard feed. Particular attention should be paid to ensuring the mare does not gain excessive weight once the foal begins consuming other feeds and is suckling less.


Youngstock


It is imperative that the foal receives colostrum within his first 24 hours of life. Colostrum contains essential antibodies that cannot pass from the gut into the bloodstream after approximately 24 hours has passed. If any circumstance or problem prevents the foal from suckling from his dam within a couple of hours for birth an alternative source of colostrum should be sourced immediately, e.g. from your veterinary practice.


Provided the dam is in good health and receiving the nutrients she requires to lactate sufficiently, the foal will not need any supplementary feed in his early weeks. He will investigate the feed and forage that his dam receives and this is to be encouraged, provided that he does not consume too much of her ration.


Some foals may benefit from the provision of an easily digested creep feed, such as foal pellets. If supplementary feed is to be provided for the foal it is important that the mare is prevented from accessing it. Such feeds will disrupt the balance of a mare’s own diet and encourage her to gain weight.


Before weaning, the foal should be eating grass and hay, and any hard feed that he is likely to continue to receive after weaning. His reliance on his mother’s milk should also have noticeably decreased. Weaning should not bring about a great difference in a foal’s diet; he should simply receive an increase in feeds to which he is already accustomed to compensate for the fact that he is no longer consuming his dam’s milk.


It is obviously important that a foal receives sufficient food to allow him to grow. However, a careful balance must be struck. Overfeeding may have serious consequences for the foal’s development and implications for his future soundness and career. The over-provision of energy and protein, as well as mineral imbalances, may lead to the foal suffering from a developmental orthopaedic disease, such as epiphysitis or osteochondrosis dessicans. Failing to provide a growing horse with adequate nutrition may result in compromised growth and limb deformities.


As with any horse there are no hard and fast rules for feeding broodmares and youngstock. Each animal is an individual and his or her ration should reflect that. The key is to maintain the animal in the correction condition and a diet may need regular tweaking in order to achieve this. Where there is doubt the advice of a vet or equine nutritionist should always be sought.


HANDLING THE FOAL


Foals should at all times be treated quietly but with firmness. The foal should be handled within twelve hours of his birth. Some foals are very friendly, others very shy.


To catch the foal, two people are required: one to hold and reassure the mare, the other to catch the foal. The foal may try to escape by going in front of or underneath the mare. He should be approached from behind, never from the front. He should be caught with one hand round the front of the chest and the other round the quarters. Once caught, he should be stroked and soothed. Within 24 hours, a foal slip may be fitted. An assistant to hold the foal makes this easier.


The Foal Slip or Headcollar


Opinion is divided as to whether the foal slip should be left on all the time. Many people consider this to be a dangerous practice, as it is easy for the foal to get caught up in it. Whether or not it is worn all the time it should be adjustable over the head and around the nose, and should be made of leather, not nylon, unless fitted with ‘panic breaks’.
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To put on the headcollar, fasten the headpiece round the neck first, push it forwards to behind the ears, and then fasten the noseband. To begin with it will need adjustment for length and tightness every three or four days. It must be fitted carefully, so that it is not too tight, but must never be loose enough for the foal to trap a hind leg when scratching his face.


 Each day the foal should be handled all over, and a hand run down his legs. After a few days his feet may be picked up.


Teaching to Lead


Leading lessons should start in the box. With a very young foal, put a stable rubber round his neck and move him along with a hand around his quarters. As soon as he understands this, a 1.8m (6ft) light rope may be threaded through the foal slip to guide and steady him, but a hand should be kept round his quarters to push him along and to prevent him running back, as he may fall over. The foal should be ‘played’ like a fish. The rope must be threaded through rather than clipped on, so that should he inadvertently escape, the rope will not be left dangling, which will frighten him. He should never be pulled by the head, but always urged from behind. It is never too early to teach him voice commands such as ‘Walk on’ and ‘Halt’, ‘Stand’ or ‘Wait’. (See Methods of Control, page 73, and Leading the Horse in Hand, page 77.)


Foals should not be allowed to go to and from the field loose; they may easily gallop into something and damage themselves. If the leading lessons are started early enough, they learn very quickly. If the training is left too long they become much stronger and, being unused to discipline, will be difficult to control.


