

  [image: epub.jpg]




  

    Contents




    Imprint 2




    Introduction 3




    Chapter 1 6




    The Deity of Christ 6




    Chapter 2 12




    The Bread of Life 12




    Bread of Life 16




    Revelation of the Church 25




    Chapter 3 29




    The Light of the World 29




    The Forerunner of Christ 30




    The Rejection of Christ 30




    The Acceptance of Christ 31




    “I Am the Light of the World” 35




    Laws of Sexual Morality 36




    Chapter 4 45




    The Good Shepherd 45




    The Abundant Life 51




    Other sheep 53




    The sheep in the fold 54




    “I Am the Good Shepherd” 54




    Chapter 5 57




    The Door 57




    I AM The Door 59




    The Comfort of the Shepherd 62




    Chapter 6 73




    The Way 73




    The Way and The Truth 73




    Chapter 7 81




    The Truth 81




    Chapter 8 87




    The Life 87




    1 John What Was Heard, Seen, and Touched 89




    Christ Reveals the “Living Water” 91




    Chapter 9 94




    The Vine 94




    Disappointing Vineyard 98




    Jesus and the Pharisees 101




    Parable of the Landowner 102




    Chapter 10 109




    The Resurrection and Life 109




    Appendix 1 122




    Adam the son of God 123




    Jesus Son of God 124


  




  

    
Imprint




    All rights of distribution, also through movies, radio and television, photomechanical reproduction, sound carrier, electronic medium and reprinting in excerpts are reserved.




    © 2021 novum publishing




    ISBN print edition: 978-1-64268-147-5




    ISBN e-book: 978-1-64268-148-2




    Editor: Karen Simmering




    Coverdesign, Layout & Type: novum publishing




    www.novumpublishing.com


  




  

    Introduction




    There is no doubt according to the Holy Bible that Jesus Christ, the second person of the godhead, is God. Although within the Christian religion most denominations use the same Bible, there is a wide variety of opinions concerning this matter. Throughout the Old Testament, there are many evidences of His existence and participation at special times before His incarnation in Bethlehem.




    I shall be looking mostly at His declarations within the book of St. John, and I shall show that He is truly God from the Old Testament, beginning from Genesis, where He is the active one in the creation process.




    His thirty-three-year sojourn on earth was to rescue man from sin, to destroy sin and death, to vindicate the name of God, to establish an eternal kingdom on the earth and to restore man into full fellowship with his Creator.




    The death and resurrection of Jesus Christ have settled the issue of ownership on the earth. Those who accept the Lordship of Christ and are obedient to God’s law will have the gift of eternal life, which He offers to humanity. Eternal life is only offered to those who believe and claim His sacrifice on their behalf.




    Nowhere do the scriptures teach that eternal life exists for the disobedient and for sinners. It is God’s plan to remove every trace of sin from the earth and by extension the universe. It must be clearly understood that time is only relevant where sin exists. Therefore, when death and hell is cast into the lake of fire, which is prepared for the devil and his angels, that will be the end of sin and consequently the end of time.




    The plan of salvation involves cleansing from the power of sin, deliverance from the power of sin and destruction of the presence of sin. The seven statements that are mentioned in the book of St. John not only show His deity and equality with the Father. They also embody the message that He came to give from His Father and the plan to rescue man.




    Now let us take a brief look at this gospel of St John, and why it stands out from the other three gospels.




    It is the easiest of the gospels to understand. Matthew, Mark and Luke are called the synoptic gospels because they are alike. Many of the parables, miracles and other acts of Jesus will be found in those three gospels. The book of St. John is quite different. Very few of the miracles found in St. John are found in the other three, and none of the parables at all. St. John’s Gospel was written a long time after the first three and was written to refute Gnosticism. The doctrine of Gnosticism teaches that Christ did not come in the flesh and that he was only a phantom. The Apostle John testifies that he saw Him, walked with Him, and lived with Him.




    Lastly, it has a warm and more personal touch than any of the other three gospels. There are many conversations that He held with the disciples, just before His crucifixion that are recorded only in St. John.




    As you go through these seven statements that Jesus made, one thing will become very clear to you. When you go back to the book of Exodus, you will realize that this was the first time that this name I AM appears. When Moses saw that burning bush on Mount Horeb and went to see what it was, Moses asked God what he should tell the children of Israel who sent him, or what was his name. God’s reply was I AM THAT I AM.




    
“The God of your fathers has sent me to you, and they say to me, what is His name? what shall I say to them?”





