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Author’s Notes







The play never breaks stride. The Comedian moves from conversations to gigs seamlessly.


The conversations the Comedian has with his Girlfriend and the Agent happen around him. There is no need for them to be seen as ‘proper’ scenes.


The Comedian is always either ‘offstage’ (in conver sation or warming up for a gig) or ‘onstage’ (doing a ‘live’ gig and talking directly to the audience).


The Comedian rarely moves from centre stage. It’s as if the spotlight is on him all the time (though it isn’t).


The venues the Comedian is playing get progressively bigger – he starts off in a small dingy comedy club and ends up somewhere like the Apollo in London.


At the start and end of each gig there will be appropriate canned laughter.
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Death of a Comedian, a co-production between the Abbey Theatre, Dublin, Soho Theatre, London, and the Lyric Theatre, Belfast, was first performed on the Danske Bank stage of the Lyric Theatre, Belfast, on 7 February 2015. The cast was as follows:
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DEATH OF A COMEDIAN














 


 


 


The Comedian is practising the noise he will make later in the play.




Comedian   fuck




He practises again.







fuck i hate this







what if i’m not funny





Girlfriend   you are funny


Comedian   what does that mean


Girlfriend   you’re a funny person


Comedian   a funny person – i don’t want to be a funny person i want to be a comedian


Girlfriend   go out there and be funny then


Comedian   what if i’m not funny though – what if i go out there and i’m not funny


Girlfriend   you will be


Comedian   how do you know


Girlfriend   you’ve done it before – i watched it – you were funny


Comedian   yes i have been funny – there’s a few times though i wasn’t funny enough – it was me – it wasn’t the audience it was me – i knew it – picked the wrong moments to try new material out – didn’t structure the set properly – should’ve eased the new material in – bit by bit – in between gags i knew worked – my fault – stupid – i hate that – i hate when i do that – one of the things i have to teach myself is to be in control all the time – never panic – never chase laughs – it wasn’t that the new material wasn’t funny – i didn’t work it properly – good material wasted – i hate that – wasted – useless – part of it was about how politicians when they’re asked a question they can’t answer all make the same noise – it’s like a big bucket of water on the boil




He makes the noise.







there was more to it than that – it was about them all being duplicitous bastards – but that noise – that was the thing that was recognisable in it – that’s funny isn’t it – that noise i mean – it’s funny





Girlfriend   in front of an audience it feels like it’ll be funny – it’s not funny now


Comedian   no




He makes the same noise.







i heard on the way in there might be an agent in here tonight





Girlfriend   there’s always an agent might be in


Comedian   yes – which means there might be one in tonight


Girlfriend   to watch you


Comedian   maybe


Girlfriend   good


Comedian   good – good – what if i’m not funny


Girlfriend   if you’re not funny you’re fucked


Comedian   very good


Girlfriend   i know – but at the moment we’re somewhere in between me wanting with every sinew of my body to help you and – hitting you the biggest slap round the head i can muster up


Comedian   that’s good though – i need that edge


Girlfriend   i’m not joking about the slap by the way


Comedian   i know – the agent might be here to see me


Girlfriend   is that what you heard


Comedian   no


Girlfriend   right


Comedian   i feel like it might be the right time – i feel like i’m starting to get on top of my material – not just about it being funny – it has to be that – that’s a given – i’m a comedian for fuck sake – i mean about what i’m getting at – how i see the world is starting to come through


Girlfriend   yes it is


Comedian   it is isn’t it


Girlfriend   yes


Comedian   really


Girlfriend   yes – i admire that in you – it can’t be easy to stand in front of a group of strangers and tell them what you think about


Comedian   you’ve never said that to me before


Girlfriend   i think it’s starting to kick in what it is you do – plus i also think about stuff in roughly the same way you do – although in a better way


