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Alexander-Arnold


Liverpool born lad who won the Champions League when he was only 20. A superb attacking right back whose ability to fizz in crosses with perfect pace and trajectory makes him an essential part of the Reds attacking machine, as illustrated when providing a hat-trick of assists in a February 2019 win over Watford. This was during a season in which his 12 assists were a record for a defender.


That ability on the ball is also shown with his prowess at free kicks, his first goal coming from a dead ball on his European debut in a Champions League fixture with Hoffenheim.


Having been part of Liverpool’s Academy since 2004 Trent had been well tutored so that by the time he achieved his first team debut as an 18-year old there had been 12 years of investment in his future by Liverpool’s staff.


Young Player of the Year two years running from 2017, in 2018 he became Liverpool’s youngest Champions League finalist. While that occasion ended in disappointment there was to be delight 12 months later when triumph in Madrid came as Trent became the youngest man to start consecutive Champions League finals.


Attacking full backs need to be part of a system that protects them when they can get caught up-field but Alexander-Arnold’s defensive calibre was amply illustrated when awarded the Man of the Match award in an April 2018 Champions League victory over Manchester City where Liverpool’s clean sheet was in no small part due to Trent’s taming of City winger Leroy Sane.


Capped by England when still a teenager, he played at the 2018 World Cup and seems set to have a long career for club and country.




[image: illustration]


Alexander-Arnold (third from left)lining up for Liverpool in the Champions League match against Spartak Moscow in 2017.





Aldridge


John Aldridge may only have been at Anfield for a short time, but after scoring 63 goals in just 104 games, he is considered one of the best goal-scorers to wear the red jersey.


Aldridge, or ‘Aldo’ as he is affectionately known, was signed by Liverpool in January 1987 for £750 000 in order to fill the boots of the soon to be departed Ian Rush.


He grew up supporting the Reds and certainly became a crowd favourite during the two and a half years he spent at the club. The born and bred Scouser began his career at amateur side South Liverpool before signing for Newport County, where his impressive goal scoring record attracted the attention of Oxford United, for whom he signed in March 1984.


The arrival of Aldridge coincided with a period of success for United as they enjoyed promotion from the Third Division to the First in the space of three years - and their top scorer certainly caught the eye of Kenny Dalglish. The new boy got his Liverpool career off to a dream start by scoring the only goal of the game on his full debut against Southampton in February 1987.
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Aldridge celebrates scoring against Nottingham Forest, 1989





It was the following season that the Republic of Ireland international truly left his mark as he scored nine goals in the first nine games of the season. He was an integral part of Liverpool’s 1987-88 Championship winning side -scoring 26 league goals as the team went 29 games without defeat.
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Aldridge taking his penalty kick in the 1988 FA Cup Final





The season ended on a sour note for the striker, though, as Liverpool lost out on claiming a league and cup double. Aldo became the first player to miss a penalty in a FA Cup final at Wembley as the Reds were beaten by giant-killing Wimbledon.


Thankfully, Aldridge returned to Wembley for the Merseyside FA Cup final the following season and extinguished any bad memories by opening the scoring in a 3-2 win.


At the beginning of the 1989-90 season Real Sociedad made a £1.1 million offer for Liverpool’s No.8 and he departed for Spain in September 1989 - but not before scoring a penalty in a 9-0 win against Crystal Palace in his last game for the club.


His goal-scoring exploits continued in Spain and he became a fans’ favourite at the Basque side. After two years Aldridge returned to Merseyside when he signed for Tranmere Rovers and equalled the club’s goal scoring record in his first season - netting 40 goals in total.


He became player-manager at Prenton Park and hung up his boots in 1998 with 474 goals in 882 games, overtaking Jimmy Greaves as British football’s record goal scorer. He was honoured with a benefit match against the Liverpool side of 1987-88.


His Tranmere side got to the Worthington Cup final in 2000 but lost out narrowly to Leicester City. The following season, with Tranmere struggling in the bottom half of Division One, Aldridge resigned as manager. He now works in the media and is a regular pundit on LFC TV.


Alisson


Needing a new goalkeeper after Loris Karius’ performance in the 2018 Champions League final, Jurgen Klopp took characteristically decisive action. A world record fee for a keeper of a reported £66.8m was spent on acquiring Brazilian international Alisson Becker from Roma. The signing quickly proved astute as he won the Premier League’s Golden Gloves award with 21 clean sheets, having played every minute of the 38 game domestic league season.


Playing for Liverpool you have to be an attacking threat no matter your position and in Alisson the Reds acquired a player who is so often the base of the attack, his positive and penetrating distribution starting many a move.


Born in Novo, Hamburgo, in Brazil on 2 October 1992 Alisson began in his home country with Internacional before joining Roma in the summer of 2016. Initially back up to ex-Arsenal keeper Wojciech Szczesny he debuted in the Champions League against Porto and went on to help the Giallorossi to the semi-finals in his second season when he impressed against Liverpool.
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Alisson with Brazil at the 2018 FIFA World Cup





All-time Attendance Records


For comparison’s sake, the capacity of today’s all-seater Anfield is 54,074; figures in excess of this were of course established when both ends of the ground were standing terraces.


