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Boyd writes, “A generous life is an attractive apologetic.” This is, in many ways, the theme of this special book. We are most Christlike when we are giving sacrificially. The Power of Generosity paints a picture of what a good and faithful steward looks like, someone who goes well beyond stewarding financial resources. In a society and culture where most of us struggle with wanting more and more of what we already have enough of, generosity stands out and causes others to notice. People easily remember experiencing surprising acts of generosity, especially when the giver gives up something of value. The pages of this book help give a clear perspective of generous living. This encouragement draws us into the adventure of being generous with all we have and all we are.


David Wills, president emeritus of the National Christian Foundation


I truly believe that mature sons and daughters desire to be led into generosity. Boyd Bailey has done just that by tackling the topic in the way only he can, with stories, revelation, and winsomeness. Boyd is an expert and not only lives out the principles in this book but eagerly desires to bring others with him. This book is a gift to the body of Christ, celebrates the power behind generosity, and challenges those of us wanting to understand that power.


Rachel Faulkner Brown, director of Never Alone Widows and author of Widow’s Might and Father’s House


The Power of Generosity is unique among all the books I’ve read on the topic of generosity. It amplifies the truth that biblical generosity originates with love, is motivated by love, and is sustained by love and that the expression of love through generosity leads us into a life of adventure and freedom. The scriptural teachings in the book are solid truths on which to build generous lives, and the stories of generous individuals and families encourage us to step into this great adventure with our heavenly Father. The Power of Generosity exudes the heart of God!


Bill Williams, former president of Generous Giving, former CEO of the National Christian Foundation, and director of Biblical Generosity at Local Church Forsyth





Through storytelling, prayers, Scripture, quotes, poetry, and a discussion guide, Boyd has created a delightful book that will inspire and encourage us toward the healing power of generosity in a holistic way. This book is a joy to read on its own but can also be used with a study group. Practical tips are included alongside interviews with three icons known for aligning biblical principles to money: Howard Dayton, Ron Blue, and Terry Parker. You can read this book over and over since the truths are timeless and well told. It is a necessary read for any believer and a perfect gift for someone exploring what God says about generosity.


Angela Correll, author of Restored in Tuscany, and Jess Correll, founder of First Southern National Bank


Boyd combines a masterpiece of biblical teachings, fascinating stories, and useful illustrations describing generosity principles that help us live this adventure with Jesus. As these chapters unfold, we find ourselves responding, Yes, Lord, I want this kind of life with you. Soon our hearts will exclaim, Thank you, Lord, for showing me how it’s possible! This book, The Power of Generosity, is a wonderful resource for the spiritual journey of generosity, using reflective questions for personal and group discussion and prayer. You’ll buy the first copy for yourself and then many more copies to give away. Why? Because you love being generous.


R. Thomas Ashbrook, author of Mansions of the Heart, Contagious Fire, Presence, and Connected


Journey alongside Boyd Bailey in The Power of Generosity: Experiencing God’s Amazing Abundance as he unpacks the transformative impact of biblical generosity on our lives. Through personal stories, profound biblical wisdom, prayer, and practical ways to be generous with all God has given you—your time, talent, treasure, relational ties, and unique personal testimony—this book is a road map to discovering greater joy, clearer purpose, and deeper relationships with God and others. In each chapter, the Holy Spirit invites, guides, and empowers you to taste and see God’s abundant love, power, and transformation as you step out in faith and apply practical biblical principles of generosity to your life.


Teri Bledsoe, board member of Women Doing Well





With warmth and wisdom on every page, Boyd teaches us that we find the power of generosity first and foremost in receiving the love of God. He compellingly makes the case that generosity is about relationships, not money, and that fullness of life is experienced by those who give their lives away. If you want more joy, read this book.


Brian Grasso, cofounder and CEO of Simple Charity


May you be exceedingly and abundantly blessed as you watch God’s Word come alive through examples of people living radically generous lives. I have been both inspired and encouraged on my own generosity journey. Enjoy this treasure and share it with others!


Lacie Stevens, senior partner at Generous Giving


The Power of Generosity is a profound and practical guide for believers seeking to live out God’s call to a generous life. With a beautiful blend of Scripture, wisdom-filled stories, and deep discussion, this book not only inspires but also equips readers to align their hearts with God’s generosity. Whether you’re close to the beginning of your journey of generosity or looking to deepen your practice, this book is a resource that transforms both mind and soul.