Comedian   i might start using us as material


Girlfriend   don’t even joke about that


Comedian   i wouldn’t – we’re not cutting edge enough


Girlfriend   don’t worry about the agent


Comedian   i’m not – i am but i’m not – i’m funny – i know that – whether there’s an agent in the audience tonight or not i still need one in order to move on – can’t play dives all the time – the wrong people sometimes – it can’t stay like this


Girlfriend   no – although it does for some comedians – there’s nothing wrong with knowing and staying at your own level


Comedian   i’m not like that


Girlfriend   no – but there’s something i need to be clear about


Comedian   i won’t forget you when i’m famous


Girlfriend   i need to know …


Comedian   that was a joke


Girlfriend   i need to know that you’re doing this for the right reasons


Comedian   why


Girlfriend   because i’m doing it with you


Comedian   i’m trying to make a career


Girlfriend   that’s not what i mean


Comedian   does this have to be now


Girlfriend   an agent might be in – this might be the start – yes now – just before you go on – i need to know why this is important – i’m going to play second fiddle – i don’t mind that but i have to know why you’re doing this


Comedian   to be funny and to be heard


Girlfriend   right


Comedian   and make a few quid


Girlfriend   the sooner you do that the better


Comedian   no pressure – right better start getting ready – you going to watch


Girlfriend   you want me to


Comedian   yes – stand at the back – have a drink – look out for the agent


Girlfriend   how will i know


Comedian   they’ll look like an agent


Girlfriend   what’s that


Comedian   the devil with a smile – maybe a bit of bling – entertainment


Girlfriend   you’re funny


Comedian   i know – tell me you love me




She kisses him.





Girlfriend   i love you




Comedian prepares himself – makes the noise he previously made.





Comedian   we live in a world – what type of fucking world do we live in – shit i knew this an hour ago – hypocrisy – greed – poverty – oppression – brutality – right – fuck – shouldn’t have said that – why do i always say that – (Makes the noise.) walk on say what you have to say and walk off – what was all that shit about doing this for the right reasons – found out i could do something so i’m doing it – doesn’t go any further than that at the moment – all politicians are cunts – that’s it – got it – right




good evening







Silence – timing.







