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For Tara & Morven, let your story be just as glorious.
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INTRODUCTION


As I write this, Rangers Football Club approach their 150th year of existence, proudly sitting as current Scottish champions. Fresh from the fire of liquidation the club and support have shown the character and community mould which is its lifeblood can be tested in the white-hot heat of mismanagement and envy but will not crack.


Where does the recent 55th league win sit in the history of the club? Only time will tell, and I look forward to being part of debates and chats about that in bars, restaurants and terraces until the great referee calls time on my game.


The past is a helpful lens through which to view the present, a much-needed giver of perspective in an ever-trigger-happy world. This book seeks to provide some of that history (both far and near) via statistics, characters, matches and objects. I have attempted to give a flavour of the people who have shaped this institution as well as some of the highs and lows which thread through its story since that mythical day in 1872 to now. Some are more irreverent than others.


All choices on inclusion have been mine and inevitably my fellow fans will have differing views. ‘Why isn’t “The Iron Curtain’”defence in there?’ Or ‘How could you leave out Rangers’ forlorn attempt at a basketball team?’ ‘And while you are at it, where the hell is Hamed Namouchi?’


There are so many that didn’t make the cut that I have often found myself passionately arguing against my own selections late into the night. It may be that a single volume is not enough for such a storied club. But here they are, my selection, my 101 snapshots across the landscape of time, tragedy and silverware which come to mind when I am asked about Rangers. I look forward to readers suggesting their own alternatives; there are no right or wrong views.


Tommy McIntyre


October 2021
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Four Lads Had a Dream


All stories have a beginning, so much is true. But from a penniless dream of four wee boys to a global name, only the Rangers have that.


Moses and Peter McNeil, Peter Campbell and William McBeath were enjoying a friends’ day out in 1872 as they walked through what would later be known as Kelvingrove Park in Glasgow (at that time named West End Park). A discussion ensued and it was agreed they would form an Association Football Club. The game of football was sweeping the nation and the young men were fascinated.


The Rangers were born. The name itself was proposed by Moses; he liked it after seeing it in connection with Swindon Rangers, a rugby club.


It is impossible to miss the romanticism of the Rangers story, Peter McNeil was the senior of the quartet at only 17, his younger brother Moses was 16 with McBeath and Campbell both only 15 years old.


Tom Vallance was not there that day, but the 16-year-old was every bit as integral and a pivotal player in the formation and foundation of the club. Speaking at the opening of the original Ibrox Park in 1887 he said, in rather downplayed terms: ‘About 15 years ago, a few lads who came from Gareloch met and endeavoured to scrape together as much as would buy a football and we went to the Glasgow Green, where we played for a year or two.’


Those ‘lads from the Gareloch’ would hardly believe what their dream has become.
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Kick-Off!


Every great story needs an opening, all the goals, players, moments and trophies need to come from a single point in time. For many that is obviously the formation of the club, but just as important is that first game. The first time ‘the Rangers’ took to the pitch.


A modern reader wouldn’t recognise the city of Glasgow in 1872 nor Britain for that matter. With industrialisation still moving at pace, slums and 6–7 day working weeks the order of the day. But there, on a crisp May day in 1872, two months after the club was formed the journey began against Callander at Flesher’s Haugh on the banks of the River Clyde. The zeal for football had certainly taken off, starting a near 150-year (and counting) love affair.


Callander would go on to be swiftly dissolved in 1874 but their place in history is assured. That first game ended 0-0 with most players playing in their own everyday clothes instead of ‘strips’.


Rangers’ next game was a much different affair and is probably more symbolic of how they would go on to dominate the game in Scotland. Clyde (not the present club incarnation of that name) were seen off 11-0 and Rangers had their first, but not their last victory.


Two games and zero defeats. Scottish football had been put on notice.
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The Scottish Cup


Scotland’s national cup trophy stands second in prestige only to the league championship and wrapped in the romance only a historical national knockout competition can generate. First played for in 1873 between 16 clubs the trophy was first won by Queens Park Rangers. Although Queens Park would dominate the trophy’s early years, they would slowly become a much smaller club and the word Rangers would make several appearances on the trophy alone.


The trophy itself stands two-feet high and predominantly cast from silver. Costing 56 pounds and 13 shillings at the time of its creation, the commission was given to Glasgow gold and silversmiths George Edward & Sons.


