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            If we take even the most superficial look at the last 100 years in U.S. history without the use of astrology, we can see that each generation has its own lessons to learn and mistakes to make in a constantly renewing playing field of experience. Famously, each generation has a hard time relating to the motivations and expressions of the generations before and after. Each believes that its generation ‘has it right’ and loves to wax poetic about ‘what is wrong with the young kids’. As one generation ages and comes into power, its collective ideals tend to clash with the younger generation who is just at the beginning of a life-long process of individuation. Cultural historians have done a fairly good job of identifying and labeling these generations, their goals and drives, but most have done so without the use of astrological knowledge. Astrology has the potential to create a bridge of understanding between these historically disparate factions. When we analyze the astrological evidence we are faced with a strong testimony that we are not meant to be learning the same lessons in the same ways or with the same timing.

            Astrology shows us that there are some cycles of life, some transitions or key moments, that are universal, but there are some that are not. The transits of Saturn happen like clockwork for each person, marking time to the beat of a strict drummer. Each Saturn Return (when transiting Saturn returns to the same degree and sign at birth) marks a key stage of transition into a new cycle of life as part of what Steven Forrest calls the biopsychic script. But while these transits happen at the same age for each person on the planet, the signs and houses that are highlighted are unique to each individual. So while the timing of the cycle is universal, our personal experience of it is not.

            Because the outer planets move slowly, they take many years to travel through the entire zodiac. So we can use an outer planet’s transit through a sign as one marker identifying the unique traits of a group who carry that signature. However, things get even more interesting when we consider that there are some outer-planet transits that, while still considered part of the biopsychic script, do not happen at the same age for each generation. For instance, due to the widely elliptical orbit of Pluto, the timing of the roughly two-year period in which it transits in square to its natal position varies from generation to generation. For some, this powerfully transformative transit occurs in the mid 30s, while others won’t experience Pluto square Pluto until much later in life.

            Also due to its orbit, Pluto will spend a varying amount of time in each sign, with the most time spent in Taurus and the least in Scorpio. When we consider the meanings of the different timing of the transits in the biopsychic script, along with the sign changes of the outer planets and their timing variances, we have a much more complete picture of the drives, needs and unconscious motivations that each generation is wrestling with. Noting these differences can lead us into a more compassionate view of each person’s experience. Astrology can help us accept that each generation has something unique and powerful to contribute to the evolution of the whole, and from that perspective we can start to honor the lessons and gifts that each of us carries, no matter how different our goals.

            Here we’ll look closely at the transit of Pluto through the signs of Libra and Scorpio in order to uncover the unique contributions these generations can offer the collective. Pluto provides insight into the deep unconscious motivations that drive us. In a generational context Pluto sheds light on the way each generation struggles with the most complex issues of its time. Symbolizing the archetypal underworld journey, Pluto’s placement in our chart describes the potential for transformation that can be achieved through willingly undertaking the arduous voyage. The gifts we reap can include deeper awareness, reintegration of submerged or unconscious material and greater access to personal power. The journey is a perilous one, both figuratively and sometimes literally, but those who fare well carry unleashed energy into the larger culture, thereby transforming the collective.

            Transforming Relationship

            Perhaps the two most relationship-oriented signs of the zodiac are Libra and Scorpio. All signs tell us something about how we relate, but these two have a singular focus on it. Pluto transited Libra from 1971 to 1983/4, and Scorpio from 1983/4 to 1995. During this unique time, two consecutive generations were born to wrestle with the ‘god of the underworld’ on relationship issues.

            It was no accident that Pluto’s discovery occurred at the same time as the birth and spread of depth psychology, and the planet carries that association. But as the practice of psychology continues to evolve and shift, we’re reminded that its genesis lay in the shocking, Plutonic announcement that we do indeed have an unconscious. Pluto transits demand that we take an unflinching look at what scares us and push the boundaries of our experience to claim the power that lies within. As the god of subterranean wealth, Pluto promises that we’ll be granted riches – the natural gifts reclaimed from the unconscious – if we willingly agree to undertake the underworld journey. So, what are the specific gifts that these two generations might unearth?

            Pluto in Libra (1971–1983/4)

            Libra is the sign most aware of, and attuned to, the other. Seeking to understand the other’s point of view, Libra appreciates that there are two sides to every story. Libra is concerned with tact and grace and the polite conventions that make everyone feel at ease. It seeks to maintain a feeling of serenity and will sacrifice authentic self-expression to do so. Libra prefers equilibrium and takes comfort in the middle path found between two extremes – although a Libran may need to experience extremes while finding that balance.

            Pluto, on the other hand, expresses without tact and has no patience for social convention or niceties. Pluto blurts out the cold, hard truth, whether it’s a convenient time to hear it or not. At its best Pluto offers penetrating insights that lead to growth – painful as that process may be. At its worst that same Plutonian truth may harm or wound. The Pluto in Libra generation has an innate desire to get to the bottom of things and speak its truth. But its members will be challenged to do so with tact, grace, courtesy and respect. These folks do not have an easy balancing act but they will leave the rest of us with a great gift: a transformation in the art of relating that leads us to a deeper, more honest experience of connection.