all politicians are cunts – even the good ones – they’re not people any more – can’t talk – you know the way you meet someone and you say to them how’s it going – they go – fine i’m going down to the shops to buy some cups – or whatever it is you kids are calling drugs these days – you ask a politician how it’s going and it’s all fucking texts to the party whip – is it the party whip – that suits those people down to the ground doesn’t it – the party – whip – the spin doctor – party – whip – spinning – who wouldn’t want that job – and even within that there’s a safety net – too much partying whipping or spinning and who’s there on hand but a – doctor – if you went to your own doctor and told him you were sore from whipping he’d tell you to fuck off – those words – they’re fucking taunting us – he just asked me how’s it going – spin doctor – whatever the fuck you do don’t give a direct answer – the last time this happened and someone gave a direct answer it was all cup cakes leather chaps talc and horse semen – fucking disaster – it’s going the way it has previously gone and no doubt will go in the future – they all make the same noise don’t they – when they won’t or can’t answer something they all make the same noise – (Makes the noise.) it’s like bubbling fucking water or something – (Noise.) why have we gone to war – (Noise.) why is the gap between the rich and the poor always increasing – (Noise.) why are you afraid of those media fucks – (Noise.) why do you encourage a society where the rich and sometimes the not so rich blame the fucking poor for all the world’s ills – (Big noise.) and we allow them to get away with it in a way we wouldn’t allow ourselves to – imagine how ludicrous and absurd it would be if any time things got a bit hairy – that’s what’s wrong isn’t it to politicians everything is a bit hairy – when things got a bit hairy in your own life and you used the noise – you weren’t in until three o’clock this morning where were you – (Noise.) i left half a bottle of milk in the fridge to make pancakes this morning because it’s pancake tuesday – where’s the milk you dickhead – (Noise.) there was more lube in that tube than there is now – where’d it go – (Noise.) all arguments in relationships are about where things go or where they’ve been or where they are – where where where – a long time married couple are sitting at the breakfast table – very middle class – actually sitting to eat – one of them is trying to make an effort the other isn’t – knock knock – fuck off – people in power are advertising themselves – that’s what this is all about – they want to tell us how good and kind they are – doesn’t really matter if they can’t do their job or ignore the punters who voted for them as long as we think they are good and kind – consequently they have no fucking personalities – like ads on the tv they’re just selling – no fucking character – that’s why they can’t tell the truth – or feel the need to protect us from the truth – it’s fucked – the war on drugs – a war – what the fuck is that – i was sitting having a pint the other day and this guy beside me – you know the way if you have a pint in front of you and someone buys you another one – doesn’t happen all over the world i know that – mainly to do with here – what you do is pour some of the new pint into the old one to top it up – this guy was so drunk he poured a full pint into a full pint – the whole fucking thing – there should be a war on that – can’t – tax – imagine a politician showing a delegate of chinese businessmen the local area to see if they wanted to invest and bringing them out for lunch in a nice pub – a bit of culture – the chinese guy asks why is that man – of working age – pouring a full container of liquid into another full container of liquid – (Noise.) no mention of course of the chinese killing female babies – just as long as we make money from them – i don’t have any money – as a person i don’t have any money – don’t know why i said that – as a person – of course as a person – take it for granted that i don’t mean me as a house or a packet of condoms doesn’t have any money – i don’t have any money – why the fuck is that – why is it all the dickheads have the money – you can all try this – this is a bit of audience participation – there’s a thing called the dickhead list – there’s certain people when you say their name you automatically follow with – dickhead – try it – see – jeremy kyle – dickhead – george osborne – dickhead – louis walsh – there’s some of them there’s no need to even say it you just know – none of them skint – what’s going on – ordinary people knocking their pan in for pennies and we pay these fuckers fortunes for at best mediocrity at worst failure – put them all on minimum wage see how things would change then – the gap between the rich and the poor would close a bit i think – a little less – (Noise.) then – any war get the people in power to send their kids – first in the firing line – not so fucking gung ho then i think – and then the church tells us it’s alright to be poor – what chance have you got – there’s another group that needs to be liked – breakfast presenters – what the fuck is going on there – like a school for bad actors or something – they do this thing with their faces to let you know that something’s really sad – or something really bad – or when they’re glad – sad bad and glad – they don’t really want to tell you anything other than they’ve just run the marathon – and that that means they’re a good person when in fact they’re just numbing the fuck out of everything – can you do that – numb the fuck out of something – today bad shit happened somewhere – bad face – something happened to some children – sad face – and people we don’t give a fuck about either got married or split up – glad face – and finally i’ve run the marathon – thank you for noticing me – thank you thank you thank you – fucking exhausting – i’m going to finish with a joke – funny thing for a comedian to say that isn’t it – the assumption being that i haven’t been telling jokes up to this point – for those of you who think i haven’t – just so i let you know my line of work – i’m going to finish with a joke – the only reason i’m finishing with it is because i like it – not that i don’t like the stuff i’ve already done – if i keep going like this i’m going get on to the dickhead list aren’t i – right – this man is looking to buy a racehorse – this man – let’s call him – a complete cunt – so a complete cunt wants to buy a racehorse – he doesn’t want a racehorse because he needs one – he has too much money and he heard other people with too much money have them so he wanted one – he wasn’t even sure what they do – other than race – possibly against other horses – he assumed they fed themselves but what they eat he had no idea – so a complete cunt who knows nothing about racing horses wants to buy a racehorse – where would such a person look – once he had removed his head from up his arse because there was no racehorses up there he looked in the local newspaper under items for sale – chance would have it that the day he looked was the first day in the one hundred year history of the local newspaper that there was a horse for sale in the items for sale section – he until the day he died because he didn’t read that newspaper again thought that was how people sold racehorses – the ad read – racehorse for sale fifty five walmer street – he didn’t know where walmer street was so he took a taxi – it was in what elvis would’ve called a ghetto – so now this complete cunt thought that working class people sold racehorses – he called at fifty five walmer street and an old lady answered the door – she was a decent old lady who had looked after this horse all her adult life – the house she lived in was a small terraced house that had only a yard to separate it from the house behind – do you have a horse for sale – yes son i do – a racehorse – yes a racehorse – they go out to the yard to inspect the horse – the horse looks like it might’ve been in a car accident – if indeed it was the type of horse that drove a car – the complete cunt thought she thinks i’m a complete cunt while i may be a complete cunt i still know what racehorses look like – this isn’t a racehorse the complete cunt said – yes it is said the decent old woman – she opens the yard door – this is where you need imagination – right – outside the yard was a massive green open field – at the bottom of this open field stood a single huge oak tree – the decent old woman said this is the fastest horse you’ll ever see – the complete cunt didn’t believe her – because he was a complete cunt – the decent old woman slapped the horse on the arse and it bolted out of the yard and into the field at a hundred miles an hour – it is indeed the fastest horse god ever pumped breath into – across the field it gallops at the speed of light and runs head first straight into the oak tree – why does he do that said the complete cunt – i don’t know said the decent old woman he just doesn’t give a fuck – thank you and good night







