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HOW TO USE THIS BOOK


Devotionals come in a variety of forms. This devotional is designed to use humor to drive home wonderful truths from God’s Word. I find my day goes better if it starts with a smile, and better yet, if I focus on some aspect of God’s Word to apply during the day.


These 90 devotionals should not replace your regular Bible study. They were written with the hope they might inspire you to a deeper appreciation of God’s Word and the desire to study it.


•  Share a devotional each morning or evening with y our family.


•  Make it fun. Share similar jokes and stories.


•  Pray together about the topic of the devotional.


•  Take advantage of the opportunity to “Go Deeper” when it is offered.


•  Report back to each other on how God used a particular devotional in your life.


I pray that God will hear the sound of laughter as you read these, and that He will touch your heart with the point of the devotional and inspire families to get into His Word. May these stories and the scriptures that accompany them bring joy to your life. Lighten up and live!




DISTRACTIONS


A couple was having a party at their house. An hour before the party, the woman found out that she still needed escargot—an entrée made from snails. So, she sent her husband to get it.


On the way, he passed the golf course and decided to rent some clubs and hit some balls on the driving range. An hour and a half later, he looked at his watch and realized that the party had already started. He quickly ran to the market, bought a bucket of snails and drove home.


He tried to sneak into the kitchen without his wife seeing him, but he stumbled and spilled the snails all over the floor. Hearing the noise, his wife stormed into the room. Without hesitation he looked down and shouted, “Come on guys, we’re almost there!”


The problem of being distracted from the main task is common to all of us. It is especially acute with people my age. It’s not a big deal if you are cleaning your desk and end up reading a book, but it’s crucial if you are distracted from your purpose for living. Living with no regrets means staying focused on your goal.


Set your goal high and stay on track.
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Paul says, “I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 3:14).


Don’t let anything distract you from that calling. At the end of your life there will be no time to blame the snails.


GO DEEPER: PHILIPPIANS 3:7-14












GETTING ALONG


On the way to church my children would sit in the back seat picking fights over senseless things.


“This is my side of the car!” one would yell. “You are breathing on my side of the car.”


“She’s looking at me!”the other would counter.


I would grab the rearview mirror and give them “the Sunday morning look of love,” an unmistakable glare warning of the catastrophic consequences if the battle continued. That would be followed by a lecture peppered with questions that had no rational answer.


“Do you want me to come back there?”


“Do you know what will happen if I stop this car?”


Swatting at them was not an option because all children are born with the innate knowledge of the one spot in the car your arm can never reach.


Most of my life I struggled to figure out how to discipline a child while driving, until an old gentleman pulled me aside and whispered, “A touch on the brakes brings them right into play.”


Unfortunately, the same kind of quibbling can follow us into adult life with disastrous results: church splits, destroyed relationships, bitterness and revenge.
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In Romans 12, the apostle Paul gave this instruction to believers: “Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everyone. If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone” (vv. 17-18).


If that doesn’t work, there is always the brakes.


GO DEEPER: ROMANS 12:9-21










WHO’S DRIVING?


A guy was hitchhiking on a very dark night in the middle of a downpour so powerful he could hardly see a few feet ahead.


Suddenly, a car slowly came toward him and stopped.


Blinded by the rain and darkness, he jumped into the back seat, closed the door and then realized there was nobody behind the wheel! The car started moving slowly and then headed straight toward a curve. Scared to death, he started to pray, begging for his life.


Just before the curve, a hand suddenly appeared through the window and moved the wheel. The guy, paralyzed in terror, watched how the hand appeared every time the car approached a curve.


Summoning all his courage, the man jumped out of the car and ran to the nearest town. He stumbled into a restaurant and told everybody what had happened.


It got very quiet when they realized the guy was serious.


About half an hour later, two guys walked into the same restaurant. They were looking for a table when one said, “Look, John, that’s the guy who got in the car when we were pushing it.”


Can you look back and see where the hand of God has helped steer you in the right direction? Why not let him direct your life every day, starting with today?






Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight (Proverbs 3:5-6).










OPEN MOUTH, INSERT FOOT


While bicycling with my wife, Diane, I began to cough uncontrollably. I pulled to the side of the road and lay in the grass trying to catch my breath. Finally, with one violent cough a huge beetle tumbled out of my mouth.


When Diane saw what had caused the problem, she began laughing hysterically—after she had killed the prehistoric beast, of course. Between her own gasps for breath she said, “How many times have I told you to keep your mouth shut?”


Of course she was just teasing me, but it’s a lesson I am still learning. My first instinct is to correct, to disagree, to judge or to “fix it” with a single sentence. So many relationships are damaged by people who speak before they think or listen.


My dad, a veteran of WWII, used to say, “Loose lips sink ships.”


The Scriptures leave no doubt. We need to be careful about what we say.
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Set a guard over my mouth, LORD; keep watch over the door of my lips (Psalms 141:3).


A fool speaks without thinking.


A closed mouth gathers no foot—or bugs!












PACE YOURSELF


In a long-distance race, it is important to pace yourself. I joined the track team in high school and trained to run 800 meters—about half a mile. On the day of an important track meet, I was ready to go.


This was a special day because my girlfriend was in the stands. I confess, I had never spoken to her, but I wished she was my girlfriend. And winning this race might have attracted her attention and her affection.


When the gun went off, I took off like a shot. After the first turn, I was ahead of everybody. Then, suddenly, I ran out of gas. I tried to keep going, but it was impossible. I had started out too fast.


My stomach sent a message to my brain informing me that the sandwich I had eaten earlier in the day didn’t want to run with me anymore.


Before I knew it, I was kneeling on the infield grass. The sandwich came up first, followed by pizza I had eaten a few days earlier.


Instead of pacing myself and running to finish the race, I tried to beat the others and failed to do either. The race of life isn’t about speed, it is about endurance.














	

The author of Hebrews says, “Let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith” (Hebrews 12:1-2).
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FROM HUT TO HUT


A man was stranded on the deserted Pacific island for years. One day, a boat sailed into view. The man frantically waved and drew the skipper’s attention. The boat anchored near the island and the sailor got out and greeted the marooned man.


After a while the sailor asked, “What are those three huts you have built there?”


The man pointed to the nearest and said, “Well, that’s my house there.”


“What’s that next hut?” asked the sailor.


The man said, “I built that hut to be my church.”


The sailor asked, “What about the other hut?”


“Oh, that’s where I used to go to church.”


Sound familiar?


Many people spend a lifetime hopping from church to church looking for the one that will be perfect. The first time they are offended, meet difficult people, or disagree with the pastor, they begin looking for another hut. If only we could find people just like us.


It’s a fruitless search.
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Let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching (Hebrews 10:24).


Lord, protect me from ever finding a church filled with people just like me. Help me to find a church with people who strive to be like you. Help me to be faithful in attendance and look for every opportunity to love and serve other imperfect people.










THE ALARM BEFORE THE ALARM


You are sound asleep. I’m talking about a ripsnorting, pillow-drooling, dead-to-the-world sleep. Your alarm clock is set to go off at 5 a.m. At precisely 4:55, the clock makes a little click sound.


I don’t know why it does this. Maybe the alarm has its own alarm to wake it up so it can wake us up! All I know is that a few minutes before the alarm goes off, it makes that click sound in joyful anticipation of destroying your rest.


That tiny noise makes you sit straight up in bed, wide awake and angry that the click robbed you of five full minutes of sleep. It’s no use in going back to sleep because just as you doze off, the big alarm will go off. Does this sound familiar?


Lord, make my heart acutely attuned the still small click of God’s voice. Give me the wisdom to listen and courage to respond in such a way that He doesn’t have to sound an alarm.
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Let me hear what God the LORD will speak, for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints; but let them not turn back to folly (Psalm 85:8, ESV).
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