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The Other 364

When most of us imagine Santa Claus, we think of the guy

in the crimson power suit, with a slick ride and nine dutiful

reindeer in tow. But if tradition is to be believed, this is only

Santa one day out of the whole year. The other 364, he’s

clocking in at his shop with paint on his sleeve, performing

all the little tasks that lead up to the “Big Day”. It is quiet and

often thankless toil, but think—if, in those preparatory days,

he worked at half capacity or gave up, the celebration on day

365 would not be quite as sweet.

Let the projects here teach you to make the most out of the other

days. You could start with the face on our cover, a humble Workshop

Santa by Chris Hammack (page 23); turn a pine round and a bit of

wire into a gregarious reindeer by Edgar Shrum (page 32); or charm all

your friends at once with a wheely turtle of mind-breaking cuteness by

Sara Barraclough (page 45). When the work feels especially hard, these

characters’ personalities might just be the balm you need to keep going,

rain or shine.

If off-the-wall is more your style, check out a disgruntled North

Pole elf with a snow pile to shovel and zero cares to give, courtesy

of Nikki Reese (page 55). Keep company with Santa’s rowdy cousin

Petunia (another Hammack creation), who has her best brooch on

and is ready for the festivities (page 68). Or, for some extra inspiration,

check out our Santa Convention Challenge winner, Tom Mellott,

whose Santa has a wardrobe of eclectic duds and no idea what to wear

(page 14).

Want something totally different? Turn to page 81 for a tribute

to the late Frank Foust and his celebrated comfort birds, which have

inspired so many in the community to acts of kindness. In honor of

Frank, we have reissued the pattern for his 2011 design. Who knows?

Comfort birds could become your next year-round project, long past

the holidays.

As you flip through this issue for projects to tackle ahead of Santa’s

big flight, remember to channel his simpler, less glitzy alter-ego—the

one who puts in the quiet, important work in the off-hours, even when

no one is looking.

Happy carving!

Kaylee Schofield, Editor

schofield@foxchapelpublishing.com
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letters

to the editor

Sweet as Honey

I made Sara Barraclough’s “Easy

Honeybee” (from issue #94) because a

few of my family members really like

honey. Once I started carving, I decided

to add a second bee above the hive.

I absolutely love Sara Barraclough’s

carvings. Her ideas are fresh and

different, and I like how she puts her

own spin on little animal characters.

I hope to see more from her.

Greg Hunt

Mount Morris, Ill.

Easy as Can Bee

I saw Sara Barraclough’s “Easy

Honeybee” project in the spring issue

(#94) and knew I had to give it a try.

I love her work—very fun and creative.

Her book is an excellent source of

inspiration, as well. I started carving

at the beginning of the pandemic, and

your magazine has been a great help!

Brian O’Neil

Holmen, Wis.

Buzzing with Joy

Sara Barraclough’s “Easy

Honeybee” project made me

smile the first time I saw

it. I really enjoy her take on

caricatures and most are simple

enough to be completed with

just a knife. A fun, easy carve

that makes you smile—what

more can you ask for?

Ken Weaver

Hooversville, Pa.

Big Bee, Little Bee

When my wife saw Sara

Barraclough’s “Easy

Honeybee” in issue #94,

she said she

had

to have

one for her quilting

room. After I finished,

we both thought our

granddaughter Allie,

a bee lover, should

have one too. What a

fun project!

Dan Holdgreve

Hardy, Va.

letters

to the editor

To give Sara’s designs a try, check out her book

.

Learn to Carve Gnomes, Trolls,

and Mythical Creatures

by Sara Barraclough

Item 1128. Available for $14.99 + S&H

(parcel post) from Fox Chapel Publishing,

800-457-9112, FoxChapelPublishing.com,

or your local retailer.

FURTHER READING

Floral Hive

My granddaughter came

up with the idea to mount

the bumble bee carving

(from issue #94) on a

bamboo dowel and use

it as a decoration in her

potted plants. Now, all the

grandkids have a bumble

bee in their flowerpots!

Chris Dixon

Columbus, Neb.
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Razertip Industries Inc.

PO Box 910, 301- 9th Street North

Martensville, SK Canada S0K 2T0

Phone 306-931-0889

Toll-free (Canada/U.S.A.) 1-877-729-3787

info@razertip.com

razertip.com
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Smoke Extractor Model X60

MULTI-STAGE CARBON FILTRATION

CAN BE USED VERTICALLY OR HORIZONTALLY

REPLACEABLE FILTERS

Eskimo Curlew

by Cam Merkle

Oil on Tupelo and Brass

Enjoy a pyrography workspace that is fresh and clear

of smoke with the Razaire™ MINI Smoke Extractor.

Follow us

Expansion

modules

available

NEW
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Find the

Fox Hunt

winners

on Page 92!

Note from the Editor:

We love hearing about the

carvings that readers like you are creating! If you

tried your hand at one of our projects, or put your

own spin on an existing design, send us an email at


editors@woodcarvingillustrated.com. Please include

high-res photos and a brief description of the piece.

coming

features

Where There's Smoke

I adore your magazine! I’ve

learned a lot from it over

the years. I wanted to share

this relief carving I finished

for a dear friend whose

late father was our town’s

assistant fire chief for 31

years. I modeled this piece

after the design and colors

of his real-life uniform.

