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365 RHYMES OF THE DAY


By


Richard Digance




JANUARY


JANUARY 1


 


This day in 1660


Samuel Pepys began his diary


Longer than yours and longer than mine


He kept it going til 1669


Sam wrote in long-hand don’t you know


Well, he would have done all those years ago!


 


The Beatles auditioned in 1962 this day


But Decca Records sent them away


After the songs the executives heard


Brian Poole and the Tremeloes they preferred


In 1964 the penny drops


On the very first showing of Top Of The Pops


 


This day against protest the EEC


In 1958 came to be


Six countries joined together in harmony


Britain joined in 1973


DeGaulle originally blocked Britain’s advance


After all they’d done to liberate France


 


Birthdays; Dianne Warren, JD Salinger, Lorenzo de Medici, J.Edgar Hoover


Died on this day; Bonnie Prince Charlie’s father James Stuart, Hank Williams, Alexis Korner





 


JANUARY 2


 


In 1987 Noddy’s comments were checked


On this day he became politically correct.


The little man with blue hat and bell


Had to change the stories he’d tell


Big Ears wasn’t a friendly name


Golliwogs were considered the same


The powers that be discovered cracks


His red and yellow car didn’t have any tax


Enid Blyton had created a villain


The Times They Are A-Changing sang Dylan


Noddy was out in the proverbial cold


Different stories would need to be told


 


Birthdays; Roger Miller, Wolfe of Quebec, Professor Isaac Asimov, David Bailey, Chick Churchill of Ten Years After


Died on this day; Larry Williams, Tex Ritter, Tom Thumb,





 


JANUARY 3


 


Today is one of those incredible things


The birthday of Tolkien who wrote Lord Of The Rings


Gandalf didn’t get up to his tricks


Until John Ronald Tolkien was 66


Born in South Africa on this date


The year was 1888


Lord Of The Rings did not come alive


Until the year of 1955


On this day a famous potter dies


Josiah Wedgwood, did he have blue eyes?


 


Birthdays; JRR Tolkien, Sir George Martin, Stephen Stills, Victor Borge, Marcus Cicero, Robert Whitehead who invented the torpedo


Died on this day; Zak Foley, Josiah Wedgwood, Jack Ruby, Conrad Hilton





 


JANUARY 4


 


This day in 1885


Mary Gartside was kept alive


What was all the fuss about?


She was the first person to have her appendix out


Dr Williams Grant after procrastination


In Iowa performed the operation


Just 22 was farm-girl Mary


A successful operation though a little scary


 


Here’s a true coincidence


Louis Braille who helped the blind


Was born this day as was Isaac Pitman


Shorthand inventor, so two of a kind


 


Birthdays; Grimm the fairy-tale writer, Michael Stipe of REM, Augustus John, Braille and Pitman, boxer Floyd Patterson


Died on this day; Ralph Vaughan Williams, TS Eliot, Phil Lynott of Thin Lizzy, Joy Adamson, Christopher Isherwood





 


JANUARY 5


 


This day in 1855


A brand new industry came alive.


King Camp Gillette successfully made


The safety razor and razor blade


Was born on this day and born on this date


He invented the razor at age 48


90,000 razors sold in its first year


as beard after beard seemed to disappear


 


Sam Phillips was born on this day


He who got Elvis Presley away


He founded Sun Records in Tennessee


He was born in 1923


 


Birthdays; King Camp Gillette, King Juan Carlos of Spain, Sam Phillips, Diane Keaton,


Died on this day; Charlie Mingus, Edward The Confessor, Catherine de Medici, John Calvin Coolidge, Sonny Bono of Sonny and Cher





 


JANUARY 6


 


This day in 1838


Samuel Morse chose to demonstrate


His code of dots and various dashes


Passed along by electronic flashes


It came in handy to send an SOS


For sailors who were in distress


 


In 1540 after just a few kisses


Henry Vlll married his fourth of six missus


Anne of Cleves, The Flanders Mare


Old Henry loved his bits of spare!!