            Where Pluto sits, so too does easy access to the shadow. These folks will have to wrestle with the shadow of Libran indecision. When they respond well to this challenge, they will dig deep into their inner resources, face some truly terrifying fears and push past these to make clear choices. If they respond poorly, they could find themselves paralyzed with the fear of making the ‘wrong’ choice, passively stuck in the limbo of uncertainty. They could fall into the trap of experiencing life as a spectator rather than as an active participant. Where Pluto sits, there is an ancient wound. Perhaps past-life decisions that played out negatively have left Pluto in Libra people with a crippling fear of inadequacy. Pluto has arrived to convince them to stare their fear in the face – to name it, own it and transform it.

            Another Libran shadow is co-dependency. Libra seeks to know itself by knowing the other. Where we find Libra in the chart, the individual has reached a point in their evolutionary development where they can’t move forward alone; they require outside input. A problem occurs if they grow fearful and begin to rely too heavily on others’ opinions. They may then find it hard to do anything without getting everyone’s feedback first. As part of this process, those with Pluto in Libra will face the perils associated with their impulse to maintain likeability. In trying to be liked by everyone, some will lose their inner compass.

            What Pluto touches is intensified or amplified to titanic proportions. Some Pluto in Libra pop stars and actresses have achieved colossal success while raising likeability to an art form, with grace and beauty in tow. Unlike some Hollywood beauties from yesteryear, like Grace Kelly or Ingrid Bergman, whose elegance and style seemed otherworldly and unattainable, Pluto in Libra actresses like Gwyneth Paltrow, Liv Tyler and Kate Hudson share these qualities in a way that feels much more personable and approachable.1 They portray characters that ‘everyone likes’, and carry themselves in a way that makes the average person feel comfortable approaching them without reservation.

            As a culture we explore the issues signified by an outer-planet transit both while the planet is transiting a sign, and also through those who carry that generational signature and the imprints they leave on the culture. As Pluto transited Libra we were asked collectively to deeply contemplate our idealized images of the married couple – the romantic pairing or partnership – with our gaze skewed towards the ways in which our ideals have limited us. This process has been played out magnificently on the silver screen. Our cultural obsession with the romantic pairings of movie stars (both on-screen and off) has been fairly constant since the advent of film. But with the transit of Pluto in Libra, our obsessions with these images reached extremes, and the way in which this generation continues to explore them through art touches the deepest parts of all of us.

            Four of the top eleven highest grossing Hollywood romance films of all time to date star Pluto in Libra actors.2 For example, in James Cameron’s Titanic Kate Winslet and Leonardo DiCaprio, both born with Pluto in Libra, captivated audiences worldwide with their portrayals in this intensely dramatic and tragic love story. The audience had such a resonance with the intensity of the relationship in this film that it became the biggest romance film of all time at the box office (and the highest grossing film until Cameron’s Avatar overtook it). Where Pluto goes, success can reach, ahem, titanic proportions.3 The film deftly portrays a storybook ideal of true love, and speaks to our cultural obsession with tragic love stories. Other clear Plutonian references in the film include the massive wealth represented, the ship’s name, the loss of life and the plunging of the ship and its passengers into the ocean’s depths. Adding the sign Libra, we see the grace and social customs of the upper class and the beauty and opulence of the ship. The Pluto in Libra archetypal field gives the film its real tension. Through Rose (Winslet) and Jack’s (DiCaprio) romance, the film addresses the dark side of social stratification and aims to tell the truth about the confines of class and social mores.

            The Pluto in Libra–style excavation of the tragic romance continues as we look at Brokeback Mountain, expertly acted by Heath Ledger and Jake Gyllenhaal, both born with Pluto in Libra.4 Another of the all-time highest grossing romance films, Brokeback Mountain had a colossal effect on the American public. It championed issues of equality for gay men and women with a combination of Libran artistry and a hefty serving of Plutonian controversy by demanding that its audience have some hard-line Libran conversations about fairness and equality.5 The film conveys its Plutonic truth in a way that commands respect and dignity (Libra) for its characters, while placing the love story between its leading men Ennis and Jack in the same canon of dramatic tragedy as Titanic and Romeo and Juliet. Brokeback Mountain is a taboo-breaking (Pluto) film in a world in which homosexuality is still a serious crime in most Middle Eastern nations and remains a taboo subject in many others.

            Although I’m choosing to use the term ‘gay’ here for simplicity, the film stirred up Pluto in Libra controversy around the labels used to identify the characters, who both maintain homosexual and heterosexual relationships in the film. Some gay rights activists have insisted on referring to the characters as gay, while others prefer to think of them as bisexual. Actor Gyllenhaal is quoted as saying, ‘I approached the story believing that these are actually two straight guys who fall in love.’6 Pluto in Libra is associated with the term ‘politically correct’, which entered our language in the early ’70s as Pluto entered Libra.7 The term has a long and varied history of usage, but here we can understand its goal as a specifically Libran one of selecting polite and respectful language to bring fairness and dignity to others. Pluto in Libra asks us to consider: for whom does the choice of words matter, and in what context? For Pluto there is not an easy answer, but Libra wants to grapple with the question. The fact that the uncomfortable dialogue arose following Brokeback Mountain suggests that Pluto’s work was successful.
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