When leading them out to the field, the mare should be in front with the foal close to her side. The person leading the mare should watch the foal, and stop immediately if he is left behind.


Feet


When the farrier comes to dress the mare’s feet he should handle the foal and pick up his feet, even if they do not need attention. Foals handled only by women can become quite nervous with men. It is important to study the foal’s action and to keep his feet correctly trimmed. This will prevent unlevelness of the foot caused by faulty action. If there is abnormality with his legs or feet at birth, the sooner veterinary advice and consultation with the farrier takes place, the more likely is the problem to be remedied. Some foals are born with their fetlocks on the ground and this usually rights itself fairly quickly.


WEANING


There are a number of methods of weaning the foal. If the mare is not again in foal it can be allowed to happen naturally. This usually occurs at seven to eight months but can be later. If the mare is in foal again the foal at foot is usually weaned at between five and seven months; earlier if strong and well grown and later if needing more time with his dam.


Ideally the foal should be quite well handled, be able to lead on his own and be used to hay and foal pellets before he is weaned. If he is used to a little hard feed he is less likely to lose condition on weaning.


Method 1


Ideally two or more foals should be weaned at the same time. Otherwise a sensible pony or quiet horse needs to be introduced to act as ‘nanny’ at weaning.


The mare and foal are led in from the field and stabled. The mare is removed, preferably out of earshot, otherwise they will call to each other, which is stressful for both. The weanling and his companion need to be shut in a secure stable with a top door that can be kept closed. They should have plenty of hay and water and a good bed. They will need to be kept in for at least 24 hours, perhaps longer. After that they can be let out in a secure paddock. If the mare is within earshot, the foal is likely to throw himself through any hedge or fence in an attempt to reach her. Foals have no sense of danger.


Method 2


This is likely to be less stressful and more successful if it is not possible to remove the mare out of earshot. It works well if she is not in foal and is being brought back into work. It is still preferable to have a ‘nanny’ if there is only a single foal. Every day the mare and foal are separated for ever-increasing periods, the foal and companion being securely shut in and the mare exercised or otherwise occupied. They are put together again after work. After a few days it is usually possible to leave the foal and companion out whilst the mare is away. After a week or two it should be possible to turn the foal and companion out separately from the mare.


Method 3


The third method is good when there are a number of mares and foals. Gradually, over the course of a few days, the mares are removed, one a day. Start with the dam of one of the more confident youngsters. Again, a steady pony or horse is helpful to teach the youngsters manners and keep them calm. This method means that the foals do not have to be shut in.


After Weaning


The mare must be given a low protein diet and plenty of exercise. If she has a lot of milk, her bag should be examined carefully each day to make sure that she is not developing mastitis. It is not advisable to draw off the milk, as this encourages further production.


Pony foals may winter out as long as there is shelter, but young horses usually lose too much condition. The latter are best turned out in the daytime, and kept in at night. This means that they lie warm and dry without expending food to keep themselves warm, and they are able to take the daily exercise which is necessary to ensure that they grow up strong and active. They should continue to be well fed, but not overfed. They should be wormed and have their feet trimmed regularly. By being handled regularly they will learn manners and be confident youngsters.


STALLIONS


Stallions who are used solely as stud horses have a rather different lifestyle from those who are ridden in equestrian activities, though some do both.


The annual programme for Thoroughbreds, or similar stallions, used solely for stud work begins three to four months before the start of the stud season. At this time, daily exercise must begin, so that the horses are fit before starting their duties. At Thoroughbred studs, mares are covered in February, but at other studs usually not before March.


After the season is over, which may be June, or even later, the stallions should be let down and roughed off. Stallions who are ridden as well as being used at stud should have a particularly strict regime so that they understand what they are required to do in the differing circumstances. It is important to use a different bridle and to choose a special place for serving the mares.


When dealing with stallions, discipline is of paramount importance. Their natural pride and arrogance must not be spoiled, although they must understand that their handler is the boss.


When being attended to, the horse should always be tied up. A chain, rather than a rope, is essential, as stallions by their nature pick up everything with their teeth. People dealing with them should not wear scent or aftershave, as the smell is likely to arouse them.


