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In "Essays in Idleness," Agnes Repplier weaves a tapestry of reflective essays that celebrate the art of leisure and the beauty found in quotidian moments. With her characteristic wit and poetic language, Repplier deftly navigates themes of nature, society, and the intellectual's role within it. Written during a time when industrialization was reshaping the fabric of daily life, her prose resonates with a longing for a simpler existence, emphasizing the importance of cultivating a contemplative spirit amidst the chaos of modernity. Agnes Repplier, an influential essayist born in 1858, drew upon her vast literary knowledge and personal experiences to craft her works. Growing up in a time when women's voices in literature were often marginalized, Repplier carved out a distinct niche through her incisive critiques of society and her insights into human behavior. Her academic background, enriched by classical literature and philosophy, served as fertile ground for her contemplative essays, embodying both erudition and accessibility. "Essays in Idleness" is a must-read for anyone yearning to rediscover the joy of stillness in a frenetic world. Repplier's eloquent observations invite readers to reflect on their own lives, encouraging us to embrace moments of idleness as an essential dimension of the human experience. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A succinct Introduction situates the work's timeless appeal and themes. - The Synopsis outlines the central plot, highlighting key developments without spoiling critical twists. - A detailed Historical Context immerses you in the era's events and influences that shaped the writing. - A thorough Analysis dissects symbols, motifs, and character arcs to unearth underlying meanings. - Reflection questions prompt you to engage personally with the work's messages, connecting them to modern life. - Hand‐picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an effortless, more informed read.
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In "Points of View," Agnes Repplier presents a collection of insightful essays that examine the nuances of perception and perspective across various aspects of life, including literature, culture, and human experience. Repplier's prose is characterized by its elegance and wit, drawing readers in with her sharp observations and evocative language. The book resonates with the late 19th and early 20th-century literary context, demonstrating an affinity for intellectual exploration and an artful engagement with the complexities of modernity, highlighting the multifaceted nature of truth and subjective reality. Agnes Repplier, an eminent American essayist and a prominent figure in early feminist literature, was known for her keen intellect and a distinctive style that blended personal reflection with broader cultural critique. Her experiences as a well-read woman in a patriarchal society informed her perspective, fostering a love for literature and the written word. Repplier's literary journey reflects a commitment to social commentary and the power of ideas, making her a pioneering voice of her time. "Points of View" is a compelling read that invites readers to ponder their own perspectives while engaging with Repplier's astute analyses. For those interested in the intersections of thought and life in the context of literature, her essays offer both depth and delight, making it an essential addition to any literary collection. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A succinct Introduction situates the work's timeless appeal and themes. - The Synopsis outlines the central plot, highlighting key developments without spoiling critical twists. - A detailed Historical Context immerses you in the era's events and influences that shaped the writing. - A thorough Analysis dissects symbols, motifs, and character arcs to unearth underlying meanings. - Reflection questions prompt you to engage personally with the work's messages, connecting them to modern life. - Hand‐picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an effortless, more informed read.
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In "Essays in Miniature," Agnes Repplier showcases her distinctive approach to essay writing, blending wit and insight within a concise framework. The collection highlights her deft command of language as she navigates a plethora of subjects, including art, literature, and the complexities of human experience. Written in an era characterized by rapid changes in society, Repplier's essays resonate with a timeless elegance and provoke thoughtful introspection, making them relevant to both contemporary readers and future generations. Her style reflects the influence of the essayists of the 19th century, with a keen emphasis on personal reflection and astute observation. Agnes Repplier, an esteemed American essayist born in 1855, was deeply influenced by her experiences in a changing world marked by technological advancement and shifting social norms. Her literary career spans decades, during which she developed a distinctive voice that articulated both a celebration and a critique of the modern age. Armed with her keen intellect and profound insights, Repplier crafted essays that not only illuminate her subjects but also reflect her love for literature and history. "Essays in Miniature" is an essential read for anyone who appreciates finely crafted prose that marries intellect with elegance. Readers will find themselves captivated by Repplier's nuanced perspectives and her ability to distill complex ideas into delightful essays that encourage contemplation. This collection serves as a perfect introduction to one of America's noteworthy literary figures, offering a rewarding experience for both casual readers and scholars alike. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A comprehensive Introduction outlines these selected works' unifying features, themes, or stylistic evolutions. - A Historical Context section situates the works in their broader era—social currents, cultural trends, and key events that underpin their creation. - A concise Synopsis (Selection) offers an accessible overview of the included texts, helping readers navigate plotlines and main ideas without revealing critical twists. - A unified Analysis examines recurring motifs and stylistic hallmarks across the collection, tying the stories together while spotlighting the different work's strengths. - Reflection questions inspire deeper contemplation of the author's overarching message, inviting readers to draw connections among different texts and relate them to modern contexts. - Lastly, our hand‐picked Memorable Quotes distill pivotal lines and turning points, serving as touchstones for the collection's central themes.
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In "Varia," Agnes Repplier showcases her keen observational skills and sharp intellect through a series of essays that reflect her deep engagement with the complexities of modern life, art, and society. Written in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, the book is characterized by its elegant prose, rich in wit and a philosophical undertone. Repplier's literary style deftly merges personal reflection with broader cultural commentary, offering insights that remain resonant today. The collection illustrates her ability to weave together seemingly disparate topics into a cohesive narrative that reflects the zeitgeist of her era, all while maintaining a distinctively personal voice. Agnes Repplier, an eminent figure in American literature, was born in 1855 and became renowned for her essays and critiques which often highlighted the intersections of literature, life, and morality. Deeply influenced by her upbringing in a family that valued education and intellectual discourse, Repplier cultivated a profound appreciation for literary culture. Her experiences as a woman writer in a male-dominated literary scene undoubtedly shaped the themes and perspectives found within "Varia," illuminating her keen insights into societal norms and human nature. "Varia" is highly recommended for readers who seek not only to understand the specificities of Repplier's time but also to explore timeless reflections on the human condition. The book serves as a brilliant testament to the power of thoughtful prose, inviting readers to engage with the nuances of life and literature through the eyes of one of America's most articulate voices. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A succinct Introduction situates the work's timeless appeal and themes. - The Synopsis outlines the central plot, highlighting key developments without spoiling critical twists. - A detailed Historical Context immerses you in the era's events and influences that shaped the writing. - A thorough Analysis dissects symbols, motifs, and character arcs to unearth underlying meanings. - Reflection questions prompt you to engage personally with the work's messages, connecting them to modern life. - Hand‐picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an effortless, more informed read.
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In "Compromises," Agnes Repplier deftly explores the nuanced interplay between personal conviction and societal expectations. This collection of essays showcases her distinctive literary style, characterized by keen observation and eloquent prose. Set against the backdrop of the conservative late 19th and early 20th centuries, Repplier critiques social conventions and moral dilemmas faced by individuals, illuminating the tension between integrity and the necessity of compromise in daily existence. Her incisive commentary not only reflects her sharp intellect but also engages readers in a broader discourse on morality and human nature. Agnes Repplier was a prolific American essayist and critic, recognized for her spirited intellect and unwavering commitment to truth. Drawing upon her extensive travels and rich experiences within a rapidly changing society, Repplier's insights are both personal and universal. Her background in literature and philosophy, combined with her sharp wit and keen observance of human behavior, make her an invaluable voice in the context of her time, tackling themes still relevant today. "Compromises" is highly recommended for readers interested in philosophical reflections on morality and society. Repplier's eloquent prose and profound insights provide a compelling lens through which to examine the complexities of human relationships and societal norms, marking this work as an essential read for lovers of thoughtful literature. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A succinct Introduction situates the work's timeless appeal and themes. - The Synopsis outlines the central plot, highlighting key developments without spoiling critical twists. - A detailed Historical Context immerses you in the era's events and influences that shaped the writing. - A thorough Analysis dissects symbols, motifs, and character arcs to unearth underlying meanings. - Reflection questions prompt you to engage personally with the work's messages, connecting them to modern life. - Hand‐picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an effortless, more informed read.