Jeff Johns, CEO of Impact Foundation


For me, the essence and source of The Power of Generosity is best captured in the very first chapter, which is about the generous love of God. We cannot personally encounter God and not be generous. When reality hits and we accept that God knows and calls us each by name, that we are his, and that he loves us, life is forever transformed. This truth is foundational to this book and well laid out in the very beginning. I invite you to delve into these pages and experience the generous love of God as he leads you on your personal journey of generosity.


Lee Torrence, former managing director of IBM





True generosity isn’t a transaction; it’s a lifestyle. The Power of Generosity captures the essence of living openhandedly, showing how generosity reflects God’s heart and reshapes our priorities. This is more than a book. It’s a guide to experiencing the life-changing power of generosity.


Andy Stanley, founder and senior pastor of North Point Ministries
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Foreword





In a world where possessions often define our worth and status, Boyd Bailey’s exploration of generosity founded on biblical teachings is both timely and transformative. I have had the privilege of witnessing Boyd’s passion for this topic firsthand. Through our work at the National Christian Foundation (NCF), I’ve seen Boyd’s commitment to living out generosity in his own life. It has been inspiring to all who know him. His insights are not just theoretical; they are born out of a genuine desire to see transformation and positive change in our communities through the power of generosity.


Throughout my own journey of leading others, I have come to understand the profound effect of aligning our lives with God’s desires, particularly his perspective on wealth and generosity. Generosity is not merely about financial giving; it is about stewardship and the joyful responsibility of managing all that God has entrusted to us for his glory.


When I founded the NCF affiliate office in Seattle in 2007, serving as its first president and later as the president of NCF’s northwest region, I had the privilege of seeing the transformation that occurs when individuals embrace the biblical truth that everything we have belongs to God. The joy that comes from freely giving, knowing it is in obedience to God’s Word, is immeasurable. And as we experience the most historic transfer of wealth between generations, we see multiple generations becoming catalysts for change in their communities. Faith can influence and transform society, and it has been my life’s most meaningful and inspirational work to be a part of it.


My firm belief is that it all starts with God’s Word. Scripture reminds us that generosity is not just a good idea but a core aspect of the Christian faith. Generosity reflects God’s heart for his people and his desire for us to live abundantly and generously, mirroring his own character. In these pages, Boyd connects our hearts to Scripture and the theme of generosity.


What makes Boyd’s perspective particularly compelling is his ability to bridge the gap between biblical teachings and practical application. He doesn’t just outline principles; he illustrates them with stories and examples that resonate with our daily lives. He challenges us to examine our priorities and to live with open hearts and hands, reflecting the love of Christ in all that we do.


As you read The Power of Generosity, I pray you will be inspired to embark on your own journey of generosity and that you will discover the profound joy and fulfillment that come from aligning your life with God’s priorities. May you be empowered to live boldly, give generously of all that he has entrusted to you, and be inspired to embrace a life of radical generosity.
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Kendra VanderMeulen


CEO, National Christian Foundation


July 2024
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Preface


A Life of Generosity





My maternal grandmother, Elizabeth Anderson Goss, lived a generous life. She was not wealthy or poor. Her lifestyle reminds me of the prayer in Proverbs 30:7–9: “O God, I beg two favors from you before I die: First, help me never to tell a lie. Second, give me neither poverty nor riches! Give me just enough to satisfy my needs! For if I grow rich, I may become content without God. And if I am too poor, I may steal and thus insult God’s holy name” (TLB). I don’t remember a time when she wasn’t generous. A few years ago, I was honored to officiate her funeral. How do you describe in twenty minutes someone whose life spanned ninety-two years and who prayerfully and intentionally blessed others? In her honor, I would like to mention a few highlights of the person who modeled for me a journey of generosity by pointing people to Jesus and giving what she had to help others.


Elizabeth Anderson was the oldest of six children (four brothers and one sister). The Anderson family lived in the country until my grandmother was about ten years old, at which point they moved to town, where her dad bought the general store. In her words, she grew up a city girl. All the children showed an interest in business, including my grandmother, who, as an adult, worked as a financial manager for a thriving regional hardware supply company.


