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HELP for the population suffering from bad harvests may have two objects: support of the peasant proprietors and prevention of people running the 
risk of illness, and even death, from want and from the 
bad quality of food. 


Are these objects attained by the aid now extended in 
the form of twenty or thirty pounds of flour a month to 
each consumer, reckoning or not reckoning laborers? I 
think not. And I think not from the following considerations: 


All the peasant families of all agricultural Russia 
may be distributed under three types. First, the 
wealthy farm with eight or ten souls, on the average 
twelve souls to a family, with from three to five hired 
men, on the average four, from three to five horses, on 
.the average four, and from three to nine desyatins of 
land, on the average six. That is a rich farmer. Such 
a muzhik not only feeds his family with his grain, but 
frequently hires one or two laborers, buys up land of 
those worse off than himself, and sells them grain and 
seed. All this, maybe, is done on conditions not favorable for the poor, but the result is that in the country, 
where there are ten per cent of these rich men, the land 
is not idle, and in case of necessity the poor man may 
have the means of obtaining grain, seed, even money. 


The second type is that of the average muzhik, with 
great difficulty making the ends of the year meet by 
means of his two parcels of land, and one or two " hands," and one or two horses. This dvor is almost 
wholly supported by its own grain. What it lacks is 
obtained by a member of the family living out. 


And the third type is the poor fellow with a family of 
from three to five " souls," with one laboring man, and 
frequently with no horse. This kind never has grain 
enough; every year he is obliged to invent some means 
of getting himself out of his tight place, and he is 
always within a hair's breadth of being a pauper, and at 
the slightest misfortune he will beg. 


The aid given in the form of flour to the inhabitants 
of the famine-stricken places is distributed by means of 
lists of peasant families according to their means. By 
means of these lists calculations are made as to how 
much help is to be afforded to any particular family. 
And this help is given only to the very poorest, that 
is to say, to the families of the third type. 


A "dvor" of the first type, belonging to the rich or well-to-do peasant who still has several chetverts[1] of oats, who has two horses, a cow, sheep, receives no help. But investigation into the condition, not only of the average, but of the rich muzhik, makes one see that if the peasant agricultural class is to be sustained, these are the very farmers that need help most. 


Let us suppose that a rich peasant has still a little rye 
left, he has twenty or more chetverts of oats, he has 
five horses and two cows and eighteen sheep, and because he has all this he receives no help. But reckon 
up his income and his expenses, and you will see that 
he is in just as much need as the poor man. In order 
to support the rotation which he has undertaken with 
his hired land, he must sow about ten chetverts. What 
grain remains, at forty, fifty, even sixty rubles, is nothing 
in comparison with what he needs for his family of twelve 
souls. For twelve souls he needs fifteen puds at one 
ruble fifty kopeks twenty-two rubles fifty kopeks a 
month two hundred and twenty-five rubles for ten 
months. Moreover, he needs forty, fifty, or seventy rubles to satisfy the rent on his hired land; he has to 
pay his taxes. The members of his family living out 
this year either receive less than before, by grain being 
high, or are entirely paid off. He needs three hundred 
and fifty rubles, but he receives even less than two hundred, and therefore one thing is left for him to do, to 
give up his hired land, to sell his seed oats, to sell a 
part of his horses, for which there is no price, in 
other words, to descend to the level of the average 
muzhik, and even lower, because the average muzhik 
has a smaller family. 


But no help, or very little, is given to the average 
muzhik if he has any oats left or a horse or two. So 
that he is obliged to sell his land to the exceptionally 
rich, to eat his seed oats, and then also his horse. So 
that by the distribution of help as it obtains now, the 
rich must infallibly descend to the level of the average 
and the average to the level of the poor. And by the 
conditions obtaining this year, almost all, except the 
unusually rich, are obliged to descend in this way. 
The distribution of flour, not attaining its object of supporting the peasant husbandry, does not attain its second 
object either that of safeguarding the people from 
famine diseases. The distribution of flour by "souls" 
does not secure this for the following reasons: 
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