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Introduction



The sea demands our attention as readers and as global citizens. In the year of editing, this topic was thrown into the starkly political, and submissions had the tough task of measuring up to the grief of a marine theme that seemed more urgent than ever. It is hard to write a poem more significant than the sea’s own news, or to invent a metaphor more harrowing than climate change. This anthology marks a shipping forecast of all that we store. We requested work that bore witness to the ocean’s harvest and to its wreckage, and asked writers to record the sea that leaked into their lives.


As the submissions arrived, my vocabulary grew: I learned spinnaker, haar and halyard. I learned that dollywash is the Northumbrian word for sea glass and that fathom derives from the Old English word for the span of outstretched, embracing arms. It is no accident that this unit of measurement is chiefly used to gauge the depth of water, but colloquially gestures towards something that is impossible to measure, or even comprehend. We know only a fraction of the beasts that reside in deepwater, and the earth will have an entirely new ocean by 2100. In 2015, frozen waves rolled onto a Nantucket beach, a hundred whales were stranded on a stretch of New Zealand sand called Farewell Spit, and the ocean glowed with the electric blue of polluted algae blooms off the coast of East China.
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