During my eulogy of her, I recalled her opening her home for friends and family with a table laden with Southern cuisine: homemade buttermilk biscuits, fried chicken, mashed potatoes with gravy, green beans, and pecan pie, plus as much sweet tea as you could guzzle. I felt a special bond with my grandmother; she knew me, understood me, and loved me generously despite my quirks. She was unhurried when we were together, always giving me her full attention. Generosity to my grandmother was not a have to but a get to—an overflow of her love for the Lord.




Her business acumen reminds me of the Proverbs 31 woman who took care of her family while working a time-consuming job. Her entrepreneurship included a rental home she owned in a small town fifty miles away, where her brother Thomas lived. When I was twelve years old, my immediate family suffered a second divorce. My mother, with three boys in tow, struggled to buy us food and clothing, though she worked two jobs and I hustled mowing yards and washing trucks. Grandmother offered for us to stay in her rental home at no cost. What a gift to have a roof over our heads without fear of eviction. I lived in this modest house through middle and high school. I walked to school and walked to town to run errands. Grandmother’s generosity gave us peace of mind and physical safety and security.


However, the best gift Grandmother gave our family was her generous prayers. Many times in our conversations, she would remind me to pray and trust the Lord. I did pray, but I prayed as someone seeking the Lord, not as someone who knew the Lord. Grandmother’s generous prayers for my soul’s salvation were answered in the spring of my freshman year of college. By God’s grace, I placed my total trust and faith in Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior.


Grandmother encouraged me to read and study the Bible so my faith would be grounded in God’s Word. She gave me my grandfather’s Bible with an inscription on the first page: “To my grandson Boyd a beloved son in whom the Lord is well pleased.” After college graduation, I attended seminary (theological graduate school). During this season, she ensured that my shoes looked nice. She liked buying me shoes. This was her logic: “Son, since you bring with you the good news of Jesus Christ, it’s important you wear good-looking shoes.”


Grandmother was generous to the very end of her life, when she gave me the gift of officiating her funeral and asked me to carry on her legacy of generous living. The spirit of this book is the spirit of a generous grandmother who lavishly loved me and those who were blessed to ever be in her presence.


I love you, Grandmother, and my shoes are looking good!
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Prologue


Experiencing the Faith Adventure of Generous Living





Following Jesus is an adventure in which we are sometimes confused but never bored. Ask the disciples. I promised my wife, Rita, right after I became a Christian and right before we were married, “If you marry me, you will never be bored.” Many years later, she reminds me that I underpromised and overdelivered.


Our faith adventure of following Jesus takes us into the unknown. And the unknown, while illumined by God’s glory, may be the hardest part of our journey of generosity. How will our needs be met? What is God’s part? What is my part? Gratefully and not surprisingly, the Lord has exceeded our needs and expectations throughout our journey into the glorious unknown. Following Jesus into the unknown is where he has made himself most known to us in a loving, intimate relationship. The faith adventure of generous living has become our rich opportunity to be known and loved by God more deeply.


As Jesus taught, freedom and fulfillment come only by giving our lives away: “If you cling to your life, you will lose it; but if you give up your life for me, you will find it” (Matthew 10:39 NLT). At this crossroads of giving our lives away for him, we have discovered the abundant life he has for us. A life that is truly life.


The heart of this book is for you to experience a deeper relationship with the Lord and others as you take the step of faith by following him in the great adventure of giving away your life.


One of the joys I have in serving as the Georgia president of the National Christian Foundation (NCF) is meeting families who, by God’s grace, are living out generous giving at home, at work, in their community, and at church. One of these special couples is Jonathan and Callie Rich. Two of our daughters, Bethany and Anna, have worked for the Riches and have seen up close their generous lives. Our NCF communications team creatively captured their story, so there is no better way to begin this book than to be inspired and instructed by a young couple who is experiencing their great adventure of following Jesus through the power of generous living. Meet the Riches:




Jonathan and Callie Rich have their hands full. With seven young children and a growing real estate business to run, you’d think that they wouldn’t have much time to think strategically about giving. But with their Giving Fund (also known as a donor-advised fund), they’re able to build strategic generosity through their business. In the process, J. Rich Atlanta and their clients are helping everyone from adoptive families to thirsty Ethiopian villagers and Syrian refugees to lead full lives, too.