He married her until he was done


And then along came another one


 


Birthdays; Syd Barrett of Pink Floyd, Rowan Atkinson, Joan of Arc, King Richard ll


Died on this day; Louis Braille, AJ Cronin, Theodore Roosevelt,





 


JANUARY 7


 


Rock and Roll hit the scene


Straight in the charts at 17


Rock and roll came alive


This day in 1955


Bill Haley’s Rock Around the Clock


It was a clock that was never going to stop


In 1927 Abraham Sapperstein


Founded a most unique basketball team


The Harlem Globetrotters took to the court


The World’s greatest sports team? Who would ever have thought?


 


Birthdays; Danny Williams, Gerald Durrell, Charles Addams creator of The Addams Family, Mike McGear, Kenny Loggins


Died on this day; Catherine of Aragon, Emperor Hirohito, John Guerin, Cyril Davies





 


JANUARY 8


 


Elvis Presley came alive


This day in 1935


Here’s a mighty trivia thing


Did you know Elvis was a twin?


Various other singers were born


On this January morn


David Bowie, really David Jones


Spiked his hair and flexed his bones


On this day in 1947


A Space Oddity down from heaven


Shirley Bassey also proved


It was something in the way she moved


Born two years after the king


What joy these new born stars would bring


 


Birthdays; Elvis Presley, David Bowie, Shirley Bassey, Stephen Hawking, Dennis Wheatley


Died on this day; Gallileo, Robert Baden Powell, Captain Corelli, Terry Thomas, Steve Clark





 


JANUARY 9


 


Sir Alexander Fleming, 1929


Gave a penicillin injection


To his assistant Stuart Craddick


To kill off an infection


In St Mary’s Hospital Paddington


His discovery helped survival


Antibiotics came to be


Infections now had a battle rival


 


Birthdays; Joan Baez, Jimmy Page of Led Zeppelin, Clive Dunn from Dad’s Army, Scott Engel, Gracie Fields, Richard Nixon, Lady Randolph Churchill


Died on this day; Napoleon lll, Caroline Herschel, Tony Briggs





 


JANUARY 10


 


Launched in 1985


Everyone knew it wouldn’t survive


Clive Sinclair may have been a computer buff


But with the C5 car he’d created a duff


An electric car far away from computers


To tickle the fancy of London commuters


Sadly for Clive it wasn’t to be


As he slipped into anonymity


 


1949 on this day


LP’s were launched in the USA


Long playing records on this day were heard


Spinning at thirty three and a third


Columbia released the first one today


To beat their arch rivals at RCA


 


Birthdays; Barbara Hepworth, George Foreman, Rod Stewart, Jim Croce, Johnnie Ray, Pat Benatar


Died on this day; Buffalo Bill, Samuel Colt, Anton Karas, Spencer Dryden





 


JANUARY 11


 


A musical day of nostalgic note


Starts in 1958


Jailhouse Rock by Elvis Presley


Chaos would create


Not enough copies were pressed to go round


And so a solution had to be found


The answer was simple they moved the date


And Jailhouse Rock eventually came out a week late


This day in 1963


The Beatles previewed Please Please Me


Appearing on Thank Your Lucky Stars


Neither singing or playing guitars


Four years later in these musical days


Jimi Hendrix recorded Purple Haze


He did sing and he played guitar


A genius to be a fading star


 


Birthdays; Neville Duke, Henry Selfridge, Fred Archer, Vicki Peterson


Died on this day; Jimmy Griffin, Thomas Hardy, Richmal Crompton, Padraic Colum, Mickey Finn of T.Rex





 


JANUARY 12


 


Going back many years


More than most would choose it appears


To when sherbet lemons were stuck together


And we all chewed liquorice that resembled leather


To the days when wagon wheels fitted wagons


When we used words like florins, half-crowns and flagons


When David Nixon performed magical tricks


447216


 


This day in 1948


The London Co-Op opened its gate


Yes not a door but a big green gate


Down the Romford Road went me and my mate


From sensible shoes to weetabix


447216


 


I don’t know what the number did


After all I was just a kid


Divvy is a word that springs to mind


But then I left it all behind


But in my mind that number sticks


447216


 


Birthdays; PW Botha, Edmund Burke, Jack London, Des O’Connor, Anthony Andrews, Joe Frazier, Mel C Spice Girl


Died on this day; Agatha Christie, Sir Isaac Pitman, Nevil Shute who wrote A Town Like Alice





 


JANUARY 13


 


1691 the first of our history makers


George Fox died, he who founded the Quakers


Born in 1926 with not too much hair


Was Michael Bond, creator of Paddington Bear


As was Lord Ted Willis in 1918


He who created Dixon of Dock Green


Great people born today there are plenty


Harry Worth in 1920


An early British comedic star


‘I don’t know why, but there you are!’