HIGHEST LEAGUE ATTENDANCE: 58,757 v Chelsea (1949)


HIGHEST FA CUP ATTENDANCE: 61,905 v Wolves (1952) fifth round


HIGHEST LEAGUE CUP ATTENDANCE: 53,051 v Tottenham Hotspur (2016) Fourth Round


HIGHEST EUROPEAN ATTENDANCE: 55,104 v Barcelona (1976) semi-final second leg


LOWEST FA CUP ATTENDANCE (POST-WAR): 11,207 v Chester City, 1945-46 third round second leg


LOWEST LEAGUE ATTENDANCE: 1,000 v Loughborough Town (1895)


LOWEST LEAGUE ATTENDANCE: (POST-WAR) 11,976 v Scunthorpe United (1959) Division 2


LOWEST FA CUP ATTENDANCE: 4,000 v Newton (1892) second qualifying round


LOWEST LEAGUE CUP ATTENDANCE: 9,902 v Brentford (1983) second round second leg


LOWEST EUROPEAN ATTENDANCE: 12,021 Dundalk (1982) European Cup first round first leg
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A familiar sight, a passionate Liverpool crowd





All-time Team













	

1




	

Ray Clemence









	

2




	

Chris Lawler









	

3




	

Emlyn Hughes









	

4




	

Virgil Van Dijk









	

5




	

Ron Yeats









	

6




	

Graeme Souness









	

7




	

Kevin Keegan









	

8




	

Ian Rush









	

9




	

Kenny Dalglish









	

10




	

Steven Gerrard









	

11




	

Billy Liddell









	

Subs




	

 









	

12




	

Alisson









	

13




	

Alan Hansen









	

14




	

Michael Owen









	

15




	

Ian St. John









	

16




	

Roger Hunt









	

17




	

Ian Callaghan









	

18




	

Mo Salah
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Anfield


Anfield is, in many ways, the key to the continued success of the team that plays there. A sign over the tunnel leading from the dressing rooms to the pitch reminds visitors that ‘This Is Anfield’ – a warning that’s superfluous the moment opposing players feel the grass beneath their boots. Because the vocal support Liverpool’s fans have given their team over the years is second to none.


Go back to 1884, of course, and it was Everton that originally inhabited the embryonic stadium, moving across to Stanley Park in 1892 - since which time it’s been red through and through!


The whole tradition of community singing and terrace chanting developed on the Kop which became all-seater in 1994, eleven years after the Anfield Road terrace had become seated.


Two years before that, an upper tier had been added to the Kemlyn Road stand, which thereby became the Centenary Stand. A similar second tier was added to the Anfield Road stand in 1998, bringing the capacity up to an impressive 45,362.


Even that wasn’t sufficient for the demand to see the Reds and in 2016 the opening of the newly extended main stand lifted Anfield’s capacity to over 54,000 with the club ambitious to continue extending even further.


Other additions to the ground to highlight significant people and events have included the Shankly Gates, erected in 1982 in memory of the legendary manager Bill Shankly, who had passed away the previous year; the Paisley Gateway, erected outside the Kop in 1999 in honour of the club’s most successful manager ever; and the eternal flame of the Hillsborough Memorial, dedicated to the 96 fans who so tragically lost their lives in 1989.
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The famous players tunnel at Anfield
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Liverpool play to a capacity crowd at Anfield





Anfield has been used to host international games, most notably the Scotland versus Wales World Cup qualifier in 1977, and, while Goodison Park was Merseyside’s World Cup venue in 1966 when England hosted the final stages, it was Anfield that, 30 years later, hosted four games in Euro ’96 (Eire and Holland having already met in a qualifying play-off). But then Anfield had staged its first international, between England and Ireland, as far back as 1889!




[image: illustration]


Paisley Gateway entrance at Anfield
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Anfield viewed from the outside







Barnes


Jamaican-born John Barnes, the son of a diplomat, came into this world on 7 November 1963. He was a sensational goalscorer with Watford, helping them climb to the top division, before he moved to Anfield for a then-record £900,000 fee in 1987.


Already capped by England, his international performances had not gone uncriticised, although he had scored one magnificent goal in Brazil’s Maracana Stadium. Altogether, he was to play 79 times in an England shirt, a total that speaks for itself.


Manager Kenny Dalglish was convinced that Barnes would be a considerable asset to his side, and to begin with he certainly was: he scored 61 goals in his first four seasons, mainly from midfield, and he helped Liverpool to two League championships, the FA Cup and the League Cup. He slowed up a bit as time went on but he could still be effective as a midfield anchor.
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John Barnes runs with the ball
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Barnes in action for Liverpool against Sheffield Wednesday, 1995





Barnes left for Newcastle United in August 1997, but by then his playing career was drawing to its close. Following limited and unsuccessful club managerial experience at Celtic and Tranmere Rovers, as well as time in charge of the Jamaican national side, he has established himself as a competent and likeable television presenter.
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Barnes takes on Robert Lee of Newcastle, 1994





Beardsley


In terms of star quality, Peter Beardsley was a late developer.


