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         Kara

         Favorite color: Light blue

         Favorite food: Lasagna

         Favorite school subject: Art

         Loves to read

          
   

         Rose

         Favorite color: Pink

         Favorite food: Pizza

         Favorite school subject: Gym class

         Loves to shop

          
   

         Julie

         Favorite color: Yellow

         Favorite food: Tortillas

         Best school subject: Music

         Loves boys

      

   


   
      
         
            

         

         Holiday
   

         It is Monday morning, but Kara does not have to go to school. It is a school holiday. Still, she has gotten up early because she is taking a trip with Julie, Rose, and Malou all week. She quickly makes some breakfast. Her sleeping bag is in the hallway, along with her backpack filled with her clothes.

         “Remember money for candy,” her mom says and hands her the bag with her purse and phone. “And take care of yourself and listen to Julie’s mom.”

         “Yeah, I know Mom,” Kara smiles and hugs her mom. Then she takes her stuff and runs all the way to Julie’s house.

         “Hi Kara!” Julie yells from the street.

         Rose and Malou are there too. Malou is swinging a plastic bag around. Julie’s mom is standing by the car. She puts their stuff in the back of her car.

         “So, girls,” Julie’s mom laughs as she opens the car door. “Did you remember your bathing suits?”

         “Yes!” They all shout in unison.

         Julie sits next to her mom, and Kara and Rose sit with Malou between them.

         Then they leave. It is cloudy, but it does not matter. The waterpark is indoors.

         “There are a lot of waterslides,” Rose says. “And a wave pool.”

         “Wow! A wave pool!” Malou laughs.

         Kara smiles.

         “I don’t remember ever looking forward to anything as much as this,” Kara says. Even though they are going away for five days, Kara is not scared of feeling homesick because she gets to hang out with her best friends. And she really likes Julie’s mom as well. She is one of those kinds of moms who always talks and laughs.

         “Do we have time to swim today?” Julie asks.

         “Of course,” Julie’s mom says. “You can go swimming every day from morning to evening.” She turns on to the motorway and speeds up.

         “You all know how to swim, right?” Julie’s mom asks while they speed through the countryside.

         “Of course,” Malou says and raises her hand.

         Kara does not say anything, but she knows Malou is not a great swimmer. Julie’s mom nods.

         “I know that you, Rose, and you, Kara, are good swimmers.”

         Kara nods. She knows how to swim. Rose is better, of course. But Rose loves all types of exercise.

         They drive for a long time. Julie’s mom turns on the radio and sings along to a song they all know. Kara cannot stop laughing. They reach the waterpark very quickly. Kara feels butterflies in her stomach when she sees a lot of tubes twisting around a big building. Those are the waterslides. She thinks it is so cool.

         “Oh my god, it’s so pretty,” Malou says, when they get out of the car in the parking lot.

         Kara thinks it is pretty here too. There are palm trees in front of the entrance and a fountain that looks like gold.

         They have to go to the reception area to get their bracelets first. It feels almost like a hotel

         The bracelet is neon green and Kara thinks it is the coolest bracelet she has ever worn.
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