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Several of the rhymed stories in this book are true stories, and children may enjoy them the more for knowing that Barney, a real donkey, did run away and play pranks as the rhymes say; that Midget did ride horseback; that the deer did toss the hay to the hungry pony; and that Queen Victoria did restore the birds' nesting-place in the old round tower at Windsor. Pony Rollo, too, is a real character, clever and lovable, although some liberties have been taken in the portrayal of him and his doings. Barney Gray is still living, petted by his now grown-up owners and enjoyed by all children who visit the farm to which the donkey came about twenty years ago, and a drive with Barney is quite as likely now as in former days to have unexpected features.

The pictures of Barney and some of the other pets have been drawn by Mr. Bridgman from photographs taken expressly for this book.

In the belief that such rhymes as are herein offered gratify and increase in children both the love of animals and the sense of humor, this new volume is sent forth not only to give pleasure, but to contribute what it may to the fostering of these desirable traits.

Kindergartners will find here, as in Through the Farmyard Gate, suitable material for kindergarten use; for example, the cumulative rhyme, The Pigeons, and the tracing-back rhyme, Who Gives us Our Thanksgiving Dinner?

For courteous permission to use such of these rhymes as have already appeared in print, acknowledgments are made to publishers and periodicals as follows: The Century Company, New York (St. Nicholas); S. E. Cassino, Salem, Massachusetts (Little Folks); and Milton Bradley Co., Springfield, Massachusetts (Kindergarten Review).


EMILIE POULSSON.

Boston, Mass., 1905.
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A sturdy little donkey,
 All dressed in sober gray,
 Once took it in his long-eared head
 That he would run away.




So, when a little open
 He saw the stable door,
 He ran as if he never would
 Come back there any more.





[image: The runaway donkey]



Away that donkey galloped
 And ran and ran and ran
 And ran and ran and ran and ran
 And RAN and RAN and RAN!





[image: And RAN and RAN and RAN]



Behind him ran the children,
 The groom and coachman, too;





[image: Behind him ran the children]



The farmer and the farmer's man,
 To see what they could do.





[image: The farmer and the farmer's man]
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[image: Come here, you foolish beast!]



Some carried whips to whip him;
 Some, oats to coax him near;
 Some called, "Come here, you foolish beast!"
 And some, "Come, Barney, dear."




But not a whit cared Barney
 For cross or coaxing word;
 And clatter, clatter, clatter still,
 His little hoofs were heard.




And all across the meadow,
 And up and o'er the hill,
 And through the woods and down the dale
 He galloped with a will.
 


And into every hay field
 And through the swamp and mire
 Still Barney ran and ran and ran
 As if he'd never tire!





[image: Did Barney stand]
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[image: Down dropped the iron latch]



His chasers all stopped running;
 Then meek as any lamb
 Did Barney stand, as if to say,
 "Come catch me! Here I am."







But when one of them started,
 Then Barney started too;
 As if the chase had just begun,
 Away he swiftly flew.




But there's an end to all things,
 And so, the stupid elf,
 When no one else could capture him
 This donkey caught himself.




For, running in the barnyard,
 He did not calculate
 What consequences would befall,
 And hit the swinging gate.







It quickly swung together;
 Down dropped the iron latch.
 Oh, Barney Gray, to think that you
 The runaway should catch!
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