Born in Newcastle in 1961, he began his professional career with Carlisle United in 1979, but he then wandered between Vancouver Whitecaps and Manchester United (for whom he made no League appearances) until he signed for his hometown club in 1983. There, along with Kevin Keegan and Chris Waddle, his predatory striking skills helped Newcastle gain promotion to the top flight.


The diminutive striker had arrived, and in time he was to play for his country on 59 occasions. Following some exuberant appearances in the 1986 World Cup, Beardsley was signed by Kenny Dalglish in July 1987 for £1.9 million.


He soon began knocking in the goals for his new club. Although he scored 46 times in 131 league games, Dalglish often left him out of the side after his first season, and when Graeme Souness took over as manager he sold Beardsley to Everton for £1 million.


Peter Beardsley was wandering once more. After two years at Everton, he went back to Newcastle, where he was welcomed as a returning hero – and scored another 47 League goals. Before hanging up his boots, he played for Bolton Wanderers, Manchester City, Fulham, Hartlepool United, Doncaster Rovers and Melbourne Knights, and has subsequently pursued a career in coaching.
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Beardsley in action for Liverpool
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Beardsley goes past Gary Pallister of Manchester United during the FA Charity Shield of 1990





Benitez


He was hailed as a Spanish messiah, a genial tactician who restored Liverpool’s reputation as one of Europe’s biggest clubs and led the team to one of the greatest triumphs in its history.


But after a six-year reign of cup glory and league frustration Rafael Benitez’s hopes of leading Liverpool to a record-breaking 19th League Championship were brought to an end following a disappointing 2009-10 campaign.


The Spaniard’s first year in England ended like a fairytale, capped by a European achievement that will ensure his tenure will be immortalised and cherished in the annals of Anfield history.


Following his departure from the club Rafa made a donation of £96,000 to the Hillsborough Family Support Group, a mark of the man’s class. Having managed Valencia amongst a host of Spanish clubs before becoming the first Spanish manager to manage in the Premier League when he came to Liverpool, after departing the club Benitez CV took in Inter, Chelsea, Real Madrid, and Newcastle before he moved to China with Dalian Yifang in 2019.
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Rafael Benitez gestures as Chelsea’s caretaker manager Guus Hiddink looks on





Boot Room


The Anfield ‘boot room’, where the coaching staff met to plot future games over a cup of tea or, occasionally, something stronger, would become a notable breeding ground for future Liverpool bosses.


Bob Paisley, though almost unknown outside Liverpool when he took the management job on in 1974 (some claim against his better judgement), had been a valued member of Bill Shankly’s boot room team, and would go on to eclipse even ‘Shanks’ in terms of trophies won.


Boot room regular Joe Fagan would hold the reins briefly from 1983 to 1985, his successful spell soured by the tragic events of Heysel.


When Kenny Dalglish, elevated from player to manager, quit in 1989 after Hillsborough, caretaker manager Ronnie Moran emerged from the boot room to lead the team to a morale-boosting 7-1 win at Derby.
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Ronnie Moran, caretaker-manager for Liverpool in 1991
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An emotional Roy Evans shakes hands with Liverpool chairman David Moores as he leaves the club after 33 years’ service, signalling the end of the boot room tradition in 1998





Roy Evans became assistant to incoming manager Graeme Souness, and when things fell apart in early 1994, he was on hand to pick up the pieces. Unfortunately, little was achieved during his reign and the arrival of Gérard Houllier, initially in a joint managerial capacity, was the beginning of the end. Nevertheless, the unassuming exfull back had contributed greatly to Liverpool’s success over the years.


Another former player and boot room regular, Phil Thompson, became Houllier’s assistant, taking over during his heart scare, but the Frenchman effectively closed the boot room, although many of its traditions live on at the club.
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Phil Thompson and Gérard Houllier show their frustration during an Aston Villa game, 2003
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Rafael Benitez with some of the Anfield coaching staff







Callaghan


‘Cally’, just turned 18, was applauded off the field by his teammates after his first-team debut for Liverpool – against Bristol Rovers in April 1960 – and went on to rack up applause, awards and medals galore in a marathon career at Anfield. Born on 10 April 1942, Ian Callaghan was the only Liverpool player to appear for them during their Second Division days and still be there as the European Cup was hoisted in 1977. A direct right-winger in his early days but later used in midfield, Cally comfortably became the holder of the club’s appearance record, playing 857 times – almost 200 clear of Emlyn Hughes and Ray Clemence – before moving to Swansea in 1978. He ended his career at Crewe Alexandra in 1982.


He scored 69 goals for the Reds, 49 of them in the league. Once Liverpool, and Ian Callaghan, had won the Second Division championship in 1961-62, they went from strength to strength, winning five First Division titles, the FA Cup twice, the UEFA Cup twice plus the European Cup and European Super Cup. And on a personal level, Callaghan was the football writers’ Player of the Year in 1974 and was awarded the MBE.


He played four times for England, twice in the early stages of the 1966 World Cup competition, but curiously had to wait another eleven years before gaining his third cap.
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