When holding or leading a stallion it is advisable to carry a stick or whip. If he is being led in a headcollar, a clip chain under the jaw or over the nose, attached to a long lead rope, is a sensible precaution. If he is being led in a bridle, a coupling to the bit and a lead rein 2.4–3.6m (8–12ft long) should be used. The attributes for dealing with all stallions are patience, firmness and common sense. There should be no fear and no loss of temper.


Anyone wanting to work with stallions should apply to work at a well-run stud or establishment where stallions are kept. Working with an experienced stud person and watching experienced handlers go about their duties is the best way to learn.


COVERING MARES


Mares may be covered naturally by the stallion or they can be artificially inseminated either with fresh semen or with semen that has been frozen. The first method is natural but puts some risk on the stallion and also limits the number of mares he can cover. The second method keeps the stallion safe. The collected semen can be diluted allowing it to be used more economically. However, the operatives need training and skill.


The third option allows semen to be sent around the world and is much less risky to both the stallion and the mare than travelling long distances. The fertility might not be quite so high and the operatives need a high level of training and expertise.


Very valuable mares sometimes have embryo transplants. This allows them to produce foals whilst still competing. In this case their fertilised egg is transplanted into a surrogate mare who actually carries and produces the foal.


Thoroughbreds have to be produced from a natural covering in order to be accepted in The Stud Book.


PREGNANCY TESTING




MANUAL This is carried out by a veterinary surgeon, from 35 days after service up to the time of foaling.


BLOOD TESTING This is carried out between 45 and 100 days after service. A blood sample is collected from the jugular vein and sent to a laboratory for analysis. The test is a biological one, for gonadotrophic hormones.


URINE TESTING This is carried out at any time after 130 days. A urine sample is collected by the owner and sent to a laboratory to be tested for oestrogenic components.


ULTRASOUND SCANNING This method of testing is now available from most veterinary surgeons who specialise in treating equine breeding stock. It can be used from 17 to 20 days after the last service.





STUD FEES


There are several methods of paying the covering fee for the stallion’s services. Some of the most usual are:




	Whole fee paid on completion of covering.


	No foal, free return.


	No foal, no fee.





When the whole fee is paid on completion of covering it can sometimes be a cheaper option, but there is no guarantee of a foal. The other two options are usually calculated on October 1st. If the mare is in foal on that date a slightly higher fee is due. If she is not, there is either the option to return next year or sometimes no fee is due. Sometimes there is the agreement of a live foal being produced before the covering fee is due. In all cases the livery charges, the veterinary fees and the other ancillary charges will all need to be paid, whatever the outcome.
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IDENTIFICATION





Brand Marks


Brand marks are used to denote breed or ownership. A hot branding iron carrying the appropriate mark is applied to the horse’s skin. Horses imported from Europe often carry a breed mark, which is usually found on the left hindquarter but can be on the shoulder and/or neck.


 Many native ponies breeding wild on the hills and in the forests are branded, to denote ownership. A general round-up takes place in the autumn, and ponies in their first year and then still running with their mothers can be easily identified and branded. The brand is usually on the quarters, under the saddle, or on the shoulder.


Freeze-Marking and Micro-chipping


To deter thieves, many owners now have their horses freeze-marked. The process has been patented by Farm Key of Banbury, who keep a national register of horses, their owners, and their allocated numbers. The process is quite painless and leaves a permanent white mark. It is applied either under the saddle or under the mane. Freeze-marked animals are less likely to be stolen.


Micro-chipping is still relatively uncommon in Britain but becoming more popular.
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Describing a Horse


Consider the following:




	Colour.


	Sex.


	Markings.


	Height.


	
Age – See Chapter 4. Examine teeth: length, tables, shape and condition.


	
Type – Stand back and check build and bone shape.





Sex and Age


The word ‘horse’ can be used to describe the whole equine species without reference to sex. The following terms are more precise descriptions:




	
STALLION/ENTIRE Uncastrated male horse of any age.


	
GELDING Castrated male of any age.


	
COLT Uncastrated male under four years of age.


	
MARE Female horse of four years or more, if a maiden; any age if she has had a foal.


	
FILLY Female under four years of age.