Start Reading Now! (Ad)





Agnes Repplier


In the Dozy Hours, and Other Papers

Enriched edition. Thoughtful Reflections on Culture, Society, and Literature

In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience.

[image: ]

Introduction, Studies and Commentaries by Cole Brewster

Edited and published by Good Press, 2022


goodpress@okpublishing.info



    EAN 4064066198572
  



Introduction




Table of Contents




    This single-author volume gathers a sequence of essays by Agnes Repplier, one of the notable American essayists of the late nineteenth century. The collection presents her reflective and critical prose on books, manners, and the minor perplexities of everyday cultivation. Its purpose is not to provide a complete works, but to assemble a coherent set of papers that illustrate her voice at full clarity: urbane, exact, and attentive to the play between reading and life. Taken together, these pieces furnish a compact portrait of an author who made the familiar essay a forum for judgment, amusement, and civilized conversation.

Situated within the historical conversation of American letters in the late nineteenth century, the collection’s scope is deliberately catholic yet controlled. It ranges from literary appraisal to social observation, from playful speculation to closely reasoned critique. The organizing aim is to bring forward Repplier’s habits of mind—skeptical, fair-minded, and alert to fashion—without forcing them into a single thesis. Readers encounter a curated arc rather than an exhaustive archive, a selection that displays how an accomplished essayist moves from topic to topic while maintaining continuity of tone and concern. The result is an inviting entry point into her broader body of work.

The contents are essays, and they remain essays throughout, though they adopt varied postures within that capacious form. There are reflective studies, pointed pieces of literary criticism, brief character sketches, and essays that take the shape of dialogues for rhetorical agility. Some papers lean toward social satire; others resemble meditations or letters in their intimacy of address, while retaining the public poise of print. No fiction, drama, or verse is attempted here, and the volume does not present diaries or private correspondence. Instead, it offers polished occasional prose, composed for the page and shaped to reward slow, attentive reading.

Within these boundaries, the range of subjects is notably wide. Repplier examines the habits of readers and writers, the fashions of humor on both sides of the Atlantic, the vogue for public lecturing, the responsibilities and trespasses of reviewers, and the rituals of hospitality. She reflects on childhood as an age of its own, weighs the attractions and discomforts of luxury, and engages in speculative argument about the fate of the essay itself. The pieces move easily between cultural commentary and bookish inquiry, and they balance anecdote with analysis. The book is, in essence, a cabinet of essays on civilization.

A unifying thread is her interest in standards: of taste, of behavior, of intellectual honesty. She considers how societies educate judgment, how households enact courtesy, and how critics ought to measure what they assess. The literary world supplies her with examples and counterexamples, yet her concern is larger than literary fashion; it is the calibration of common sense. Another constant is the relation between leisure and cultivation, the pressure modern conveniences exert on character, and the ways reading shapes sympathy. Throughout, she treats the life of the mind not as abstraction but as a daily discipline grounded in experience.

Stylistically, the writing is marked by clarity, measured irony, and tact. Repplier favors balanced sentences, a steady cadence that carries argument without strain, and a vein of dry wit that pricks pretension rather than wounds persons. Her pages are hospitable to literary reference and historical anecdote, yet she never confuses erudition with display. She prefers example to grand pronouncement, and she advances claims through comparison, contrast, and well-chosen detail. The dialogic pieces sharpen this method by letting positions test one another in miniature debate. Above all, the essays honor proportion—scruple, humor, and exactness held in persuasive equilibrium.

The enduring significance of the collection lies in its demonstration of what the familiar essay can do: preserve a cultivated temperament, interrogate the fashions of its moment, and delight by the very quality of its prose. It records a sensibility at work in the public sphere of letters, and it offers contemporary readers a model of criticism that is independent without being abrasive, humane without being lax. As a whole, it invites renewed attention to patience, taste, and conversation—values that suit the reading life in any era. In revisiting these papers, we meet a mind both timely and durably lucid.
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    Agnes Repplier (1855–1950), the Philadelphia essayist, built her career in the Gilded Age and Progressive Era, when magazines shaped national taste. The Atlantic Monthly (edited by W. D. Howells, 1871–81; Thomas Bailey Aldrich, 1881–90; Horace E. Scudder, 1890–98), Harper’s Monthly, and The Century provided her forum and audience. In 1894 Houghton, Mifflin issued In the Dozy Hours, and Other Papers in Boston and New York, consolidating work attuned to transatlantic models and urban readerships. Philadelphia’s sober cultural life and proximity to New York publishing houses grounded her voice. Rising literacy, cheap print, and regular steamship exchange fostered a cosmopolitan essay tradition pitched between scholarship and salon conversation.

Repplier’s practice arises from a lineage running from Michel de Montaigne’s Essais (1580), through Joseph Addison and Richard Steele’s Spectator (1711–12) and Charles Lamb’s Essays of Elia (1823), to Matthew Arnold and Sainte-Beuve. She cultivates quotation, precedent, and urbane wit—devices that assume a shared canon. In Dialogues and Pastels: A Query she meditates on form and critical tact, resisting the declamatory stance of the reformer. Nineteenth-century admiration for periodical prose made such reflective pieces a civilizing instrument. Her readers recognized an essayist who, while alert to novelty, argued by analogy and example, sustaining the old commerce between polite learning and the conversational rhythms of the drawing room.

