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INTRODUCTION


Hello, Adventurer! My first recommendation might seem redundant, but it will make a big difference: thoroughly read the applicable sections of the book before you begin. I care deeply about your success and reading the sections in the beginning of the book first will help you avoid getting stuck or frustrated once you begin crocheting. You’re guaranteed to find answers and solutions to any question or difficulty you might encounter while making the projects within these pages, including connections to real people who can help. If you simply must skim instead, be certain to at least review the Making Gauge Swatches and Tips for Crocheting with Fur Yarn sections on pages 12 and 30 before you begin crocheting. With that being said, I have written the patterns with all skill levels in mind, to make them easy to follow, fun, and stress-free while learning something new!
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This book is for those who have never crocheted with fur yarn or have had unpleasant experiences with it before. The techniques you’ll learn will make crocheting with fur yarn almost as easy as crocheting with regular yarn, presenting a new world of fluffy possibilities for you to enjoy.


All the patterns in this book are simple enough to keep things anxiety-free while you focus on perfecting the new techniques. They are all designed to work best with fur yarn, and each model is reversible. With the exception of the hand puppets, each pattern also includes directions on how to make them like traditional amigurumi: nonreversible and filled with stuffing. This option also makes them fail-safe—if your finished piece is difficult to flip or you want an easier project, these other directions guarantee success.


The characters in this book are part of my Smuggle-Tuck Pets collection (see page 108), a series of reversible amigurumi creatures with secret items or critters on the inside. Although the models are designed to be reversible, the ease of flipping them is affected by the type of fur yarn that you use. The thicker your yarn, the bulkier the finished piece will be, making it harder to flip. My test team and I have thoroughly proofed the models and found they are achievable using just about any type of fur yarn but for best results, always check the supplies list before choosing your materials and begin by creating a gauge swatch.


I sincerely hope you enjoy the projects in this book, and I excitedly—and nervously—await your reaction. This is my first book and although I have written enough patterns to proclaim myself an expert, writing a book has been a learning curve for me, just as crocheting with fur might be a learning curve for you. My goal is to equip my readers with higher skills and improve their abilities with every pattern, so if you ever find them to be a bit difficult, remember that rising to a challenge is part of the reward.


[image: Illustration]


[image: Illustration]





TOOLS & SUPPLIES


Each pattern includes a comprehensive list of the tools and supplies you’ll need. This section explains how to use those tools and the extra supplies that will help make crocheting each model just a little bit easier and more fun.


Crochet hooks—Like all crochet art, amigurumi requires a variety of crochet hooks. Crochet hooks are made of materials like plastic, wood, and metal and have different barrel and handle styles. Use the material and style that is most comfortable for you. Crochet hooks are also available in many different sizes, measured most often in millimeters. The Crochet Hook Sizes chart below shows a few of the common hook sizes and international conversions. Since metric is the most accurate measurement for hooks, I’ve recommended mm-based hook sizes to use for each project. You should also review Making Gauge Swatches on here for more advice on which hook size to pair with each yarn combination.


Scissors—Small, sharp embroidery scissors work well for crochet projects. They are nimble and lightweight.


Stitch markers—Stitch markers are available in a variety of shapes, sizes, colors, and materials. They’re perfect for clipping onto your piece to count stitches or mark specific stitches for later steps. For the Smuggles the Fox & Flossy the Cat reversible hand puppets on here, for example, I recommend using different colored stitch markers to keep track of where each new crocheted piece will be added.


Pins—The straight pins with glass or plastic heads that are often used for sewing projects are perfect for holding together amigurumi body pieces or decorative elements while sewing them together. These pins are easy to work around and quickly removable when your project is done. The larger heads keep them from slipping inside your amigurumi pieces.


Stuffing—While the projects in this book are all reversible and don’t require internal stuffing, some of them do have extra stuffed elements and, except for the hand puppets, all of them can be made nonreversible and stuffed as traditional amigurumi figures. Stuffing is also helpful for temporarily filling out body pieces to allow for easier assembly.


Tapestry needle—Tapestry needles are thicker, blunter, and have larger eyes than regular sewing needles, so they’re perfect for sewing with yarn. You’ll use these needles with the extra yarn threads left on your individual amigurumi pieces to assemble the finished projects.






	CROCHET HOOK SIZES







	US HOOK SYMBOL


	MILLIMETER SIZE







	B/1


	2–2.25 mm







	–


	2.5 mm







	C/2


	2.75 mm







	D/3


	3.25 mm







	E/4


	3.5 mm







	F/5


	3.75 mm







	G/6


	4–4.25 mm







	7


	4.5 mm







	H/8


	5 mm







	I/9


	5.5 mm







	J/10


	6 mm







	K/10½


	6.5 mm







	–


	7 mm







	L/11


	8 mm







	M/13


	9 mm







	N/15


	10 mm







	P/16


	12 mm







	Q


	15 mm







	S


	20 mm








Hook and loop fasteners—This style of temporary fastener is usually sold for craft projects in strips or rolls so you can cut the sizes you need. You’ll sew hook and loop fasteners onto the paws of Pony & Sushi the Hand-Holding Otters on here to allow them to hold hands and onto the paws of Swing the Sloth, Limbo the Lemur & Scrabble the Monkey on here to allow them to hang from or wrap around objects. I use Velcro® Brand.


Sewing needle and cotton thread—You need a sewing needle and cotton sewing thread to attach extra elements to your amigurumi projects. For Pony & Sushi the Hand-Holding Otters I use black cotton sewing thread to attach the hook and loop fasteners to the paws, and for Swing the Sloth, Limbo the Lemur & Scrabble the Monkey I use white cotton sewing thread to attach them.


