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In "The Autobiography of a Thief," Hutchins Hapgood offers a compelling exploration of the life of a criminal from an intimate perspective, intertwining elements of social critique with autobiographical storytelling. Written in the early 20th century, the narrative employs a raw and candid literary style that reflects both the grit of urban life and a philosophical inquiry into morality and human behavior. Through the protagonist's experiences, Hapgood deftly critiques the socio-economic conditions that breed criminality while inviting readers to question the nature of good and evil, ultimately challenging the societal norms of his time. Hapgood, born into a well-to-do New England family, had a unique vantage point that blended privilege with a deep empathy for the marginalized. His exposure to the struggles of impoverished city dwellers profoundly influenced his writing, leading him to document the complex lives of those on the fringes of society. This background, alongside his experiences as a social activist and journalist, enabled him to navigate the psychological terrain of his characters with authenticity, revealing not just their faults but also the systemic forces at play. This book is highly recommended for readers interested in the interplay of class, crime, and morality. Hapgood's insights into the human condition, paired with his vivid storytelling, resonate powerfully today, inviting a deeper understanding of societal issues that remain relevant. "The Autobiography of a Thief" is not merely a tale of crime; it is a profound reflection on humanity that warrants a place in both literary and social discourse.
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In "The Ends of Justice," Fred M. White masterfully weaves a gripping narrative that examines the moral complexities of justice and retribution. Set against the backdrop of early 20th-century England, the novel encapsulates the era's social upheavals and legal dilemmas through its richly drawn characters and intricate plotting. White employs a vivid prose style that combines elements of social realism with thrilling suspense, leading readers through a labyrinth of ethical quagmires where the line between right and wrong is often blurred. The novel'Äôs exploration of human psychology and the ramifications of societal expectations provides a compelling critique of justice systems that resonate with contemporary audiences. Fred M. White was a prolific English novelist whose works often reflected the anxieties and values of his time. Born in 1859, White was not only a writer but also an editor and journalist, experiences that undoubtedly informed his keen insights into the societal structures he critiqued. His exploration of themes such as righteousness and human fallibility in "The Ends of Justice" is reminiscent of his own confrontations with the moral ambiguity present in his society. Ideal for readers captivated by moral dilemmas and richly layered narratives, "The Ends of Justice" is a thought-provoking examination of how far individuals will go in the pursuit of what they believe justice to be. This novel is highly recommended for those intrigued by the intersections of crime, society, and the human condition, as well as fans of classic crime fiction.
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In "Counsel for the Defense," Leroy Scott masterfully navigates the intricate corridors of legal ethics and moral philosophy through a gripping narrative that intertwines courtroom drama with deep psychological insights. Set against the backdrop of early 20th-century America, Scott employs a vivid literary style characterized by detailed character studies and a robust dialogue that reflects the social mores and tensions of the time. The novel serves not only as a thrilling legal drama but also as a poignant exploration of the human condition, questioning the true meaning of justice and the burden of defending the indefensible. Leroy Scott, an author deeply immersed in the world of legal practice and moral inquiry, brings a wealth of personal experience and keen observational skills to his work. Raised in a society rife with contradictions, his encounters with injustice and his studies in law inspire a fervent engagement with themes that resonate through "Counsel for the Defense." Scott's unique perspective as both a participant and observer of the legal system lends the novel its rich authenticity and emotional depth. For readers who appreciate the intersection of legal narrative and moral complexity, "Counsel for the Defense" is a compelling read that challenges one to ponder the nature of truth and the ethical dilemmas faced by those sworn to uphold it. Scott's intricate storytelling and profound philosophical insights make this book a must-read for anyone interested in the ethical quandaries of law and the human experience. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - Hand‐picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an effortless, more informed read.
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In "The Ashtabula Disaster," Stephen D. Peet meticulously chronicles the harrowing events surrounding the 1876 train wreck in Ashtabula, Ohio, which claimed the lives of over 100 individuals. Peet employs a gripping narrative style, blending meticulous research with vivid descriptions, thereby illuminating the era's specific technological advancements in rail travel as well as the socio-political climate that rendered such a disaster trifling in public consciousness at the time. The text serves not only as a historical account but also as an exploration of human fallibility, institutional accountability, and the relentless passage of time that shapes collective memory. Stephen D. Peet, a prominent historian with a focus on the industrial revolution and its societal implications, draws upon his extensive background in American history to provide readers with an authoritative perspective on this tragic event. His deep understanding of industrial-era America and its legal frameworks enables him to interweave the narrative with critical analysis, offering insights into the factors that contributed to the disaster as well as its aftermath. "The Ashtabula Disaster" is essential reading for those intrigued by American history, engineering, or the delicate interplay between human endeavors and nature's unpredictability. Peet's evocative prose not only captivates readers but also challenges them to reflect on the lessons of the past as they pertain to contemporary issues of safety and accountability. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - Hand‐picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an effortless, more informed read.
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In 'The Man Behind the Bars,' Winifred Louise Taylor deftly explores the psychological landscape of individuals ensnared in the complexities of incarceration. Through poignant prose and a narrative imbued with empathy, Taylor delves into the minds of her characters, unveiling the socio-economic and emotional factors that contribute to their entrapment. The book is situated within the broader framework of contemporary prison literature, using a blend of realism and lyrical introspection that challenges readers to confront their perceptions of justice and redemption. Winifred Louise Taylor, an acclaimed author and social advocate, draws from her extensive work with marginalized communities and the criminal justice system. Her firsthand experiences with inmates and advocacy for reform provide a compelling backdrop to the narrative, allowing her to portray a raw and authentic view of the human condition behind bars. This background enriches her characters'Äô voices and illustrates the systemic issues at play in the lives of those incarcerated. This book is an essential read for anyone interested in social justice, psychology, and literary exploration of human resilience. Taylor's careful attention to individual stories illuminates broader societal issues, inviting readers to rethink the narratives surrounding crime and punishment. 'The Man Behind the Bars' is a powerful testament to the complexities of humanity, and it will resonate deeply with those who dare to look beyond the prison walls.
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    When a person’s fate turns on the words of a lawyer, justice becomes a contest between conscience and craft. 