Christine Hill

Arcanum, Ohio

Therapy Carving

I came across an illustration of snowmen

sledding on a toboggan and thought it

would be a fun idea for a carving. My

snowmen are made from basswood and

the toboggan from butternut. The piece is

sealed with linseed oil and mineral spirits,

and their tiny arms are made from twigs

found in my yard. I am so happy to have

found a good hobby during this time.

Tracy Czajkoski

Lake Lure, N.C.

Burn a picture-perfect

pyrographic project.

Surprise your

sweetheart

with a

hilariously

monsterous

valentine.

This unique

caricature is

sure to put a

smile on

your face.

Look for

these

projects

in an

upcoming

issue!
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Share Your Latest Work!

Send a slide, professional print, or digital image (300 dpi minimum)

with 100 words about you and your piece. Include your hometown,

the name of the pattern maker, and a list of wood and materials used.

Send to Artists to Watch,

Woodcarving Illustrated

, 903 Square Street,

Mount Joy, PA 17552 or e-mail editors@woodcarvingillustrated.com.

Bogdan Grytsak

Kyiv, Ukraine

For the past 20 years, Bogdan Grytsak

has worked as a woodcarver, painter, and

sculptor. “I am always fired up with the desire

to create,” he said. Bogdan’s projects range

from hairpins and small souvenirs to larger

furniture pieces. “My goal is to let my projects

speak for me,” he said. Bogdan uses various

acrylic-based paints and varnishes to give

his hairpins a polished look reminiscent of

porcelain. To find more of Bogdan’s work,

visit @artwoodbg on Instagram, or his

website at artwoodbg.com.

artists

to watch

Sylwia Janczyszyn

Gdańsk, Poland

Sylwia Janczyszyn stumbled into the world of pyrography after

receiving a woodburner as a gift in 2015. “This extraordinary art form

has absorbed me completely, and its unlimited possibilities still surprise

me,” Sylwia said. Drawing from her experiences as a biologist, Sylwia

often features animals and elements of nature in her work. A portrait

can take anywhere from 20 to 25 hours to complete, and requires a

variety of homemade nibs, which Sylwia makes by heating a nickel-

chrome wire on an anvil, and then hammering it until it is sharp and flat.

To see more of Sylwia’s work, visit her website at pirografia.com.pl or


@pirografia.sylwia.janczyszyn on Instagram.

Benoît Vauthier and Manu Lerendu

La Petite-Raon, France

The ability to combine technique and

artistry is one of the many reasons why

Benoît Vauthier and Manu Lerendu

enjoy woodcarving. The friends-turned-

business partners opened a workshop in

the mountains of France after discovering

a shared passion for contemporary

creations through wood. The pair is often

inspired by geographical features, and

these forms regularly show up in their

work. For more, visit benetmanu.com or


@ben_et_manu on Instagram.
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Carvin’Jack Collection

Give the Gift of Craftmanship This Year!

Deluxe Palm & Knife Set

™

Two popular tool sets give carvers a wide range of capabilities

in one economical package. The set includes four razor-sharp

carving knives — cutting knife, pelican knife, detail knife and

mini-detail knife. Plus there are five palm tools including a skew,

V-tool, and three gouges in 1/8, 5/16 and 3/8-inch sizes.

KN700 - $188.95

Beginner Palm & Knife Set

™

This set features our most popular palm tools and knives. It

includes an all-purpose cutting knife plus a detail knife for close

work and carving the finest details. The two palm tools offer great

cutting control and are perfect for small projects such as carica-

tures, walking sticks and tableware.

KN600 - $79.95

Carvin’ Jack

®

The 6-Blade Carvin’ Jack is the

world’s first folding multi-tool for

woodcarving. It features a Cherry

inlay and is equipped with 2 scorps,

straight gouge, a hook knife, chisel,

and a detail knife. You also get a custom

SlipStrop™, a bar of Flexcut Gold™ polish-

ing compound to keep your blades sharp, and

a leather belt-mounted sheath.

JKN91

(right-handed)

JKNL91

(left-handed)

$169.95

The 4-Blade Pocket Jack is

another great take-along

tool. Built with same quality

as our original Carvin’ Jack,

this model comes with just

the essentials—straight gouge,

scorp, V-tool, and a detail knife.

It weighs in at 3 ounces and has a

closed length of 4-1/4”.

JKN89 - $98.95

Pocket Jack

®

Whittlin' Jack

®

The 2-Blade Whittlin’ Jack with

Walnut inlay, features a 2" rough-

ing knife that’s great for carving

walking sticks, caricatures, and much

more. Its 1½” detail knife quickly

removes wood from surfaces and is per-

fect for fine detailing and delicate work.

Blades do not lock.

JKN88 - $60.95

The 3-Blade Tri-Jack Pro Features a high-

quality roughing knife, detail knife, and

mini-cutting knife. The Pistol Grip™ design

minimizes hand fatigue and is made of

aerospace-grade aluminum with a quarter-cut

Cherry inlay.

JKN95 - $101.95

Tri-Jack Pro

®

Visit

Flexcut.com

to find a dealer near you, and see our full line of carving tools.

Made in USA

™
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Julien Feller

Martelange, Belgium

It may take Julien Feller more than a thousand hours

to complete his projects—but the time is worth it.

Drawing inspiration from master carvers Grinling

Gibbons and David Esterly, as well as artists from the
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Brushless Revolution 50

50,000 rpm with
variable foot control

S $279 *
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