One of the greatest was Harry Worth


And the 13th of January is the day of his birth


 


Goodbye to a man who lived by the gun


Though he died of old age at 81


Wyatt Earp alongside Doc Holliday his pal


Won the gunfight at the OK Corral


It may seem a long way back in time


But Wyatt Earp died this day, 1929


Coincidentally on this day another great name


Who is in the American Hall of Fame


He died this day through a failure of liver


Goodbye the man who wrote ‘Ol Man River.’


Stephen Foster, just aged 37


In 1864 on this day went to heaven


 


Birthdays; Lord Ted Willis, Robert Stack, Harry Worth, Sophie Tucker, Suggs of Madness


Died on this day; Wyatt Earp, Stephen Foster, James Joyce, Thomas Lords who designed Lords Cricket Ground





 


JANUARY 14


 


1878 on this very night


At Osborne House on the Isle of Wight


Queen Victoria saw first hand


The most exciting invention in the land


WH Preece, it was he who would tell,


The Queen, of Alexander Graham Bell.


For the first time this day the phone would ring


A new communication it would bring


Somehow it makes no sense at all


Who on earth received the call?


I have a theory


This is what I’ve reckoned.


The first phone that they ever made


Wasn’t as important as the second


 


Birthdays; Sir Cecil Beaton, Warren Mitchell, Faye Dunaway, Jack Jones, Denise Van Outen


Died on this day; Jerry Nolan, Humphrey Bogart, Edmund Halley, Lewis Carroll, Gordon Jackson from The Great Escape, Anthony Eden





 


JANUARY 15


 


1,2,3,4


Country Joe sang what are we fighting for?


1973, on this day


Nixon told the USA


The Vietnam War is in the past


Our boys are coming home at last


Sexist and racist though and through


He meant the girls were coming home too.


This day the pull-out would begin


From the war they couldn’t win


Veterans paraded through New York


Some couldn’t see, some couldn’t walk


Ticker-tape fell from up above


To the Beatles song; All You Need Is Love


Nixon’s tactics had proven flawed


The public cry couldn’t be ignored


He told the nation the job was done


Now the withdrawal had begun.


 


Birthdays; Aristotle Onassis, Martin Luther King, Ivor Novello, Lloyd Bridges, Pete Waterman, Captain Beefheart


Died on this day; Harry Nilsson, Lady Hamilton lover of Nelson, Jack Teagarden





 


JANUARY 16


 


Open the door, switch on the light


The Cavern Club opened for business tonight


1957 the Cavern came to be


The most important venue in pop music history


Six years on beneath the ground


Was bubbling up the Mersey Sound


Liverpool rockers joining together


To change the face of music forever.


Cilla White took the coats at the door


Before she became Cilla Black and did more


The Beatles were still a few years away


But a legendary venue opened today.


Open the door, switch on the light


The Cavern Club opened for business tonight


 


Birthdays; Ethel Merman, Andre Michelin, Sade, Aaliyah, Will Francis of Dr Hook


Died on this day; Sam Chippendale, The Shar of Persia, Toscanini





 


JANUARY 17


 


This day in 1983


Saw the launch of Breakfast TV


Selina Scott and Frank Bough


Presented the show that set it all off


 


Captain Scott, the poor old soul


On this day reached the South Pole


1912 was the year he blew it


Because Amundsen of Norway had beaten him to it


 


It’s Al Capone’s birthday today


Just like his rivals he blows the candles away


For tax evasion he was done


So ended his most violent run


Nearly two hundred and fifty people were shot


By Al Capone as often as not


 


Birthdays; Alphonse Capone, Muhammad Ali, Vidal Sassoon, Compton McKenzie, Anne Bronte, Ertha Kitt, Paul Young, Steve Earle, Chris Montez


Died on this day; Roger Ruskin-Spear, Quintin Hogg, Lord Hailsham, TH White





 


JANUARY 18


 


Captain Cook sailed away


Until 1778 on this day


When the Sandwich Islands he came upon


After a trip both hard and long.