By Advice of Counsel is a work of legal fiction by Arthur Cheney Train, an American lawyer and author whose career in the law shaped his writing. First published in the early twentieth century, it belongs to a moment when public fascination with courtroom procedure, professional ethics, and legal reform was especially keen. The setting is the world of American courts, offices, and private consultations, where statutes and strategy intersect. Train’s familiarity with practice gives the book a grounded texture, situating readers amid the institutional rhythms and pressures that define legal life. 

Without disclosing later turns, the premise orbits a client’s peril and the pivotal role legal advice plays in steering conduct, framing motives, and anticipating the reach of the law. The narrative follows the consequences of counsel—what is said, what is implied, and what is withheld—as adversaries prepare their cases and the system tests competing versions of responsibility. Readers encounter the architecture of litigation, the choreography of examination and argument, and the quieter, crucial choices made in private rooms, where a few carefully chosen words can change the course of a case. 

Train’s style blends procedural clarity with an observant, occasionally sardonic eye for human behavior under pressure. He writes with the precision of someone who has known the bench and bar from the inside, yet he keeps the focus on character and moral tension rather than on technicalities for their own sake. The tone is measured, the pacing patient in its accumulation of detail, and the mood alternates between the analytical and the dramatic. Readers can expect lucid scenes of preparation, negotiation, and courtroom confrontation, all marshaled to illuminate how the practice of law shapes—and is shaped by—human motives. 

At its core, the book probes the ethics of advocacy: where counsel’s duty to a client meets society’s demand for fairness. It contemplates the power and limits of attorney–client privilege, the uneasy boundary between advising on rights and enabling harm, and the difference between legal innocence and moral accountability. Other recurring concerns include the influence of status and money on outcomes, the relationship between public sentiment and legal process, and the capacity of institutions to deliver justice amid strategic maneuvering. The result is an inquiry into how advice can become action, and how words uttered in confidence can echo in the public sphere. 

For contemporary readers, these questions resonate far beyond the era of publication. Modern debates about corporate conduct, regulatory compliance, risk management, and the responsibilities of in-house and trial counsel trace the same contours of duty and consequence. The book’s attention to process over spectacle offers a counterpoint to sensational portrayals of the law, emphasizing careful judgment, prudence, and professional boundaries. It prompts reflection on what we expect from legal advisors—whether guardians of rights, tactical problem-solvers, or moral counselors—and on how those expectations shape trust in courts and in the rule of law itself. 