While their days are vibrant and fulfilling today, daily life a decade ago was very different. At 25 years old, Jonathan found himself struggling with an undiagnosed autoimmune disorder, which hit him worst right when their first son was born. Jonathan says, “I was short of breath and could barely get out of bed. I was having hallucinations, blurry vision, and my knees were so swollen that I couldn’t even bend them.” He tried all types of conventional and alternative treatments with no results.


Finally, after five years of suffering, a friend led him to a new doctor and he finally found a treatment that put the disease in remission. Callie says, “That was by far the hardest journey that we’ve been on. We only got through it by putting one foot in front of the other, one day at a time.”


Perhaps it was this challenging ordeal that strengthened the Rich’s resolve to pursue a life of purpose. Jonathan says, “Real estate is our career at this season in our life, but really it’s just a vehicle for the purpose and impact that we are trying to create in our neighborhood, our community, and in our city.”


Jonathan and Callie live and work in Atlanta’s diverse, intown, Kirkwood neighborhood, where the office of J. Rich Atlanta is housed in a bungalow right next door. They believe investing in their community is integral to their faith. “The church is not an evangelical gathering that happens on Sunday morning,” Jonathan says. “The church is a community of believers who are gathering together, and then trying to encourage and develop the community around them. As Christians, community is where we live. The work that we do, in the place that we live, is really important. Where we choose to live matters.”


The Riches have seven children, four of whom are adopted. Callie, a former labor and delivery nurse, says, “After our first son was born, the Lord put adoption on our hearts. We adopted our first daughter, and it was such a humbling, beautiful journey that we knew it would become a larger thread in the fabric of our family’s story. We became large advocates of adoption, and it’s a cause we love to champion within our community.”


“I remember a huge turning point for us was when we realized that if we were really pro-life, we must also necessarily be pro-adoption. Not everyone is called to adopt. But if you come from the perspective that all life is valuable, then you need to be willing to participate in the nurturing and care for that life when it comes,” Jonathan adds. “The bottom line is we realized that we couldn’t sell enough houses, give away enough money, or build an organization that would have any greater impact than just being good parents.”


“Teaching our kids to love the Lord, love the church, and love each other is the primary work we are called to do,” says Callie.


While their passion for adoption led to a personal love for giving toward others’ adoptions, they decided to focus their business giving on four causes. “The causes that we want to anchor the story we are telling are: the thirsty, the fatherless, the homeless, and the underserved,” Callie says.


These goals inspired them to support underserved youth through educational programming with both the East Lake Foundation and Ron Clark Academy. Charity: Water is also a long-term partner, and J. Rich Atlanta has helped build three large water wells in Ethiopia that serve almost 600 people each. They also partnered with Preemptive Love Coalition to help rebuild some of the first homes in Aleppo, Syria, for returning refugees.


But they want to do more. “Our hope is to leverage our influence and impact with our clients and within the real estate community to connect others to the good work these organizations are doing,” Callie says. “It is about giving the money, but it’s also about helping others to engage with charitable organizations that are doing really good work. We say it’s an invitation into the stories of those making life brighter.”


The National Christian Foundation (NCF) enables them to do that. “We were first introduced to NCF through our financial planners, who recommended that we open a Giving Fund to simplify our personal giving,” explains Callie.


“When we looked at options for our business giving model, we realized that we didn’t want to start our own foundation. We really just wanted to give money to organizations that were already doing really good work. NCF was the best choice to help us do that with transparency, simplicity, and a good level of accountability. All of the partners that we wanted to recommend grants to were available to us through NCF. So, we opened an account at NCF, and called it the Brilliant Fund.”


As a company, J. Rich Atlanta gives 10 percent of their revenue to the Brilliant Fund. From there, they recommend grants quarterly to charitable partners they’ve identified. Then, they share those partners with their clients and try to connect them with the good work being done by those charities. Some of their clients have never given to a charity before.


The Brilliant Fund gives J. Rich Atlanta a way to help their clients experience the gift of generosity. Jonathan says, “It’s exciting to say, ‘because you purchased or sold a home with us, you got to participate in this bigger story.’ Our ultimate goal is that there would be a ripple effect, and in the next five years, our clients will get personally involved in the organizations that we support.”


Callie adds, “We work to identify a quantifiable result with the funds granted, so we can very specifically say to our clients, you were able to provide 200 reusable diapers to babies in Haiti, or you were able to provide clean water to 600 people through the creation of a well. We hope to inspire our clients and our community about the possibilities for making an impact.”


