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Physical Characteristics of the Yorkshire Terrier


(from the American Kennel Club breed standard)


 


Ears: Small, V-shaped, carried erect and set not too far apart.


Head: Small and rather flat on top, the skull not too prominent or round.


Eyes: Medium in size and not too prominent; dark in color and sparkling with a sharp, intelligent expression. Eye rims are dark.


Nose: Black.


Muzzle: Not too long, with the bite neither undershot nor overshot and teeth sound. Either scissors bite or level bite is acceptable.


Forelegs: Straight, elbows neither in nor out. Dewclaws on the forelegs may be removed.
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Body: Well proportioned and very compact. The back is rather short, the back line level, with height at shoulder the same as at the rump.


Colors: Blue: Is a dark steel-blue, not a silver-blue and not mingled with fawn, bronzy or black hairs. Tan: All tan hair is darker at the roots than in the middle, shading to still lighter tan at the tips.


Tail: Docked to a medium length and carried slightly higher than the level of the back.


Coat: Quality, texture and quantity of coat are of prime importance. Hair is glossy, fine and silky in texture. Coat on the body is moderately long and perfectly straight (not wavy).


Hind legs: Straight when viewed from behind, but stifles are moderately bent when viewed from the sides. Feet are round with black toenails. Dewclaws, if any, are generally removed from the hind legs.
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Underneath his delicate beauty and flowing blue-and-tan tresses, the Yorkie possesses true terrier pluck and personality.
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While the Industrial Revolution led most of the world toward pursuing the bigger and better, some brilliant engineers sought smaller and better. The Yorkshire Terrier is a remarkable man-made creation of the mid-19th century, at a time when British dog enthusiasts were crossing many types of terriers in order to develop dogs handsomely suited for their needs. In the counties of Yorkshire and Lancashire, the breed we now know as the Yorkshire Terrier emerged in its most recognizable form. The first shows for toy terriers in Great Britain began in 1860, and “Yorkshires” from these two textile counties were counted among the first ribbon holders.
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The Yorkshire Terrier is a unique British creation and is counted among the world’s most popular dogs.
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The Toy Manchester Terrier may have been in the family tree of the Yorkshire Terrier.


EARLY DEVELOPMENT


Which breeds contributed to the composition of the Yorkshire Terrier, however, is still a great debate. Among the contenders are the Toy Manchester Terrier, Maltese, Skye Terrier, Dandie Dinmont Terrier and two extinct breeds known as the Paisley Terrier and the Clydesdale Terrier. The Paisley Terrier is described as smaller than the Skye Terrier and shorter in back, with gray coloration and a rougher coat. The Clydesdale Terrier also bore resemblance to the Skye Terrier of today, with the characteristic well-feathered prick ears, a floor-length coat in dark blue with tan markings on the face, legs and feet, and a long body. Both the Clydesdale and the Paisley were formidable ratters, used by miners down in the shafts to kill rats that interfered with their work. The Clydesdale, Paisley and Skye Terriers receive credit for the Yorkshire Terrier’s length of coat; the Maltese for coat and the diminutive size; and the Manchester for coloration. The silken texture of the Yorkie’s coat could have come from all of the longer coated dogs in the mixture, even though the Paisley and Clydesdale were usually rough-coated. Whenever silky-coated puppies occurred in a Paisley or Clydesdale litter, they were discarded until a fad for silky coats emerged. Both of these rough-coated terriers lost favor and their numbers began to diminish significantly.
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The Skye Terrier, although significantly larger than the Yorkie, is thought to be in the breed’s bloodlines, possibly contributing its unique color genes.
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The Maltese, with its long, flowing hair, may be a Yorkshire Terrier ancestor.