Approached as both story and study, By Advice of Counsel invites readers to weigh the pressures that bear on lawyers and clients when the stakes are high and the rules precise. It offers the satisfactions of a well-observed legal drama—credible settings, accumulating tension, and the search for a persuasive narrative—while maintaining a thoughtful distance from easy conclusions. Readers who value character-driven courtroom fiction and explorations of ethical complexity will find enduring interest here. The book’s early twentieth-century vantage clarifies dilemmas that have not faded, reminding us that advice is never neutral and that judgment, in every sense, carries a price. 
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    Arthur Cheney Train’s By Advice of Counsel unfolds within the legal and political world of a great American city in the early twentieth century. The narrative follows the work of lawyers, prosecutors, and judges as they navigate a high-profile scandal that draws intense public attention. From the first chapters, the story situates readers in crowded courtrooms, smoky committee rooms, and law offices where reputation and strategy matter as much as facts. The title phrase echoes through proceedings as participants justify silence or caution. Without editorializing, the book presents the structures, customs, and pressures that shape legal action when powerful interests and public opinion collide.

The central situation emerges when a prominent figure becomes entangled in allegations that reach into business, politics, and civic administration. Early inquiries invite testimony under oath, but witnesses often respond guardedly, citing their right to withhold answers on professional advice. The phrase “by advice of counsel” recurs as a formal response, signaling a boundary between private interest and public inquiry. Investigators seek to assemble a coherent narrative from partial disclosures, documents, and reluctant recollections. Train establishes the stakes clearly: livelihoods, reputations, and the credibility of institutions hang in the balance as the legal system begins its methodical work.

A young attorney—ambitious, diligent, and acutely aware of ethical constraints—becomes a focal point for the reader’s vantage on the case. Tasked with preparing files, evaluating testimony, and anticipating courtroom tactics, the attorney encounters mentors and adversaries who model contrasting philosophies of advocacy. Procedure, precedent, and prudence dominate the guidance offered. The story emphasizes preparation: interviews conducted with care, exhibits assembled line by line, and arguments honed for officials and the public. The attorney’s daily experience reveals how legal outcomes turn on patience, timing, and the precise framing of questions—long before a witness takes the stand in a crowded courtroom.

Formal hearings and committee examinations create early tests of strength. Counsel on both sides rely on objections, privileges, and procedural safeguards to shape the record. The public reads newspaper accounts that present the matter in bold strokes, while the lawyers work within technical details. Train shows how the formal responses—invoking counsel’s advice—can slow the pace of discovery without breaking the rules. Tension grows between the demand for swift, sweeping revelations and the law’s step-by-step method. Through this contrast, the book illustrates how legal rights coexist with the desire for comprehensive truth, each advancing and retreating as strategies evolve.

A turning point arrives when new facts complicate the initial allegations, linking private dealings to broader civic implications. Personal relationships—family alliances, business partnerships, and political friendships—add complexity to motives and testimony. Carefully placed documents and remembered conversations assume greater significance, but uncertainty persists. The attorney faces difficult choices about how to interpret ambiguous evidence without exceeding legal bounds. Meanwhile, seasoned lawyers recalibrate their approach, weighing discretion against the risks of appearing evasive. The narrative foregrounds the ethical dimension of counsel’s role: to protect clients zealously while respecting the court’s authority and the community’s interest in honest proceedings.

As preparation gives way to formal charges, the book shifts into the cadence of pretrial motions and strategic conferences. Debates over admissibility, jurisdiction, and the scope of examination define the battlefield. Jury selection, when it arrives, reflects concern about prejudice and publicity. The defense and the government shape themes that will guide jurors through complicated facts, each side promising clarity without overcommitment. The judge remains a steady presence, concerned with fairness and order. Through concise scenes, Train highlights how the law’s architecture channels conflict into predictable forms, allowing disputes to be tested within known rules rather than in the realm of rumor.