	
FOAL Described either as a ‘colt’ or ‘filly’ foal and under one year old.


	
RIG Male horse who has retained one or both testes in the abdomen due to incorrect castration or failure of the testes to descend. The condition can be rectified, but would probably involve a major operation. Rigs are not suitable mounts. If known at the time of a sale the condition must be declared.





Height


Traditionally horses are measured in hands (4ins/10.16cm). All height measurement for competitions and documentation is expressed in centimetres. The measurement is taken from the highest point of the withers in a perpendicular line to the ground.




 





Height can be measured:




(a) With a measuring stick (see below).


(b) By eye or by touch. Use your own eyes, mouth or chin as a marker, e.g. for a 5ft 3ins (160cm) person the chin is about 14.2hh (147cm). Then stand up to the horse’s withers to gauge the approximate height.





For accurate measurement, the following items and conditions are essential:




	A measuring stick with a spirit level on the cross bar.


	The horse should be standing on a smooth and level surface.


	The horse must stand squarely on all four feet. His head should be lowered so that the eyebrows are in line with the withers.


	The horse must be calm and must remain still. If he is tense he should be allowed 15–20 minutes to get used to having the stick placed on the withers.





For the purposes of the Joint Measurement Scheme, the horse must be measured without shoes. For general purposes, the shoes – providing they are of normal weight – may remain on and 12mm (½in) is taken off the measured height.




 





Correct height measurement is important because:




	It forms part of a correct description of the horse for sale.


	It provides for correct division and sub-division of horses in showing and jumping classes, and in other competitive sports.


	It serves as some indication of size when buying saddlery and clothing, although type and build are of equal importance.








Colours


For the purposes of identification, it is important for a horse’s colour and markings to be described correctly. His precise colour can sometimes be difficult to determine, but reference to the colour of his ‘points’ – muzzle, eyelids, tips of the ears, legs and the mane and tail – should clarify the problem. The legs below the knee can be black or a darker version of the body, but they also may have white markings. A horse with no white markings is said to be whole-coloured. When describing horses, any patches of white hair caused by pressure or injury should be noted. These are most likely to occur in the saddle and bridle area or on the legs. Scars should also be noted.




	
A black horse is black in colour with black points and a black muzzle.


	
A brown horse is dark brown in colour with similar limbs, mane and tail.


	
A dark bay horse is mid-brown in colour with black limbs, mane and tail.


	
A bright bay horse is mahogany in colour with black limbs, mane and tail.


	
A light bay horse is a paler shade of brown, or pale mahogany, with black limbs, mane and tail.


	
A bay-brown is a horse where the predominating colour is brown, with bay muzzle and black points.


	
A dark chestnut is a rich red colour with matching points. He sometimes has small patches of black hair on the body. He may be whole coloured as in a Suffolk Punch, but is most likely to have white markings on his legs.


	A chestnut is a paler version of the above and may have a flaxen mane and tail.


	A liver chestnut is a rich red brown with similar mane, tail and legs.


	A grey horse is one with both black and white hair growing in the coat, with matching points and mane and tail. The skin is black.


	An iron grey has predominantly black hairs and can appear nearly black. He may become paler with age.


	A light grey has predominantly white hairs.


	A flea-bitten grey has dark or brown hair growing in speckles over the body.


	A dapple grey has circles of black hair over the body.





NOTE: All grey horses become lighter with age, but are never described as white. On examination, the skin will be seen to be dark coloured. They may be born brown or black.




	A blue dun has a very dark, bluey/grey coat which doesn’t lighten with age. The mane and tail are black. There may be a dorsal stripe. The skin is black.


	A yellow dun horse varies from mouse colour to dark gold with black points. He may show a ‘list’, a dark line along the back bone and have dark stripes around his legs. The skin is black.


	A palomino varies from light cream to bright gold with similar coloured points, and lighter or silver coloured mane and tail.


	A cream horse has a light cream coat verging to white in the muzzle area and legs. The muzzle is white. The skin lacks pigment. The eyes may also have a pinkish or bluish appearance. The mane and tail will be a similar colour to the short coat.


	A roan has a mixture of white and other colours growing in his coat. There is a tendency to get whiter with age.