The smaller Manchester Terriers that were incorporated into the early stock were fierce ratters, working side by side with the miners, killing off the vermin, with neither fear nor sympathy towards their prey. These dogs killed rats not only for employment but also for entertainment. Toward the end of the 19th century, rat-killing contests became very popular. The small black and tan terriers, with their smooth coats and fiery temperaments, proved very adept at the quick-fire killing of their ratine foes. Judged against the clock, the dogs had to kill as many rats as possible in a given time frame. Some dogs were able to slay a couple hundred rats in a mere ten-minute time frame!


PIONEERS IN ENGLAND


From Manchester, England, Peter Eden has been hailed, perhaps erroneously, as the main “manufacturer” of the Yorkshire Terrier, even before the breed acquired that name. Eden was not only an expert breeder of Pugs and Bulldogs but also a top dog show judge. His key stud dog was named Albert, who won many prizes at the shows as a young dog. Albert, the first name in The Kennel Club Stud Book as a Yorkshire Terrier, competed as a Broken-haired, Scotch and Yorkshire Terrier. Eden’s influence on the breed was, without a doubt, considerable, though he probably was not the true “engineer” of the Yorkshire Terrier. It is said that he purchased dogs from the men of Yorkshire and used them in his program. We are certain that he was a master breeder. Mr. Eden’s dogs were among the first to possess the desirable blue silky coats marked with mahogany coloration on the head and legs, and a characteristic tuft of hair on the head to drape over the eyes. In fact, Mr. Eden’s great dog Albert appears in Huddersfield Ben’s pedigree many times on both sides, being twice a great-great-grandfather!
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The modern Yorkshire Terrier is a placid lap dog in most cases. Its ratting days are over, as the modern Yorkie is smaller than its ancestors.




GENUS CANIS


Dogs and wolves are members of the genus Canis. Wolves are known scientifically as Canis lupus while dogs are known as Canis domesticus. Dogs and wolves are known to interbreed. The term “canine” derives from the Latin-derived word Canis. The term “dog” has no scientific basis but has been used for thousands of years. The origin of the word “dog” has never been authoritatively ascertained.
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Although Mr. Eden enjoys the credit for engineering the Yorkshire breed, he does not receive more accolades than Mrs. M. A. Foster for showing and winning in the show ring. Mrs. Foster purchased Huddersfield Ben and exhibited him enthusiastically as well as the other dogs that she bred herself. Ben won nearly 100 prizes attached to Mrs. Foster’s leash. Another of Mrs. Foster’s top dogs was known as English Champion Ted, the winner of nearly 300 awards. Mrs. Foster promoted the breed by winning glamorously in the show ring and placing promising puppies in the hands of enthusiastic newcomers to the show scene. Mrs. Foster did for the Yorkshire Terrier breed, back in the 1860s, what we can only hope prominent breeders do for new owners today: encourage and guide new fanciers in the breed, and teach responsibility and proper care. Mrs. Foster raised her Yorkshire Terriers with the utmost care, showed the dogs in top condition and only exhibited the desirably typey dogs. Unlike many exhibitors today, who will enter the ring with a second-rate dog, Mrs. Foster blazed trails for the Yorkshire Terrier breed. She was never seen promoting an inferior dog. Additionally, she was the first woman to be invited to judge a dog show in England. This occurred in 1889. Although her prowess in the sport was well known, it was previously unheard of for a woman to serve in this prestigious capacity.
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An early 20th-century Yorkshire Terrier, Mrs. M. A. White’s dog called Sensation, was considered a model for the breed.
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Very popular Yorkies in 1903 were Mr. C. E. Firmstone’s dogs: from left to right, Mynd Damaris, Mynd Idol and The Grand Duke.


At this point in the development of the breed, the set weight of the dogs was around 8 to 10 pounds, significantly reduced from the original size of up to 15 pounds. These smaller dogs, typical of the ones bred by Mr. Eden and Mrs. Foster, represent the trend that the breed would take over its first few decades. The Victorian sensibility for the petite and beautiful had a lasting effect on the breed, and full-grown dogs would eventually weigh in at around 2.5 to 3 pounds!