Tape measure—Tape measures are most helpful for measuring your gauge swatches. If you want to make the projects the exact same size that I’ve made them, matching the gauge swatch measurements and adjusting your crochet hook size if needed is very important.
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Your crochet and sewing supplies can be as colorful and fun as the figures you’re creating.








CHOOSING YARN
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Fur yarns range in fiber density—the yarn you choose will affect the texture and size of your finished piece.





The projects in this book use combinations of double knit (DK) yarn and various types of fur yarns. The type of fur yarn you use and how you pair your yarns together with different crochet hooks will create different effects. Since yarn choice is so important for furry amigurumi projects, I’ve added a comprehensive explanation with a swatch guide.


You can use any type of fur yarn for the patterns in this book, as long as you match the gauge swatches beginning on here with your own yarn. The exception to this rule is Pollen the Bee & His Hive on here, which doesn’t work well with dense fur, and should be made with medium or finer fur instead. For all the furry parts of the patterns, you’ll pair fur yarn with a smooth yarn in DK weight. DK is the equivalent to yarn weight 3, light worsted, 8 ply, or 11 wraps per inch (WPI). These yarns range between 219–284 yds. (200–260m) of yarn for every 3½oz. (100g). See the Yarn Weight Chart on here for more information on how DK yarn compares to other yarns and check the label of your desired yarn to see if it’s a good match. This smooth yarn will also be used for all the nonfurry pieces of the models.




TIP: If you are having trouble finding the specific brands I’ve mentioned or if you need to find alternatives for unavailable or discontinued yarns, try searching yarnsub.com for suitable substitutions.





Fur yarn is available in the following textures:


Dense Fur—This yarn has medium-length, fluffy fibers that are closely packed and look like real fur when worked up. The type I use in this book is Katia® Polar, which has about 66 yds. (60m) per 3½oz. (100g). A suitable substitute is Scheepjes® Furry Tales. To achieve the correct gauge when using dense fur in place of medium fur, you may need to pair your fur with a thinner smooth yarn instead of DK weight. Try 4 ply (which is the equivalent to yarn weight 2, fingering, or 14 WPI) with a smaller hook. You should still use DK weight for all the nonfurry pieces of the model.


Medium Fur—This yarn has medium-length fibers in a relatively flat tape-like form, similar to a strip of eyelashes. The type I use in this book is Pixels by Blue Label, which has about 131 yds. (120m) per 3½oz. (100g). I used this density/weight for most of the projects. A suitable substitute is Scheepjes Panda.


Fine Fur—This is any fur yarn that is sparse with either very long or short fibers, such as James C. Brett Faux Fur or Scheepjes Softy. I haven’t used this type of fur for any of the projects in the book, although some of the patterns were tested with it during development. To achieve the correct gauge when using fine fur, you may need to use 2 threads of fur yarn paired with 1 thread of DK weight yarn.


Chenille—Sometimes referred to as blanket yarn, this is a bulky yarn with a texture like velvet or soft toweling. Although it’s not fluffy, it can still be used for the models in this book. You may need to pair it with a smaller hook to achieve the correct gauge.


All the models in this book were designed using fur yarn for the purpose of teaching how to easily crochet with fur yarn. The projects cannot be directly converted for smooth yarn without some extra trial and error, but feel free to experiment once you are comfortable with the techniques and designs.
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NOTE: The amounts of yarn needed for each project are listed by grams for accuracy. If you prefer to measure your yarn by length, use the following conversions as a starting point.


 


DK yarn = 2¼–3¼yds. (2–3m) per gram


Medium fur yarn = 1¼yd. (1.2m) per gram


Dense fur yarn = 23½” (60cm) per gram









MAKING GAUGE SWATCHES


The purpose of gauge swatches is to help you determine the correct hook and yarn combination to use for a project. Gauge swatches are usually worked flat, but for better accuracy when using fur yarn, the gauges in this book are 3D domes. Making swatches is necessary if you’re aiming to make your model the same size as the dimensions listed for each project, especially if you’re using supplies that are different from those recommended.


The required hooks and yarn are listed in the supplies section of each pattern. If you want to use different yarns to the ones suggested, make gauge swatches so you’ll be certain which size hooks to pair them with. Begin by pairing the recommended hook for your chosen model with your fur yarn of choice and make a swatch following the applicable gauge swatch pattern on pages 12 and 13. If your gauge turns out larger than the dimensions listed, use a smaller hook. If your gauge turns out smaller than the dimensions listed, use a larger hook. Adjust hook sizes as needed until your swatch is the correct size.


If you’re making a larger or smaller version of a project, these specific swatches do not apply. Adjusting the model’s size requires independent trial and error to determine the appropriate supplies for each one. As a tip to get started experimenting with size adjustments, though, use thicker yarn and a bigger hook to enlarge your project or thinner yarn or a smaller hook to reduce the size.


GAUGE SWATCH PATTERNS


Each swatch, when made with the correct hook and yarn combination, will result in a 2½" x 2¾" (6.5 x 7cm) dome. Measure the dome laid flat (squashed closed so that the open end becomes a slit) and exclude the extra length of the fur. These gauge swatch patterns are created with a standard single crochet stitch, but include a few special techniques like a magic ring, working in the round, running stitch markers, and increases. If you are unfamiliar with the abbreviations or with any of the special techniques, see the Crochet Abbreviations chart on here and the Crochet Tips & Techniques section beginning on here for more information.
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