Last year, a couple bought a house with J. Rich Atlanta while the company was supporting Preemptive Love Coalition in Syria. Jonathan says, “Our clients knew about Preemptive Love, and they were blown away, because they would have never been able to give the amount of money that was given through Brilliant as part of the home-buying process. They were so happy that they got to participate in such a significant way.”


Over the next 10 years, J. Rich Atlanta has set a goal to give away at least $2 million. But Jonathan and Callie are quick to add that monetary goals and metrics are not the measure of their success. Callie sums it up this way: “We never set out to have an influential business or a large family. I think it’s come down to simple obedience—just putting one foot in front of the other and letting the Lord tell a story that is bigger than us.”1





The Riches model an imperfect family following their perfect heavenly Father in the great adventure of giving their lives away relationally, vocationally, spiritually, and financially.


Where the Power of Generous Living Originates


In my journey of generosity, I have been inspired by genuine examples in various forms, which allowed me to be me and not to try to compete by outgiving somebody else. God’s Word and the Holy Spirit have also instructed me about why I have the privilege to be generous: because of the radical generosity of my heavenly Father’s example and out of my heartfelt gratitude for the gift of his Son, Jesus Christ, and all his other abundant graces.


The power of generous living originates in the all-powerful One—God the Father, Son, and Spirit. In him is power to save, forgive, and energize to serve. Power to physically or emotionally heal or mend a relationship. Power to give wisdom to the humble and purpose to his beloved children. The Father, Son, and Spirit have enriched us in every way so we can be generous in every way. My prayer is for all of us to experience God’s powerful love by his working through our generous lives.


May I echo Paul’s words to the Ephesians: “Remembering you in my prayers, that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him…and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to the working of his great might that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places” (Ephesians 1:16–17, 19–20 ESV).


Grateful to my generous Savior, Jesus Christ,


Boyd Bailey


Roswell, GA





1 “This Family Uses Their Business and Their Giving Fund to Share Generosity with Others,” National Christian Foundation, January 13, 2021, https://www.ncfgiving.com.
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Introduction





With the goodness of God to desire our highest welfare, the wisdom of God to plan it, and the power of God to achieve it, what do we lack?2


A. W. Tozer


We want you to know about the grace that God has given the Macedonian churches.…They gave themselves first of all to the Lord.…See that you also excel in this grace of giving.


2 CORINTHIANS 8:1, 5, 7 NIV


God does not need your money, but he does want you. With generous love, Jesus Christ gave himself for you. As you receive God’s gift of grace, God calls you to generously give yourself to him to be loved and to love. You first give yourself to the Lord since he has given his all for you.


Generosity for followers of Jesus Christ begins with your heavenly Father’s gift of his Son. Once you receive Jesus as your Savior and Lord, you give your life as a living sacrifice of praise and worship to God. When the Lord has you, he has all of you: your relationships, your resources, and anything you would be tempted to say you own. You are a custodian, not an owner. You are in the honored role of caring for God’s blessings in your life in a manner that blesses other lives. The grace of giving compels you toward a lifetime journey of generous living.


The Grace of Giving: A Compelling Example


The church of Macedonia, referenced in 2 Corinthians 8, was poor in material means but rich in generosity. Out of great joy, they gave “beyond their means” (v. 3 ESV). Instead of restricting themselves to giving only a certain percentage, they were freed by grace for generous living. Paul illustrated to the more prosperous Corinthian church that generosity was a matter of first giving themselves. He attempted to motivate this abundantly resourced group of believers to cheerfully give to Christ’s work by sharing with them stories of Christians who gave aggressively out of their extreme poverty and severe trials. Joyful generosity can mean more to those who have less. It may mean more to the poor because they give sacrificially, not out of abundance. Generous living is not just a mere transaction but a mighty transformation, starting with the gift of your life to the Lord. A community of believers or individual Christians who experience the riches of God’s grace joyfully can excel in the grace of giving.


The spirit of the grace of giving is not that we have to give but that we get to give. It’s a privilege. So what is the grace of giving, and why do we need this grace of giving? The grace of giving is God’s gift to a humble heart to freely give, empowering us to model the way of Jesus. God gives grace to the humble who acknowledge their dependence on him. Because the Macedonian church had received God’s grace, they were empowered to willingly and freely give. Their generosity flowed from a life that grace had freed from the shackles of guilt and greed. Even today the followers of Jesus Christ in this eastern European region beautifully live a legacy of generosity.


