
 
 
 
 
 



    

    




    [image: The cover of the recommended book]


The Devil's Pool



Sand, George

4057664644534

535

Buy now and read (Advertising)

In "The Devil's Pool," George Sand masterfully weaves a narrative that blends elements of romanticism with a profound reflection on rural life and the universal struggles of the human condition. Set in the picturesque countryside of France, Sand's lyrical prose immerses readers in the lives of peasants, encapsulating their joys, hardships, and the complex interplay of love and fate. This novella, characterized by its vivid imagery and rich emotional landscapes, stands as a significant contribution to the 19th-century literary tradition, resonating with the themes of nature and existential inquiry that marked the period. George Sand, born Amandine Aurore Lucile Dupin, was a pivotal figure in the Romantic movement, renowned for her unconventional lifestyle and bold literary voice. Her experiences as a woman in a male-dominated society, along with her affinity for the rural world, deeply influenced her writing. Having grown up in the French countryside and witnessed the struggles of the peasant class, Sand's affinity for her characters echoes throughout "The Devil's Pool," enriching the narrative with authenticity and empathy. This novella is a must-read for anyone interested in the intersection of nature, love, and societal critique. Sand's ability to capture the essence of human emotion in a bucolic setting offers a timeless exploration of life'Äôs complexities, making it an essential addition to the libraries of both scholars and lovers of classic literature.
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In 'The Baronet's Bride; Or, A Woman's Vengeance,' May Agnes Fleming intricately weaves a tale of passion, betrayal, and retribution set against the backdrop of 19th-century British society. The novel unfolds in a richly descriptive prose that captures the intense emotional landscapes of its characters, inviting readers to delve into themes of love gone awry and the quest for justice. Fleming's narrative style evokes the melodramatic flair of contemporary Gothic literature while simultaneously addressing the social constraints imposed on women of her time, thus situating her work within the larger context of feminist literary discourse. May Agnes Fleming was a pioneer in the realm of sensational fiction, gaining notoriety for her ability to craft compelling, suspenseful narratives that resonate with the struggles of women. Born in 1850 in Canada, she was influenced by her surroundings and the limitations faced by women, which permeate her literary works. Her understanding of societal norms and personal experiences as a woman writer in a male-dominated field undoubtedly informed the creation of 'The Baronet's Bride,' allowing her to deftly explore complex female characters and their motivations. Recommended for readers who appreciate historical fiction with a dramatic twist, 'The Baronet's Bride' offers a captivating exploration of vengeance and empowerment. Fleming's mastery of suspense and her portrayal of resilient female protagonists make this novel a must-read for anyone interested in the intersection of gender, morality, and societal expectations in literature.
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In "Peter Ibbetson," George Du Maurier crafts a deeply imaginative narrative that intertwines themes of love, memory, and the dream world. Written in the late Victorian era, Du Maurier employs a rich, lyrical style, characterized by detailed imagery and emotional introspection. The novel explores the life of the titular character, who discovers his ability to dream vividly and reconnect with a childhood love, showcasing the era's fascination with psychology and the subconscious. The prose reflects the period'Äôs artistic movements, echoing both Romantic ideals and burgeoning psychological theories, inviting readers into a dreamscape that blurs the lines between reality and fantasy. George Du Maurier, a prominent illustrator and author, was born into an artistic family, which profoundly influenced his narrative voice and visual style. His experience within the bohemian circles of London, along with his own musings on love and loss, gave rise to the emotional depth in "Peter Ibbetson." This novel can be seen as a reflection of Du Maurier's own poignant reflections on memory and longing, mirroring the complexities of human experiences in a rapidly changing society. "Peter Ibbetson" is a captivating exploration of the transcendent power of dreams and love, making it a must-read for anyone fascinated by the interplay of reality and imagination. Du Maurier's skillful weaving of narrative and exquisite prose will resonate with readers who appreciate the nuances of human emotion and the mysteries of the subconscious. This book remains a timeless exploration of the profound connections that shape our lives.