	A strawberry roan is white and red with similar points.


	A blue roan is white and black with black points. The coat has a blue tinge.


	A red roan or a bay roan is white and bay or bay-brown with black limbs, mane and tail.



	A chestnut roan or sorrel is white and light chestnut with matching points. Mane and tail similar or chestnut in colour.


	A piebald is a mixture of large irregular patches of black and white. The mane and tail may also be black and white.


	A skewbald is a mixture of large irregular patches of white and any other colour or colours.


	A spotted horse often has pink or mottled skin. He may have: (a) leopard spot markings, when dark spots are distributed over a lighter background; (b) blanket markings, when there are dark spots on the rump of a lighter coloured horse; (c) snowflake markings, when white spots appear on a darker background.


	An Appaloosa has a pink skin and a silky white or grey coat with darker coloured spots on the coat. These markings can include leopard, blanket or snowflake markings.


	
Odd-coloured horses are those whose body coat consists of large irregular patches of more than two colours, which may merge at the edges.
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Markings


The Head
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	A star is a white mark on the forehead. It can be further described as large, small, irregular, etc.


	A stripe is a narrow white marking down the face. It may be a continuation of a star, and can be further described as narrow, irregular, etc.


	A blaze is a broad white marking extending from between the eyes and down the face over the nasal bones.


	A white face is an exaggerated blaze. It covers the whole of the forehead and front of the face to the mouth.


	A snip is a white mark between the nostrils. If extending to a right or left nostril it should be so described.


	A white upper lip and underlip describes skin at the edges of the lips.


	A white muzzle describes where white skin is found on both lips and up to the nostrils.


	A wall eye is one which shows a lack of colouring matter. It has a greyish-white or blue appearance. The sight is not affected.





The Body




	
List, dorsal stripe and ray describe the dark lines along the back of dun horses. They are also found on donkeys.


	
Zebra marks describe any stripes on the body. They occur more frequently on donkeys.


	
Salmon marks are fine lines of white hair found on the loins and quarters.


	The prophet’s thumb mark is a pronounced dimple sometimes found on the neck of Thoroughbred or Arab horses. It can also appear in the shoulder or hindquarters. It is said to be a sign of good luck.


	
Flesh marks are patches of skin devoid of colouring and care should be taken to use this term instead of white wherever appropriate.





The Legs




	White markings on the legs are defined by reference to the anatomy. The traditional terms ‘sock’ or ‘stocking’ are now used only for casual description.


Nowadays the terms ‘right’ and ‘left’ are used instead of ‘off’ and ‘near’. For example, typical descriptions are: right pastern; left heel; right leg to above knee.


	The term ‘ermine’ is used where black spots occur on white markings, usually around the coronet.





Hooves


Any variation in colour of the hooves should be noted, in particular a white stripe or line down the hoof.


Whorls


Whorls are formed by changes in the direction of hair growth. They are an established method of identifying horses, as they vary to some extent in every animal. They occur on the head, neck, body and upper limbs. When describing horses for identification it is the ones on the head and neck which should be noted. Grey and whole-coloured horses, or those with few markings, should have at least five whorls noted, either on the head, neck or body.


Chestnuts


For horses with fewer than five identifying whorls a print can be made of the chestnuts on each front leg. These are like human fingerprints and show a different shape and/or design in every horse.


Certification of Identity/Passport


Official certificates must be completed and signed by a veterinary surgeon. Horses are identified by means of a written description of the horse and a sketch map of his body, together with separate sketches of the front view of the head, muzzle and legs. (See sample description overleaf.) This forms part of the passport.




	
White markings on the horse should be outlined in red and filled in with diagonal red lines.



	
Whorls are shown by an X marked in black.


	
Scars are shown by a tick marked in black.


	
White marks on a grey are not noted except for flesh marks.


	The written description of a horse must be in black ink, and should exactly describe the markings, whorls, and scars as shown on the sketch map. The description should start with the forehead.


	The position of head whorls should be exactly described in relation to eye level, centre of forehead, and any white markings. Crest whorls on the neck should be divided into anterior, middle and posterior. Body whorls should be designated by reference to the particular anatomical position.