‘Why The Sandwich Islands?’ his first mate said


‘They’re not wedged between two bits of bread.


There is no cheese or ham around


No tuna spread across the ground.’


So Captain Cook changed the name


And Hawaii the Sandwich Islands became


 


Birthdays; Oliver Hardy, AA Milne, Sir Thomas Sopwith, David Ruffin of The Temptations, Peter Roget who created the Thesaurus, Cary Grant, Danny Kaye, Bobby Goldsboro


Died on this day; Rudyard Kipling, Sydney Greenstreet





 


JANUARY 19


 


Phil Everly was born this day in 1939


With brother Don he became a massive star


Singing songs like All I Have To Do Is Dream


Just two guys with harmonies and guitar


When Buddy Holly he helped to carry his hero’s coffin


Paying his respects to an all time great


Had there been no Buddy Holly there’d have been no Everly Brothers


In the charts in 1958


 


1943 Janis Joplin too but at the age of 27


With a body full of heroin she made her way to heaven


Three years later on this day, another singer came


Born in a cabin on the Little Pigeon River, Dolly Parton was her name


Some mothers do have ‘em that is true


Michael Crawford was born in 1942


 


Birthdays; Dolly Parton, Phil Everly, Janis Joplin, Michael Crawford, Robert Palmer, James Watt, Henry Bessemer, Simon Rattle the conductor


Died on this day; Mel Appleby, Carl Perkins, Auguste Mariette who excavated the Sphinx





 


JANUARY 20


 


The day of inauguration for American Presidents


Eight made The White House on this day


Franklin Roosevelt the first would be


Then Eisenhower in 1953


Kennedy in 1961


Lyndon Johnson was the next to come


Richard Nixon then Jimmy Carter


Followed by Reagan the oldest starter


69 years old when he moved in


Then came Bush, enough said about him


 


On this day in 1265


British politics came alive


On this day the first Parliament met


And a democratic path was set


And it still jogs along to this very day


Only because Guy Fawkes did not get his way


 


Birthdays; George Burns, Slim Whitman, Tom Baker Dr Who, Will Young, Gary Barlow of Take That


Died on this day; King George V, Johnny Weismuller the first Tarzan, David Garrick, Bill Albaugh





 


JANUARY 21


 


In the year of 1976


At twenty minutes before midday


One plane set off from England


And another came the opposite way


Two Concordes simultaneously took to the air


One from France and one from Britain


One flew to Brazil and one to Bahrain


And a new page of history was written


 


Supersonic flights became the thing


On the very edge of space


Just 90 seats of pure luxury


Concorde was setting the pace


For over a quarter of a century


Concorde ruled the skies


Until one caught fire on take-off


Which forced the great plane’s demise


 


Birthdays; Telly Savalas, Jack Nicklaus, Christian Dior, Emma Bunton, Edwin Starr, Richie Havens, Benny Hill


Died on this day; Peggy Lee, Cecil B de Mille, George Orwell, Lenin, Louis XVl, Tom Parker Elvis’s manager





 


JANUARY 22


 


This day in 1972


Was the day when Britain joined the EU


Yes this day in 1972


The Irish Republic and Denmark joined too


Politicians insisted nothing would change


Parliamentary power they would not re-arrange


Was it a good thing? Was it bad?


Should we regret it? Should we be glad?


Britain joined up in 1972


And to this day no-one still has a clue


 


But on that same day and on that same year


Don McLean’s American Pie would appear


We didn’t quite understand, no matter how hard we tried


Why it was the day the music died


Was it Buddy Holly? Was it James Dean?


A wonderful song


But what did it mean?