YORKIE EXPERT AND WOMEN’S LIBBER


Prominent Yorkie breeder and exhibitor Mrs. Foster was the first woman ever to judge a dog show. The year was 1889, when the Women’s Movement was well under way.
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Eng. Ch. Victoria, bred by Mrs. A. Swan, was born in July 1932 and won many awards at shows in Britain.




AH, POSTERITY!


The only known photograph of the great Huddersfield Ben appears in the first book on the breed, The Yorkshire Terrier, authored by Sam Jessop. It is a most unflattering portrait of this prepotent sire and grand little gentleman. It was taken after his death, fully mounted by a taxidermist.
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While the first dog show, in 1859, at Newcastle-on Tyne, only offered classes for sporting dogs (pointers and setters), the show at Birmingham the following year included toy terriers. Birmingham, by the way, is the present location of England’s most prestigious and oldest show, the Crufts Dog Show. “Yorkshires,” though not by name, were present at the show. “Scotch” or “Broken-haired Terriers” were the names usually applied to dogs in these toy terrier classes. The ancestors of our Cairns, Scotties, Dandie Dinmonts and Skyes were likely included in these classes. Not until the Yorkshire Terrier Club became established in 1898 did the dogs compete under the uniform appellation “Yorkshire Terrier.”


The term “toy terrier” would seem to have initiated a veritable scandal for those interested in the Yorkshire Terrier. Since many of the Yorkie’s contributing forefathers were rough-and-tumble, rough-coated terriers, certain fanciers preferred the Yorkshire to be a true working terrier. The other camp, guided by their Victorian ideals, sought a diminutive silky-coated dog, suitable for warming your lap instead of exterminating the vermin in your stables. This camp desired a toy dog, not a terrier! Some dedicated Yorkshiremen, well known as industrious and clever dogmen, wanted a competent rat-killer that was also attractive. Thus, the first batch of “Yorkshire pudding” was whipped up, crossing the talented and fearless Broken-haired terriers with the smaller and somewhat unusual Clydesdale, no less undaunted in the rat pits. There is no doubt that it took many additions to the recipe, at least six different terrier types, to finally reach the desirable, dutiful Yorkshire Terrier—a diminutive charmer in blue and bronze, capable of the task at hand. It would seem that the long coat of the Yorkshire Terrier would interfere with the task of killing rats underground. Not necessarily, as some historians purport that the long coat gave the miners something to grab onto to pull the dog out of the ground. As the Yorkshire Terrier developed, the controversy between terrier and toy faded, since many workers decided that the Yorkshire was an excellent worker, despite its fancy appearance. Today the breed is still the hearty little terrier, though his smaller size and sweet personable character have become his hallmark claims to fame. The Yorkshire’s ability to warm his owner’s home, in modern times, certainly outclasses his ability to keep it vermin-free.
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Eng. Ch. Tinker of Glendinan as he appeared at The Kennel Club Show held in 1933.


The Yorkshire Terrier was among the first breeds recognized by the newly formed Kennel Club in 1873. A quarter century passed, however, before the breed’s official standard was drafted. Established in 1898, England’s Yorkshire Terrier Club formed in order to write a standard for the breed.


THE YORKSHIRE TERRIER IN THE U.S.


The first blue and tan to be heralded in the land of the red, white and blue was Belle, a bitch whelped in 1877, owned by Mr. A. E. Godeffroy. Belle was registered before the American Kennel Club (AKC) was formed, in a ledger belonging to A. N. Rouse. Two other early imports, among the first in the AKC Stud Book, were known as Jim and Rose, both derived from Scottish breeding. They were owned by J. A. Nickerson and R. R. Bushell of Boston, Massachusetts.
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MURDER BY THE DOZEN


In the rat pits, Yorkies were used to kill rats against the clock. Among the great Yorkshire Terriers who excelled in the rat contests was Huddersfield Ben, one of the most important early Yorkshire Terriers, the sire of many champions. He died in 1871. Ben was bred by W. Eastwood of Huddersfield and later sold to Mrs. M. A. Foster of Bradford.
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Eng. Ch. Rose of the World, a typical champion Yorkshire Terrier of the 1932 season, as she appeared at the Ladies Kennel Association.