Although the Scottish Cup may be the second competition formed in the history of association football, the trophy itself stands as the oldest in the game. The English FA Cup is the oldest tournament, but their trophy has been replaced on more than one occasion while the Scottish Cup has remained the same since the 19th century.


Many a child has dreamt of having their club captain raise the trophy aloft. In total Rangers have won the Scottish Cup 32 times (including war years which are not classed by the club, rightly, as ‘official victories’).


Notable victories include the club’s first-ever capture of the trophy in 1894 (defeating Celtic 3-1); the 1973 win over Celtic (again) 3-2 in what was the centenary year for Rangers and the Scottish FA, the 5-1 demolition of Hearts in 1996 (when Gordon Durie score a hat-trick but had to watch the final be dubbed ‘Laudrup’s game’ after a sensational performance from Brian Laudrup) and who could forget the epic 3-2 victory over Celtic when Rangers came from behind twice and snatched the trophy from Martin O’Neill’s men with a 90th-minute winner from striker Peter Lovenkrands.


There have also been moments of heartache as well, however, during the 20 final losses, such as the last-minute 3-2 defeat to Hibernian in 2016 (currently the last time Rangers reached the final) and the 2-1 loss to Hearts in 1998 which saw the end of the first trophy-laden Walter Smith era.
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Paul Gascoine and Ally McCoist hold 1996 League Cup. Alamy
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The First of Many


Ask these days and you will find there is no such trophy as the Glasgow Charity Cup (also known as the Glasgow Merchants’ Charity Cup), but it holds a special place in the history of Rangers as the first official competition and piece of silverware the club won.


The tournament was created to provide a knockout format and was open to clubs from in and around the Glasgow area, although by invitation only. It consisted of only four teams playing a first round, with each winner moving into the final.


Rangers beat Third Lanark (a club no longer in existence, but at that time a successful Scottish side who won the trophy in the 1889/90 season) 4-1 in the first round before going on to meet another club no longer with us, Vale of Leven, at Hampden. Rangers won the final 2-1. Playing that day were the Vallance brothers Tom, who had played such a significant part in the club’s founding and growth, and Alick who had been named as captain in 1881.




5


That First Flag


The league championship: it is the trophy all clubs aspire to and one that has helped shape and define the history of Rangers. But the first league success the club had needed to be shared with a rival.


Initial invites to join had been sent to 14 clubs: Abercorn, Cambuslang, Celtic, Cowlairs, Dumbarton, Hearts, Rangers, Renton, St Bernard’s, St Mirren, Third Lanark and Vale of Leven. Clyde and Queens Park immediately declined their chance to take part.


Back in 1890, the league championship (with Rangers’ William Wilton as its first treasurer) was seen as playing a secondary role behind the period’s more glamourous trophies such as the Scottish Cup or Glasgow Charity Cup.


But Rangers managed to get their hands on that first-ever championship trophy, starting a near 150-year entanglement. It is fair to say that as far as the league is concerned, it, and Rangers’ DNA, is mixed. Rangers were there on the ground on day one, winning titles. But on this first occasion, and maybe in a beautiful link between the old ‘big’ clubs and the growing power of Rangers, this league title was shared with Dumbarton.


Rangers and Dumbarton had dominated the season with the Gers suffering a solitary loss in their initial 15 games (of an 18-game season). This was neck-and-neck stuff as Rangers hosted title rivals Dumbarton on the penultimate day knowing a win for the visitors would see them crowned champions. Rangers had other ideas, however, and goals from McCreadie, Hislop, Kerr and McPherson saw them run out 4-2 winners on the day. Next up, Celtic.


On Dumbarton’s final day against St Mirren, Rangers faced the men from the East End (Rangers had a further game in hand) knowing victory would put them in the driving seat. But disaster struck as Celtic were able to conjure up a 2-1 victory whilst Dumbarton did their job of beating St Mirren.


Rangers now needed to beat Third Lanark at home or see the ‘Sons of the Rock’ lift the inaugural title, and in a pressure game overcame nerves to secure a 4-1 win, with Alick McKenzie the hero with a hat-trick.