    
14 And God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” And He said, “Thus you shall say to the children of Israel, I AM has sent me to you. “15 Moreover God said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the children of Israel: The Lord God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you. This is My name forever, and this is My memorial to all generations. Exodus 3:14–16. NKJV.





    Also, in St. John 8:58, Jesus told the Jews that before Abraham was I AM. They attempted to stone Him for this. They did not understand that the one who stood before them was the very one who created the world and everything that existed in it.




    They did not understand but we today know better.




    So, I invite you to let your imagination go back almost two thousand years ago when Jesus Christ walked up and down in the land of Palestine, from Galilee to Judea, and to many of the other places. Listen to Him as He declares the message that He received from His Father. I sincerely trust that you will be completely blessed.


  




  

    Chapter 1




    
The Deity of Christ




    This chapter on Christ’s deity is taken from an original writing of a tract that I wrote. It tells the major facts about Christ’s pre-existence.




    In the beginning, was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. All things were made by him, and without him was not anything made that was made. St. John 1:1–2 KJV




    This scripture is telling us about a time when there was nothing but the Father, Son and the Holy Spirit. Can you imagine such a time when nothing existed?




    In the latter prophets, Micah shares the same thought. He also revealed the place of his incarnation. “O thou Bethlehem Ephrata though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall come forth a ruler who is from everlasting.” Micah 5:2




    The Apostle Paul expresses the same thought in Colossians 1:15.




    In the book of Genesis, the first verse begins this way. “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.” Genesis 1:1 KJV




    It begins in the first chapter to describe the creation of planet Earth. It was the second person of the godhead who was the active agent in that process. In verse 26, we read the statement “Let us make man in our own image, after our own likeness.” Genesis 1:26 KJV




    It is clear from this statement that there was more than one person involved in the creation of the earth. Also, the Holy Spirit played a part as well, hovering over the earth and creating the water that gushed forth upon the earth. Genesis 1:2 KJV




    However, we shall concentrate in this study upon the Christ who came as a babe in the manger at Bethlehem.




    In the Garden of Eden, it was the second person of the Godhead who communed with Adam. We do not know how long this direct contact with Adam continued, but we do know that God the first person of the Godhead spoke directly with Adam. It was He who judged him and sentenced him to death. It was He who killed those animals and clothed their nakedness. It was He who extended grace to them, and it was He who promised them that four thousand years later He would come to rescue mankind from eternal death.




    He was the one who talked with Abraham and made a covenant with him. He revealed His plan to raise up a nation through whom the redeemer of the world eventually came.




    In the book of Exodus, there is the story of Israel’s deliverance from Egyptian bondage. The third chapter begins by showing how God spoke to Moses from the burning bush to go to Egypt, to execute that mission. As Moses’s curiosity drew him to the bush, he realized that he was in the presence of God. Here it was revealed to Moses another name of God, that the Hebrews revered. This name Christ claimed also, which the Jews thought was blasphemy.




    
14 And God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” And He said, “Thus you shall say to the children of Israel, I AM has sent me to you.”





    The passage of scripture above gives the story of how God called Moses. What I want to show is that I AM, the name that God gave to Moses, is the same name that Christ identified Himself with. This shows that He is truly God, even though the Jews did not believe it. He also told them in another discourse that He existed long before their father Abraham. He said to them, “Before Abraham was I AM.” St. John 8:58




    Again, He said that He and the Father are one. There are many who do not really understand this statement. The book of Genesis starts with describing the creation of the planet Earth. The Bible tells us that He did it in seven twenty-four-hour days. The Hebrew word Elohim is the word used in Genesis 1. It is a singular as well as a plural noun. In that creation narrative, it will be seen that all three persons of the Godhead participated. The twenty-sixth verse begins by saying, “Let us make man in our image and after our likeness.” There you see the plural part of the noun coming through very strongly. They are one in purpose and power and all other attributes. The Jews did not know about his pre-existence, and therefore could not accept his words. There are many today who do not believe it either. This does not negate the fact of its reality.




    One of the most well-known of the prophecies which tell of his preexistence is found in Isaiah nine. “Unto thee, a Son is given, unto thee, a child is born, and the government shall be upon his shoulder. And he shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, the mighty God, everlasting Father, Prince of peace.” Isaiah 9:6




    There are several instances where He appeared to man before his incarnation. I shall list at least four instances in the Old Testament where the Son of God appeared to man.




