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Foreword
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Content from the original Block Genius is here with all 201 pieced blocks with No Math charts. I've added a new finished size of 4½" to 6, 9, and 12-inch finished blocks. Quilters who like to make mini quilts, or want to make sampler quilts like Dear Jane or Civil War replicas, have 201 blocks to choose from with the math done for those beautiful, little blocks.


I've added 100 blocks in 3 new grid sizes, 5 x 5, 7 x 7 and 8 x 8, each with 3 finished block sizes, and no math charts. While not as versatile as the sizes in the first book, the new block sizes double and triple, giving you a whole new range of small to large blocks. Quilts can be just as dramatic using 14", 15", or 16" finished sizes. Or make a sampler quilt using multiple sizes of blocks.


Be sure to read through the front of the book before making your blocks, especially if you are a beginner or you are new to piecing. The information there is extensive, instructions are easy to follow, and you may refer to techniques in other projects as you start piecing your own blocks.


I've designed over fifty blocks for the new sizes. It was my goal after writing the first book to design my own, and I'm happy to share them with you. You should try it! Choose a traditional block and take away or move pieces around. It will allow you to see how a block can evolve into a design of your own. Draw a grid on graph paper, get out your colored pencils and create a block with your favorite colors. Use the math charts and apply the measurements to your design. It's all here; no need for a calculator!


Quilt Block Genius includes 300 blocks in over 1000 sizes with the math done for you. That's a lot of information and inspiration! Choose a block, choose your favorite colors, and choose a size. The possibilities are endless.


Sue Voegtlin,
Des Moines, Iowa





Pick a Block...
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...any block. Construct it as you see it or change the colors to make it your own. I wrote instructions for the blocks in this book based on the No Math Block Charts. It’s a perfect reference when you decide to make blocks you don’t find here, or if you are ready to design your own. Step out of the box! Color outside the lines! Create your own beautiful blocks!





Introduction to the Genius of the Grid System
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Blocks can be made in many sizes but 6, 9, and 12-inch blocks are some of the most used by quilters. Their versatility makes them fit easily into 2 x 2, 3 x 3, 4 x 4, and 6 x 6 grids.


Incremental measurements for cutting block components are included on most quilting rulers making it easy to rotary cut pieces. No piece will have anything less than an 1/8" (0.32cm) increment.


There are so many great resources for block designs, including books, internet resources, and vintage quilts. Most of the blocks, other than a few my friend Laurel and I designed, are over 100 years old. They have certainly stood the test of time.


I tried to correctly identify each block by name. But some had identical names but a different design or colorway. Flipping or turning a component can change a name and create a new block.


Take a look at Jacob’s Ladder, and Wagon Tracks. The cutting instructions and components are the same. It’s a perfect example of how orientation of a part and changing a color will change a block name.



Grids and Block Structure


Most quilt blocks are designed by using a base grid of squares. A grid is based on how a block is divided on two sides. The squares within the grid are all the same size. Below are the four grids used to make the blocks in this book.
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The Parts


Each square within the grid can be divided to create more pattern in the block. With each division, we can start to see other components besides squares; half- and quarter-square triangles, flying geese, or a square-in-a-square.



Cutting Charts


In the block section, you’ll see a photograph of each block, and cutting instructions with icons representing the pieces you will cut and subcut. Seam allowances are included in the measurements given for making 6, 9, and 12-inch finished blocks. All measurements are exact; there will be no trimming except for fabric “tails.”


Colors are represented by letters with “A” being the lightest and “B, C, and D,” representing medium to dark values. You can change your color choices based on these values and you will maintain the same look of the block.


An illustration of how the block is constructed is shown below the cutting chart. Instructions for piecing the components that make up the block are referenced by page number below the illustration.




Good to Know


After I cut all the pieces for a block, I laid them out beside my sewing machine, or on my ironing board, so I could sew the parts together in order. I liked being able to have a visual of the block instead of all the pieces sitting in piles in front of me. It saved time, too.
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To Pin or not to Pin


For me, there is no cut and dried rule when it comes to using pins. I keep them handy but pick and choose when I use them. Since I was working with smaller pieces, I didn’t pin every time I sewed. I tended to use pins more when I was sewing bias cut pieces and when I sewed segments together to construct a block. That way, my seams matched and my pieces stayed aligned. If you are a beginner, I suggest using pins more often than not. There is nothing I want more than for you to have a satisfying experience as you begin your block and quiltmaking journey!
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