Modern Macedonians


In my early thirties, I experienced a great adventure when I traveled to Macedonia (today officially North Macedonia) on three occasions to provide leadership training for university students. The generous hospitality of the local gathering of Jesus followers was warm and inviting. Conversations over Turkish coffee in the mornings and extended discussions over appetizing, unhurried dinners helped me immerse myself in the culture and better understand how to love and serve my Macedonian brothers and sisters in Christ. Their grace in giving to me and our team flowed out of resources inferior to most Americans but with resourcefulness and eternal impact. These Jesus lovers did more with less because of the grace of God overflowing through their generosity. Their grace of giving excelled for God’s glory.


Excel in the Grace of Giving


After affirming the modest Macedonian church as a model of inspiration for the believers in Corinth and instructing the Corinthians to follow their example of generosity, Paul affirmed the Corinthians for their faith, speech, knowledge, diligence, and love. But the Apostle said, in essence, that the one thing they lacked as full-fledged disciples of Jesus was to “excel in this grace of giving” (2 Corinthians 8:7 NIV). They were a good church, but to become a great church, Paul commanded them to create a compelling culture of generosity that would meet the needs of believers and extend the same love and hospitality to unbelievers. The Lord wants believers to celebrate generous giving.


A generous life is an attractive apologetic (which in theological terms means a defense of the authenticity of Christianity) that draws seeking hearts to a clearer understanding of God’s gospel.


Here are some ways we can excel in the grace of giving:


• Be Intentionally Prayerful: Intentionality in prayer plays a crucial role. As an authentic follower of Jesus, prayerfully consider your giving, seeking guidance from God to discern how you can contribute meaningfully. This intentional approach aligns with the Lord’s heart, which highlights the significance of a cheerful and purposeful heart in the act of giving.


• Be Freely Generous: Scripture emphasizes generosity, another essential aspect, throughout its pages. Proverbs 11:25 promises, “A generous person will prosper; whoever refreshes others will be refreshed” (NIV). Practically, this means cultivating a mindset of abundance rather than scarcity and recognizing that God blesses you to be a blessing to others. Generosity extends beyond monetary gifts and encompasses sharing time, expertise, relationships, and resources with those in need.


• Be Disciplined in Consistency: Consistency is also vital to excelling in the grace of giving. Regular, committed giving reflects a steadfast dedication to supporting others and God’s work. Malachi 3:10 encourages us to consistently bring our tithes, trusting in God’s promise to open the windows of heaven and pour out blessings. Discipline is essential to being a dependable disciple of your generous Jesus.


• Be Pervasive in Love: Loving with a heart of compassion and empathy is crucial to excelling in the grace of giving. Jesus Christ exemplified this through his compassionate acts, urging believers to show kindness and mercy. Engaging with the needs of others on a personal level fosters a deeper connection and understanding of the impact one’s generosity can have on individuals and communities.




The Goal of This Book


The goal of this book is freedom, not guilt; joy, not dread; love, not fear. The power of generous living rests in the power of God. So our part is to abide in Christ and trust him to grow our abundant life, an abundant life that experiences the true riches of being fully known and fully loved so that we are available for others to be fully known and fully loved. Financial prosperity may or may not come, but either way, the promise of generosity is that we will refresh others and, in the process, be refreshed.


Here is a helpful prayer for us as we join together in our adventure of generosity.


A Liturgy for Generosity


Praised are you, Lord our God, king of the universe.


You created all things; therefore, all things are yours.


Wealth and honor come from you alone, for you rule over everything.


Power and might are in your hands,


and at your discretion, people are made great and given strength.


Oh our God, we thank you and praise your glorious name!


We are yours, and we adore you as the one who is over all things.


Oh Lord, you created us and, by your grace, redeemed and sustained us.


By your generosity, you gave us your Son, Jesus.


For we know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich,


for our sake, he became poor


so that through his poverty, we might become rich.


May the love of Christ compel us to no longer live for ourselves


but for him who died for us and was raised again.


As new creations, help us to walk in your ways


and repent daily of the things that hinder us.


Lord, we confess that our hearts are prone to wander,


making idols of our wealth and possessions.


We confess that we sometimes find our significance, security, and satisfaction in our wealth and possessions.
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