    First, He came to Abram along with two angels. Genesis 18:1–4




    
10 And He said, “I will certainly return to you according to the time of life and behold, Sarah your wife shall have a son.”





    
(Sarah was listening in the tent door which was behind him.) 11 Now Abraham and Sarah were old, well advanced in age; and Sarah had passed the age of childbearing. 12 Therefore Sarah laughed within herself, saying, “After I have grown old, shall I have pleasure, my lord being old also?”





    
13 And the Lord said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh, saying, Shall I surely bear a child, since I am old? 14 Is anything too hard for the Lord? At the appointed time I will return to you, according to the time of life, and Sarah shall have a son.” Genesis 18:13–14. NKJV





    The second one was when the Lord chastised Aaron and Miriam for criticizing Moses after he married the Ethiopian woman. Numbers 12:2–6




    Another time the Lord came to assure Joshua that he was with him before he attacked Jericho. Joshua 5:1–8




    The fourth time was when He was with the three Hebrew men in the furnace. Daniel 3:25




    
Six hundred years later he came to Bethlehem as a babe in a manger. Angels told the glad news to shepherds as they watched their sheep “Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 And behold, an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were greatly afraid. 10 Then the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people. 11 For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be the sign to you: You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.”





    
13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying:





    
14 “Glory to God in the highest,





    And on earth peace, goodwill toward men! Luke 2:8–14




    When we read this passage of scripture, I wonder what would make anybody think that shepherds would be out in winter in the hills. Anyhow, let us not bother about that. Let us concentrate on the matter at hand.




    The shepherds left their sheep to see this babe, who was the incarnate son of God. How glad they were to witness this great event. How gracious God was to reveal this wonderful event to those humble shepherds, instead of the hierarchy at Jerusalem.




    Gentile visitors also saw that star and came from the east to worship the newborn king of the Jews and the universe. When they arrived at Jerusalem and asked Herod, he knew nothing about it. Summoning the Sanhedrin, they told him where he should be born.




    
2 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we have seen His star in the East and have come to worship Him.”





    
3 When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born.





    They found Mary and Joseph staying at a humble cottage. They brought their gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. They worshipped in awe and reverence and left. We are told that those three visitors represented all humanity. They returned to their country by a different road. Herod never saw them again.




    When the paranoid king sent his troops to kill Jesus, he was already gone into Egypt.




    He came with a message of love from his father. He healed the sick, preached to the broken-hearted and raised the dead. Yet the Jews refused to believe him.




    Now he comes to you. He died the death of a criminal on a cruel Roman cross for all of us. Now he is in heaven interceding on our behalf. Now is your chance to be saved before it is too late. Behold I stand at the door and knock. If any man hears my voice and open the door, I will come in and sup with him, and he with me. Revelation 3:20 NKJV I am come that you may have life and that you may have it more abundantly.




    I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives His life for the sheep. St. John 10:14 NKJV


  




  

    Chapter 2




    The Bread of Life




    This study is based on St. John chapter 6.




    It was a bright sunny Sunday afternoon about three o’clock when the young lady who escorted me to the church, and to my Sunday School infants’ class, hung my little grey felt hat on a rack not far away, and then led me to a seat. I must have been about four years old. I was with about seven or eight other girls and boys all my age. The teacher was telling us about the story in St. John six when Jesus fed a multitude of about five thousand men with three barley loaves and two fishes. It was an interesting story indeed. How could anyone feed so many people with a little boy’s lunch? I thought.




    When she finished telling us the story, she asked us what the bread was made of that Jesus used. I shouted out, “Salt bread!” She looked at me with a smile on her face and replied, “No, it was not salt bread. It was made from barley.” I figured that the man who wrote that story made a mistake. Nobody made bread with barley.




    My father used to run a grocery business and he used to buy bread to sell. He bought all kinds of bread, but I never saw him buy bread that was made from barley. My mother used to boil the barley and give it to us to drink. When the seeds were left back in the saucepan, she used to add a little sugar and we ate the seeds. She never made bread with the seeds. As an infant, those were my thoughts. It was not until I grew older and learned geography that I understood that barley was one of the frequently used grains of those Mediterranean countries.




    A little boy’s lunch was all that was necessary to satisfy the hunger of a large multitude of men. However, there was much more to it than a morsel of bread and fish. Jesus wanted to show them something that went much further than the temporary bread. Somehow or other they never understood.