The trial, when it comes, centers on witness credibility, documentary proof, and the careful parsing of statements previously given under oath. Cross-examinations press at the margins of memory and motive. The repeated formula—declining to answer on the advice of counsel—appears again, but now carries different implications in the eyes of jurors and the press. A legal maneuver shifts emphasis from one set of issues to another, altering the perceived narrative without revealing everything. The courtroom scenes balance momentum with restraint, showing how unexpected answers and precisely worded questions can redirect the case while maintaining respect for legal safeguards.

In the aftermath, the formal resolution provides closure to the case without settling every question raised by the investigation. Practical consequences follow for those most closely involved, touching professional futures and public trust. The young attorney measures success not only by the official outcome, but by adherence to legal duty under scrutiny. Train avoids sensational revelations, instead emphasizing process: how institutions respond, adapt, and preserve their integrity. The civic conversation continues beyond the verdict or disposition, leaving room for reflection on the systems that enabled both resistance and disclosure, and on the persistent tension between privacy and accountability.

By Advice of Counsel ultimately presents a clear, neutral portrait of law as a disciplined method for managing complex disputes. Its message underscores the rightful place of professional guidance—sometimes constraining, sometimes clarifying—in a world where haste and suspicion run high. The recurring phrase becomes a symbol of the boundaries law erects to protect rights, even when those boundaries frustrate the search for immediate truth. Without prescribing judgments, Train shows how careful advocacy, institutional patience, and procedural rigor shape outcomes. The book closes with an appreciation for the measured pace of justice, and for the enduring responsibilities borne by those who speak in court.
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    Arthur Cheney Train situates By Advice of Counsel in the dense legal and social geography of early twentieth-century New York City, roughly from the first years of the 1900s through the pre–World War I decade. The setting centers on Manhattan’s courts, prosecutors’ offices, and police precincts around Centre Street, with the Tombs city prison looming beside the criminal courts. Elevated trains, streetcars, and bustling tenement neighborhoods on the Lower East Side supply the human traffic for arraignments, night hearings, and jury pools. Wall Street’s proximity underscores the coexistence of blue-collar crime and corporate malfeasance. This urban, Progressive Era milieu—teeming with immigrants, reformers, ward heelers, and sensational newspapers—frames the legal dilemmas the book dramatizes.

Municipal politics under Tammany Hall provides a crucial backdrop. After the consolidation of Greater New York in 1898, Tammany influence surged under leaders Richard Croker (until 1902) and Charles F. Murphy (1902–1924), shaping police promotions, licensing, and patronage. Reform oscillated with machine control: Mayor Seth Low (1902–1903) attempted civil-service and policing reforms, followed by Tammany-backed George B. McClellan Jr. (1904–1909) and the reform-minded William J. Gaynor (1910–1913). These struggles influenced how law was enforced block by block. Train’s narratives mirror the friction between reformist impulses and patronage-bound routine in charging decisions, plea negotiations, and the selective vigor with which vice and gambling laws were pursued.

The era’s prosecutorial transformations in New York County profoundly shaped Train’s perspective and saturate the book’s legal atmosphere. William Travers Jerome, district attorney from 1902 to 1909, waged high-profile war on gambling and municipal graft, cultivating informants, orchestrating surprise raids, and courting public opinion. His office pursued sensational matters such as the Harry K. Thaw trials (1906–1908) over the killing of architect Stanford White, proceedings that exposed practices in jury selection, expert testimony on insanity, and media pressure on courts. Arthur Cheney Train served as an assistant district attorney under Jerome (1905–1909), mastering grand jury practice, cross-examination, and the choreography of arraignments and indictments in the Court of General Sessions. After Jerome, Charles S. Whitman—elected district attorney in 1910—pushed reform further by targeting the nexus of police and organized crime. The July 16, 1912 assassination of gambler Herman Rosenthal led Whitman to prosecute NYPD Lieutenant Charles Becker, convicted of orchestrating the murder; Becker was executed in 1915. The Rosenthal case triggered the 1913 Curran Committee, which unearthed systemic graft and compelled administrative and disciplinary changes in the NYPD. Parallel developments included the 1911 Sullivan Act, championed by Tammany leader “Big Tim” Sullivan, making concealed-carry a licensing offense and furnishing prosecutors with a powerful, easily provable charge in street-crime cases. The evolving blend of investigative grand juries, press-fueled public opinion, and statutory tools for vice, weapons, and conspiracy prosecutions created a distinctive legal ecology. By Advice of Counsel reflects this world in its attention to the craft of indictment, the leverage of plea bargaining, the tactical invocation of legal defenses, and the moral ambiguities faced by lawyers navigating between reformist zeal, police realities, and client needs.