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In "A Woodland Queen" ('Reine des Bois'), Andr√© Theuriet weaves a rich tapestry of narrative set against the backdrop of the French countryside. This novel is marked by its lyrical prose and vivid imagery, encapsulating the beauty and mystique of nature while delving into themes of love, social class, and the conflict between rural and urban identities. Theuriet's masterful use of natural description acts not only as a setting but also as a character in its own right, reflecting the inner workings of his protagonists' souls. As part of the literary tradition of naturalism, the novel showcases the intricacies of human relationships in a world where the natural environment plays a vital role in shaping individual destinies. Andr√© Theuriet, a notable figure in the French literary scene of the late 19th century, often drew inspiration from his own life experiences and the landscapes of his youth. His deep appreciation for the rural life, alongside his nuanced understanding of the complexities of human emotions, informs the characters and plot of "A Woodland Queen." Theuriet's writing reflects the tensions of his time, especially the shift from agrarian society to industrialization, revealing his concern for the preservation of natural beauty and traditional values amidst change. Readers seeking an immersive exploration of love intertwined with nature will find "A Woodland Queen" both captivating and poignant. Theuriet's eloquent prose invites contemplation on the delicate balance between humanity and nature, making this novel a timeless recommendation for enthusiasts of French literature and anyone yearning for a profound emotional journey.
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In "Paul and Virginia," Bernardin de Saint-Pierre presents a poignant tale of love and nature, set against the idyllic backdrop of the √éle de France. The novel captivates readers through its lyrical prose and vivid imagery, exploring themes of innocence, virtue, and the contrast between rural simplicity and urban sophistication. This work is situated within the Romantic literary tradition, emphasizing emotional depth and a profound connection to nature, reflective of the emerging ideals of the late 18th century that sought solace in the pastoral against the burgeoning industrial landscape of Europe. Bernardin de Saint-Pierre, a member of the French Enlightenment, draws on his own experiences and philosophical beliefs in crafting this narrative. His deep appreciation for nature, combined with his reflections on human relationships and moral dilemmas, stems from a life spent in both pastoral and urban settings. Such duality informs his characters, particularly the idealized figures of Paul and Virginia, who embody purity and the quest for an untainted existence amidst societal pressures. "Paul and Virginia" is a must-read for those interested in the interplay of natural beauty and human emotion. This timeless novella not only enchants with its lyrical narrative but also prompts profound reflection on the values of simplicity and the essence of true love, making it a relevant exploration for contemporary readers.
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The following translation of "Paul and Virginia," was written at Paris, amidst the horrors of Robespierre's tyranny. During that gloomy epocha it was difficult to find occupations which might cheat the days of calamity of their weary length. Society had vanished; and amidst the minute vexations of Jacobinical despotism, which, while it murdered in mass, persecuted in detail, the resources of writing, and even reading, were encompassed with danger. The researches of domiciliary visits had already compelled me to commit to the flames a manuscript volume, where I had traced the political scenes of which I had been a witness, with the colouring of their first impressions on my mind, with those fresh tints that fade from recollection; and since my pen, accustomed to follow the impulse of my feelings, could only have drawn, at that fatal period, those images of desolation and despair which haunted my imagination, and dwelt upon my heart, writing was forbidden employment. Even reading had its perils; for books had sometimes aristocratical insignia, and sometimes counter revolutionary allusions; and when the administrators of police happened to think the writer a conspirator, they punished the reader as his accomplice.