When describing a stolen horse to the police it is helpful to have a photograph as ‘non-horsy’ people do not understand such terms as ‘dun’ or ‘chestnut’. Two pictures, one taken in summer and one in winter are useful to keep on file along with photos of freeze or breed brands, to help identification.


All Thoroughbred horses are also blood-typed when registered.


Sample description of a horse




NAME SAM


SIRE Scottish Venture.


DAM Breeding unknown.


Chestnut gelding. Foaled 1980. Height 16.1hh with shoes. Mane and tail on. Freeze-marked 6783 under saddle.


HEAD Whorl in centre of forehead above eye level. Small star, narrow stripe and snip to left nostril.


LEFT FRONT Small mark on front of coronet. White stripe on front of hoof. Whorl on posterior-lateral mid-forearm.


RIGHT FRONT Half cannon. White hoof.


LEFT FRONT Half pastern to mid-fetlock behind. White hoof.


RIGHT FRONT Threequarter cannon. White hoof.


BODY Whorl left anterior crest. Whorl right mid-crest. Whorl left anterior jugular. Whorl mid-trachea.


ACQUIRED Scattered saddle marks on both sides. Girth mark on left side. Scar anterior mid-cannon left hind.
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BUYING AND SELLING A HORSE





BUYING


When looking at horses or ponies with a view to buying them, inexperienced persons should always take a more knowledgable person with them. Even experienced people find it helpful to have another opinion.


The owner of the horse should be asked to provide information as to age, any vices and/or bad habits, and suitability for intended use. It can be helpful if this information is written down in the presence of another unbiased person – who can, if necessary, corroborate what has been said.


The National Equine Database (NED), when it is up and running, will be a useful source of information on all registered equines. See Appendix 6.


Breed papers should be available for inspection when the horse is first seen. If he is a show animal he may have a height certificate. If not, and if you intend to show him in height-restricted classes, the vendor can be asked to warrant the height.


It is illegal to buy or sell a horse in the UK without a valid passport. If the vendor is unable to produce this when the horse is first seen, be very careful about agreeing to purchase. If it is not available at the time of purchase do not proceed. Any passport details that are produced should be carefully checked against the prospective purchase and the names and address of previous owners noted in order to verify any information offered. See Appendix 3, Equine Passports.


Before coming to a final decision it is always advisable to have the animal examined by a veterinary surgeon. Unless the vet is personally known to you try to choose one independently from the vendor. Always explain to the vet the purpose of the purchase and any relevant details about the potential rider’s ability as this will enable a better judgement to be made as to whether the horse is suitable. Veterinary surgeons will not usually give a warranty as to soundness, and cannot certify height unless able to measure the animal under Joint Measurement Scheme rules. If they consider the animal suitable they will provide a certificate giving a description (including approximate height) and stating that the said animal has no abnormality or injury likely to affect his use for the purpose for which he is being bought. This certificate should be sufficient for insurance purposes.


If possible, the intending purchaser should attend the vetting so that any queries can be answered on the spot. If this is not possible, it is certainly helpful to have a verbal report and to discuss the examination with the veterinary surgeon. Veterinary certificates can sometimes be difficult to interpret, especially for a layman. For an expensive horse required for competition, X-rays or scans of the lower limbs and feet plus blood tests at the time of purchase are a worthwhile investment.


Viewing the Horse


Procedure


First, insist on seeing the horse loose in his stable or, if he is to live out, it might be a good idea to see him caught from the field. Then have him brought out and stood still for inspection, before being walked and trotted up on a hard, level surface. Ask for the horse to be saddled up, and watch whilst this is being carried out. Ask for someone to ride and jump the horse before riding him yourself. If you don’t feel able to ride him yourself take someone with you who is able and whose opinion you trust. If buying for a child it is preferable for them to ride the pony after you or your ‘expert’ have. Note such things as whether the horse stands still to be mounted or to have girth and stirrups altered, if these are relevant. If he is to be ridden out, note whether he will leave the yard on his own. Napping can be difficult to overcome.


Remember, some horses will jump well over coloured fences, some will be bolder over natural fences, and some will perform very much better over known fences at home than they will over an unknown course. It is up to the purchaser to test the horse or to see him perform according to his proposed use.