So today let us not be under any illusion


In 1972 this was a day of confusion


 


Birthdays; Francis Bacon, John Hurt, Lord Byron, Michael Hutchence, Sam Cooke, Dixie Dean, Sir Alf Ramsey


Died on this day; Queen Victoria, Lyndon Johnson, Mike Hawthorn





 


JANUARY 23


 


On the afternoon of this day, 2005


Some of the greatest names in Cardiff played live


Eric Clapton and his supporting army


Raised a million for the victims of the tsunami


Snow Patrol, Embrace, Craig David and Keane


Turned out to raise funds for the disaster scene


 


40 years earlier Petula Clark


Took Downtown to the top of the charts


When you’re alone and life is making you lonely


A 40 year gap but the words echoed out….if only


On another side note, today was the time


Britain massacred the Zulus, 1879


 


Birthdays; Manet, Bob Paisley, Django Reinhardt, Pat Simmons of The Doobie Brothers, Anita Pointer


Died on this day; William Pitt the Younger, Charles Kingsley, Paul Robeson, Salvador Dali





 


JANUARY 24


 


January 24th 1958 – Elvis Presley’s Jailhouse Rock was the first ever song to enter the charts straight in at Number One


January 24th 1962 – Brian Epstein signed his management deal with The Beatles


 


To most of us the 24th January, is just another day


But it’s a day of many birthdays and when many passed away.


Randolph Churchill, today in 1895 met his creator


His son Sir Winston also died this day, 70 years later


 


Two Roman Emperors on this day would first appear


Frederick the Great and Hadrian, not so great I fear


Why was he not so great? Well it made no sense at all


He didn’t even live here but he built a huge long wall.


When it comes to downright logic I know this a hard ‘un


Why didn’t he build his wall at home and shove it round his garden?


 


Happy birthday Desmond Morris, Jools Holland and Neil Diamond


But now to the saddest part we’ve come


Remember Joy Adamson’s books of Elsa The Lioness?


Elsa died this day in 1961


 


Birthdays; Desmond Morris, Jools Holland, Neil Diamond, Frederick The Great, Ray Stevens, John Belushi, Warren Zevon


Died on this day; Randolph Churchill, Sir Winston Churchill, David Cole, Caligula





 


JANUARY 25


 


A date that every Scotsman learns


The birthday of Robert Burns


Robert was a matchstick,


With a little dark brown head


That he would stick in water,


Before he went to bed.


One night he felt so tired,


He couldn’t face the core.


So while others gave thanks to above


He gave a sniff and snore.


Soon his bedroom will be ashes


As hotheaded Robert turns.


And his epitaph will be a laugh…..


Remember Robert Burns


 


Birthdays; Robert Burns, William Somerset Maugham, Virginia Woolf, Ewan McColl, Stig Anderson, Lord Lonsdale, Alica Keys


Died on this day; Lamar Williams, Dorothy Wordsworth, Al Capone, Ava Gardener





 


JANUARY 26


 


The clue to who I am begins with my dad


An Essex miller when he was a lad


His name was Charles and mine was too


He built up a business that’s well known to you


Dad set up business in Clacton on Sea


And from his small shop he sold packets of tea


He moved to East London where he opened a store


That sold even more packets of tea to the poor


 


In 1864 I took dad’s business on


From the slums of east London it was time to move on


By the 1890’s due to poor health


I had a staff of sixteen, I couldn’t run it myself


Dad sold me the business for five hundred quid


Without question the best deal that I ever did


I started a catalogue, sixty four pages


I took a thousand pounds a week minus wages


 


In 1883 on this day it was burnt to the ground


A new shop was built and that shop’s still around


Who was my dad? That is the poser


His name was Charles Harrod, a small Essex grocer


 


Birthdays; Andrew Ridgeley, Stephane Grappelli, Paul Newman, Michael Bentine, Roger Vadim


Died on this day; Edward Jenner, Nelson Rockefeller, Edward G Robinson, Donnie Elbert, General Gordon,





 


JANUARY 27


 


Although he died aged 35


He did a lot whilst still alive


Wolfgang Mozart was born this day


A classic birth some would say


1756 the year


When to Mozart his parents first lent an ear


 


When it comes to the famous, it’s agreed


Mozart was a famous man indeed.


Words are short, and words are long,


They turn a tune into a song.


Words are more than incidental.


Or a song would stay an instrumental.


Literary people use so many.


Mozart it seems, did not know any.