In this situation I gave myself the task of employing a few hours every day in translating the charming little novel of Bernardin St. Pierre, entitled "Paul and Virginia;" and I found the most soothing relief in wandering from my own gloomy reflections to those enchanting scenes of the Mauritius, which he has so admirably described. I also composed a few Sonnets adapted to the peculiar productions of that part of the globe, which are interspersed in the work. Some, indeed, are lost, as well as a part of the translation, which I have since supplied, having been sent to the Municipality of Paris, in order to be examined as English papers; where they still remain, mingled with revolutionary placards, motions, and harangues; and are not likely to be restored to my possession.

With respect to the translation, I can only hope to deserve the humble merit of not having deformed the beauty of the original. I have, indeed, taken one liberty with my author, which it is fit I should acknowledge, that of omitting several pages of general observations, which, however excellent in themselves, would be passed over with impatience by the English reader, when they interrupt the pathetic narrative. In this respect, the two nations seem to change characters; and while the serious and reflecting Englishman requires, in novel writing, as well as on the theatre, a rapid succession of incidents, much bustle and stage effect, without suffering the author to appear himself, and stop the progress of the story; the gay and restless Frenchman listens attentively to long philosophical reflections, while the catastrophe of the drama hangs in suspense.

My last poetical productions (the Sonnets which are interspersed in this work) may perhaps be found even more imperfect than my earlier compositions; since, after a long exile from England, I can scarcely flatter myself that my ear is become more attuned to the harmony of a language, with the sounds of which it is seldom gladdened; or that my poetical taste is improved by living in a country where arts have given place to arms. But the public will, perhaps, receive with indulgence a work written under such peculiar circumstances; not composed in the calm of literary leisure, or in pursuit of literary fame, but amidst the turbulence of the most cruel sensations, and in order to escape awhile from overwhelming misery.

H.M.W.














PAUL AND VIRGINIA.


Table of Contents






On the eastern coast of the mountain which rises above Port Louis in the Mauritius, upon a piece of land bearing the marks of former cultivation, are seen the ruins of two small cottages. Those ruins are situated near the centre of a valley, formed by immense rocks, and which opens only towards the north. On the left rises the mountain, called the Height of Discovery, from whence the eye marks the distant sail when it first touches the verge of the horizon, and whence the signal is given when a vessel approaches the island. At the foot of this mountain stands the town of Port Louis. On the right is formed the road, which stretches from Port Louis to the Shaddock Grove, where the church, bearing that name, lifts its head, surrounded by its avenues of bamboo, in the midst of a spacious plain; and the prospect terminates in a forest extending to the furthest bounds of the island. The front view presents the bay, denominated the Bay of the Tomb: a little on the right is seen the Cape of Misfortune; and beyond rolls the expanded ocean, on the surface of which appear a few uninhabited islands, and, among others, the Point of Endeavour, which resembles a bastion built upon the flood.

At the entrance of the valley which presents those various objects, the echoes of the mountain incessantly repeat the hollow murmurs of the winds that shake the neighbouring forests, and the tumultuous dashing of the waves which break at a distance upon the cliffs. But near the ruined cottages all is calm and still, and the only objects which there meet the eye are rude steep rocks, that rise like a surrounding rampart. Large clumps of trees grow at their base, on their rifted sides, and even on their majestic tops, where the clouds seem to repose. The showers, which their bold points attract, often paint the vivid colours of the rainbow on their green and brown declivities, and swell the sources of the little river which flows at their feet, called the river of Fan-Palms.

Within this enclosure reigns the most profound silence. The waters, the air, all the elements are at peace. Scarcely does the echo repeat the whispers of the palm-trees spreading their broad leaves, the long points of which are gently balanced by the winds. A soft light illuminates the bottom of this deep valley, on which the sun only shines at noon. But even at break of day the rays of light are thrown on the surrounding rocks; and the sharp peaks, rising above the shadows of the mountain, appear like tints of gold and purple gleaming upon the azure sky.

To this scene I loved to resort, where I might enjoy at once the richness of the extensive landscape, and the charm of uninterrupted solitude. One day, when I was seated at the foot of the cottages, and contemplating their ruins, a man, advanced in years, passed near the spot. He was dressed in the ancient garb of the island, his feet were bare, and he leaned upon a staff of ebony: his hair was white, and the expression of his countenance was dignified and interesting. I bowed to him with respect; he returned the salutation: and, after looking at me with some earnestness, came and placed himself upon the hillock where I was seated. Encouraged by this mark of confidence, I thus addressed him:—

"Father, can you tell me to whom those cottages once belonged?" "My son," replied the old man, "those heaps of rubbish, and that unfilled land, were, twenty years ago, the property of two families, who then found happiness in this solitude. Their history is affecting; but what European, pursuing his way to the Indies, will pause one moment to interest himself in the fate of a few obscure individuals? What European can picture happiness to his imagination amidst poverty and neglect? The curiosity of mankind is only attracted by the history of the great; and yet from that knowledge little use can be derived." "Father," I rejoined, "from your manners and your observations, I perceive that you have acquired much experience of human life. If you have leisure, relate to me, I beseech you, the history of the ancient inhabitants of this desert; and be assured, that even the men who are most perverted by the prejudices of the world, find a soothing pleasure in contemplating that happiness which belongs to simplicity and virtue." The old man, after a short silence, during which he leaned his face upon his hands, as if he were trying to recal the images of the past, thus began his narration:—
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