Mass immigration and tenement life supplied many of the social conflicts reaching New York’s courts. Ellis Island processed millions between 1900 and 1914, concentrating newcomers in the Lower East Side and similar districts. Public health, housing, and work-safety crises prompted the Tenement House Act of 1901 and a network of inspections. Labor mobilization surged: the 1909–1910 shirtwaist strike (the “Uprising of the 20,000”) and the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory fire on March 25, 1911, which killed 146 workers, led to the New York State Factory Investigating Commission (1911–1915), chaired by Robert F. Wagner Sr. and Al Smith. Train’s book mirrors courts that increasingly adjudicated disputes and crimes marked by overcrowding, precarious employment, and new regulatory regimes.

Corporate and financial regulation, intensified by the Panic of 1907, reshaped white-collar enforcement. The panic’s runs on trust companies spurred the Aldrich–Vreeland Act (1908) and eventually the Federal Reserve Act (1913). In New York, the Armstrong Committee (1905–1906), with Charles Evans Hughes as counsel, exposed insurance-company self-dealing and political contributions, prompting stricter accounting and investment rules. Antitrust momentum culminated in landmark 1911 Supreme Court decisions dissolving Standard Oil and American Tobacco. In this climate, corporate officers frequently invoked the advice-of-counsel doctrine to negate criminal intent. By Advice of Counsel engages this legal terrain, dramatizing how executives sought legal cover and how prosecutors tested the boundaries of good-faith reliance on attorneys.

Moral regulation campaigns defined much early twentieth-century policing. The Committee of Fourteen, founded in New York in 1905, sought to suppress “Raines Law hotels” and the commercialized sex trade that flourished after the 1896 excise law restricted Sunday liquor sales. Federal authority expanded with the Mann Act (1910), criminalizing interstate transport for immoral purposes and enabling cooperation between local prosecutors and U.S. attorneys. Comstock laws targeting obscenity and contraceptive information continued to shape vice enforcement. Train’s stories resonate with these crusades, portraying sting operations, contested undercover methods, and courtroom debates over entrapment, corroboration, and the line between public morality and actionable crime.

Street violence and organized gangs intersected with new weapons policy. The Sullivan Act (1911), advanced by Tammany power Timothy D. Sullivan, required permits for handguns and made carrying without a license a felony in New York City. This facilitated prosecutions of members of gangs such as the Gophers and remnants of the Monk Eastman organization, long active across the Lower East Side and Hell’s Kitchen. The Rosenthal-Becker affair further exposed the symbiosis between gamblers, gangland triggermen, and corrupt officers. In Train’s legal world, weapons charges became strategic leverage, and homicide trials turned on ballistics, eyewitness credibility, and prosecutorial use of accomplice testimony—patterns the book reflects in its courtroom logic.

As social and political critique, the book highlights the unevenness of Progressive Era justice. It exposes how patronage and police corruption could skew enforcement; how immigrants and the poor, policed more visibly, faced harsher bargaining positions; and how corporate wrongdoers insulated themselves by invoking complex advice-of-counsel defenses. It interrogates the distance between the spirit of reform and the letter of rapidly proliferating statutes, showing how technicalities, expert witnesses, and publicity shaped outcomes. By dramatizing prosecutors’ discretion, the perils of coerced confessions, and the fragility of due process amid moral panics, it critiques a system that aspired to equity yet frequently reproduced class divides and political influence in everyday adjudication.
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Shyster, n. [Origin obscure.] One who does business trickily; a person without professional honor: used chiefly of lawyers; as, pettifoggers and shysters.—CENTURY DICTIONARY.





When Terry McGurk hove the brick through the window of Froelich's butcher shop he did it casually, on general principles, and without any idea of starting anything. He had strolled unexpectedly round the corner from his dad's saloon, had seen the row going on between Froelich and the gang of boys that after school hours used the street in front of the shop as a ball ground, and had merely seized the opportunity to vindicate his reputation as a desperado and put one over on the Dutchman. The fact that he had on a red sweater was the barest coincidence. Having observed the brick to be accurately pursuing its proper trajectory he had ducked back round the corner again and continued upon his way rejoicing. He had not even noticed Tony Mathusek, who, having accidentally found himself in the midst of the mêlée, had started to beat a retreat the instant of the crash, and had run plump into the arms of Officer Delany of the Second. Unfortunately Tony too was wearing a red sweater.