    Do you like bread? Do you eat a large amount of bread? How much bread have you eaten within the last week, or perhaps the last year? All of these are questions which come up in this chapter. Jesus knew exactly what he was talking about when He said that He was the living bread. All over the world people eat bread. It is a very popular kind of food. In the Mediterranean countries, especially in the days of Jesus, people made bread from barley flour. They used bread in two ways and for two purposes. One was for daily use, where they would put yeast in the flour, and the other was for ceremonial purposes, where there was no yeast.




    Today bread is used in many ways and is made from wheat. It is the quickest thing that people can think of when they are hungry or want something to eat. One can see how important it is within the diet of the world. Bread is always readily available. Millions of people eat bread in its various forms, and making bread is big business.




    For example, if you ever visit a hotel as a guest, you will notice that at every meal that they serve, bread is given. At breakfast, lunch and dinner. In Canada and those cold climates, they keep bread in their garages for several months. The cold climate keeps it fresh for a long time. So, you will see then that bread is a universal food, which can be served quickly when one is hungry.




    Going back to Galilee, the crowd was probably on its way to the annual Passover feast in Jerusalem. Jesus and his disciples were going there too.




    The Passover was an annual feast of the Jews which was celebrated on the first month Nisan, of the Jewish year. It was kept in memory of their great deliverance from Egyptian bondage about fourteen hundred years before the first advent. Jews from all parts of the Roman empire came to celebrate these annual feasts.




    This Passover lamb was kept for ten days so that it should be purified and without any blemish. It was roasted and eaten with bitter herbs. If the family was a small one, they could share with another family. None of the bones should be broken, and none of it was to be left over the next day.




    All these directions can be found in the book of Exodus 12, where the Passover was instituted for the first time. At that time, however, the blood of the lamb was to be placed on the doorposts and the lintel, so that the destroying angel would pass that house.




    Many of the people knew that Jesus was going there and followed Him. Jesus had just crossed the Sea of Galilee away from the towns of Galilee. He and the disciples went off the road up into the hills overlooking the Sea of Galilee to rest and spend some time together. They sought some time away from the crowd. However, the crowd soon found them. It was hard for thirteen men to hide for too long from the crowd who sought to hear His words of life and wisdom. Never man spoke like this man.




    Gradually a large crowd gathered to listen to words of love and truth that they never heard from the scribes and Pharisees. All-day through the rays of the midday sun. They stood and listened to Jesus. Those who came from Jerusalem and the other places had used up all their victuals, and those from nearby towns took none with them. Now as the shadows of the evening cast their long rays across the hills, they suddenly realized that they were not close to any villages, or anywhere where food could be bought. Far across the lake, the towns of Bethsaida and Chorazin could be seen in the distance, so going there was out of the question. Plus, six thousand men and probably women would cost them a lot of money to feed. The disciples had no answer.




    Neither the soft-spoken, reserved John nor the outspoken Peter could offer a solution. The wily Judas was somewhere with the bag tightly clutched, hoping that he did not have to go somewhere to buy bread for this multitude.




    Jesus finally turned to Philip and asked him, to hear what he would say, “Where can we buy bread to feed these people?” Philip’s reply was that not even two hundred denarii worth of bread would be enough to supply this great multitude. The other disciples urged Jesus to send the people away, but He did not do this.




    When a man has reached the end of his resources God always has an answer or a solution that we could never in our finite minds think of. Nothing catches God by surprise. Jesus knew a long time beforehand that this situation would arise and what the answer would be.




    As they wondered what the best thing was to do, suddenly Andrew brought to Jesus the lunch that a little boy had offered him. He pessimistically said, “There is a lad here with two small fishes and five barley loaves, but what are they among so many?”




    The Lord took the basket with the loaves and fishes and gave thanks. Then He began to break the fishes and loaves.




    He told the disciples to let the people sit down on the grass. For twelve disciples to feed six thousand people, it meant that each one would have to deal with five hundred each. Back and forth they went with baskets of fish and barley bread. They gave and gave until everyone was served, and all were satisfied. Still, there was more. The people knew that nothing was brought from anywhere, yet there was more than enough for them.




    The disciples saw and marveled at what they beheld. Jesus told the disciples to take up what remained, and twelve basketfuls were left.




    The people saw and came to one conclusion. Surely this must be the promised King of Israel.