 


Birthdays; Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, Lewis Carroll, Elmore James, Mark Owen of Take That, Jerome Kern, Sir Brian Rix


Died on this day; Giuseppe Verdi, Tommy Sopwith





 


JANUARY 28


 


A great man died, make no mistake


Today saw the death of Sir Francis Drake


He who left the shore behind


To float about in The Golden Hind


1596 was the year


Beneath the sea he’d disappear


Suffering from dysentery


They threw his body in the sea


Not a single seaman ever tried harder


To win the day over the Spanish Armada


A great man died, make no mistake


Today saw the death of Sir Francis Drake


 


Birthdays; Henry Vll, Artur Rubinstein, Jason Pollock, Jim Callaghan, Ronnie Scott, Rick Allen


Died on this day; Sir Francis Drake, William Yeats, Henry Vlll, Keven Conner, Jim Capaldi





 


JANUARY 29


 


Brenda Spencer, just sixteen, stepped way out of line


Killed two people and wounded more in 1979


All because she didn’t like Mondays was her sad excuse


Bob Geldolf and The Boomtown Rats put her quote to use


Her father had bought her a rifle as gift on Christmas Day


And with the stupid present, she blew them all away


On this day good things happened too


The Bangladesh Concert, 1972


George Harrison and the orange boxed set


No record collector can forget


 


Birthdays; Leadbelly, Sacha Distel, WC Fields, Victor Mature, Tom Selleck, Tony Blackburn,


Died on this day; Willie Dixon, King George lll, Jimmy Durante





 


JANUARY 30


 


Four men were in a bit of a fix


This day in the year of 1606


This was the day they were hung drawn and quartered


Caught out when the Gunpowder Plot faltered


Digby, Winter, Grant and Bates were the four


To hang from a rope for breaking the law


Can you believe on the very same day


King Charles l went but in a different way


For the things he did and the things he said


Richard Brandon the axe-man chopped off his head


It is said he earned just thirty pound


For knocking poor Charlie’s head to the ground


 


Birthdays; Boris Spassky, Gene Hackman, Steve Marriott, Martyn Balin, Franklin D Roosevelt, John Profumo


Died on this day; The Gunpowder Plot team, King Charles l, Edward Lear, Mahatma Gandhi, Orville Wright, Stanley Holloway





 


JANUARY 31


 


Following on from yesterday we think we should say


Guy Fawkes himself was hung on this day


Bonnie Prince Charlie died today too


As did AA Milne who wrote Winnie The Pooh


 


This day in 1983


Seat belts became compulsory


Regards things being held here’s another date


Scotch Tape arrived in 1928


 


Birthdays; Justin Timberlake, Phil Collins, Anna Pavlova, Franz Schubert, Lord Soper, Johnny Rotten,


Died on this day; AA Milne, Bonnie Prince Charlie, Guy Fawkes, Sam Goldwyn




FEBRUARY


FEBRUARY 1


 


1949 on this day


A landmark RCA made


They came up with a bit of a gem


Records at 45rpm


It had only been 78’s until then


78’s were dying out


 


This day in 1979


Another landmark reached


From Birmingham Trevor Francis was bound


To Nottingham Forest for a million pound


It was Brian Clough who broke new ground


The first million UK transfer


 


Birthdays; Clark Gable, Don Everly, Lisa Marie Presley, Sir Stanley Matthews


Died on this day; Dick James, Mary Shelley, John Buchan, Buster Keaton





 


FEBRUARY 2


 


This day in 1852


Saw the opening of the first public loo


In Fleet Street men could have a leak


Relief for men with bladders weak


Ladies opened the following week


In Bedford Street off The Strand


 


This day in 1959


Buddy Holly sang for the very last time


In Iowa Buddy and his crew


Ricky Valens and The Big Bopper too


This night the final curtains drew


They died the following day


 


Birthdays; Nell Gwynne, Jesse Boot the chemist, James Joyce, David Jason, Graham Nash, Eva Cassidy


Died on this day; Sid Vicious, Bertrand Ruseel, boxer John L Sullivan





 


FEBRUARY 3


 


This is the day of the sacred Margaret


Patron Saint of pregnant women


Apparently a dragon had her for tea


So inside it Margaret happened to be


Until she made her attempt to be free


By climbing out of its stomach


 