Around 1900, George Stedman Thomas, who had imported four of the original Yorkshire Terriers to the States, joined forces with Charles N. Symonds to promote the breed in the U.S. It is Thomas who is credited for championing the Yorkie in the breed ring, and he exhibited his dogs at Westminster Kennel Club for over 25 years. He and his wife won many first prizes during this period and really put the little Yorkie on the show-dog map in the U.S.




WHAT’S IN A NAME?


The word terrier in Yorkshire Terrier has real meaning. The early members of the breed were terrific ratters. Admittedly these early Yorkies weighed in at around 14 pounds, compared to the wee 5-pound dogs we cherish today.


[image: image]





Another noteworthy pioneer of the breed was Goldie Stone, who began her well-respected Petite Kennels in 1929. She continued to produce show winners for over 50 years, including many Group-winning and Best in Show dogs. Along with Goldie Stone were a number of other great pioneers from the 1920s, including John Shipp (Rochdale), Mrs. Emanuel Batterby (Hunslet), Anna Radcliffe, William Thompson, Mrs. W. A. Beck, E. Proctor, Julie McGoldbrick, Mrs. August Kohlmeyer and Andrew Patterson (Columbine).


The 1930s was marked by many significant wins for Yorkies in the ring. The year 1933 began a remarkable trend for the breed at the Westminster Show. Earl Byng placed fourth in the Group at Westminster, and, in 1934, Ch. Haslingden Dandy Dinty placed third. Both of these dogs were owned by Andrew Patterson. For the next three years, Yorkies placed in the Group: Ch. Rochdale Queen of the Toys, owned by John Shipp, in 1935; and Ch. Bobbie B. III, owned by Samuel Baxter, in 1936 and 1937. After a string of impressive wins, finally in 1939, a Yorkie won the Group: Ch. Miss Wynsum, owned by Arthur Mills, the owner of the Millbarry Kennels, easily the most prominent Yorkie breeders of the 1930s. Many decades would pass before a Yorkie would win Best in Show at Westminster.




WKC


The Westminster Kennel Club Dog Show, held annually since 1877, is the oldest continuous dog show in the world. This unique American event, second only to the Kentucky Derby as oldest sporting event in the U.S., attracts 2,500 dogs each year at Madison Square Garden in New York City. Only one Yorkshire Terrier has ever won Westminster, and it took the breed over 100 years to do so: Ch. Cede Higgins, owned by Barbara and Charles Switzer, claimed top honors in 1978.
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The breed rose in popularity in the 1940s, and there were many breeders of note who produced top-winning Yorkies. Among the leaders were Kay Finch (Crown Crest), Aileen Markley Martello (Stirkean, from Goldie Stone), Theron and Bette Trudgian (Trudg-Inn), Mrs. Stanley E. Ferguson, Myrtle Durgin, Pearl Johnson, Stella Sally Myers and Ruby Erickson.


The 1950s saw American breeders in greater numbers than ever as well as the founding of the Yorkshire Terrier Club of America in 1951, when a group of ten influential Yorkie fanciers from around the country met at the California home of Kay Finch. The following year, the club held its first sanctioned match in Los Angeles, with over 50 Yorkies entered. The club was accepted by the AKC in 1958 and the breed standard, based largely on the British standard, was accepted by 1966. That standard has remained in effect, with minor changes, until the present day. The club has grown to include over 500 members with over 20 regional clubs around the country. The Yorkie Express, a quarterly newsletter, is distributed by the club.


