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            THE 1990S / THE ARC OF DAVID STEWART’S LIFE AS A PROMINENT BRITISH PHOTOGRAPHER, PARALLELS AND REFLECTS THE TRANSFORMATION OF BRITAIN, AND MORE SPECIFICALLY LONDON, FROM ITS POST-WAR, POST-INDUSTRIAL ERA TO ITS CONTEMPORARY STATUS AS A GLOBAL CULTURAL, MEDIA AND FINANCIAL POWERHOUSE.

            CABBAGE, PRODUCED BY STEWART IN THE 1990S, IS A NARRATIVE SERIES OF STRIKING IMAGES USING LARGE FORMAT PLATES, AT A TIME BEFORE THE COMPUTER HAD REACHED ITS NOW UNIVERSAL DIGITAL OMNIPOTENCE. CABBAGE WAS INFORMED BY HIS TIME IN THE BURGEONING ADVERTISING INDUSTRY, WITH ITS TENDENCY TO TREAT THE SUBJECT AS A PRODUCT. IT IMPLICITLY CHANNELS STEWART’S LONGSTANDING FASCINATION WITH BRITISH POPULAR CULTURE, SPECIFICALLY, POP/ROCK MUSIC, HUMOUR, ART AND FILM.

            IN CABBAGE WE SEE HIM STILL FINDING HIS WAY, EN ROUTE TO HIS LATER MORE SELF-ASSURED AND MATURE STYLE. IT HARKS BACK TO HIS EARLIER YEARS IN THE INDUSTRY, INVOLVING THE PRESENTATION OF BRANDED OBJECTS IN THE CONTEXT OF MARKET COMPETITION. CABBAGE DOES SOMETHING SIMILAR IN THAT IT TURNS FEATURED CHARACTERS INTO PROPS WITHIN A STYLISED SETTING.

            STEWART ORIGINALLY COMES FROM THE NORTH OF ENGLAND AND, ALTHOUGH FOR MOST OF HIS ADULT LIFE HE HAS LIVED IN LONDON, HE STILL HAS CONNECTIONS IN THE NORTH AND RETURNS THERE ON A REGULAR BASIS. THIS IS THE KEY TO FULLY UNDERSTANDING STEWART’S PHOTOGRAPHY, WHICH DESPITE ALL ITS METROPOLITAN SOPHISTICATION, ALWAYS HAS A CERTAIN NO NONSENSE, DOWN TO EARTH NORTHERN-NESS IN OPERATION.

            IN THIS EARLY PHASE OF STEWART’S CAREER WORKING AS A FREELANCE PHOTOGRAPHER, HE WAS WELL POSITIONED TO WITNESS LONDON’S SEISMIC TRANSFORMATION FROM HIS VANTAGE POINT IN ADVERTISING AND MARKETING, THE QUINTESSENTIAL INDUSTRY OF THIS ERA.5
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