1730 time for change


As we welcomed the London Stock Exchange


1730 was the year


In the papers prices would appear


Rises and falls would be made clear


In the Daily Advertiser


 


They say an entire nation cried


When they heard that Buddy Holly had died


At the tender age of 23


Along with Richie Valens and JP


JP was Big Bopper to you and me


That’ll be The Day this day would be


This will be the day when I die


 


Birthdays; Mendelssohn, Frankie Vaughan, Dave Davies of The Kinks, Lord Robert Cecil


Died on this day; Buddy Holly, Richie Valens, Big Bopper, Boris Karloff, Woodrow Wilson, Joe Meek





 


FEBRUARY 4


 


1983 Goodbye To Love


Karen Carpenter had flown above


Anorexia nervosa had set in


Karen’s body tired and thin


On this day finally jacked it in


At the age of 32


 


On this day in 1938


An appointment was made that wasn’t too great


Adolf Hitler took control


Of the German army as a whole


On the whole world it took its toll


As war began just one year later


 


Birthdays; Charles Lindberg, Norman Wisdom, Alice Cooper, Natalie Imbruglia


Died on this day; Liberace, Karen Carpenter, Gwen Guthrie





 


FEBRUARY 5


 


Pioneering price-breaker


Unlucky Freddie Laker


1982 his airline hit the ground


Owing nearly 300 million pound


But for the new holidays Freddie Laker found


The nation is forever grateful


 


Speaking of things that fell from heaven


The year was 1957


Bill Haley and the Comets on this day


Landed for the first time in the UK


The start of rock and roll they say


As we rocked around the clock


 


Birthdays; Sir Robert Peel, Alex Harvey, Adlai Stevenson, Charlotte Rampling, Frank Muir, Al Kooper and Bob Marley


Died on this day; Thomas Carlyle, Doris Coley of The Shirelles, Banjo Peterson





 


FEBRUARY 6


 


This was the day the world would see


The first programmes launched on Sky TV


The year was 1989


When Rupert Murdoch gave a sign


That the majors had to fall in line


With the TV revolution


 


A landmark in music way back when


George Harrison joined the Quarrymen


There’d be lots of twists and lots of shouts


Once Paul McCartney had left the scouts


Something was happening there were no doubts


The Quarrymen became The Beatles


 


1958 was the year


The Quarrymen would first appear


But on the same day and same year


Football fans shed a tear


An entire team would disappear


In the Munich Air Disaster


 


Birthdays; Babe Ruth, Ronald Reagan, Eva Braun, Christopher Marlowe, Zsa Zsa Gabor, Natalie Cole, Mike Batt, Billy Wright, Freddie Trueman


Died on this day; King Charles ll, Capability Brown, King George Vl, King Tubby reggae producer





 


FEBRUARY 7


 


On this day in 1989


Believe this if you will


Sardines from the sky fell down


Upon a small Australian town


Cats and dogs caused a frown


But fish? Quite remarkable


 


Ipswich was the place where this occurred


Thirty miles in-shore


A massive storm over the sea


Caused this happening to strangely be


And proven scientifically


Another fishy miracle


 


Tons and tons of little fish


Falling from the sky


An updraught caused the fish to rise


Several miles into the skies


In front of disbelieving eyes


They then fell on the locals


 


Birthdays; Charles Dickens, Dame Dora Bryan, Garth Brooks, King Curtis, Sir Thomas More, Alan Lancaster of Status Quo


Died on this day; Big Punisher the rapper, William Boyce and Buddy Holly’s funeral took place





 


FEBRUARY 8


 


American movies greatest son


Born this day in 1931


James Dean was born this day


He gave us just three films before he passed away


But a cult hero anyway


A rebel without a cause


 


Mastermind was launched on this day


In 1971


Different coloured buttons different permutations


A game that enveloped 80 nations


Surpassing all its expectations


Selling 55 million sets


 


Birthdays; Dame Edith Evans, Jack Lemmon, Dan Seals, Lana Turner, Jules Verne


Died on this day; Del Shannon, Mary Queen of Scots, Max Yasgur whose field gave us Woodstock





 


