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PREFACE



Human sexuality is a hot topic in society today. In recent years the debate has become more heated, more wide ranging and more polarised. Furthermore, opinion in society as a whole, and in some cases the law of the land, have also changed out of all recognition compared to where they were only a few years ago.


I have tried to marshal some of the comments and questions that frequently crop up in the debate about sexuality, and I have tried to give some answers from the Christian point of view as I understand it.


I have included an introductory section called “Why is the Bible Important?” Here I have tried to explain the central place that the Bible has in a Christian’s beliefs and behaviour. Reading this passage will, I hope, help to explain some of the answers I give to the questions I ask.
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WHY IS THE BIBLE IMPORTANT?



Christians believe that God has spoken to his world. They also believe that he still speaks to his world. One of the ways that he does this is through the Bible, sometimes also called the Scriptures.


Many people in recent years have explored the Christian faith through the Alpha course. In the book that underpins the course, Nicky Gumbel says this about the Bible:


Paul [an early Christian leader] wrote of the inspiration of the Scriptures that were available to him: “All scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that God’s servant may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.” (2 Timothy 3:16-17).


The Greek word for “God-breathed” is theopneustos. It is often translated as “inspired by God”; but literally it means “God-breathed”. The writer is saying that Scripture is God speaking. Of course he used human authors. The Bible was written over a period of 1,500 years by at least forty authors from a wide variety of backgrounds – kings, scholars, philosophers, fishermen, poets, statesmen, historians and doctors. The Bible is 100 per cent the work of human beings but it is also 100 per cent inspired by God (just as Jesus is fully human and fully God).1


This is important because for Christians, the teaching of the Bible is the God-given guide to what we believe and to how we behave. In any discussion on any moral topic, the Christian’s first response will be, “What does the Bible say about that?”


Someone may object, “How on earth can you be serious about a book that is already some 2,000 years old, and some of it much older?” In what other area of life would you turn to something as old as that for advice?” Another objection might be, “Who says that the Bible is the word of God? What’s the authority behind that claim?”


If the Bible is one way in which God speaks to us, the coming of Jesus Christ to this earth is another, and is indeed the supreme way. This is how one of the Bible writers puts it:


“In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom he made the universe. The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven.”2


Humanly speaking, Jesus was born into a family in Palestine about 2,000 years ago. But events around the time of his birth, and then the way his life unfolded, left some convinced that Jesus was more than a human being. Even at the age of 12 he showed an awareness of being God’s son and, in conversation with the religious teachers of the time, astonished all who heard him by his understanding and his answers.3 When he left the carpenter’s shop and became a preacher instead, people hung on his words. He could speak about God with an authority which even the religious leaders did not have.4 Miracles were common around Jesus. He healed the sick, calmed a storm, raised the dead to life and much, much more. In his hands a boy’s small picnic became a meal for thousands. So it continued for three years, and gradually the impression grew among some that God was in their midst.
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