"I've got you, you young devil!" exulted Delany. "Here's one of 'em, Froelich!"

"Dot's him! It was a feller mit a red sweater! Dot's the vun who done it!" shrieked the butcher. "I vill make a gomblaint against him!"

"Come along, you! Quit yer kickin'!" ordered the cop, twisting Tony's thin arm until he writhed. "You'll identify him, Froelich?"

"Sure! Didn't I see him mit my eyes? He's vun of dem rascals vot drives all mine gustomers avay mit deir yelling and screaming. You fix it for me, Bill."

"That's all right," the officer assured him. "I'll fix him good, I will! It's the reformatory for him. Or, say, you can make a complaint for malicious mischief."

"Sure! Dot's it! Malicious mischief!" assented the not over-intelligent tradesman. "Ve'll get rid of him for good, eh?"

"Sure," assented Delany. "Come along, you!"

Tony Mathusek lifted a white face drawn with agony from his tortured arm.

"Say, mister, you got the wrong feller! I didn't break the window. I was just comin' from the house—"

"Aw, shut up!" sneered Delany. "Tell that to the judge!"

"Y' ain't goin' to take me to jail?" wailed Tony. "I wasn't with them boys. I don't belong to that gang."

"Oh, so you belong to a gang, do ye? Well, we don't want no gangsters round here!" cried the officer with adroit if unscrupulous sophistry. "Come along now, and keep quiet or it'll be the worse for ye."

"Can't I tell my mother? She'll be lookin' for me. She's an old lady."

"Tell nuthin'. You come along!"

Tony saw all hope fade. He hadn't a chance—even to go to a decent jail! He had heard all about the horrors of the reformatory. They wouldn't even let your people visit you on Sundays! And his mother would think he was run over or murdered. She would go crazy with worry. He didn't mind on his own account, but his mother— He loved the old widowed mother who worked her fingers off to send him to school. And he was the only one left, now that Peter had been killed in the war. It was too much. With a sudden twist he tore out of his coat and dashed blindly down the street. As well might a rabbit hope to escape the claws of a wildcat. In three bounds Delany had him again, choking him until the world turned black.

But this is not a story about police brutality, for most cops are not brutal. Delany was an old-timer who believed in rough methods. He belonged, happily, to a fast-vanishing system more in harmony with the middle ages than with our present enlightened form of municipal government. He remained what he was for the reason that farther up in the official hierarchy there were others who looked to him, when it was desirable, to deliver the goods—not necessarily cash—but to stand with the bunch. These in turn were obligated on occasion, through self-interest or mistaken loyalty to friend or party, to overlook trifling irregularities, to use various sorts of pressure, or to forget what they were asked to forget. There was a far-reaching web of complicated relationships—official, political, matrimonial, commercial and otherwise—which had a very practical effect upon the performance of theoretical duty.

Delany was neither an idealist nor a philosopher. He was an empiricist, with a touch of pragmatism—though he did not know it. He was "a practical man." Even reform administrations have been known to advocate a liberal enforcement of the laws. Can you blame Delany for being practical when others so much greater than he have prided themselves upon the same attribute of practicality? There were of course a lot of things he simply had to do or get out of the force; at any rate, had he not done them his life would have been intolerable. These consisted in part of being deaf, dumb and blind when he was told to be so—a comparatively easy matter. But there were other things that he had to do, as a matter of fact, to show that he was all right, which were not only more difficult, but expensive, and at times dangerous.

He had never been called upon to swear away an innocent man's liberty, but more than once he had had to stand for a frame-up against a guilty one. According to his cop-psychology, if his side partner saw something it was practically the same as if he had seen it himself. That phantasmagorical scintilla of evidence needed to bolster up a weak or doubtful case could always be counted on if Delany was the officer who had made the arrest. None of his cases were ever thrown out of court for lack of evidence, but then, Delany never arrested anybody who wasn't guilty!
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