A league committee meeting determined a play-off was required with Dumbarton and Rangers locked at the top on 29 points (this was before goal difference was used; had it been, Dumbarton would have edged the title). Cathkin Park was to be the venue. In the meantime, Dumbarton knocked Rangers out of the Charity Cup.


And so, to the shoot-out, winner takes all. Rangers dominated and thanks to goals from Hislop and McCreadie raced into a two-goal lead. But Dumbarton were not joint leaders for nothing and roared back into the game to make it 2-2 and end the stronger without finding a winner.


A further league committee meeting was necessary in which the vote was deadlocked until the chairman cast the decider. No more replays, the inaugural league would go to both Rangers and Dumbarton.


It may have been shared but fans can rightly claim Rangers Football Club as Kings of Scotland, right from the start.
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Old Firm Victory #1


Saturday, 18 February 1893, four days after Valentine’s. It is a day that every Rangers fan should celebrate with just as much fervour as they do the festival of love.


On that day, Rangers started a love affair with beating Celtic by recording their first-ever victory against the men from the East End of the city. Deciding to do it in a cup final really does feel just like Rangers, who throughout their history have invariably ‘turned up’ when needed.


Around 10,000 filed into the now disused Cathkin Park to watch the Glasgow Cup Final that day, with Celtic strong favourites (the club had been formed just five years before but had swiftly become a strong force in the game) to record their third straight cup victory.


On a waterlogged pitch Rangers started energetically, belying their position as underdogs, and thanks to clever formation and play from the likes of Neil Kerr and captain David Mitchell, subdued Celtic’s formidable forward line.


A 1-0 half-time lead courtesy of Kerr was thoroughly deserved, and Rangers went 3-0 up after the break thanks to another from Kerr, and McPherson. Celtic did manage a consolation goal in the final few seconds, but the final result of 3-1 to Rangers did not flatter the victors in the slightest, who had dominated proceedings from the first whistle.


These were the days when football was a gentleman’s game and reports of the time noted the goodwill of the Celtic officials in agreeing Rangers were deserved victors on the day. A far cry from blaming referees or the weather as many a modern manager does now!
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Scottish Cup #1


1873 saw the first staging of the Scottish Cup, yet it evaded Rangers’ best attempts to get hold of it for 20 years, with the club defeated twice in the final until a sodden Glasgow February day in 1894.


Celtic presented the final foe this time around in a first-ever Scottish Cup Old Firm final. They had managed to win the tournament in the 1891/92 season and after a void game (due to a frozen pitch) had narrowly lost out in the 1892/93 season in a replay 2-1 to Queens Park.


Even though Rangers had seen off the likes of Cowlairs, Leith, Clyde and Queens Park along the way (scoring 18 and only conceding one) they were still considered underdogs by the media and by the majority of the boisterous 17,000 crowd watching at Hampden Park that day.


The weather had reduced the surface to that of a field and as the players kicked off it was noticed that their boots sank into the ground in places. Celtic had the better of the early exchanges with Rangers captain David Mitchell cajoling and encouraging his men to action.


It was 0-0 at half-time, with Rangers having relied on wasteful Celtic finishing and stout defensive play from the likes of Smith and Drummond with Haddow in goal.


Rangers started the second half brightly and opened the scoring through McCreadie. Better fitness and positioning then began to tell as the Gers took control of the game with Barker adding a second before McPherson sealed the destination of the trophy. Celtic did rally slightly and got a consolation goal for their fans.


All agreed Rangers had been on top and decisively handled the league champions. More importantly, that first Scottish Cup had found its way into Light Blue hands. Only once more in their respective histories would Rangers and the trophy wait so long to embrace.
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First Flotation


On Monday 6 March 1899 a small article appeared in the now defunct Scottish Referee newspaper, headed ‘Proposed Flotation’. It read, amongst other things: ‘Next Monday evening a meeting of the Rangers F.C officials and members will be held to consider the proposal to form the club into a limited company.’


The club was looking to raise funds to erect an ‘enclosure’, a stadium in modern terms, and to do so were forced to take the step of a share issue (many a modern chairman can sympathise I suspect).


So began the club’s relationship with share issues and capitalled ownership which would bring great success and arguably even greater calamity. So 9,000 ordinary shares were offered at £1 per share, with another 600 propriety shares priced at £5 each, enough to perhaps pay for a feasibility report into the proposed work these days.
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