FEBRUARY 9


 


Edward Heath came to grief


In 1972


For three months the miners were out


Imports was what it was all about


It would bring him down without a doubt


He declared a state of emergency this day


 


On historical poems such as these


We can’t ignore the first striptease


At The Moulin Rouge in France


Mona performed the first naked dance


Dirty men sat in a trance


In 1893


 


Birthdays; Brendan Behan, Ronald Colman, Carole King, Holly Johnson, Joe Ely, Jim Laker


Died on this day; Dostoevsky, Bill Haley, Sophie Tucker, Percy Faith





 


FEBRUARY 10


 


Music reached a landmark


In 1942


Gold discs this year were invented


The first to Glenn Miller was presented


For the first million sales he was complimented


It was Chattanooga Choo Choo


 


This day in 1976


Elvis Presley joined the force


With Memphis Police he would serve


As a fully sworn-in reserve


From his duties he couldn’t swerve


Yes Elvis became a copper


 


Birthdays; Roberta Flack, Samuel Plimsoll, Harold MacMillan, Robert Wagner, Greg Norman, Mark Spitz, Jimmy Merchant


Died on this day; Dave Alexander, Edgar Wallace, Joseph Lister





 


FEBRUARY 11


 


For he’s a jolly good fella


Welcome to freedom Nelson Mandela


Near Cape Town he’d been locked away


An involuntary 27 year stay


Mandela was released on this day


Way back in 1990


 


The Lincolnshire grocer’s daughter


Became Tory leader on this day


Margaret Thatcher was her name


Tory Leader she became


The Iron Lady unions would tame


The year was 1975


 


Birthdays; Burt Reynolds, Mary Quant, John Surtees, Gene Vincent, Kelly Rowland, Sheryl Crow Gerry Goffin


Died on this day; John Buchan, Lee J Cobb





 


FEBRUARY 12


 


In 1887 on this day


Alexander Graham Bell gave a demonstration


Did you know his mother was deaf?


His wife was too, which saved him breath


Neither would know houseflies hum in F


An irrelevance but very funny


 


Who was Harry Lindfield


Who died in 1898?


Born in Brighton he’d make a splash


As the first ever victim of a car crash


Served him right for being flash


So few had cars in those days


 


Birthdays; Abraham Lincoln, Marie Lloyd, Franco Zeffirelli, Lorne Greene, Michael McDonald, Charles Darwin


Died on this day; Lady Jane Grey, Lillie Langtrey, Lorne Greene died on his birthday





 


FEBRUARY 13


 


So many birthdays on this day


Some still alive some passed away


Robbie Williams and Oliver Reed


Similar hobbies I think it’s agreed


Here’s an interesting fact by the way


Tale That also split up on this day


Peter Gabriel and Peter Tork


Remember Sixteen Tons?


Tennessee Ernie Ford did that song


All the 50’s kids sang along


Kim Novak, George Segal


Georges Simeone The Maigret creator


 


Birthdays; as above


Died on this day; Catherine Howard, Cellini, Christabel Pankhurst, Jean Renoir the painter’s son





 


FEBRUARY 14


 


Happy Valentine everyone


Cards? I hope you all got one


On this day in 1968


Who can forget an all-time great?


Come on without come in within


Manfred Mann sang The Mighty Quinn


Bob Dylan covers was becoming the thing


1987 welcome Bon Jovi


 


A new hospital would appear


1852 was the year


Great Ormond Street Hospital opened its door


To London’s sick children rich or poor


No need for helplessness anymore


For little Eliza Armstrong


 


Birthdays; Jack Benny, Kevin Keegan, Tim Buckley, Vic Briggs of The Animals


Died on this day; Captain Cook, King Richard ll, PG Wodehouse, Fiorenzo Lorenzo





 


FEBRUARY 15


 


On this day in 1971


The poor old pound shilling and penny was done


Threepenny pieces, Half a crown


Were no longer used in a British town


One hundred pennies now in a pound


However did that come to be?


No more penny whistles to play


No more tanners as from today


 


Birthdays; King Louis XV, Sir Ernest Shackleton, Claire Bloom, Jane Seymour, Galileo, John Helliwell, Graham Hill
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