fuck it – fuck it – you pour some of the old pint into the new pint to top it up – i said it back to front – fuck it – was the agent there





Girlfriend   maybe


Comedian   fuck – it wasn’t good


Girlfriend   it was good


Comedian   i didn’t hide myself enough – kept pushing its way through – i’m thinking – easy – easy – then bang – we’re killing children in china


Girlfriend   it’s what you think


Comedian   fuck what i think


Girlfriend   one sniff of an agent and you’re already starting to lose sight here


Comedian   don’t be ridiculous – what about the joke – too much complete cunt


Girlfriend   people laughed – i don’t know


Comedian   you’re meant to be helping me


Girlfriend   right – help you – you’re a fuck up – the problem is you’re a good fuck up – i see that in you maybe others don’t – when we first met i wanted to slap you a lot – you still make me want to slap you but not as often – over the few years we have been together i have slowly come to understand that for me that’s love – so if they were doing a remake of the love story and you and i were in it the line would now be – love is not wanting to slap you as much as i used to


Comedian   you’re a funny person


Girlfriend   yes – does that annoy you


Comedian   sometimes


Girlfriend   good – you torture me – you don’t see this but that’s difficult to take – you have to get used to it – you have to find a reason to get used to it – so you have to wait – wait and see what comes along – stand up comedy – when you said i want to do stand up i immediately thought of course you do – so here we are – you’re still a fuck up – you still torture me – and now you’re a stand up – one who mostly performs in shitholes late at night when the audience are laughed out and drunk – but a stand up nonetheless – so i come with you and watch – and besides all the good times – like driving in the middle of the night watching you sleep and listening to you snore because you downed half a bottle of gin – which i don’t mind i like that world – i watch and i see something in you – something that needs to come out – and i realise when i’m watching you that as well as torturing me you torture yourself and i like that about you – i love that about you – i love you because you’re prepared to torture yourself – does that help


Comedian   yes


Girlfriend   and to answer your question – it was a good set – you were funny – but it wasn’t a good enough set and you weren’t funny enough for you – and i could see that you only told the joke because you had lost your way and you needed to remind the audience that you were funny and instead of pushing on you bottled it and decided to tell a joke – you see the world the way i see it – that’s what helps between the two of us – you’re trying to say something that matters to you – i like that – if you’re asking me what i think’s wrong i’ll tell you – it all feels too raw – it’s not what you’re saying but sometimes how you say it – and how you link what it is you want to say – this is the right time for me to say this – you’re not working hard enough – i don’t mean putting the hours in on stage – i mean thinking – work out what you’re doing – sit down and work it out – make yourself better – there’s a trick to this – you need to make yourself better without losing sight of who you are – that’s what i’m waiting on you to do – that’s why i’m still here – funny man




The Agent enters.
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