    Just as He had seen a need at the wedding feast at Cana and filled an obvious need, now He saw that the multitude could not leave there without being fed. They would have fainted on their way to their homes. Among them, however, some sought to make Jesus a king. As aforementioned, no situation arises that Jesus does not know about. Quietly He conveyed himself away as the shadows of twilight lengthened across the hillside. While the disciples were gathering up the fragments, and some were clamoring for Jesus to be heralded the King of the Jews, He slipped away.




    Jesus was nowhere to be found.




    Finally, the disciples got into the boat in which they had come and made their way across the lake back to Capernaum. The wind was high and the waters rough and choppy. They had been about four miles across when they saw Jesus walking on the water coming towards them. They were afraid at first because it was unheard of to see someone walking on the water. They thought that they were seeing an apparition.




    Jesus assured them that it was Him and joined them in the boat. As soon as Jesus got into the boat it reached the shore. When Jesus is in the boat we can smile at the storm.




    Instead of calming or stopping the storm, He took them out of the storm by instantly taking the boat to safety.




    The multitude saw the disciples leave in the boat, but they did not see Jesus. They knew that the disciples had gone where their Master was. Finding boats which had come ashore there, they too went across the lake in search of Jesus.




    
Bread of Life




    Once again, the multitude found Jesus on the other side of the Sea of Galilee. They asked Him when He had gotten there. His reply to them was, “You have not come because of the signs that I did, but because of the loaves and fishes. Labour not for the bread which perishes but for that which gives everlasting life.” The bread and fish were only to temporarily satisfy their hunger, but there is something far more important than just bread and fish.




    
33 For the bread of God is He who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.”





    
34 Then they said to Him, “Lord, give us this bread always.”





    
35 And Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. He who comes to Me shall never hunger, and he who believes in Me shall never thirst. 36 But I said to you that you have seen Me and yet do not believe. 37 All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will by no means cast out. 38 For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me. 39 This is the will of the Father who sent Me, that of all He has given Me I should lose nothing but should raise it up at the last day. 40 And this is the will of Him who sent Me, that everyone who sees the Son and believes in Him may have everlasting life; and I will raise him up. St. John 6:34–40 NKJV





    The Jews had just witnessed and experienced a miracle. Notice that whenever Jesus did a miracle of the kind described above, or for any other reason it was always done out of necessity, to meet or satisfy a human need. He never did miracles as a show of power or for entertainment. On that particular occasion, he met the needs of a hungry multitude who could not solve their problem. The disciples and the multitude saw an act of creation before their very eyes. They were amazed and deeply impressed by what they saw, and were prepared to follow him, but for the wrong reasons.




    Let us go through the four verses step by step.




    First, in this chapter, we are concentrating on the spiritual application of Christ as the Bread of Life. Jesus recognized bread as a universal food which millions of people all over the world use as an immediate source of nourishment. He, therefore, uses bread as a symbol of himself, to immediately meet the spiritual need of the soul. In the same way that you think of bread as an immediate solution to your physical need, so he presents himself as the answer to your spiritual need. He told them that they shall never hunger. He was speaking from a spiritual standpoint. It does not mean that you will not become literally hungry or thirsty again. The statement was not understood by the Jews simply because their minds were operating on a physical level only. He could not mean by any strength of the imagination that he was thinking of cannibalism. They failed to grasp his meaning because they did not see him as the Messiah. But rather as one who had the power to relieve them of their Roman yoke.




    When he presented himself to them as the Bread of Life, they immediately thought of Moses and the manna that their forefathers had during their forty-year sojourn in the wilderness fourteen hundred years ago. That showed clearly that they were only thinking on a physical basis and could not go beyond that. The manna that their forefathers ate in the wilderness was also an act of creation. However, it was only to meet a physical need. It was not meant to satisfy any spiritual hunger.




    The words that he spoke to them for the entire day must have been so spiritually uplifting that they were prepared to stand there and listen to him all day. They heard things that they never heard from the scribes and Pharisees. Yet for some strange reason, all that they could remember were the loaves and fishes. His words fell on cold, unreceptive hearts. Many of them could not understand and stopped following him.




    Many of us who go to church on a weekly basis can find ourselves in a similar situation. It is good to be involved in church activities, programmes and plans. We must ensure that amidst all this activity, that the most important thing above all is that we are children of our heavenly Father and are doing His will. He said that not those that say Lord, Lord and doeth not His will, will not enter the kingdom of heaven. Those who do His will are those who will be saved. The spiritual bread and water must be within. Remember what He told Nicodemus in St. John three. Unless you are born of water and the Spirit, you can in no wise enter the Kingdom of heaven.
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