Information Needed


According to intended use, it is advisable to obtain the following information about the horse in question:




	 Is he sound?


	 Is he good in traffic? This question should be expanded to cover reactions to heavy traffic, high lorries, main roads, narrow sideroads, etc.


	 Is he quiet to handle, groom, shoe, and clip?


	 Is he good to box and travel, both in a trailer and horsebox?


	 Is he free from any stable vices? These should be itemised. (See page 144.)


	 Is he well behaved in company, e.g. with hounds, other horses, dogs, children?


	 Is he safe in a field with other horses, and/or happy to be turned out alone?


	 Is he free from any known allergy?


	 In the case of a child’s pony or a horse for a novice rider, is he easy to catch, both on his own or in company, good to tack up, and well behaved on roads, particularly with regard to shying?


	 In the case of a hunter it is preferable to see him ridden out hunting, or to talk to independent people who can vouch for the horse’s reliability as a hunter.


	 Young event horses should prove their willingness to go through or jump over water. Older horses can often be vouched for by independent testimony or by competition results.





It is preferable to ask these questions over the phone before visiting, as much time can be wasted going to look at animals who are unsuitable. If the questions and answers are written down and the vendor is prepared to sign a copy, this will be an added safeguard.


Procedure After Deciding to Purchase


Confirm your decision in writing and keep a copy of your letter. Agree to complete the sale at the stated price, subject to a satisfactory opinion from your veterinary surgeon. Should the veterinary surgeon give an unfavourable or qualified report, the buyer may still decide to buy, subject to an appropriate reduction in price.


List the information about the horse which has been supplied by the vendor.


State any agreed arrangements which will apply if the horse should prove unsuitable, e.g. return or exchange. (There may be no such arrangements.)


State that no responsibility is accepted for the horse until payment is made.


Confirm arrangements as to payment, and as to when the horse will be collected or accepted.


After payment for the horse, the buyer should take possession of the passport, breed papers and height certificate. In addition to the records of flu and tetanus inoculations (usually found in the passport) it is helpful to know about the worming programme.


The vendor may agree to this letter verbally, or he may write his acceptance, or he may ignore it. In any case, should the horse prove to be unsuitable, the letter may help if the buyer wishes to return the horse and reclaim his money.


There are advantages in buying from reputable dealers, as they are usually willing to exchange a horse or pony should he prove to be unsuitable. With a private owner this is unlikely.


In most cases the buyer should remember the rule of common law – caveat emptor – let the buyer beware. In the event of problems, the Trades Description Act and/or the Sale of Goods Act may apply. Legal advice will clarify this and its relevance, as the situation can differ according to whether the vendor is a dealer or private owner.


It is still possible in some instances to have the horse ‘on trial’ before purchasing. The agreement of what is allowed whilst on trial (i.e. can he be competed during the trial period, who is responsible for worming, shoeing or any veterinary treatment) must be agreed and preferably put in writing before the horse is removed. It is recommended that the horse is insured by the prospective buyer before he leaves the vendor’s yard.


SELLING


The vendor can protect his interests in the following ways:




	 On meeting the buyer and seeing the horse ridden, he should indicate if he considers that the horse is not suitable.


	 He may state that he believes the horse sound, but should not declare him sound. This is a matter for a veterinary surgeon.


	 He should state the time limit that he will allow:







for trial


to arrange the veterinary examination


to come to a decision.





If paid by cheque he should ensure that the cheque is cleared or guaranteed before allowing the buyer to take possession.


He should state clearly that possession passes when the cash/cheque is paid, and that the buyer is responsible for the horse from that time.


A Trial Period


From a seller’s point of view, this is rarely a sensible procedure. Should any accident or illness befall the animal, the question of responsibility is always a problem. It is wiser to allow the purchaser to make several visits, but not to take the horse home. If necessary, the horse can be taken to an independent yard and tried in new surroundings and over unfamiliar jumps.


If other buyers are interested, the purchaser must be given a definite time limit in which to decide.