Late nineteenth-century domestic life, where most essays were read, was changing rapidly. Electric lighting, commercialized after Edison’s 1879 lamp, extended leisure; the Free Library of Philadelphia opened in 1891, and Carnegie libraries multiplied. Etiquette, visiting cards, and the rituals of calling furnished subjects for In the Dozy Hours, alongside Guests, Gifts, Opinions, Sympathy, and A Kitten. Growing humane sentiment—signaled by the ASPCA (1866) and the popularity of pet-keeping, with cat shows from 1871—colored the era’s moral imagination. Repplier registers the comforts and constraints of parlor culture, noting how courtesy, reading, and small generosities steadied urban middle-class life amid the bustle of a mechanizing city.

Industrial prosperity altered manners and anxieties. John Wanamaker’s Grand Depot (Philadelphia, 1876) symbolized the department store and a new theater of display later theorized by Thorstein Veblen in The Theory of the Leisure Class (1899). Electrified streetcars and commuter rails compressed distance; etiquette adapted to crowds, speed, and novelty. The Discomforts of Luxury: A Speculation weighs refinement against fatigue, while Aut Cæsar aut Nihil considers ambition in an age that lionized Carnegie and Rockefeller. A Curious Contention reflects the argumentative temper—Social Darwinism, aestheticism, and civic reform colliding—as Americans negotiated between competitive individualism and older, stoic ideals of self-command, thrift, and moral seriousness.

Family life and childhood, central to civic debates, framed several themes. Compulsory education, first mandated in Massachusetts in 1852 and nationwide by 1918, relocated authority between home and school. Froebelian kindergartens spread after Susan Blow opened one in St. Louis in 1873; reformers from Jane Addams’s Hull House (1889) to the National Child Labor Committee (1904) reshaped policy and sentiment. In Behalf of Parents and The Children’s Age balance filial duty with emerging child-centered pedagogy. The period’s sentimental cult of the child—manifest in magazines, portraits, and school readers—intertwines with arguments over discipline, play, labor, and reading, especially in cities transformed by immigration and industrial schedules.

Repplier’s transatlantic frame informs her reflections on fiction and wit. At the Novelist’s Table situates Dickens, Thackeray, and George Eliot beside William Dean Howells and Henry James, whose essay The Art of Fiction (1884) codified realist craft. Humor: English and American contrasts the urbane strain from Addison and Lamb, and Punch (1841), with platform and frontier humor—Artemus Ward, Bret Harte, and Mark Twain (1835–1910)—popularized through Puck (1871) and lecture halls. The comparison charts national temperaments in tone, manners, and speech, and shows how magazines, circulating libraries, and steamship routes joined London, Boston, New York, and the Mississippi Valley in a single literary marketplace.

Public culture relied on the platform and the periodical as arbiters. The Lyceum movement begun by Josiah Holbrook in 1826 and the Chautauqua assemblies founded in 1874 made lectures a civic institution; star performers ranged from Ralph Waldo Emerson to Robert G. Ingersoll and James McNeill Whistler, whose Ten O’Clock (1885) fused art and oratory. Lectures surveys this prestige. Reviewers and Reviewed locates authorship inside a professionalized critical economy—The Nation (1865), Scribner’s, and The Bookman (1895)—while the International Copyright Act of 1891 reshaped transatlantic publishing. A Forgotten Poet draws on late-Victorian reclamation, sustained by anthologies from Palgrave’s Golden Treasury (1861) to Andrew Lang’s eclectic collections.

Across Repplier’s lifetime, the vehicles of opinion accelerated and diversified. Yellow journalism under Joseph Pulitzer and William Randolph Hearst in the 1890s, the Spanish–American War (1898), the rise of moving pictures (commercial projection from 1895) and radio (after 1920) altered attention and authority. Modernist criticism—T. S. Eliot’s essays after 1919 and H. L. Mencken’s polemics—recast tone and standards. The Passing of the Essay registers anxiety that leisurely, allusive prose would yield to the column, the tract, or the broadcast. Yet In the Dozy Hours, and Other Papers preserves a late nineteenth-century confidence that humane reading and urbane conversation could still steady a mass democracy.
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