The Yorkie’s stronghold in the States began to firm up in the 1950s and the following decades, and the legions of breeders are too many to name in this brief chapter. It goes without saying that the Yorkshire Terrier in the U.S., through the efforts of the parent club and thousands of dedicated breeders, exhibitors and judges, has become the nation’s number-one Toy breed. The American Kennel Club registers around 40,000 Yorkie puppies each year out of about 25,000 litters! The quality of the breed in the States continues to be high and the breed is in the competent hands of the many responsible fanciers who devote their worlds to the irresistible Yorkshire Terrier.
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An Irish Yorkshire Terrier named Little Pickwick was owned by Miss Sally Logan of Belfast. At the 1931 Navan Dog Show, held in County Meath, Ireland, it won First Any Variety Toy, First Any Variety Terrier, First Yorkshire Terrier and Best Yorkshire in Show.




WHO’S AFRAID OF THE BIG BAD MOUSE!


If you have ever known a Yorkshire Terrier, there is little doubt that this toy dog knows well his fearless, animated ancestors. While he is considerably too small to take on a full-grown rat (that could easily outweigh him), he is more than willing to do battle with a mouse.
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According to Hutchinson’s Encyclopedia,  published in the 1930s, “A Yorkshire Terrier’s coat needs cultivating with extreme care, especially the full beard and moustaches, which should never be left untied. Coats that trail the ground should be rolled in paper and securely tied to allow the dog maximum freedom of movement.”
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One of Mrs. Swan’s best examples (1933) of a Yorkshire Terrier.
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Yorkshire Terriers are so popular now because they are beautiful, small and intelligent. They are like living dolls…but unlike a doll, a dog needs proper care and attention.
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THE JOY OF LOVING A YORKIE


Who can resist the charms of a Yorkshire Terrier? What could shake the blues from your lonely evening more readily than a blue and tan toy terrier? It would appear that most anyone inclined to own a Yorkshire Terrier should do so! There are so many gigantic advantages wrapped up in this smallest of toy terriers.


Given the tiny size of the breed, the Yorkshire does not impose upon your space. You do not need a palatial estate with a top-security fence. You do not need a large home to provide ample exercise for the dog indoors. You do not need to stress your budget to afford to feed the dog. You do not need to purchase expensive equipment to train, house and otherwise accommodate the Yorkshire Terrier.


You do need to open your heart to this 3-pound wonder and learn to give yourself freely and without reservation to another living creature. The Yorkshire Terrier welcomes everyone into his world. He is a trusting soul, who shares his affectionate ways with anyone kind and goodhumored enough to spend time with him. Yorkies like people most of all. While they get along with most other dogs, they are not clannish or selfish. Owners are advised to supervise the introduction of their Yorkies to larger dogs. Even though your Yorkie will not be afraid of a larger dog, such as a Doberman Pinscher or German Shepherd, the larger dog may not realize his own strength. Many Yorkies have been harmed by larger dogs that playfully mouthed them or pawed down at them. Once the larger dog realizes that the Yorkshire Terrier is a member of his canine clan, he will want to “talk dog” with the Yorkie, unaware of the Yorkie’s genteel status.
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A pet Yorkie can be kept in a clipped coat, greatly reducing the amount of coat care and grooming.


Although not the size of a guard dog, the Yorkshire Terrier is most protective of his home and people. He still possesses all the fire of his terrier ancestors—he is fearless beyond his size. A Yorkshire Terrier, whose temper is incited, will make quite a display of spit and attitude when protecting his owner’s property, car or home. Yorkies have the memory of elephants! Once you cross a Yorkie and he brands you a foe, he will never forget your transgression.


For the most part, Yorkies love to have great fun. They are not vindictive, despite their serious ways in serious times. As with most other toy dogs, play is a way of life! Simple games, such as rolling a ball, chasing a string, fetching a bone, etc., make the Yorkie a happy pal to have about. His extroverted personality, coupled with his playful air, make him an ideal choice for young and old alike. Jumping about the furniture and leaping after imaginary mice and other foes, the Yorkshire Terrier can entertain even the most reserved of guests.
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