AUCTION SALES


When buying or selling a horse or pony at an auction, both the purchaser and vendor are normally bound by the ‘Contract of Sale Conditions’ as laid down by the auctioneers in their catalogue. All prospective purchasers are advised to study these conditions before bidding in the sale. It is advisable for the seller or his agent to ensure that any statements made about the horse – or information given to the auctioneer to facilitate the sale of the horse – are true and demonstrable. Should the animal concerned fail in respect of some part of the information given by the seller, the purchaser may be entitled to return the animal to the seller, and to have his money refunded. Auctioneers usually retain any monies paid for at least 24 hours, and they should be informed immediately of any breach of sale conditions.


Should the purchaser suspect that pain-killing drugs have been administered to the horse (the analgesic effect usually wears off in 24 hours but may take up to 14 days), he should inform the auctioneer and arrange to have the blood tested.





ALLERGIES AND SEASONAL DISORDERS


Because of prevalence of ‘allergic coughing’ it is essential to obtain information about the general management, feed and bedding of any intended purchase.


Head shaking or ‘summer asthma’ is another allergy which may escape veterinary detection in the winter months. The animal does not exhibit the tell-tale signs until a spell of warm, humid weather occurs. He will then wave his head up and down and strike at his face with a foreleg. There is no known cure for this ailment. At best, the horse will be uncomfortable to ride, and depressing to compete on, particularly in dressage; at worst he will be dangerous.


Sweet itch is another summer complaint which can go undetected in the winter, particularly if the mane is hogged.


Laminitis, though not an allergy, is a very common cause of unsoundness, particularly in ponies. It is a recurring disease which, if diagnosed in its early stages, can, with careful management, be avoided or controlled. Confirmed sufferers are easily diagnosed by changes in the shape of their feet. However, a mild attack may leave no visible evidence, although the tendency to recur will remain.


Blood testing


As pain-killing drugs can be used to disguise unsoundness, many buyers and their veterinary surgeons now ask for a blood test before a sale is agreed. There can be no valid objection to this from the seller, provided that all expenses are paid by the purchaser, and that the testing is completed without delay and in a proper manner.


X-rays


In recent years it has become common practice for purchasers of valuable horses to ask to have the horse’s feet X-rayed. In some cases they will ask for the leg and the knee or hock joint to be included. A foot X-ray can be a wise precaution. Other, more extensive X-rays are justified if an old injury needs investigation.


Many sellers are reluctant to have their horses X-rayed. Should the sale of the horse fall through because of the results of an X-ray, the seller is put in a difficult position with regard to future purchasers. Often an X-ray will reveal old injuries, many of which may never cause unsoundness. Also, a reasonable assessment can only be made by someone who has had considerable practice and experience in the actual reading of radiographs (X-ray plates).


Scans


It is now possible to scan horses but it is an expensive process and is unlikely to be part of a pre-purchase process for the non-specialist.
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oval teeth;
well-defined
infundibulum

young teeth;
corners not in wear
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A white wall eye.

White muzzle.

White upper and lower lips.
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through, but central
not yet in wear adult teeth
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remains of infundibulum fang hole
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infundibulum almost gone fang hole
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Good column of support ‘Out of one hole.’  Splayed feet. Pigeon-toed.

through centre of limb.
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slightly longer teeth
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baby teeth will
be replaced by
adult teeth

adult corners
just through, as are tushes
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increasingly angular

more trian-
gular in
shape; pulp
cavity or
fang hole
shows alone





OEBPS/a023_1_online.jpg
Hocks out behind.  Straight hocks.  Good hocks well supported  Sickle-shaped
under the body. hocks

Hocks too high.
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Flat (good) and loaded (poor) shoulders.
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EXAMPLE BRANDS
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Position of foetus
immediately prior
to foaling.
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good column of support over at back at the
through limb the knee knee

Good knees. Bad knees.
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all baby teeth
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adult teeth
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Wide behind. Good hocks. *split up behind’.
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star. Star and stripe. Snip. Blaze, extending  White face.
to both nostrils.
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The BHS Complete
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The British Horse Society
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infundibulum
well defined in
corners, fading
in centrals

hook on corner tooth
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Pigeon-toed - weight not Plaiting. Dishing.
evenly distributed down
the centre of the limb.
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full mouth in
wear;
infundibulum

tooth in wear still visible in all
incisors






